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TRANSCRIPT OF the PLENUM OF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


2-7 July 1953 


MEETING 2 JULY 


Khrushchev: On behalf of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 2, 


I declare the Plenum open. 


The following agenda is recommended: 


1. On the criminal anti-party and anti-state actions of Beria. 


2. On the convocation of the next Session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR 3. 


3. Organizational issues. 


Will there be any comments on the agenda of the Plenum? 


Voices. No. 


[Khrushchev] No one raises any other questions? 


Voices. No. 


[Khrushchev]. Vote or consider it accepted? 


Votes. Consider accepted. 


[Khrushchev]. The speaker on the first question is Comrade Malenkov; on the second, Comrade Voroshilov; and 


on the third, organizational questions, Khrushchev. 

Are there any comments on the agenda? 

Voices. No. 

[Khrushchev]. Comrade Malenkov has the floor to make a report. 4 

Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Comrades, there is a proposal to take a 20-minute break after this report so that 


the comrades can think, and then we will begin discussing Comrade Malenkov's report. Comrades who wish to 


speak are requested to sign up. Are there any other proposals? 


A 20-minute break is announced. 


Bulganin: Let's continue, comrades. Comrade Khrushchev has the floor. 


Khrushchev 5. Comrades , Comrade Malenkov reported to the Central Committee of the Party how the members 
of the Presidium organized their work and in this work how they valued the preservation of the unity of the 
collective of members of the Presidium - not to give a reason not only for a split , but for any unity to be violated, 
so that this unity would be transmitted through the Presidium of the Central Committee to the entire Central 
Committee and thus have a united, monolithic whole of our great Party. 

a Here and further in the uncorrected transcript, the text that was subject to correction during its editing and preparation 
for publication in the form of a verbatim report of the plenum, sent in a limited number of copies to the Central Committees 
of the Communist Parties of the Union Republics, territorial, and regional party committees, is underlined. - Comp. 


And this desire for unity, comrades, was very cleverly used by this adventurer Beria. 


Comrades, Comrade Malenkov reported on Beria quite thoroughly. After all, we have known Beria for many 
years. Ihave known him for about twenty years and know him well from the Central Committee plenary sessions, 


then we worked directly with him. 


I want to talk about my views on this person even before we began to come to a certain opinion, in connection 


with which we took such decisive actions. 


Beria was a great intriguer during Comrade Stalin's life. He is a clever man, capable , he very, I would say , dug 
his dirty paws in very tightly and cleverly imposed his opinion on Comrade Stalin at times. He cleverly, skillfully, 
sometimes with some kind of vague hint, at other times in a more definite way, would sow doubt either in this or 
that issue, or in one way or another show this or that comrade in some bad light and irritate Comrade Stalin 
without any reason, achieving for some definite time the restoration of Comrade Stalin against this or that 


comrade. We have observed this . Cleverness , impudence, and arrogance - these are Beria's main qualities. 


Comrades, Comrade Stalin has died . Yes, even when Comrade Stalin was alive, but after an illness that came on 
suddenly - paralysis, when Comrade Stalin's speech left and we arrived and saw him in such a state, and the 
doctors said that he was hopeless, we exchanged opinions, though not all , we all then could not exchange 


opinions about this man. 


For example, when Comrade Stalin was alive , when we were on duty with him, two members of the Bureau of 
the Central Committee 6 at a time, Bulganin and I had to be on duty together. This was probably a day before 
Comrade Stalin's death. I told Comrade Bulganin then : "Nikolai Aleksandrovich, Stalin is hopelessly ill, he will 
die, what will happen after Stalin? 


This worries everyone. I say, here is my concern: after Stalin's death, Beria will try by all means to become Minister 


of Internal Affairs. Why does he need this post? He needs this post in order to seize such positions in the state, so 


that through his intelligence he can spy on members of the Politburo, eavesdrop, monitor, create cases, intrigue, 


and this will lead to very bad consequences, and maybe even worse , for the party. 


Bulganin: There was such a conversation. 


[Khrushchev] I say we cannot allow this to happen, everyone will perish. 


But you will say, well, okay, then Comrade Stalin died , but still, they say, Beria became a minister and, they say, 
you also thought and spoke with Bulganin, but both you and Bulganin did not speak out when the formation and 


distribution of responsibilities took place . 


I say, I lay this question bare. 


Comrades, why? I will tell you why. It is one thing when you think you are dying but still alive, and another thing 
is the psychological state when Stalin has already died . We gathered, and this somehow united people even more 
. Besides, I thought that it was not entirely right to speak out and express this opinion during the discussion. You, 
dear comrades, keep in mind that Beria achieved his goal while Comrade Stalin was still alive; he achieved 


disunity between the members of the Bureau of the Central Committee. 


Voroshilov: Correct. 


[Khrushchev.] I think so, but to think is one thing, and to say is another, perhaps I don't understand it correctly . 
Comrade Stalin's corpse , which is not yet cold , and to raise this question, they will say: he took advantage of 
Comrade Stalin's death, immediately brought a split and confusion into the leadership of the party, and, thus, 
cleverly using this, they will put you up against them, and you will be made a fool, and what a fool! This could 


have been. 

Voices. Quite right, it could have been. 

[Khrushchev.] Beria was very keen on this. Beria became Minister of Internal Affairs. You, comrades, each know 
what the specific weight of this "person" in the party is. Quite large. It would seem that since a person has achieved 


such specific weight , then, consequently, such a person should be given the most acute area of work. 


Comrades, I may encounter some criticism for my conclusions, but I still want to say: is the most pressing issue 


for us now the Ministry of Internal Affairs? I would say no. This is my personal opinion, and I will tell you why. 
Let us now analyze the 10 years of activity that we have gone through. Beria will say that he was not a minister 
during this time. Let us take a later period. Let us analyze what conspiracies within our country were discovered 


by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of State Security 7 ? 


Except for the fake, inflated ones - nothing. 


Voroshilov: That's right, none. 


Khrushchev: Let's recalculate, we both know: before 1937 and after 1937 - more than half are fake. 


Voice from the Presidium. More than half is fake, that's right. 


[Khrushchev.] And after that, let's sort it out. Let's do it not only here, at the Plenum, we'll take all the documents, 
the most important reports, all the open conspiracies, group, individual and all sorts. We, comrades, will meet 
them there. Why am I drawing attention to this? Because of the monolithic nature of our party ranks, the unity of 


our people around our party is the main strength. 


Voices from the floor. Correct. 

[Khrushchev.] Comrades, as soon as the war ended, Hitler counted on marching across the Ukrainian steppes in 
tanks and immediately conquering, and Moscow would be captured, and everything would fall. But now the 
whole world knows how it began and how it ended. What does this mean? Again, this speaks of the strength of 


our party, the unity of our people, the boundless trust in our leadership and the leadership of our party. 
party, y peop Pp p party 


If we take the later issues - doctors 8 - this is a shameful case for us, it is a sham. If we take the Mingrelian case, 


the Georgian case 9 - it is a sham. If we take other cases as the most prominent - it is a sham. 


The question arises, why Beria, and Beria knows this well, no, after all, the Ministry of Internal Affairs, why does 
he need this post? He needed the post in order to take control of this uncontrolled organ, comrades, and I would 
say, difficult to control, comrades. Look, we control any minister, any worker, the fulfillment of the plan, there 
the party organization will act, there we see something, but in the Ministry of Internal Affairs everything is 
covered in secrecy. He says: Iam going to a safe house to receive some agent, but which agent to receive there, 
does anyone know? Nobody knows. That is what he needed, comrades. That is why he went to this post, against 


the party, against the Government. 


That's his goal. I noticed an interesting detail. I think the shameful case with the doctors, the Georgian case, is a 
shame. We, the members of the Presidium, have spoken among ourselves several times, I have spoken to Lavrenty. 
I received a letter to the Central Committee, of course, from Colonel General Kryukov 10 , and Zhukov received 
this letter. I showed it to the Presidium of the Central Committee, we need to look into it. There are about twenty 
and a half generals convicted there 11, and Kryukov was sentenced to 25 years. Beria is not taking on this case of 


investigation, but it is indisputable that it is a sham. 
Voroshilov. Linden. 
[Khrushchev.] Why? I think that Beria did it for those purposes - he wanted to work with these generals and then 


free them. Because he didn't just free them, he freed them, and these people came out, and he convinced them 


that it was Beria who gave them back their lives, not the party, not the government, but Beria. 


Here Kuzmichev was arrested (12). I think he should have been released, but was it necessary to immediately 
dress this Kuzmichev in a general's suit and appoint him head of security for the members of the Presidium of 
the Central Committee when he was released from prison? I don't think it was necessary, but he was appointed. 


Why? Because Kuzmichev became Beria's shadow, he needed such a person. 


That's why the post of the Ministry of Internal Affairs was needed, that's why he took this body into his own 


hands. For criminal purposes. 


This collection of all sorts of information . You know, for example, that Beria put the question this way. I even 


blamed myself before the Plenum. 


He called me once and said: "You know, an employee of your Administrative Department called Kobulov and 
asked him how things are going. This is impossible. I am a member of the Presidium, and it seems like some kind 
of shadow is being cast, someone is calling my first deputy, not me." In a word, by this he raises the question that 
neither the Central Committee nor the regional committees should call for, and this means freeing the organs of 


the Ministry of Internal Affairs from any party control for arbitrary action. 


Voices. Correct. 


[Khrushchev.] This is what Beria wanted, and I would say, comrades, that he achieved it. It is a fact. After all, 
these notes on Ukraine, on Latvia, on Belarus. This is a fact, they were collected not through regional committees, 
not through central committees, they were collected through employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
although these materials are all in the Central Committee. So, he achieved his goal. This must be recognized, so 


that in the future any possibility of hinting at such actions can be excluded. 


Comrades, here's what's interesting . For example, I am deeply convinced that Beria is not a communist, Beria 
was not a communist, Beria is a careerist, Beria is a provocateur. And not only now. Comrades, I will remind you 
of the Plenum in 1937 13 . You remember that it was announced from this rostrum that Beria worked in 
counterintelligence in Baku. Kaminsky said this. At the same time, it was said that Beria worked in 
counterintelligence on the instructions of the party. Now there is no evidence, he did not present any. And time 


has passed. 


Bagirov. The underground work was then led by Anastas Ivanovich, without him no one could go anywhere. 


Khrushchev: Comrades, I will tell you that we have already reached a decent age of Soviet power and many of us 
have gone grey with Soviet power. Therefore, even if they say that he really had an assignment, who will 
guarantee that he did not work on another assignment, against us, having the cover that he worked on our 
assignment . What an adventurer! He is a double, but after a certain time he becomes a single person, working in 


one direction . 


Comrades, I have heard Beria's statements about the party, his views , many times . He made his last statement 
when we discussed the affairs of the GDR, when the Germans were summoned, and when we discussed the 
questions of Hungary. At that time, the question arose of separating the work in one person of deciding what the 
Central Committee and the Council of Ministers combine 14 . Remember, Rakosi said then: I would like to know 
what is decided in the Council of Ministers and what in the Central Committee, what the division should be. Since 
it will not be in one person, it is necessary to identify the division of issues more clearly. Beria then said 
dismissively: what the Central Committee, let the Council of Ministers decide, let the Central Committee deal 


with personnel and propaganda. 


I was then cut off by such a statement. It means that he excludes the leading role of the party, reduces its role at 
first to personnel, and essentially reduces the party to the position of propaganda. In his understanding - what is 
the difference between Hitler and Goebbels ? Is this a view of the party? Is this how Lenin taught? Is this how 
Stalin taught to treat the party? 


Why did he say that? He brought in the awareness that the role of the party had faded into the background, and 
when he became stronger, he would destroy it completely. Of course, not physically, he is not such a fool, he 
would have done everything for his own purposes. This, comrades, is a great danger, and therefore I conclude 


that he is not a member of the party, he is a careerist, and maybe a spy, we still need to dig into this. 


Voices from the audience. Both. 


[Khrushchev.] After all, Beria and I used to go together, and we walked arm in arm, so we could hear a lot from 
Beria. This is an interesting thing : he himself was outraged by many things that were happening in the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs or in state security. I wonder what proposals he brought to the Presidium. We hadn’t discussed 
them yet, we didn’t have time, we decided to put him in jail first and then discuss them. He made a proposal that 
the Special Conference at the Ministry of Internal Affairs should be liquidated . Indeed, this is a shameful thing . 


What is the Special Conference ? 15 It means that Beria arrests, interrogates and Beria judges. 


I ask, do we really have such a flow of counter-revolutionary uprisings that the Central Committee itself does not 
have the ability to sort out these issues, do we need special bodies to sort them out and judge them without an 
investigation, right in the office, without the criminal ? Where are these crimes? How many are there? There aren't 


any yet. 


Why did Beria need this? Because, having the Special Conference in his hands, he had the right to any person. He 
himself said: I can force any person to say that he has a direct connection with the English king or queen, to sign 
it himself. And he did it. Consequently, when he obtains such testimony, when there will be a trial later, there 


will be an investigator who interrogates Beria's orders, Beria will report and Beria himself will judge . 


Comrades, is this even conceivable? Why is he confusing our heads? He writes that this matter must be regulated, 
but how can it be regulated? Now a special meeting can make its decision with a punishment of up to 25 years 


and sentencing to the highest measure - execution. I propose to abolish the highest measure - execution and to 


give not 25 years, but 10 years. Comrades, 10 years. This means giving 10 years, and in 10 years he can come back 


and he can be sentenced to 10 years again. This is real terror for you, and it will turn anyone into camp dust. 


When I received this proposal, I called Comrade Mikoyan, Comrade Bulganin, Comrade Molotov - did they read 
this proposal, called Lazar Moiseevich, and told him - read what Beria is proposing. Is it conceivable to do this, 
and for what purposes? Good. Maybe there is some matter in the country that should not be brought into the 
public eye. This may be, but so that the Central Committee could not specifically discuss and make a decision, 
find a form for resolving this issue, I think we will probably not refuse this in the future, but it must be an 
exception and so that this exception is by decision of the party and the government, but not a law, not a rule, for 
the Minister of Internal Affairs to do this, having such power, terrorizing the party and the government, that is 
what we are talking about. 

Another decision that he also made, but we have already made this decision . He made a proposal that all 
convicted or arrested people, convicted people who have served their sentences, and arrested people, if acquitted 
by the investigation or the court, who are subject to release, should be released only after the prosecutor reports 
to the Ministry of Internal Affairs. What does this mean, comrades? This man talks about legality. But what kind 
of legality is this, and then they say that our prosecutors are shit, the prosecutor is commanded by the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs. How can a prosecutor work and enjoy trust when he must report to the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, at a time when the court has already proven that the person is innocent. Is this, comrades, legality, do we 


need such legality? 


Why did Beria grab onto this, why should he hold the souls of not only those who are in prison, but also those 
who are under investigation, who have already been released from prison? So that they would tremble while 
Beria is in power. This was done for the sake of terror. This terror was directed against the party, against the 


government, against our people. 


Voice from the floor. Correct. 


[Khrushchev.] That's what this scoundrel needed. And so, comrades, as they say, drop by drop creates streams. 
We had a whole series of our so-called friends - Beria, Yagoda, Yezhov, Abakumov - all of them are berries of the 


same field. 


Therefore, we must have this organ . The sword of our socialist state must be sharp and honed. We still have many 
enemies. We have the strongest capitalist countries and their agents inside the country. Therefore, it would be 
deeply wrong to drag this organ through the mud, to think that it is not needed, since we can pay for it. But this 


sword must be kept sharp against the enemies and so that it is not directed against our own people. 
Kaganovich: So that he would be in the hands of the party. 
Khrushchev: And for this we need to put the Ministry of Internal Affairs in its place. We need to create good 


intelligence and counterintelligence agencies. Put good, honest Bolsheviks on this job. And we will move this job 


forward . But the Ministry of Internal Affairs will be controlled by the party, controlled by the government. 


Malenkov: We spend 17.5 billion rubles on the Ministry of Internal Affairs, not counting what we spend on 


construction and management, without construction and management. 


Khrushchev: Georgy Maximilianovich made a completely correct remark here. 


Comrades, Iam a man, as they say, of the old regime. (Laughter.) 


I saw a gendarme for the first time when I was probably already 24 years old. There were no gendarmes in the 
mines, we had a policeman - the Cossack Klintsov, who went and drank with the miners. Take the district . There 
was no one except the policeman under the old regime. Now in each district we have a chief of the Ministry of 


Internal Affairs and also an operative. He gets the highest salary, more than the secretary. 


Smesta. Twice as muchas the district committee secretary. 


[Khrushchev.] But if they created such a network for him, something needs to be done. If we now look through 
the archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 1 am convinced that 80% of the population of the Soviet Union has 


Ministry of Internal Affairs questionnaires, and a file is being developed for each of them. (Laughter.) 


Voices. Correct. 


Khrushchev: Of course, if they pay you money, then you have to do something. But if there are no offenses , and 


the boss asks, are you, son of a bitch , working? If not, then you have to do something. 


I know from Moscow, last year a man was sentenced to 25 years because the agent himself made up a case against 


this man, and he was sentenced. That's the case. 


We must establish order, comrades, we must give people work according to their abilities . And we must leave as 
many people as are needed in this post, and those who would understand the party's policy, strictly implement 


it, and obey it. 


Voices. Correct. 


[Khrushchev.] Comrades, Beria - you don't know this man, but I do . You'll say now, you went, you're gaping . 


Beria is not that kind of man; you have to know him well and figure him out well. 


Personally, I had different periods of our relationship with Beria , but the best period of my relationship with 
him, such as - inseparable, not stretched out - was after the death of Comrade Stalin. If I did not call him for a day, 
then he already calls and asks why you did not call. You say that you do not have time, there are things to do. 
"And you call." 


I, comrades, began to think: what is it, why did such love immediately flare up for me, what is the matter? It seems 


that nothing has changed, I remained the same as I was. 


And he calls me one day and says, what about Malenkov, what about Molotov. He will throw poison at everyone, 
wants, so to speak, to somehow indicate that you are better. I later told this to comrade Malenkov, comrade 
Molotov. 


Malenkov: He considered us simpletons, that he had us in his hands . 


Khrushchev. I say to Comrade Malenkov: listen, you are probably against me, but he is speaking to me against 
you. He is an intriguer, and the main thing is that he considers everyone to be fools, he thinks that he is a great 
intelligence officer, he understands everything... He thinks that he is a great intelligence officer, he understands 


everything, and this, they say, is to use it blindly, but they turned out to be not such simpletons as he thought. 


For example, I think this: he did a lot of things for provocative purposes. We could not make decisions on 
agriculture during Comrade Stalin's life and we could not make decisions after his death. Why? Beria will sow 
doubts, Beria will raise a question, and the question will be immediately removed. We all respect Comrade Stalin, 
but the years take their toll, and lately Comrade Stalin did not read papers, did not receive people, 16 his health 
is poor, although he was brave, because in old age one always becomes brave. And this, comrades, was cleverly 
used by the scoundrel Beria, very cleverly. And he, as a provocateur, will tell Comrade Stalin that the question is 


not worked on. Any question, no matter how well it is worked on, can always be proven for further work. 


Voices from the floor. Correct. 


[Khrushchev.] All the time the issues were left unfinished, and the issue was not resolved. This was during 
Comrade Stalin's lifetime; he continued this without Comrade Stalin. Comrades, at the last meeting of the 
Presidium of the Council of Ministers we discussed the issues - it is impossible to earn extra money any longer, 
these issues were very acute. Why did he do this, comrades? He is a provocateur. He believed - the worse, the 
better. I will prove why. No, that is exactly it. Why ? Comrades, you know that for several years now Comrade 
Malenkov has been instructed to oversee rural farming. 17 Beria demonstrates his outward friendship, 
inseparable, unbreakable with Comrade Malenkov, ruining agriculture, bringing this economy to the utmost 
degree . We can't stand it any longer: there is no milk, little meat. They declared the transition from socialism to 
communism, but we are not selling flour. And what kind of communism would it be without hot pancakes, to 


put it bluntly? 
Voice from the Presidium. No potatoes. 
[Khrushchev.] No potatoes . This was done in order to overthrow, and then get to power, then declare amnesty, 


speak out against thieves and repeat offenders . So that they would say: here is Beria saving . He did this in order 


to bribe the people . Cheap demagogy. 


Voice from the Presidium. He speaks absolutely correctly. 


[Khrushchev.] Well, dear comrades, that's why he was a provocateur, and a big one. Big, don't say goodbye - he 
was a big provocateur. Comrades, we listened and criticized, just like you criticized . Novgorod and Pskov 
listened recently, then Smolensk listened. We made the right decisions, comrades. Comrades, no matter what 
smart resolution you write, no matter what decisions you make, if we pay three kopecks per kilogram, no smart 


resolution will help agriculture. 


Voices. Correct. 


Mikoyan: We need to count. 


[Khrushchev.] We need to calculate everything, comrades . This has been reduced to absurdity. I spoke with 
comrade Zverev . We have 3.5 million fewer cows than before the war. Fewer cows means less meat, less butter, 
less leather. He said that they talked about abolishing cows for individual use and supplying them through the 
collective farm. He is throwing a pebble into the garden that this cannot be done. There will be a time when the 
collective farmer will do this. If we do not believe in this matter, then we are not communists. Will a peasant 
collective farmer always hold her own cow by the tail? But to suggest this now is stupid. This cannot be done. We 
need to create conditions, we need to raise the collective farm peasantry , we need to raise the marketability of the 


collective farm peasantry. 


They say that the party organs do not pay attention to this issue. What attention, when a cow must give a certain 
amount of milk, comrade Zverev takes a tax from this cow. When you calculate everything, it turns out that the 


owner is left with only manure. He then decides to get rid of this cow. 


Comrades, I would ask you to understand this matter correctly . This is a very sensitive issue. Now, on the 
instructions of the government, this issue is being worked on, but we must have a measure of feeling. They have 


brought it to the point of absurdity, and this must be cleared up now . 


But Beria stubbornly tore it up. We have been discussing the issue of potatoes and vegetables for three months, 
and we cannot make a decision for three months. As soon as we put it in, there will be another revision . We have 
reduced the prices of potatoes and cabbage, but there are no potatoes or cabbage in the stores. Cabbage has 
become more expensive or is the same price as bananas. What is this? Have our collective farmers forgotten how 


to grow cabbage? 


No, comrades, we need to look deeper and we need to resolve this issue, and everything will be fine. But he is a 
provocateur. I even think that he thought that if there were a rebellion somewhere , it would be better. Wow, what 


a scoundrel he is. 
Comrades, the decisions we have taken on Western Ukraine, Belarus, Lithuania, and Latvia - Comrade Malenkov 
spoke on this issue, and I fully agree with this - we need to recall these notes. The central committees and regional 


committees need to look at this more closely. Perhaps we will even have to make adjustments to our decisions. 


11 


After all, letters are sent to the Central Committee. We received a letter from a teacher from the Stanislav region. 
She wrote to me: “You said that now there are no two Ukraines — Western and Eastern. But there is one Ukraine. 
I am a teacher, I have been working in Stanislav for 13 years, and now after the decision I am being kicked out of 
Ukraine.” Where, why? It is by our decision. That is how it happens, comrades. That is what it means now. And 


they write such letters from Lithuania. 


Here is a letter one writes: 


"T go into a store, ask the clerk to sell me groceries, but he doesn't answer because I'm speaking Russian. And he, 
knowing Russian, doesn't answer." What does this mean? This decision is directed against Russians, it is a desire 


to set Russians against other nationalities. 


Voices from the floor. Correct! 


[Khrushchev.] What cleverness! He acts under the guise of implementing Stalin's national policy, but in reality he 


is creating a split between nations and wants to achieve his own. What a provocateur ! 


Now all of Beria's speeches must be viewed in a different light. Let's take his speech when he patted the Russian 
people on the head, saying that the Russian people are great 18 . After all, this is vile! It is not Beria's definitions 
that make the Russian people great, it is not his will that the great Russian people rose up and created greatness. 
He needed to pat the Russian people on the head because he already considered himself Stalin's successor. Stalin 
declared a toast to the great Russian people 19 , and Beria already had his intentions then. He took a big swing, 


but he fell and crashed, his spirit was lost. 


We need to fix these things. 


The last session was instructive . He showed himself most clearly as a provocateur, as not a communist, on the 
German question, when he raised the question of abandoning [the] construction of socialism, of making 
concessions to the West. Then they told him: what does this mean ? It means that 18 million Germans will be 
given over to the protection of the Americans. And he answered: yes, we must create a neutral democratic 


Germany. 


How can neutral democratic bourgeois Germany be between us and America ? Is it possible ? We must not hide 
the fact that the capitalist bourgeois states have a certain friendship with us . We ate King Michael 20, with whom 


our general hunted in Romania. 


Beria says that we will sign a treaty. And what is this treaty worth? We know the value of treaties. A treaty has its 
force if it is backed up by guns. If the treaty is not backed up, it is worth nothing. If we talk about this treaty, they 
will laugh at us, they will consider us naive. But Beria is not naive, stupid, not a fool. He is smart, cunning, but 


treacherous. That is why he did it, or maybe he did it on instructions, the devil knows, maybe he received other 
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instructions through his residents. I will not vouch for this. Therefore, I repeat once again that he is not a 


communist, he is a provocateur and he behaved provocatively. 


Comrades, besides , his impudence was simply unbearable. When we discussed the Germans 21 , these people 
made a mistake, we had to correct them, not bully them. And you should have seen this man when he was yelling 
at Ulbricht and others, it was simply embarrassing to sit there. And we were silent, and one might have thought 
that we agreed with him . And you, dear ministers, present here, you are accustomed to this, and therefore you 
accepted all sorts of insults without question and sometimes smiled (animation in the hall), thinking that this was 
a friendly pill, that it was not bitter . Now I think that you, on the contrary, have a different taste for this impudent 


fellow. 


In general, it worked out well, another time he even joked . He believed that he had the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, he had everything, and even if they wanted to, they would be incapable of arresting him due to their weak 
character . And even if they did want to, how, who would arrest him? They would turn to Kobulov to arrest Beria, 
and we would arrest them along with Kobulov, he was convinced of this. But when we saw that we were dealing 
with a provocateur and the disunity that he believed ensured his success in his provocative actions, this disunity 
immediately fell . When we were talking to each other - listen, you like this man - then some looked at him in 


surprise and thought: why is he asking this question, for what purpose? (Laughter.) 


Then we continued and said - listen, why are you looking at him like that, he is a provocateur, look and you will 
see for yourself that he is a provocateur , that he is a scoundrel. And after that people said - perhaps this is the 
right way to pose the question, a matter of principle. When we came to an agreement with each other , it turned 
out that we were all of the same opinion. Then we organized a meeting. We organized a meeting of the Council 
of Ministers, and invited the members of the Central Committee who were not part of the Presidium of the Council 
of Ministers 22 to this meeting, and then we turned to the Presidium meeting and laid it all out there, told him 
straight to his face - you are a provocateur, you are not a communist and were not a communist, we will not 
tolerate this any longer . And you should have looked at this hero who was running around, how he immediately 


went limp, and maybe even more (laughter), and what a hero he looked like. 


Comrades, we did this and were deeply convinced that the Central Committee would understand us correctly 


and approve our decision. (Prolonged applause.) 


The unanimous decision of the Presidium about Beria - this, comrades , was necessary to achieve. I will say it 
straight out, so that they do not whisper later. Some said - how is it possible, Malenkov always walks arm in arm 
with Beria, probably the two of them - they tell me this, and others, probably, they tell that Khrushchev also walks 
with him. (Laughter.) And this is correct. They walked, and I walked. He would walk in the middle, sometimes, 
and Malenkov would walk on the right side, and I would walk on the left. Vyacheslav Mikhailovich once even 
said - the devil knows, you walk and discuss something all the time. I say - nothing worthwhile, all sorts of vile 


things, it is disgusting even to listen to, but we walk on. 


I think that for the time being this walking was useful to us, a necessary walking. On Thursday, the 23rd_ we - 
Malenkov, me, and Beria - were riding in the same car, and you know how we said goodbye. He is an intriguer, 
he intrigues me against Malenkov and against others, but he considered Malenkov the main one, that it was 
necessary against him . He says goodbye, he shakes my hand, only I hear it, I also answer him with a "hot" 
handshake: well, I think, scoundrel, the last handshake, tomorrow at 2 o'clock we will squeeze you. (Laughter.) 


We will not shake your hand, but we will tuck our tail between our legs. 


Comrades, this is how we should have dealt with a treacherous man . If we had told him when we saw that he 
was a scoundrel, Iam convinced that he would have dealt with us. Don't think that he knows how. Ihave already 
told some comrades, and they told me that I was exaggerating: look, don't be a weirdo, he will bury you, make a 
speech and hang a plaque - here lies a figure of the party and government, and then he will say - "fool". And rest 
there. He is capable of this. He is capable of adding poison, he is capable of all kinds of vileness. We were not 
dealing with a party member, with whom we must fight using party methods, but we were dealing with a 
conspirator, a provocateur, and therefore there was no need to expose ourselves. Agents, as they say. This means: 
agents - the head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in the Central Committee. This is what we have come to do. 


Such a situation has arisen. 


I think we have a forced, so to speak, friendship . Now you see what kind of friendship it is and how it ended. I 
think that the party members will understand correctly and will express their attitude correctly. We thought about 
it: we will come to the meeting, and he will stir up people; the devil knows, after all, we are dealing with a 
provocateur. Therefore, it was necessary to think through all these issues well, and now we need to organize the 
work so that this does not happen at all. Firstly, the honesty of people, and secondly, to reduce their role, you 
can’t do that . 


In this matter, comrade Malenkov, comrade Molotov, comrade Bulganin, comrade Kaganovich and all other 
comrades were unanimous. And this, I believe, comrades, operation, if one can put it that way, will not weaken, 


but strengthen the leadership of the Central Committee. (Applause.) 


Voices. Correct. 


[Khrushchev.] And we must not be afraid. There were some voices : how will this be assessed in the party; will it 


not be understood as weakness. 


Comrades, but when we do not solve the problems of agriculture, when there is a shortage of meat in the country, 
a shortage of milk, a shortage of even potatoes, a shortage of cabbage, how is this strength? Does this determine 


the strength of the Soviet state or its weakness? 


This, comrades, is a disgrace. After all, they will come to us and say: listen, dear comrades, you teach us how to 
build socialism, but you don’t know how to grow potatoes to provide for your people, you don’t have cabbage in 


your capital. And why? We can’t decide, the provocateur is interrupting. 


Iam sure that some will say: he served us honestly for so long, but still the Bolsheviks dug up and hid him. Iam 
sure that this will happen. Therefore, comrades, I believe that this strengthens our leadership, strengthens our 
party . And what about this act in international relations ? Of course, they will find out, then, no matter how we 
publish it, no matter how we publish it, they will still know. Iam convinced that in international, bourgeois enemy 
circles they evaluate it correctly: and if they did not stop (and Beria was famous) and hid Beria, it means that they 


have character. (Applause.) Therefore, comrades, this was done correctly, again correctly. 


I will not speak about the incorrect speech of comrade Stalin, about which comrade Malenkov spoke, addressed 
to comrade Molotov, addressed to comrade Mikoyan. You know that this is without any evidence, it is the fruit 


of a certain age and physical condition of a person, in life there was nothing that he thought. 


Comrades, I am finishing my speech and I think that no one will be able to turn us away from the true path that 


the party is following, the path indicated by Lenin and Stalin. (Applause.) 


We will move forward at our own pace now, after the cleansing and removal of this enemy. This pace will be 


confident and accelerated. (Applause.) I, comrades, believe that we have become even stronger. 


Comrades, I would like to cite one detail. When Comrade Malenkov said to Comrade Voroshilov, Comrade 
Voroshilov, the oldest member of the Party, known to all of us , and by age, he rushed to embrace Comrade 
Malenkov before the meeting. When Comrade Malenkov said to Comrade Voroshilov, he answered: listen, be 
quiet, he is listening. And then they said that if he overheard, he would not have time to decipher it, since we had 
already deciphered it. Can we assume what kind of atmosphere he created inside the Presidium? I saw that 
another time he spoke correctly, Lavrenty Pavlovich, and spat quietly. Loudly - right, but quietly - I will spit . Is 
it possible to create such an atmosphere in the Party? Now this will not happen. There will be a collective 
leadership, a real Bolshevik leadership, and this must be not only in the Central Committee, but lower, to the 
primary Party organizations, this collectivity . It is necessary that there be Plenums of the Central Committee, 
there should be meetings, the agenda and sessions should be organized without pomp, without pompous empty 
chatter. All this should be rebuilt. The strength is in us. And the better and deeper we develop inner-party 
democracy, the better we organize and involve the people in active discussion of our policy, economic and all our 
work, the stronger we will be, because, comrades, our people stand like a wall behind the party, our people 


confidently follow the party, and we all, comrades, understand this . 

Therefore, comrades, I conclude with confidence that the cleansing of this vile traitor and provocateur will 
contribute to the further strengthening of the ranks of our party, the strengthening of our Leninist-Stalinist 
leadership. (Applause.) 

Bulganin: Comrade Molotov has the floor. 

Molotov: Comrades, we are discussing a question in relation to which we must take into account both the special 
situation in which we lived during the last period, the last months, and the special position in which Beria found 


himself as the head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and one of the members of the leading core. The peculiarity 


15 


of the situation, as comrades here have said, is that after Stalin's death we had to demonstrate unity. This was 
necessary both from the point of view of the internal situation and from the point of view of the international 


situation. 


The peculiarity of the situation in which Beria found himself, the position he took after Stalin's death, all this 
clearly shows that he was making his way to the post of Prime Minister of the Soviet Union, and he recommended 
precisely this path. What was done at the beginning, during the March days, was, of course, only a transitional 


stage for him. 


But the essence of the matter is that we now have before us as a result of 3.5 months that a traitor in the leading 


core of our party and government has been exposed. 


Before talking about some larger issues, I will tell the comrades about my personal observations. Here is one small 
fact. You, members of the Plenum of the Central Committee, know who recommended the Prime Minister at the 
Plenum of the Central Committee. It was Beria. The Supreme Soviet was convening. Who appointed Beria to 
recommend the Prime Minister? He appointed himself. None of us objected. When the Supreme Soviet was 
convening on March 9, I called Beria in a comradely manner. We were still comrades then. Before that, there was 
a conversation in our leadership group that he again wanted to speak as the one recommending the Prime 
Minister at the session of the Supreme Soviet. I called to say that we had agreed on this. But is this good, why, 
strictly speaking, is the Prime Minister at the session of the Supreme Soviet on March 24, proposed by the party, 
recommended not by the Secretary of the Central Committee Khrushchev. Three of us spoke at the Mausoleum - 
Malenkov, Beria, and me. The session was scheduled. The Plenum decided to recommend the Prime Minister. 
Why shouldn't Khrushchev speak? - "No, I did ." 


The unity of the party, the unity of the core leadership - they fell silent. That's one thing. 


Now | ask you, you read the minutes of the Presidium. Why is there no signature of the Secretary of the Central 
Committee? There is an anonymous signature - Presidium of the Central Committee. This has never happened. 
This happened when there were too many signatures of Comrade Stalin on all the documents . This is an old rule, 
which existed under Lenin and Stalin: the Chairman of the Council of Ministers presides, and the Secretary of the 
Central Committee takes the minutes, is responsible for the minutes. So we needed the signature of the Secretary 
of the Central Committee . I called Comrade Khrushchev at the end of May, because I see that this is not right, I 
understand that this is not an accident. I ask Comrade Khrushchev: why is there no signature of the Secretary of 
the Central Committee under the minutes of the Presidium because this is not normal, there is no such party 
order? Yes, - he says, - this is not normal, there needs to be order as it should be. I call Comrade Malenkov, he 
agrees. I call Beria - why don't we have a signature under the Presidium minutes? He answers: if we decide this 
issue, then we need to decide other issues. But what issues - he keeps silent. Again, it's unclear. It turns out that 
he called Khrushchev and says, “Why is there no signature of the Secretary of the Central Committee under the 


Secretariat minutes , put your signature. Since then, a signature has appeared under the Secretariat minutes . 
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I did not understand his statement that when deciding the question of signing the Presidium minutes, other 
fundamental questions had to be decided. When on June 26 the entire Presidium sat and accused Beria for two 
and a half hours of all his sins (and there were many ), we asked him to explain what other fundamental questions 
he had in mind that had to be decided when deciding the question of the Secretary of the Central Committee 
signing the Presidium minutes. To this he replied: maybe we should draw up asummons . So is this a fundamental 


question? He lied like the last scoundrel, and could not answer anything . 


Our abnormality has gone further . We have an old, ancient tradition that all questions of international politics, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and others are decided in the Politburo . Now they have transferred it to the 
Presidium of the Council of Ministers 25 , and included Comrades Voroshilov, Saburov, Pervukhin - a closer 


circle - in the discussion. 


At that time they didn't want to argue with him, I say it myself, and then I retreat, I think that time is needed to 
clarify. This could not continue for long. If we value the party and understand what our Bolshevik party is, the 
Leninist party, whose leaders were Lenin and Stalin and will remain its spiritual leaders, then we could not go 


down this path for long. 


For the sake of completeness, I must touch upon a question which, it seems to me, has finally revealed Beria's face. 
This is the discussion of the German question. Over half a million people fled from East Germany to West 
Germany in two and a quarter years , that is, from socialist to capitalist . It is clear that this was an indicator of 
major disorders in East Germany. These disorders are completely obvious, they were revealed thanks to our help 
. They took an excessively rapid course of industrialization, an excessively large construction plan. In addition, 
they have occupation expenses for our army, they pay reparations... And there are 18 million Germans in all. Next 


to them is the decaying capitalist environment in West Germany , and Hitler's upbringing has a significant effect. 


And you yourselves must understand that the question of correcting this obviously leftist course was necessary, 
it was urgent and pressing. We corrected it. But I must say that when we corrected this matter, we discussed the 
question of Germany as a whole. Here for the first time Beria spoke - what kind of socialism do we need in 
Germany, what kind of socialism, it would be a bourgeois Germany, as long as it is peace-loving. We widened 
our eyes - what kind of peace-loving bourgeois Germany can there be, what kind of bourgeois Germany can there 
be in the eyes of a member of the Politburo of the Central Committee of our party, which imposed one world war, 
bourgeois Germany, which imposed a second world war, what kind of bourgeois peace-loving Germany can there 
be in our conditions of further development of imperialism, who among Marxists can judge soberly in general, 
who stands on positions close to socialism or to Soviet power, who can think of some kind of bourgeois Germany, 
which will be peace-loving and under the control of four powers. Well, we argued, talked a little, we had to 
formulate. It seemed to me that maybe it was a slip of the tongue, maybe an inaccuracy of expression, a polemical 
passion, or the person miscalculated what he said in the heat of the moment. After some time, I received a draft 
resolution on this issue as a result of the discussion. This draft resolution was then drawn up as protocol No. 27 
of May 27, 1953. It was drawn up correctly. But here is what was written there, the main directive. I wrote how 
Beria's decision was made on this issue. When developing a proposal, we had to develop a detailed resolution on 


the German question based on a short proposal. The main instructions when developing proposals had to proceed 
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from the fact that the main reason for the unfavorable situation in the GDR is the course of building socialism, 
which is erroneous in the current conditions, pursued in the German Democratic Republic. I called Beria: how is 
this possible - if the course of building socialism is erroneous, then what is our course? He says: it says there - in 
the current conditions. What does it mean in the present conditions — in the present conditions, first a course 
toward capitalism, and then toward socialism. I said that I propose to correct this entire phrase, but to say — the 
course toward accelerating the construction of socialism is erroneous in the present conditions. I agree. That is 
how it is written down now. That course toward the construction of socialism was incorrect, erroneous, now the 
course toward accelerating the construction of socialism turned out to be erroneous, incorrect. This amendment 


was accepted after some discussions. 


So, those conversations that took place at the meeting of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers. - what kind of 
socialist Germany is there, what does socialism have to do with Germany, let it be bourgeois, but peace-loving, 
that's what we need to hit. It was not a simple conversation. It was a conversation of a person who has nothing in 
common with our party, this person is from the bourgeois camp, this person is anti-Soviet. That's the meaning of 


it, of everything that Beria is. 


A Soviet person cannot speak against pursuing a course of building socialism in the GDR. This means that we 
must give up these 18 million Germans, won with our blood, give them to the bourgeoisie, to capitalism. But who 
will give them up? Where can we find such a person, a traitor in our ranks, who our party or any honest 


communists or honest workers can follow? This was an attempt to impose a new course, but it failed. 


Then, this was already on May 27, there was a preliminary skirmish on a fundamental, deep issue. He approached 


this issue, but this is a fact, this is not some trifle, not some nitpicking on our part. 


That is why, when we talk about Beria’s political image, let’s say: we didn’t understand this matter well, we didn’t 


understand who Beria was, and he was an outsider, he was not from our camp, he was from the anti-Soviet camp. 
Voices. Correct. 


[Molotov.] And so I say: how did it happen then, after all, that this man was sitting here. You see, 3 1/2 months 
have passed , I think it is to the credit of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party that in these three 
months, when he was unbridled , when he showed himself more openly, when he crawled out with his guts ... 
we exposed him, arrested him, and put him in prison. I think we should approve such a decision of the Plenum 


of the Central Committee. (Stormy applause.) 
Voices. Correct. 
[Molotov.] Comrades, we are now finding out, getting acquainted with the biography of this man, and we see that 


we will have to scrub a lot of dirt from our hands and from our bodies. This is such a dirty type, a morally 


decomposed, alien, and rotten person. You will learn these facts yet . 
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And this man set himself the task of placing the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the Government and the Party. 
All his tricks through his apparatus were aimed at creating a situation where he had real power in his hands, he 
controlled the Central Committee and the Government , he monitored our every step, he eavesdropped on us. 


These were the tools he was counting on. 

I must add to this that all this would be incomprehensible if he were not pursuing a course from socialism to 
capitalism . Why does he need all this? Who wants to build socialism with us, why are we not his comrades and 
where will he find better comrades. And if he is not following this course, then he needs to have another support, 
another apparatus, then he needs to do what he plans to do, but cannot yet say openly. This is how I understand 
this matter. 

I think, comrades, that this fact - comrade Malenkov read the draft letter to "comrade Rankovich ", for "comrade 
Tito" - with this fact the traitor gave himself away red-handed. It was written by him by hand and he did not want 
the Presidium of the Central Committee to discuss this issue. What kind of person is he ? 

True, we exchanged ambassadors. 

Malenkov: And we wanted to normalize relations. 

[Molotov.] We want normalization of relations, and we have formulated in writing in the Central Committee how 
we treat Yugoslavia at the present time. It is clear that if we were unsuccessful in direct action, we decided to take 
another approach, we decided that we must establish with Yugoslavia the same relations as with other bourgeois 


states: ambassadors, exchange of telegrams, business meetings, and so on. 


And what is this: “ I take this opportunity to convey to you, Comrade Rankovich, a big greeting from Comrade 


Beria and to inform Comrade Tito that if Comrade Tito shares this point of view, it would be appropriate...” 


— etc. etc. 


What is this ? 


Voice. Without a government decision. 


[Molotov .] He did not want the Government's decision. He was fidgeting, but he fell into their hands. 


Bulganin: This is the hand of one camp . 


Voice from the Presidium. In the hands of one camp . 


[Molotov .] This is certainly one camp . The first thing we must say for ourselves is: Beria is an agent, a class 


enemy. 
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Voices. Correct. 


[Molotov.] He got into our camp and, hiding here, tried to use the situation after the death of Comrade Stalin - as 
if the party had weakened, lost its head, did not know how to do everything. He got ahead, seized the apparatus, 
as if it would be useful to him . I will say in all honesty : the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs would 


not have followed him, there are communists there too. 


Voices. Correct. 


[Molotov.] There are people there who are devoted to the party . Maybe only scoundrels would have gone. Beria 
wanted to confuse our internal affairs, confuse our internal policy, and create complications . What was he aiming 
at? What forces could support the stinking bug - Beria? What internal forces - the class of workers, collective 
farmers, intelligentsia could support this scum in our Soviet Union ? Who could support? He had no internal 
forces. He could have found support among foreign capitalists - Tito-Rankovich, he is an agent of the capitalists, 
he was trained by them. He jumped out of there and made his way to us . We have not studied his biography 
much, now we will study it better. How could it happen that such a person as Beria could get into our ranks ? 
From the insufficient vigilance of our Central Committee, including Comrade Stalin. He found some human 
weaknesses in Comrade Stalin, and who does not have them? Lenin and Stalin and each of us have them . He 
cleverly adapted to them, cleverly exploited them. This is not my first year of work . Ever since Beria came to 
Moscow, the atmosphere has deteriorated: plenary sessions stopped being held, the congress dragged on for 13 
years. This began after the 18th Congress, just at the time of Beria's arrival in Moscow. He did not carry out a 
coup, but he did everything that could be done . He poisoned the atmosphere, he was intrigued. Comrade Stalin 
did not always believe him, especially recently he had little faith in him, but there was weakness on the part of 
all of us without exception. How could this happen? Because we have only one party in the Soviet Union, because 
in the Soviet Union we had only one Communist Party, ours . We talk a lot about the fact that this is due to the 
fact that we do not have antagonistic classes; this is the root of the issue . We must not forget about the 
international situation. We, in our country, cannot have a second party, that we are in a capitalist encirclement. 
We could not allow any cracks that could disintegrate our country, our state. The capitalists will give any money, 
not millions, but billions , in order to start a small camp, an organization that has a leftist face, a rightist face, 
centrism, pink, whatever you want, only not communist, only that it would differ in some way from the All-Union 
Communist Party (Bolsheviks), from the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. For this they will do anything. In 


our country, no other party can be anything other than an agent of foreign capital, an agent of the imperialists. 


And so, comrades, when they want to create a new organization for us, plan and so on, then these people either 
dream of the path that Tito and his gang took, or they can dream of creating something like this, because Tito is 
still considered a communist. Why can't Beria be considered a communist and do things differently from the 


party? The bourgeoisie, capitalism will shower any such agent with gold, if only he were found. 


And the significance of this international moment, which consists in the fact that our struggle is currently reaching 


a particular acuteness, is that capitalism is worried about its fate and that it is looking for where to find such a 
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rotten place, such a person who can be a provocateur, a traitor, whatever you want, a sellout, but only to carry 


out this order, to have such a crack in the Soviet Union. 
This is the work that the provocateur Beria did - to create a crack and on this basis undermine our Soviet Union. 


We talk about merits, we very often judge people by their merits, by their work, etc., or by their so-called pedantic 
devotion. We very often, instead of a real party approach, instead of real party work, limit ourselves to the fact 


that if he says hallelujah, if he knows quotes, he is an ideologist who can express the opinion of the party . 


We must fight against these traits of dogmatism that exist and create the appearance of party spirit, but are false 


and do not correspond to real party spirit . 


This part, of course. Beria used it well. He wrote a brochure about Comrade Stalin 26 . They say it was not he who 
wrote it, but his chief assistant in the spirit of Shariy, who is an alien person. Basically, a correct brochure, but a 
number of such things are allowed in that they are unusually flattering to a certain person, in order to make the 
attitude to the author as advantageous as possible, from the point of view of attention. Here the dogmatic side is 
maintained quite cleverly. The imitation of party spirit is quite good, and the quotations are good, and the facts 
are good. Because what relates to the history of Comrade Stalin's work in Transcaucasia is a brilliant page in the 
history of our party, this is what not only Transcaucasia, but our entire party was brought up on. But to think that 


this work reflects real party spirit, that would be naive on our part. 


The other side. We often get caught in the fact that a person has merits, works, carries out big tasks. Beoia is one 
of such people. He did a lot of work, he worked talentedly in organizing a number of economic events, but listen, 
we also use saboteurs, we make them work when it is necessary, we make people from former saboteurs who 


bring benefits when they see that it is impossible to go on the old path . 


Khrushchev. Ramzin received the Order of Lenin. 27 


Molotov. Tupolev sat as a saboteur, and now he makes airplanes for us. When he saw how things were, that he 


had to work for this government, he started working, and God bless him, let him work. 


He is no longer the same person; he is a new person. But a person who is interested not only in a narrow field, 
but wants to be among the leading government figures, must necessarily be a communist. He must earn trust in 
some way, rise up. There is no other way out. We have one party, it puts forward, it appoints people, it 
popularizes, it provides work. This is the path that Beria understood, and he stubbornly followed this path. And 
now, when we look at him, how he kept everything inside himself and moved forward stubbornly and finally got 
to the top, we see what kind of person he is. This person does not breathe our spirit, he is alien to our party, he 
is from a different root, he is an alien . He is an alien and anti-Soviet person. From the facts we have, we must 
conclude that our party work is weak in many respects, not at the level at which it should be conducted. And it's 


not just Beria, it's not just that Beria had Sharia as his ideologist. I'll read the resolution of the Central Committee 
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of the Communist Party of Georgia, adopted in 1948, and approved by the Central Committee of the party. Until 


his last day, Beria's ideological assistant was a certain Sharia. Who is Sharia? 


Here is the decision of the Central Committee of Georgia from 1948: 


"The Bureau of the Central Committee of Georgia considers it established that in 1943, in connection with the 
death of his son, Sharia wrote an ideologically harmful work in verse, imbued with deep pessimism and religious 
mystical sentiments. Deviating from the basic principles of the Bolshevik materialistic worldview, Sharia says in 
this work that he does not see a better world ... His life after the death of his son (he died of tuberculosis) is nothing 


but torment . And in the end he goes so far as to recognize the immortality of the soul and the reality of the afterlife 


" 


This man was reinstated in the party by us by mistake: by mistake we supported the wrong decision of the 
Georgian Central Committee. It turns out that until Beria's arrest, Sharia was his assistant on ideological issues. 
That's what he breathed in. 


It is also worth paying attention to the fact that we wrote decisions in a hurry on Lithuania and Ukraine, which 
stirred up anti-Russian sentiments among Ukrainian and Lithuanian nationalists . We accepted Beria's proposal 
to remove the secretary of the Central Committee of Belarus, Patolichev, and replace him with another. We also 
made this decision in a hurry, and corrected it later, on the fly, when Patolichev himself asked not to send him to 
the Plenum, saying that the Plenum would support him and one could end up in an awkward situation. And 
indeed, the Plenum, with great unanimity, decided to leave Patolichev as secretary, and we made the one we had 
designated as first secretary - the former second secretary, a good comrade, comrade Zimyanin - the chairman of 
the Council of Ministers. This satisfied the general mood of all the comrades at the Plenum of the Central 


Committee of Belarus. 


This "hero" Beria, who decided to replace the first secretary of Ukraine, the first secretary of Belarus, then to make 
radical changes in the personnel of Lithuania, and so on. - what did he do? Thanks to our hasty decisions, he 


caused a lot of trouble, he intensified the national enmity in these republics . 


[Molotov] ...and we, comrades, must admit - this is another indicator of how weak our party work is. As soon as 
some new, not quite correct, hasty decision comes to light - even the nationalists are inspired, everyone is already 
stirring. And where have we gone, our party work? How far behind are we in our party work if it is so easy to 


spoil our party work with individual decisions. 
Malenkov: Correct. 
[Molotov] I think that we need to take a good look at what we are doing. Really talk about self-criticism and in 


practice not forget that we are responsible for some things that need to be corrected carefully, without the haste 


that we have recently shown on a number of issues. And without this we cannot really correct the matter. 
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Now - what can this person count on in the Soviet Union? I, comrades, think that from the point of view of our 
internal forces, our country is in sucha prime of life that everyone will envy the fact that we are growing stronger 
economically from year to year and are growing quickly, rising, strengthening, creating first-class technical things, 
raising a huge number of new trained qualified people. But, comrades, let us not forget that we have such a 


number of shortcomings and irregularities in our work that we need to work very hard and seriously on this . 


In recent years we have hastily made a number of decisions that need to be corrected. For example, we were forced 
to decisively correct and cancel the decision to build the Turkmen Canal 28 . It started with the fact that it would 
cost several billion rubles. It was a useful thing, but it turned out that if we built this canal, it would cost thirty 
billion rubles, without any immediate benefit in the near future. Is this really the most urgent of all tasks for the 
Turkmen and for anyone else in the Soviet Union? It had to be corrected. We corrected this matter. And in a 
number of other construction projects. Take what comrades Malenkov and Khrushchev said about the situation 
in agriculture. We have an intolerable situation in agriculture, especially in livestock farming, vegetable growing, 
in the most essential things. Here the comrades were right when they said that not only did a person like Beria 
not help us in correcting and improving economic work, he interfered, he slowed us down, he did everything he 
could to prevent this matter from being corrected. Meanwhile, we have every opportunity to quickly provide 
ourselves with vegetables, potatoes, and cabbage, and raise livestock farming to a truly high level. We just need 


to get to work on this urgently, and not be afraid to seriously correct some things in our work. 


Voice from the floor. Correct. 


[Molotov] Because we were not seriously involved in this matter and were too satisfied with the fact that we were 


making decisions and that everything would be done, we thought, of course, but it didn’t work out . 


Now, regarding the international situation, the fact is that now is precisely the period when capitalist states, 


including the largest ones, are worried about their existence, about their position, and about their tomorrow . 


In fact, after the Second World War an unprecedented historical event took place: 800 million people are united 
in the Soviet Union and around the Soviet Union. Two world markets have been formed, as Comrade Stalin 
remarkably and extremely scientifically defined in "Economic Problems." 29 This is not simply the market of the 
Soviet Union and the market of the capitalist states, but two world markets. This means that those states that are 
united around the Soviet Union in the person of these 800 million people - the Soviet Union, China, North Korea, 
Poland, the GDR, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Albania - these states now constitute such a 


powerful, unprecedented force that capitalism is now in fear for its tomorrow. 


And now more and more adventures against the Soviet Union are being prepared. You see, the armistice in Korea 
is being delayed; they can do nothing. Our policy has taken this path, they are faced with a fact, they are forced 
to make peace. The Chinese and Koreans have taken this path to ensure peace in the East. And now they are 
creating all sorts of obstacles on this path. This is a period when the opportunities that we had in our hands, 
which we used very poorly in a number of ways, we are now using more actively, we are putting into action the 


reserves that were lying unused, we are changing tactics and creating a number of new difficulties for them . 
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We have now created a huge economic base, which consists not only of the Soviet Union and 500 million Chinese 
and 100 million other nations. This is a colossal economic base of socialism, under which socialism is invincible 
and moves forward irresistibly. At this time, it is necessary for someone to act as a disorganizer of our work. Here 
is a class agent of our class enemy sent to our country in order to introduce disorganizing elements into our work 


at this alarming time. 

I think Beria became too brazen, he began to hurry too much, they rushed him too much, and this is how he gave 
himself away. We are now taking advantage of the fact that what we did not see in Beria for 15 years, we saw in 
three and a half months, because someone was rushing him and he began to become too brazen, he stuck out his 
claws too much, and we saw that he was a predator, he was a stranger who needed to be taken by the hand and 
put in his place. 

We have done this, comrades, and I think there can be no talk of any weakening of the leadership of the party and 
the country, we have cleansed ourselves of the agents of our class enemy, we have strengthened our party. 
(Stormy applause. ) 

We are now standing on our feet as never before. In our midst, in the core of leadership, there are now finally 
honest relations, we are not afraid to talk to each other now, as it was a week and a half ago, and that was it. You 


may have seen nothing, but maybe you have seen something. 


In my opinion, simple conclusions follow from all this: we must be firm, principled and unwavering in our party 


spirit. We must, moreover, be vigilant in all our work, more vigilant in all our work. (Applause) 


Bulganin: There is a proposal, comrades, to stop the work of the Plenum today and to announce a break until 


tomorrow. No objections? No. 

Tomorrow at 12 noon, right here in this hall. 

MEETING JULY 3 

Morning session 

Khrushchev: I declare the Plenum session open. We continue the discussion of Comrade Malenkov's report. 
Comrade Bulganin has the floor, comrade Serdyuk - Lvov to get ready. 

Bulganin: Comrades, Comrade Malenkov has reported everything thoroughly, correctly and, I would say, well. 


Comrades Khrushchev and Molotov have correctly continued to cover the matter . However, the question is of 


such importance that there is a need to say more and further on this issue. 
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Our party has seen more serious events. We know how the party broke the backs of adventurers and conspirators 
on a larger scale, who acted as a group and not as individuals. We also know from the party's history that the 
party, by suppressing and eliminating adventurers and conspirators, became tempered, grew stronger, and its 


authority among the people increased. 


Everything we have heard about Beria, and what we now know about him, tells us, comrades, that we are dealing 


with an enemy of the party, with an enemy of the Soviet state and people. 


Even during the life of Comrade Stalin, Beria behaved very suspiciously. In front of our eyes, we saw him, he 
behaved rudely, impudently, brazenly, disregarding the collective, disregarding comrades, intriguing before 
Comrade Stalin. Each of us, comrades , has seen many times cases of the most vile, most vile intrigues before 
Comrade Stalin about the comrades surrounding him. This was in his character and, apparently, he had long- 


term goals. 


After the death of Comrade Stalin, he not only continued this line of disunity among the collective, intrigue, and 


discreditation, but, as you see, he behaved even more brazenly and engaged in direct anti-party, anti-state activity. 


It became clear that we couldn't leave things like that. If we left things like that, we would end up in an adventure. 


As the comrades here said, despite the fact that we tolerated him in our midst, moreover, as they rightly said, 
treated him with visible respect, in reality it was completely different. Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Molotov, 
and Comrade Malenkov rightly spoke here about the actual mood of the members of the Presidium of the Central 


Committee in relation to him . 


Comrade Khrushchev Nikita Sergeyevich, in the days before Comrade Stalin's death, when Comrade Stalin was 
still alive, actually said it directly to me, and I want to repeat it, to say it in more detail: "You know," he said, "you 
see, we are standing on the eve of the death of our leader, but know that I am afraid that Beria will greatly 
complicate matters for us. I foresee that when Stalin dies, he will rush to the Ministry of Internal Affairs. And why 
do you think he needs the Ministry of Internal Affairs? So that later he can place listeners among us, keep an eye 


on us and take matters into his own hands, subjugate the party and the state." 


As you can see, such talk, such moods were already there then. And then it happened that way. The members of 
the Presidium were under the supervision of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Beria. The members of the 


Presidium were put under surveillance. Here they talked about eavesdropping. 


Comrades, we have at our disposal the wiretapping records of Khrushchev, Malenkov, Molotov, Bulganin, 
Voroshilov. We were being watched. I will give you one small fact, perhaps , but it is characteristic so that you 
understand the situation, a small detail. Two or three days, I think, before we arrested him on June 26, we arrived 
by car at half past one at night, having finished working late , to the apartment - comrade Malenkov, comrade 
Khrushchev, me, and Beria - he gave us a ride to the apartment. We live - Georgy Maximilianovich, Nikita 


Sergeyevich, and I in the same house. Nikita and I live opposite each other on the same floor, and Georgy lives 
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on the floor below. We arrived at the apartment. Georgy Maximilianovich went to the fourth floor, and Nikita and 


I went up to the fifth. We went up to the landing, stood there and said that it was hot at home, let's go to the dacha. 


He says: "I'll go home and have a look." And I say: 'T'll go straight to the dacha." I got into the same elevator, went 
down, and went to the dacha. The next day Nikita Sergeyevich calls me in the middle of the day and says: "Listen, 
I want to check. Didn't you tell anyone that we went to the dacha? Didn't you talk to anyone? How does Beria 
know that we went to the dacha? He calls me and says: You went to the dacha with Bulganin." We didn't attach 
any importance to this. The next day, in Comrade Malenkov's room, Beria says out loud: "They're being cunning. 
They went up to the apartment and then went to the dacha." I say: " You know, it's very hot at home, let's go to 
the dacha." "Come on," he says, "you didn't go into the apartment, you went down in the elevator and went to the 
dacha, and Khrushchev," he says, "he really did, without hesitation , go in and follow you." We decided to turn 
this into a joke. Nikita Sergeyevich says: "How could you possibly know that you have agents?" 


Khrushchev. Spies. 


Bulganin : That's right, he said - spies. He passed. He said nothing . This fact, comrades, shows that this man had 


already gone wild at the end. And to postpone it any further, of course, was dangerous. 


Moreover, I will say one more fact, which I spoke point- blank to Beria at the Presidium meeting, which the 
comrades know about. The German question was discussed here - this was a major question, on which he was 
rebuffed at the Presidium meeting in essence. In essence, you heard from the report, from the speeches of 
Comrade Molotov, Comrade Malenkov, that the question was about which path we should take Germany - along 
the path of strengthening the German Democratic Republic or along the path of liquidating it and turning 
Germany into bourgeois Germany. Beria held the latter point of view. The members of the Presidium spoke out 


against Beria. 


The next day there was a meeting of the so-called special committee, chaired by Beria, and of which I am a member 
of the Presidium. Arriving at the meeting of the Presidium, he postponed the meeting for an hour to talk to me 
about the German question. He began the conversation on the merits. The conversation was essentially of the 
following nature. I gave him examples of neutralizing Germany, that nothing would come of it. I gave as an 
example (I had consulted with some comrades the day before) that in history there were such things as the Treaty 
of Versailles 31 , under which Germany was disarmed, and then what happened? Germany rose up and attacked 
the Soviet Union. I do not want to talk about that now. He rudely and rather brazenly stated the following: “This 
cannot continue any longer. If things go on like this, we will have to remove some ministers from the Presidium , 


remove ministers from their posts.” 
I say that in our Presidium we have ministers Molotov, Bulganin, and Beria, who are we talking about? He says: 


"The current leadership will have to be changed." This is a direct threat that if, they say, you continue this line, do 


not vote for my proposals, then we will simply throw you out. 
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If we add to this style of conversation that conversation with Strokach, which Georgy Maximilianovich Malenkov 
spoke about here - "We will expel, arrest, rot in the camps, grind into dust" - there is no need to say more about 


who we were dealing with. These facts speak for themselves. 


Moreover, comrades, there is every reason to believe, and we are perhaps convinced , that we are dealing with a 
big, seasoned international adventurer. To put it simply, there is every reason to believe that we are dealing with 
an international agent and spy. Georgy Maximilianovich and Vyacheslav Mikhailovich read here his letter, which 
remained unsent, to "comrades" Rankovich and Tito. I will cite some more facts. Just before his arrest, the day 
before, we learned that Beria was collecting military materials, in particular materials on our naval forces. He had 
developed a questionnaire, and data is being collected on this questionnaire, for example, what our naval forces 
can counter with the American and English fleets, what our coastal naval defense consists of, what kind of artillery 
we have, what its qualities are, and some other data. At the same time, they were asked questions and requested 
data on our air defense, what our anti-aircraft artillery was like, what its effectiveness was. Then, at the same time, 
questions were asked and this questionnaire was sent to the Air Force about our aircraft, what their features were, 


what their ceiling was, what their armament was, etc. 


The investigation of this matter showed that this data was selected , as it were, in order to examine some special 
questions connected with rocket weapons. But, the question arises, why were these data required without the 
knowledge of the Central Committee of the Party, bypassing the Minister of Defense? Of course, all this data was 
not given to him , it was reported to me, and I reported to the Central Committee that this was the case. And it 


may not be by chance that this data was needed in order to give advice and instructions to someone. 

Now, comrades, look at the internal issues that Georgy Maximilianovich reported on here and that Nikita 
Sergeyevich and Vyacheslav Mikhailovich spoke about. Every issue has a background that is extremely dangerous 
for the state. Take the issue of amnesty. 

The release of thieves and repeat offenders is a blow to public order in the country. Is that clear? 

Voices from the audience: Correct. 

Bulganin: Let's take the questions of Latvia, Lithuania, Western Ukraine. Now it is clear to us that this was, 
undoubtedly, an attempt to strike a blow at the Leninist-Stalinist national policy and the moral and political unity 
of the Soviet people. 

Voices from the audience: Correct. 

Bulganin: Speaking about the national question, one cannot ignore the Georgian question. 32 You have read the 
material. This scoundrel has taken upon himself the monopoly right to decide all Georgian questions with regard 


to Georgia. I will express the general opinion of the Presidium of the Central Committee that he has confused this 


matter so much that it is necessary to seriously sort out what is happening in Georgia now. 
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Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Bulganin: We hope that the Georgian party organization will be unanimous with the entire party in the matter of 


exposing and expelling this vile scoundrel and adventurer. 


Comrades, if we add to this what Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev said here about our agriculture, then Beria's 
hand was undoubtedly involved here . Agriculture was brought to a state that was in the interests of Beria and 


his clique . 


All these facts indicate that he acted on the principle: the worse, the better. 


Comrades, we have heard about the supposedly positive role of Beria in his affairs on the release of doctors, the 
liquidation of the Georgian case, the liquidation of the case of the so-called Shakhurin and Novikov 33, the case 
of Marshal Yakovlev 34 . We must debunk him here too. He has no positive role in these affairs. On the contrary, 


all this was done in order to create the appearance of popularity for himself. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Bulganin: How did things really stand? I'll tell you that even during Comrade Stalin's lifetime, we, members of 
the Presidium of the Central Committee, said among ourselves, let's be honest , that the doctors’ plot was a sham. 


Even during Comrade Stalin's lifetime, we said this among ourselves. Is that right, comrades? 


Voices from the Presidium. Correct. 


Bulganin: We said that the Georgian case is a phony, a phony case. The Shakhurin and Novikov case is a shameful 
case for us. Did you say that? We did. The Marshal Yakovlev case is a shameful case for us. Did you say that? We 


did, even when Comrade Stalin was alive. 


Beria knew about these conversations. I ask, what was he supposed to do after Comrade Stalin's death, when he 
took over as Minister of Internal Affairs? Of course, he had to finish these things. These things were finished not 
because he played some positive role. No, the situation forced him to do so. He knew the opinion of the Central 


Committee, the opinion of the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee on these issues. 


Now it turns out that Beria took a written statement from all those released. Doctor Ryzhik 35 told me about this 
yesterday , accidentally being in the apartment, that he took a written statement from all those released about 
their future behavior, how they should behave. Naturally , the statements were taken in order to keep these people 


in their hands now . 
Comrades, the exposure of Beria, I will tell you, especially the completion of this exposure and the arrest of Beria 
itself was a difficult matter and a risky matter. And here we must give credit to comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev, 


and Molotov (stormy applause), who organized this matter well and brought it to the end. 
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Comrades, after the death of Comrade Stalin, the Presidium of the Central Committee had to carry out very 


difficult work, to resolve complex issues of domestic and foreign policy. 


Khrushchev: There is one amendment: do not exclude yourself from this. (Applause.) 


Bulganin: I am very grateful to you, Nikita, for this remark and I declare to you and all other comrades that I acted 


only as every decent member of the party should act. (Applause.) 


The exposure of Beria and his arrest testify to the firmness of Lenin-Stalin's principled stand, the irreconcilability 
towards the enemies of our Central Committee and its Presidium. The Beria case shows that our current Central 
Committee and its Presidium, educated and tempered by Comrade Stalin, are a loyal stronghold, a dependable 


leader of the party and our Soviet people. (Stormy applause.) 


Now, comrades, I want to touch on some questions regarding practical measures regarding the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs. It must be admitted, comrades, frankly, that we have poorly controlled and checked the work of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs and its organs, I mean here , when I say we, not only the Central Committee and 


the Presidium, but also you, all of you sitting here. 


Voices. Correct. 


Bulganin: Our regional party committees, the Central Committees of the republics, the territorial committees, 
despite the fact that we have written down many times in the Central Committee decisions the need to decisively 
put an end to the lack of control in the activities of these bodies, have still not exercised and do not exercise real, 
deep control over the work of these bodies. We must put an end to this. This is indisputable. Today at this Plenum 
this is especially clear. But I think, comrades, that it is not enough if we just say this. I think we must say it more 
specifically. We must establish control over these bodies on specific practical issues. The bureau of the regional 
committee, territorial committee, the Central Committee of the republic, the Presidium of the Central Committee 


must know who is being arrested, how they are being interrogated, who is in prison, what the rules are in prison 
Khrushchev: And most importantly, to strengthen party work among the employees of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. 

Bulganin: Strengthen them and help them to remain good party members. They say that they do not allow it 
under the guise of imposing incredible secrecy on the whole matter . ask, and our party organizations, instructors 
of regional and regional committees and other leading workers of party bodies have access to the most secret 


laboratories, research institutes, where exclusively secret work is done. 


Why can't they go to prison and check on the conditions of those arrested? 
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Voroshilov. Check who was arrested and why . 


Bulganin. How interrogations are conducted. This must be put an end to. Why can't the regional committee 
instructor go and check? Why can't the regional committee instructor go to any top secret laboratory, but can't 


come here? 


And another question - about personnel. I think that we also did not finish the job with personnel, we also wrote 
down a lot, and we must admit that we did not do this work well, we did not do what needed to be done. We 
often talked about the need to replace people in the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, to change them, 
to put in new ones. But how was this done? In the center, they took people from the periphery, the same people 


from the Ministry of Internal Affairs. We need to put new people there. 


Voices. Correct. 


Bulganin. From our party and state apparatus. 


Voices. That's right, we need new people. 


Bulganin: And I often heard that these were Chekists, experienced Chekists , and these experienced Chekists were 


the ones who spoiled the matter. 


What is going on, what is the MVD? It is the Cheka — the Extraordinary Commission. 36 You remember, at least 
most remember and know the Cheka for combating counterrevolution, sabotage, and speculation. They were 
created in the most difficult years of the Soviet regime, during the civil war, and that is what they are now, nothing 
has changed, only the name has changed. But the rights are still the same, the methods of work are still the same, 


and we have already lived for 35 years. So can we tolerate this any longer? We need to put an end to this. 


There are some questions that I think need to be reconsidered. For example, should all prisons be left under the 
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 37 , or should they be transferred to the justice authorities, and the 


Ministry of Internal Affairs made into an intelligence agency and an investigative agency? 


Another question. We must implement Comrade Stalin's repeated instructions to make the Ministry of Internal 


Affairs a civilian ministry, not a military one. 


Voices. Correct. 


Bulganin. We have an army, there are generals, officers, and soldiers. We all know that Comrade Stalin more than 
once cursed and scolded Beria - he says, your tricks, your work. Why is our Ministry of Internal Affairs 
militarized? We need to de-militarize it. Why are there generals, officers, after all, it is a military organization. The 
employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs should be, on the contrary, the simpler, the better, and then their 


work will be even more effective. 
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Comrades, I am finishing. I have said everything I had to say, in conclusion I will only say that a great deal has 
been done. A serious and dangerous adventure for the party and the state has been prevented. All this shows that 
our party is a strong party and firm. Comrade Stalin left us a strong and united party. It is still like that today. 
This Plenum of the Central Committee speaks of this. 


I mean that everything at the Plenum suggests that the present Plenum will be unanimous in its decision and will 


approve the actions of the Presidium of the Central Committee. (Prolonged applause.) 


The decisions of the Plenum will further strengthen the ranks of our party, will further unite these ranks around 
our Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee, so that with honor and dignity we can carry forward the banner of 


Lenin-Stalin to communism. (Applause.) 


Khrushchev. Comrade Serdyuk has the floor 38 . Comrade Bakradze, get ready. 


Serdyuk: Comrades, the history of our Communist Party, as Comrade Malenkov, Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade 
Molotov, and Comrade Bulganin just spoke to me about it very vividly , has shown how the enemies of our Soviet 
people, the Soviet state, the party tried to strike a blow first of all at the leadership of our party, to sow discord, 
to disunite, to strike at the most sacred of our Soviet people - the workers, the collective farmers, the intelligentsia 
- this is our Communist Party, which leads our Soviet people to a bright future - to communism, and leads it 
successfully. And so at this Plenum of the Central Committee of the Party we are discussing the issue of one of 
the notorious enemies (I believe that this is an enemy of the party, the Soviet state) trying to strike a blow at our 


Communist Party, the leadership of the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee of the Party. 


But as Comrade Malenkov showed in his report, and Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Molotov, and Comrade 
Bulganin showed in their speeches, the party exposed, destroyed, and after each destruction of enemies grew 


stronger, united, and led the people along the path to communism outlined by Lenin and Stalin. 


I believe that the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party, having removed from his posts an adventurer, 
a spy, a notorious enemy of our Soviet state who had infiltrated the leadership, having expelled him from the 
Party and arrested him, this decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party found unanimous 
approval from all of us present at this Plenum, we approved it after listening to the report of Comrade Malenkov 


and the speeches of Presidium members Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Molotov, Comrade Bulganin. 


I can say with confidence, as can everyone present here, that this decision will find unanimous support and 


approval from all communists of our great party of Lenin and Stalin. (Applause.) 


Comrades, our Leninist-Stalinist party will support our leadership, the communists will support it, our Soviet 
people, who have shed so much blood and sweat to build a new, bright, communist society in our country, will 
support it. From the detailed report of Comrade Malenkov, from the speeches of Presidium members Comrades 


Khrushchev, Molotov, and Bulganin, we see to what baseness the enemy who has infiltrated our ranks has 
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reached. He, comrades, wanted to decapitate our Soviet state. He, as Comrade Malenkov and all those who have 
spoken here have said, wanted to sit on the party, wanted to subjugate the party. If you think about it, comrades, 
he was planning something terrible. He did not succeed, and in this lies the strength of the Leninist-Stalinist 


education of our party leadership. 


Look at what this scoundrel did among the leadership? He sowed mistrust, but the leaders of our party, brought 
up by Lenin and Stalin, decided the issue correctly, and its solution will find, I repeat, the unanimous support of 


the entire Soviet state, the entire Soviet people. 


Beria, as is now very clearly evident from Comrade Malenkov's report and other speeches, having made his way 
to the leadership, forced the plans he had outlined. I, comrades, knew Beria as one of the leaders and did not 


know him closely, and I believed that he was working for the benefit of our party, for the benefit of our state. 
Voroshilov: That's what everyone thought. 


Serdyuk. But now, in light of events, you can clearly see how skillfully he carried it out, at least in the examples 
after he became Minister of Internal Affairs, in the arrangement of personnel. Comrades, in one and a half to two 
months he replaced all the heads of the regional departments of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in Ukraine. 


Comrades, there was order in the party. 


I get up in the morning, Kirichenko tells me: "Serdyuk has arrived. Strokach is being recalled to Moscow, why?" 
Kirichenko will probably speak . This is probably because Strokach is a party man, a most devoted communist, 
he goes to the regional committee, informs me, as the secretary of the regional committee, what he is thinking of 


doing and what some Meshik, appointed by Beria, demands of him. 


They say they change everyone; they select personnel. Just look - in two months he combed through, replaced 
people for himself. The undesirable Strokach is a communist, a real Bolshevik. And what's the matter? I heard it 
when comrade Malenkov reported at the plenum and from the speeches of comrades. I did not know these things 
as a communist. I, put by the party at the head of the party organization, was guided by the decisions of the 
Central Committee and carried out the party policy to strengthen the party, to strengthen the unity of the party 
and the Soviet people. And here are the facts. 


Comrade Strokach comes to me at the regional party committee and says: "Comrade Serdyuk, it's not clear to me, 
maybe I've gotten out of hand.” And he was recently the Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, and the MGB had 
all the intelligence, all the arrests, all the prisons... 

Voroshilov: Everything was produced autonomously . 

Serdyuk: This was all in the MGB. Comrade Strokach says: "Maybe I'm behind, but Meshik demands that I 
photograph the two most backward collective farms and give them to him." You understand, comrades, that of 


course, it's not a matter of photographing with a Leica, but simply of giving a description of these collective farms. 
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I ask, why the most backward? We have huge shortcomings in agriculture, but we do have good collective farms, 


which can be used as examples. What was this necessary for? 


Comrade Melnikov was then the secretary of the Central Committee. Where should I go? To the Central 
Committee. Comrade Melnikov was the secretary of the Central Committee of Ukraine, a candidate member of 


the Presidium. I reported to him that something was unclear to me. 


The second question. Poperechko 39 and Strokach come to me with information. Melnikov was interested in what 
the political mood was in the western regions. Comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev and Molotov were right when 
they said that for this man the worse the situation , the better . That's how it's always been . What is the political 
situation in the western regions? They wanted to portray that there is no Soviet power in the western regions. 
During the day it is still supported by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, but at night the OUN members are in 


complete control. 40 


I then told Comrade Strokach, who is present here, and our party , the communists, have been working since 
1939,41 then the Germans were driven out, the heroic Soviet people routed the enemies, people revived, began to 
breathe more freely. I go to the collective farms at night, Iam present at the assignments , when the chairman of 
the collective farm gives assignments to the foremen and collective farmers. Soviet power is felt, why do 


scoundrels say that there is no Soviet power? 


I told Melnikov what was going on, he was indignant. You can't say everything over the phone. If you allow me, 
I'll tell you why you can't say it. I felt it myself. Not because I was offended. Iam a member of the great Communist 


Party, you can't offend me, it wasn't about one person, it was about the freedom of the Soviet people. 


This is how far that the presumptuous provocateur has gone. We went to Melnikov and said, how can this be, the 
party is working, so much attention is given to the western regions, so many heroic deeds of our Soviet people - 
and suddenly they say that there is no Soviet power. Comrade Melnikov was indignant. What should I have done? 
Maybe go further. It is my fault that I did not report to comrades Khrushchev or Malenkov. But that is not the 


point. 


Here is the latest case. Comrade Strokach comes in and says: "Comrade Serdyuk, I can't go on. Melnikov gave me 
the task of giving him information on how many Russians, Ukrainians, and locals work in the party apparatus, 
starting from the regional, city, and district committees. I don't know what to do." I know comrade Strokach as 
an honest communist, as the most devoted to our party, to the Soviet people. I tell him jokingly: "Well, go ahead. 


I know the Central Committee's resolution on the liquidation of agents." 


We burned the files of the agents who were there in 1938. I know the decision of the Central Committee of the 
Party on the attention and observation by the Party committees of the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
that it is necessary to interfere 42 . I say to Strokach: I have such information in the regional committee from the 
head of the special sector, but if you go to him, he will not give it without the permission of the Secretariat. Maybe 


you have agents, then the agents will give it, but this is a terrible thing. I decided to call comrade Melnikov, I think 
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that things are going in the wrong direction, and then I think to myself: I will call comrade Melnikov, Melnikov 
will call someone. and Strokach will fall into disgrace. And then I think again: after all, I will not call some 
industrial cooperative (although our industrial cooperatives are good), but the Secretary of the Central 
Committee, and if some Meshik attacks Strokach, the Central Committee will protect him. I call Melnikov, Iam 
indignant, I say, how is this possible, since when should the regional committee report to the MGB? I am new to 
the party, but I take an active part in the work, I know the decisions of the Central Committee, I know what line 
the Central Committee of the party is pursuing, and I do not allow the thought that the regional committee should 
report to the MGB. Of course, as the Ukrainians say, I “didn’t quite get it” that Beria was there. Melnikov tells me: 
yes, this is outrageous, I will find out and call. Strokach and I sit and wait for the call, I say to them: did you 


overhear anything ? After the decision of the Central Committee, I personally went to prisons, interrogated. 


We have just captured one enemy of the people, the murderer of the writer Yaroslav Golon 43 .... lalso interrogated 
this murderer, it was necessary to know who he was relying on, since not only the shoulder straps, but also the 


party committee should know about this, 


Comrade Melnikov calls, he says: "Comrade Serdyuk, look at the information, maybe we should give this task to 
Beria.” I say: if this is a call from the Central Committee, then I will give the information in two hours, and the 
MGB will collect it slowly and inaccurately. And so it happened. The Central Committee is the law for a Bolshevik, 


but not Beria's order. I received the decision of the Central Committee; I will speak about this note separately. 


Strokach says to me: what should I do? I answer: I don’t know, I won’t give the information. Comrade Strokach 
is here and he will confirm that I didn’t give the information, but Beria did receive this information. Comrade 


Strokach, is it correct that I didn’t give you the information? 


Take the Central Committee's decision, Beria's note. As a communist, as the regional committee secretary, I look, 
analyze the shortcomings, I see that there are a lot of shortcomings in practical work. Now, after Comrade 
Malenkov reported, after the members of the Presidium spoke, I came home yesterday and thought: everything 


is in this note, a lot is there, but what is missing? 


There is no single figure, how many heads our communists laid down: Russians, Ukrainians, Georgians, all the 
communists whom the Central Committee of the Party sent to the western regions, so that the experience 
accumulated over the years by our Communist Party in building socialism could be passed on more quickly. The 
people of the western regions - collective farmers, intellectuals - accepted this experience. We are standing on the 
eve of a historic event - the three hundredth anniversary of the reunification of two great peoples 44 - Russian 


and Ukrainian. But now in the note we read that so many were killed. 
Khrushchev: What's there to apologize for? 
Serdyuk. Up to 30 thousand of our people were killed in the Lviv region. No one read the note . It was not 


advantageous for Beria to show it. 
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Comrades, when I listened to Comrade Malenkov's speech , I understood that it was not about Serdyuk. After the 
Plenum of the Central Committee 45 , when I had a conversation with Meshik, I will say at the Plenum that the 


words were Ukrainian, but the essence is not Ukrainian, not Soviet, but anti-Soviet. 


Khrushchev: I was told that one of the intellectuals who sat at the Plenum and listened to Meshik's speech said 


that he spoke Ukrainian-Bengali so well. (Laughter.) 


Serdyuk: A couple more examples. The phone rings on the high frequency and they say that Minister Meshik will 
talk to you now. He was in the region for 10 days. I say that we need to go to the regional party committee and 
talk. But he walks around the region for 10 days and doesn’t go to the regional committee. Then I say that if this 
minister doesn’t go to the regional party committee, I’ll give him such a fuss, I'll throw such a scandal that he'll 
feel bad, because the minister comes, plans events, but where’s the party, why don’t they consult? Then they told 
him that an old secretary works for us, is a member of the bureau, is part of the Central Committee. He relented 
and came to the Central Committee. He says: Hello . I say: Hello, old friend. He said that he gave operational 
instructions, and that’s it, said goodbye, and I replied: All the best, goodbye. And he left. This minister wants to 
fight the enemies of our party, but outside the party. 


Then there was another call. They ask me why, Comrade Serdyuk, I am the last to know about the issue. I say 
what issue. You raised the issue there of transferring the premises of the former prison to business organizations. 
And I actually raised the issue with the Ukrainian Central Committee about vacating the former prison and 
organizing a school for training machine operators in it. He says where he knew. I say that I found out from the 
Central Committee. He says how long I have been working in the organs, that we almost never turned to the 
Central Committee. And I say: Comrade Meshik, for as long as I have been working, I have always turned to the 
Central Committee, and not to the Central Committee . He put the phone down . And then I had the head of the 
regional administration Shevchenko, two secretaries of the regional committee, the chairman of the regional 
executive committee. I was very indignant and said to Comrade Shevchenko - what are you doing, you want to 
arrest me. The secretaries witnessed this. And before that, when there was a Plenum of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of Ukraine - and what is the Central Committee for a communist and the Central Committee 
of the CPSU as the highest organ? Every party organ is a respected organ for a communist. But Meshik was invited 
to the Plenum of the Central Committee; comrade Struyev was there too , I tell him - look how he behaves at the 
Plenum. A meeting is scheduled for 11 o'clock, he comes at 1 o'clock. He leaves, comes, and so on without end. 
You, I say, serve the party, why do you treat me like that, I said this not to Meshik, but to Struyev, I exchanged 


opinions with him. If you tell him, he will arrest you. (Laughter.) 


Frankly speaking, before Meshik's speech at the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine, I thought that he was simply a non-party person, did not know what a party was, that he was, excuse 
me, a martinet. I reasoned that he did not understand what a party was, what a Central Committee was, that's 
what I thought. And then, when he spoke at the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine, Comrade Struyev and I exchanged opinions on this matter, I said then that he spoke in such a way that 
he wanted to intimidate everyone, to sit over the Central Committee here in Ukraine. Comrade Joe... was present 


here, a member of the military council, a member of the bureau of the Lvov regional committee, - I said, what 
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kind of speech and what was the outcome. I went to Comrade Kirichenko, the secretary Comrade Nazarenko was 
there , I was outraged and I said to Comrade Kirichenko - Alexander Illarionovich, if Meshik continues to behave 
like this in Ukraine, especially in Western Ukraine, I will not tolerate it. He will arrest me. Right, Comrade 
Kirichenko? 


Kirichenko. Right. 


Serdyuk. He stands up and says, "Are you crazy?” And I say, "Comrade Kirichenko, he will arrest you and give 
you the inquiry report, and Serdyuk's signature will be there.” He tells me again, "Are you crazy?” (Laughter.) 


I, Isay, Comrade Kirichenko, there are two of you secretaries here, if he arrests me, please take action. I beg you, 
help me, save me. I am an honest communist, I have been in the party for many years, I am not guilty of anything 
before the party. I shed blood together with the Soviet people, saving our Motherland. Can I say that? (Addresses 


the Presidium.) 


From the Presidium. Yes. 


Serdyuk: I told the secretary of the Central Committee. I came home (addressing the Presidium) - Nikita 
Sergeyevich, you know me, and I know you. Nikita Sergeyevich knows me, the children, my wife. I tell my wife 
with tears - you know what can happen, they can arrest me, then contact Nikita Sergeyevich. (Animation in the 
hall.) 


And so she called me this morning, I didn't have time to call her yesterday. And so I burst into tears. She doesn't 


know whether I was arrested or not. (Laughter.) 

She is aware of the matter, you can't ask like that whether I was arrested or not, because they are listening on the 
phone. She doesn't know what the matter is. I only said that I was not guilty before the party and asked that you 
contact Nikita Sergeyevich, he knows me. And about the fact that they could arrest me, the secretary, the 
nomenklatura worker ... and they can make it so that I will be the most notorious Banderite. 


Voroshilov: And they can do it. 


Serdyuk: They won't do it now. Our party is strong, and the leadership of our party unanimously cut off the dirty 


paws of these enemies of the people, now this will not happen to anyone. Now this will not happen to anyone . 
Comrades, I've dragged my feet. 
What is the strength of our decision? In the fact that we, educated by Lenin and Stalin, consulted and made a 


decision. As a grassroots worker, as a secretary, as a communist, I believe that the party will perceive this as the 


greatest victory of our leadership, the people will support it, and we will go forward along the direct path that 
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the great Lenin and Stalin showed us, under the leadership of the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee, and build 


communism. (Applause.) 


Khrushchev: Comrade Bakradze has the floor. Comrade Kaganovich, get ready. 


Bakradze: Comrades, the facts and materials reported at the Plenum by Comrade Malenkov and then developed 
by Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Molotov, Comrade Bulganin, prove beyond all doubt that in the person of 
Beria, the Party . The Presidium of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union has exposed the greatest adventurer 
of international scale, a notorious troublemaker and intriguer, an irrepressible careerist and, in my opinion, I 


personally have no doubt, an absolutely seasoned spy. 


With a feeling of some annoyance, which I personally have, I would like to say that in the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, in the old Politburo - our holy of holies for our party - it 
is unfortunate that such a bandit was in this governing body for so long. But this feeling is more than compensated 
for by the fact that we finally managed to expose and cut off this absolutely exceptional Jesuit, and for the exposure 


of such a Jesuit , the period of 3 U months should still be considered short. 


I think that a great deal has been done to further strengthen and unite our collective leadership of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union. Not only this Plenum, but the entire party, the entire Soviet people will unanimously 


approve with a feeling of great satisfaction the decisions that have been taken with regard to the scoundrel Beria. 


In light of the current facts presented here at the Plenum, I would like to recall the story of his rise to leadership 


in the Communist Party of Georgia in 1931 and then to the leadership of the Transcaucasian party organizations. 


It must be admitted that even then he came to this leadership by not entirely honest means , gained Stalin's trust 
and unexpectedly (nobody knew him that well ) found himself at the head of the Transcaucasian party 
organizations. Subsequently, he literally did everything to exalt his personality, directed all his activities to this . 
He did not tolerate any criticism or contradiction. Having left Georgia in 1937 , 46 , he left his understudies. 
Officially, he was the secretary of the Central Committee, the chairman of the Council of People's Commissars, 
unofficially he left understudies - Shariy and .... who actually ignored the Central Committee. did not respect the 
Council of People's Commissars, sat on their heads, with the support of Beria were left. and then they still 
managed to expose them, they told him . He limited himself to calling them and giving them a verbal dressing 
down . What Beria did from the point of view of Georgian affairs can be seen in the so-called provocative 
Mingrelian case. Beria knew this better than anyone from the very beginning. He knew from the very beginning 
that this was a provocation, but until the last moment, until it became advantageous to him , he said nothing 
about it. On the contrary, what he said when he came to the IV Plenum in 1952, 47 and now, when I reviewed his 
speech at this Plenum, and what he has just written are completely different things. He knew each of these workers 
well - both the past and the present, he knew who provoked and who did not provoke. And during Comrade 
Stalin's life, he did nothing to clarify this matter. After Comrade Stalin's death, when he became head of the 


Ministry of Internal Affairs, he needed to drag this matter out and, as it were, create authority on this. 
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I must say that I fully agree with Comrade Bulganin's speech that Georgian affairs had a boss. This bossiness 
oppressed us until the very last days. It was impossible to work independently, it was impossible to bury a dead 
person without being told where to bury him. This wore us out, especially that impudent Sharia. Beria almost 
never contacted me personally; everything was through Sharia. The arrangement of some personnel is still 


unfavorable. 


I fully agree with Comrade Khrushchev's statement that this case was indeed provocative from start to finish, but 
there were certain individuals to blame for this case, who were nevertheless correctly arrested, for example Sharia. 
But Sharia was released long before the decision of the Presidium of the CPSU Central Committee. The decision 
of the CPSU Central Committee was made on April 10 of this year, and Sharia was released in mid-March. I think 
that no one needs to be asked about this . Among some of the workers involved in this case, there were certain 


workers who had no political charges, but had serious economic omissions, for which they should be punished . 


Now it turns out that there is amnesty all around, people are strutting around, and some of them are demanding 


high positions, no lower than Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers or no lower than Minister. 


Voice from the floor. Many were appointed. 


Bakradze: Overall, the case is provocative, but in terms of individual personalities, in my opinion, we still need 


to sort it out. 


I would like to dwell on one more issue. Vyacheslav Mikhailovich, all this fuss that Beoia started with the 
Georgian Menshevik emigration, 48 it seems to me that I have always been against it with all my heart. I told 
Charkviani at the time: "Listen, leave this bandit scum, who needs them in Georgia ." They are messing around 
with the Menshevik Georgian emigration in order to bring them here. It seems to me that in light of today's facts 


and what has become clear about Beria, this undertaking is not accidental. 


As for the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the party leadership. Well, dear comrades, in Georgia the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs has been in charge of everything for a long time now. When Beria was in charge there, he had the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs in his pocket, and when he left, they appointed Rapava. He didn’t take anyone into 
account. Rukhadze didn’t take anyone into account either. Now, after the decision of the CPSU Central 
Committee, they obviously don’t trust us, they sent controllers in the form of the Georgian Minister of Internal 
Affairs Dekanozov and Mamulov to the party apparatus . When we received the decision of the Central 
Committee, we didn’t understand the appointment of Mamulov and Dekanozov with their introduction to the 
Bureau, and after the decision of the Presidium, Beria summoned me, as well as Dekanozov and Mamulov , and 
suggested that all issues be discussed only in the presence of Dekanozov and Mamulov. Dekanozov sat down as 


Minister of Internal A ffairs. 


Before that, at least the police chief reported to the Prime Minister about some criminal offenses committed in the 


city of Tbilisi. From that day on, that stopped too. Absolutely stopped. The man sat there for more than two 
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months, and never called, never came in. I already said that it was impossible, I told Comrade Ketskhoveli that 


when we were in Moscow, we would raise this issue. 


I would like to tell you about one more thing. The Presidium of the Central Committee instructed me to report to 
the Plenum on the Central Committee’s decisions on the Mingrelian issue. 49 After the decision of the Presidium 
of the Central Committee of the CPSU, Beria called and asked if I had received the decision. I said that I had. — 
Have you read it? — I said that I had read it. — How will you report it? — I said that I was thinking of reading 
the Central Committee’s decision. — No, he said, read it point by point. — There was a report and the minutes of 


the investigative commission. 


That's it, he says, reading it from point to point. I say: good. Before the meeting of the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU, Comrade Malenkov received us, instructed us, told us how to do all this, and we held a 
plenum. I thought that we held the plenum correctly, but someone passed on the information. As it turned out 
later, the transcript of the Tbilisi plenum, the plenum of the Central Committee, was passed on to Beria 
Dekanozov. Suddenly the phone rang, I was sitting in the Council of Ministers. Beria says: what have you done? 
How did you hold the plenum? I say: well held. - Nothing of the sort, we held the plenum incorrectly, you don't 


understand anything, you're a canner, not a politician . (Laughter in the hall.) 


True. I worked as the Minister of Food Industry of Georgia for five years and did something in this direction with 
the help of the Government. And he tells me that you don’t understand anything about politics. We were 
instructed here: hold a plenum, explain everything thoroughly, then call a congress. And don’t get into the weeds. 
That’s what we did. But we were forced to open a big campaign, because they know how to do that, all the activists 
got involved, they dropped their work, they failed the sowing. I say: we are failing the sowing, and in response 


to me - what sowing, we need to get involved in politics . (Laughter in the hall.) 


Politics is handled by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The Soviet Government, 
and I must implement the directives of the Party and the Government. These directives say that collective farms 
should be strengthened, that state plans should be drawn up correctly and implemented, that our agriculture 
should grow stronger, that the political situation in the city and village should be strong. What other politics are 
needed? I cannot handle international politics, Comrade Molotov handles that. (Laughter in the hall.) 


He didn't call me again. Now it's clear to me that he was demanding some other policy. 


When I read in the press about Kobulov's appointment, my heart sank Although I had no direct facts, I knew 
this man as not entirely honest and then I said: who needed to drag him over to us, after all, he was kicked out 


during Stalin's lifetime. And so it happened, Beria gathered whoever he wanted . 


I must report to the Plenum and Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU that even after the decision of 
April 10 on Georgian affairs , not everything has settled down, much has not been done, they interfered with us, 
we were not able to do everything. Comrade Bulganin spoke here about our affairs, I think that the Central 


Committee will help us sort things out to the end and normalize the situation. Now our situation is clear, 
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abnormal, some people have sat on our heads, have become insolent. Beria conducted such a policy that part of 
the non-Soviet intelligentsia has become insolent, put their feet on the table. This is wrong, you can’t let people 
loose like that. 


Regarding amnesty. People do not understand why murderers and bandits have returned to freedom and are 


killing people again. Much in this matter needs to be corrected. 


The situation with agriculture is also difficult. Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev said that the number of cows in 
the Union decreased by 300 thousand . 


In just one year, we have lost 63 thousand heads of cattle among collective farmers. There are some regions where 
80% of collective farmers do not have any cattle at all. The situation is difficult. We need to fix all this, we need to 


work, but we have been confused here. 


After the current Plenum, after the report that we heard regarding the exposure of a scoundrel, a major spy, a 


saboteur, and apparently not new, they said here that in 1937 he was in intelligence. This is news to me . 


Everything that we have heard here regarding the exposure of the scoundrel, undoubtedly, I personally and the 
entire party have confidence, faith, and authority in our collective leadership, which is growing even more. 
Undoubtedly, not only the Plenum of the Central Committee, but the entire Communist Party will greet the 


decision of the Plenum regarding the scoundrel Beria with the greatest satisfaction and approval . 


As for the Communist Party of Georgia, created in the distant past by Comrade Stalin, on the whole it is certainly 


healthy and united around the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union . 


The Communist Party of Georgia, and Georgia as a whole , is and will always be one of the loyal detachments 


and reliable support of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. (Applause.) 


As for the attitude of the Georgian people to all these matters, I can, comrades, assure the Plenum that the 
Georgian people many decades ago, saving themselves from physical and national destruction, united their fate 
with the great Russian people for all eternity 50 and no scoundrels like Beria will succeed in ruining the friendship 
of the Georgian people with the great Russian people, their devotion to the great friendship of the peoples of the 
Soviet Union, their confidence and devotion to the Soviet system, their great devotion to the cause of Lenin and 


Stalin. (Applause.) 

Khrushchev: Comrade Kaganovich has the floor. Comrade Bagirov, get ready. 

Kaganovich. Comrades, Comrade Malenkov has reported vividly, clearly, and correctly, and Comrades 
Khrushchev, Molotov and Bulganin have supplemented and illuminated for the Plenum the political essence and 
all the circumstances of the case of the anti-Party, anti-state criminal Beria. We must not underestimate the 


significance of this entire case, its place in our political life and the lessons that we must draw from this case. We 
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are not talking about a political deviation from the Party line, but about a dangerous counter-revolutionary, 
adventurist conspiracy against the Party and the government. From the facts reported by Comrades Malenkov, 
Khrushchev, Molotov, and Bulganin, it is not difficult to see from all the methods, from the essence of the actions 


themselves, from the goals, that Beria was leading the matter towards a coup of a fascist nature. 


We know that in our socialist state, with our close connection of the party and government with the people and 
with the complete isolation of the adventurer Beria and his ilk from the people, any attempt at a "palace" coup is 
doomed to inevitable failure. However, Beria could do harm, cause great harm to the party, and the state both 


inside and outside, and to the leadership of the party. 


It must be said frankly that if the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party had been late for a very short 


time, perhaps measured in days, we would be in a completely different situation today. 


It is possible and necessary to learn lessons, to reveal our shortcomings and mistakes from this matter, but first of 
all, at this Plenum we must note and establish the main and fundamental thing. And the main thing is that when 
the facts showed us that we were dealing with a counter-revolutionary, fascist conspirator, the Presidium of the 
Central Committee of the Party acted decisively, quickly, and most importantly, intelligently. The hand did not 
tremble. The enemy was expelled from the Party and arrested. In this way, the Presidium of the Central Committee 


justified the trust of its Central Committee. (Applause.) 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich: Comrade Bulganin here correctly noted the particularly outstanding role of the initiators in this 
matter, comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov, and as comrade Khrushchev added, also comrade Bulganin 


and other members of the Presidium of the Central Committee. 


I was there at the time when this matter was brewing here, in the Urals. 51 


Malenkov: But when they told Comrade Kaganovich, he unconditionally, immediately made the same decision 


as all of us. (Applause.) 


Kaganovich: Because we are all people of the same school, the school of Lenin and Stalin, and all of us in our 


activities strive to be worthy students of our teachers in times of peace, war, and hardship. (Applause.) 


And this time our party and leadership, its peoples of the Soviet Union were convinced once again, as was more 
than once in the history of our party in the struggle against the enemies of the people, against the enemies of the 
party, that the peoples of the Soviet Union and the party can entrust the leadership of their Leninist-Stalinist 
Central Committee completely and entirely to its Presidium, the faithful disciples of the great teachers and leaders 


of the working class, Lenin and Stalin. (Applause.) 
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Of course, comrades, we may be legitimately asked the question: it is good that you acted decisively and put an 
end to Beria's adventurist plans and to him personally, but where were you before, why did you allow such a 
person into the very heart of the leadership? This question naturally arises among those present and among each 
of us who wants to answer this question honestly for ourselves, to understand and answer it truthfully. This 


question will also arise among party members. 


I must say that, analyzing the state of affairs, as it happened, we must distinguish two periods in the behavior 
and activities of this provocateur, as Comrade Malenkov, Khrushchev, Bulganin correctly called him here, the 


great provocateur, Beria. The first period is before Stalin's death, the second period is after Stalin's death. 


And of course, we, as Marxists, as dialecticians, cannot draw a sharp line between the first and second periods, 


since the old arises in the new, the new contains the old within itself. 


Of course, today we look at it with different eyes, we analyze all his activities differently, we weigh the facts 
differently. However, it must still be said that in the first period hardly any of us had, so to speak, the mood or 
assessment of Beria that was even close to the assessment that we give him today. He behaved much more 
modestly; his negative sides did not stick out as much as they began to do after Stalin's death. He acted from the 


background, like a real provocateur like Fouché, but on a smaller scale, he acted on the sly. 


We all saw that he was an intriguer, that he was intriguing one against another, setting one against another, setting 
Stalin against us and other people , but many of us thought that perhaps these were specific character traits - 


quarrelsome, intriguing... 


Khrushchev. And vile. 


Kaganovich. And a vile one, of course. But mainly a figure who works with us in the party. 


Voroshilov: Correct. 


Kaganovich. It must be said that we were also under the influence of something else - Comrade Stalin trusted 
him, Comrade Stalin picked him up. We lived more peacefully under Stalin, I must say. Stalin trusts a person - 
that means we trust a person. Of course, even great people make mistakes. Stalin is great, but in this case it was 
his mistake too. We know from the history of our party that even the great Lenin made mistakes, and he himself 
later admitted it when he trusted Malinovsky - a provocateur, a deputy of the State Duma. If Stalin were alive, he 


would admit his mistake . 


Of course, we approach him differently - now these facts stand out differently . After Stalin's death, this man, who 
before Stalin's death had shown himself to be the first disciple, loyal and devoted, began to do dirty tricks on 
Stalin, after his death he became unbridled. Fearing no one, he came from the background to the foreground, he 
began to act with an open visor, he began to suppress with each passing day brazenly and impudently. We, those 


around him, became more and more convinced of the intolerance of the situation he created, the intrigue, the 
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setting one against the other, as was said here (comrades cited the facts, I will not repeat them), and the 
suppression of the slightest critical remarks at meetings - be it a meeting of the Presidium of the Council of 


Ministers, be it a meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee. 


This impudent fellow, this insolent fellow, as we had already begun to regard him then, and later, as it turned out 
now, an adventurer and provocateur , who did not know the strength of the Bolshevik Party, who did not know 
the strength and roots of each of us, thinking that he could step on the throat of each of us with impunity, he 
imagined himself to be the strongest and "greatest" man, who could do anything, who was allowed to do anything 
and who was forgiven for anything. Each of us felt this, saw it, experienced it, each of us accumulated bitterness 
and a feeling of indignation, which later burst out in us. We did not collude. Why we did not collude and why 
we suffered for 3 1/2 months , I will tell you. It cannot be said that the reason why we did not collude was fear. Of 
course, we considered the issue politically, and here Comrade Malenkov, Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade 
Molotov, Comrade Bulganin correctly presented the essence of the matter. We were in no hurry; we had no right 
to hurry if we were serious political figures and not cowards. Each of us could have jumped out, laid our cards 


on the table in advance, prematurely, and he, of course, could have done political harm. 


He had the opportunity, comrades, if he had turned to the people, the people would have failed him, expelled 
him, but he had the means in his hands. He was the Minister of Internal Affairs. It was not for nothing that he was 
eager for this post, and he was eager. When I asked: "It is strange that you are considering the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs." He said: "That is better," he said quietly. In general, he was taciturn with most of us, only at meetings. 
When we had accumulated these facts and when we had gained a firm conviction, and I will say, it was necessary 
to gain conviction, it was impossible to act on a feeling of resentment, on a feeling of pride, everything must be 
weighed politically. This is what our teachers taught us, this is how Marxists act, we had to have a sense of 
conviction that we were dealing not only with an intriguer, but that we were dealing with a conspirator, an 
adventurer, a provocateur. And when we were convinced of who we were dealing with , we began to act. The 
Presidium was unanimous in this matter. I noted the role of the most active comrades, but we all quickly and 
decisively made a decision. There was a time when we endured. 3-4 months - a short period after Stalin's death. 
It must be said frankly that under Stalin, having a common political leadership, we lived more calmly, although 
Comrade Stalin, as was rightly said, was not able to work so actively and participate in the work of the Politburo 
lately. There were two periods - before the war and after the war, when Comrade Stalin did not gather us often , 
when there was no creative , lively exchange. Of course, this was reflected and created a favorable environment 
for Beria's intrigue. He is a clever man. It was still more difficult for him at open meetings, but then we lived more 
calmly in terms of unity. Each of us knew - Stalin unites and there is nothing to fear. This must be said frankly, 
but after Stalin died, after the grave grief appeared , naturally, we, all members of the Presidium, old and new, 
we treated the leadership of the collective that was formed after Stalin with great tension and care. I use the word 
carefully, not cautiously. We tried not to complicate our work. We worked in such a way that it seemed that it 


was not worth introducing elements of controversy because of such matters . 
There were disputes, but we still made decisions, generally, unanimously, unanimously. We did not only 
demonstrate unity externally, no, comrades. Each of us internally tried to really achieve this unity, because 


external unity is not unity, not to complicate the work of the collective. Each of us thought - maybe the first period 
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of scraping, adjustment will pass, and the work of the leadership will go more normally. However, this impudent 
fellow, and now it is clear that he is a provocateur and a political adventurer, perceived this sacred care of ours, 
sacred concern for the unity of the party, for the unity of the collective. He perceived it in such a way that it is 


possible to be rude, it is possible to be unbridled, it is possible to act, it is possible to be impudent. 


And he became more and more insolent, insolent to the point that when the Central Committee made a decision 
on the issue of Ukraine, there was no mention in the decision of Beria's note being attached, and there was no 
mention of it in the minutes either. He calls Malenkov and Khrushchev and insistently demands that it not be 
written down that Beria's note should be approved, attached to the minutes, and sent to all members of the 
Presidium. Well ... then it also seemed that there was no point in arguing and disagreeing over this , because it 


was necessary to speak to him in high tones. 


Malenkov. We had to deal with him right away. 


Kaganovich: You can argue with any of us. Everyone remembers Sergo Ordzhonikidze. He was a temperamental, 
sharp-witted man. Anyone would enter into a heated argument with him, but he was a high-party, ideological, 
principled Bolshevik, and any argument that occurred between us ended with us moving on to the next business 
in two or three days . We had nothing like that with Beria. He was, first of all, a vindictive man, and besides that, 
he had his own goal. If we had entered into a dispute over individual issues, he might have felt distrust based on 
the sum of the issues and might have started to act prematurely. Therefore, I believe that we acted correctly 


politically, as Marxists, as Leninists. 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich: We held out until the end, and then in one fell swoop we swatted this scoundrel away forever. 


(Applause.) 


The Presidium of the Central Committee summed up all his actions and came to the conclusion that we were 
dealing with an enemy of the Party and the people. I believe that we exposed this matter in good time. It was 
difficult for us before. The Presidium does not have to apologize here. We have shortcomings and mistakes, we 
will expose them in the course of criticism and self-criticism, but we stand before the members of the Central 
Committee with a clear conscience and say that the Presidium of the Central Committee could not expose this 
impudent fellow earlier. In this short period of time, we managed to accumulate facts, we managed to observe, 
we managed to summarize all this with restraint and at the right moment decide this matter as our great teachers 


Lenin and Stalin would have decided this matter. 


The Party and the people will undoubtedly approve of this decision of the Presidium, which will, we hope, be 


confirmed by a resolution of the Plenum of the Central Committee of our Party. (Applause.) 


But, comrades, of course, it is not enough to expel and arrest. We need, and for this reason we are discussing this 


question, to learn a lesson from it and mobilize the party for a new upsurge on this basis, on the basis of the 
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struggle against enemies, as has always been the case in our party, and to correctly explain this matter to the party 
and the people. We hope that the party and the people, as comrades have rightly said here, will approve of this 
measure. But it is necessary that even that small part which will think - how, why - should understand correctly, 


so that on the basis of the exposure of this Fact the ideological and theoretical level can be raised. 


Who and what were we dealing with? What is the socio-political face of this whole event? 


The first and absolutely correct answer is that we are dealing with an adventurer, a rogue, a provocateur and, of 
course, a spy of international scale, who has infiltrated the leadership of the party and the state and has set himself 
the goal of trying to use his position to seize power. But this is the subjective side of the matter. What is the 
objective basis, the objective background, who does he reflect, what line did he base his activity on? An ordinary 
adventurer sets himself the goal of personal gain, but when we are dealing with a political adventurer, we must 
look deeper, to see that this adventurer has drawn up some views, unprincipled, without ideas, but still his 
principles. Unlike the ideological principles of a Bolshevik party member, who subordinates his work, his 
position, his post to the principles of ideological service to the cause of the working class, the cause of communism, 
the adventurer, careerist Beria, on the contrary, subordinated his behavior, his "line", his "principles" to his 
adventurous plans - to seize power into his own hands. Apparently, Shishik's laurels did not give him peace. But 
we have a Bolshevik party and a powerful working class. He had his own principles, his own ideas, which he 
subordinated to his task and expressed. Therefore, if we systematize and analyze the disparate facts of his activity, 
we will certainly get a system, if not of views, then of some of his own approaches, some of his own line. Comrades 
Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov, and Bulganin spoke correctly here about another line of the bourgeois 
degenerate. This line of bourgeois degeneration is aimed at undermining the socialist country, undermining its 


power, and preparing favorable ground for the seizure of power and degeneration into a bourgeois state. 


Beria not only slowed down our work, but he laid the groundwork for replacing the line of communism, the line 
of Bolshevism, the line of Lenin-Stalin with the line of degeneration. Of course, this is only an attempt, it is 
ridiculous to think that he would have succeeded. But he still messed up in many matters, and if he had not been 
caught, he would have done very serious harm. This matter cannot be underestimated. We were facing a serious 


threat, which was eliminated by the Central Committee of our party. 


Let us take the national question. Everyone knows that the basis of the power of our multinational state is the 
friendship of peoples. It played an important and decisive role both in peacetime and during the war. Our party 
won this friendship of peoples in the fight against deviations - great-power and local nationalism. That is how 
Lenin, Stalin, and all of us always formulated this question. How did Beria approach it? He replaced the struggle 
for the purity of our party's national policy, the struggle on two fronts, with flattery and the incitement of one 
nation against another. This is a diametrically opposed point of view. In his speech at the party congress, his 
speech 52 must now be viewed in a different light, as Comrade Khrushchev rightly said. In fact, with his praise 


he actually contrasted one nation with another. 


Comrade Stalin, after the Great Patriotic War, at a banquet, when we summed up the heroism of all the peoples 


of the Soviet Union who participated in the war, fairly, rightfully, and every communist, no matter what nation 
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he belongs to, will say that this is fair, paid tribute to the people who sacrificed their lives the most, the people 


who were the leaders in this initially unequal, difficult war with German fascism. 


He paid tribute and made a toast to the great Russian people. 


How did Beria use this? They said here, correctly, flattery. He spoke about this in passing, in passing, without 
developing what the merit was, and then moved on to the national republics and began to praise the national 


republics. He did not say a word about the enemies of the national republics. 


The national question is a delicate question, it has a basis . Our policy is based on internationalism - Marx-Engels- 
Lenin-Stalin, the class struggle is reflected in the national question. Beria had nothing of the sort. He had flattery, 
flattery and flattery, praise, praise, and praise. This was already the beginning of his speculation on the national 


question, and not an upsurge. 


As a result of implementing our policy on the national question, on the basis of the victory of a single socialist 
structure in the national economy, we have created new, socialist nations. These socialist nations must be united 


more and more for their flourishing, and not opposed. Beria led to the disunity of nations. 


How did he end up? And his line, which he pursued as Minister of Internal Affairs, was aimed at setting one 
nation against another within the Union republics. Even such a thing, which looks noble, liberal, like the 
graduation of doctors, and this was connected with the Jewish question, even this supposedly liberal thing was 
done correctly, a necessary thing, as comrades said, but it was presented sensationally, violently. artificially, that 
this method is a method of praising oneself, that I do it, and not the Central Committee. I correct it, and not the 


government. 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich: You all know that this was presented sensationally, which caused some to react in opposition and 


incitement. 

Voices. Correct. 

Kaganovich: It was presented completely differently. 

Further. Take all the decisions as he presented them, for example, on Ukraine, Lithuania, Belarus, and other 
republics. Of course, there are shortcomings, there are no words. I think that we at the Plenum of the Central 
Committee implemented all the decisions on the republics correctly, basically a number of shortcomings were 


noted correctly. 


Voices. Correct. 
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Kaganovich. However, how did he present it, in what way? It turned out to be a sweeping accusation. Firstly, a 
sweeping justification of the OUN members. It was an army during the war. Secondly, it was presented in such a 
way that Russians and others were really being expelled from the national republics and Western Ukraine. But it 
takes time to train specialists and other workers in the same Western Ukraine , since many were shot as enemies, 
as OUN members. They needed to be educated, trained, but for Beria as an adventurer, time does not exist . He 


does not take into account time, place, or historical situation. 


He is an adventurer, he wanted to win over dissatisfied nationalist elements. That is one line. 


He released a whole army of thieves, repeat offenders , released about one and a half million. We were in favor of 
releasing petty thieves, for example, a woman took a bunch of straw, she was sentenced to three years, she should 
be released. But what does this woman have in common with a repeat offender? They should have looked, and 
in the first group of those amnestied there were no thieves or repeat offenders, right, Comrade Gorshenin, and 
then they included everyone - both thieves and repeat offenders. It was one line - release, get a receipt of loyalty 


from them and use them later. This is a rabid gang, this is the core of Beria's fascist gang. 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich. A gang of repeat offenders, murderers. This was done with the aim of inspiring and activating those 
ardent nationalists and chauvinists in the republics - both in Lithuania and in Western Ukraine. These are his 
cadres. He created his cadres . This was done in order to set one nation against another and instead of friendship 
between peoples to get God knows what in our country, that is, to undermine the foundation. This was his line 


of conduct. This was certainly done with a specific purpose. 


The Central Committee has destroyed the adventurer Beria and will certainly correct everything that is necessary 
on the national question, will ensure better preparation for this event and certainly, I have no doubt that we will 
ensure the flourishing of the socialist nations, we will ensure the further strengthening of the national policy of 
our state and the further implementation of the policy that Lenin and Stalin taught us and which the party carried 
out. We will not allow this fight between nations, which was and is the lot of bourgeois states, which was the lot 
of oppressed peoples under tsarism and was eliminated in our country, that this fight will flourish in some way 
or even exist in our country. We will strengthen the friendship of peoples. This, comrades, is the guarantee of our 


successful advancement. 


Let's take the question of Beria's attitude to the working class. I must say that he generally treated trade unions 
with great disdain. All comrades remember how he spoke about trade unions, that they are worthless, that they 
are slackers. And we know what importance the party attached and attaches to this large union of the working 
class. These are the workers who take on all the grievances and discontent that exist in the factories, in the plants, 
and who resolve these issues. In a word , trade unions are a school of communism, this remains in force to this 
day . It is no coincidence that Comrade Shvernik sits on the Presidium. Beria brushed him off from work too. He 


objected to being invited to the Presidium meetings. 
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Or when they were deciding on the reduction of construction projects. It was necessary to decide on the reduction 
of construction projects. And this was presented in a force majeure tone, not in a businesslike manner. This is our 


mistake and our fault. He was in a hurry to accept all these issues immediately after Stalin's death. 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich. And to show his course. It was Stalin's revision. Stalin himself would have corrected the mistakes if 
they had been shown to him if he had had the opportunity and health. But we do not have such a situation, we 
are not dogmatists, we can make amendments, we will make amendments. We have made a number of decisions. 


At the same time it was said in passing. You know that money must now be spent on improving agricultural work. 


And we need housing, to provide housing for the workers. 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich: This is the main question, this is the most acute question. Do you think he said anything? It's okay, 
he says, they'll tolerate it, there's no need to rush into it. Not to mention that this man didn't know workers, he 
himself had never been a worker, he had never been to a factory, he had never spoken to workers, he treated all 


these issues with disdain. 


Meanwhile, I was in the Urals. There are wonderful factories there, they can provide an increase in new capacities, 
and the workers live in semi-dugouts. And this is even at the old factories - at Uralvagonzavod, at the Berezniki 
Chemical Plant, which were built 20 years ago, and they have many old barracks that were built 20 years ago. 
New factories build houses, and the barracks there are falling apart, and now the old factories are in a worse 
situation with housing than the new ones. There is no more pressing issue than housing. Of course, the food issue 
is also pressing: there is little meat, there is not enough sausage, but housing, housing is more important. Once 
we have saved, then we can give money for housing . This applies to metallurgical plants, building materials. 
Nothing like that, nothing affected him. His attitude towards the working class was careless, provocative, it was 


reduced to causing discontent of the working class against us, against the party. 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich. He carried out provocative work towards the bourgeois degeneration of our system. I will not speak 
here about agriculture, comrades have already spoken about it in detail. After all, it is a fact that even before the 
death of Comrade Stalin and after the death of Comrade Stalin, he slowed down the adoption of a number of 


decisions on agriculture, he demonstrated all the time. 
For example, in animal husbandry. It must be said that he knew little about agriculture. He knew about viticulture, 


but as for animal husbandry, potato and vegetable growing, grain farming, he knew absolutely nothing. The man 


had never worked either in the steppe regions or here in the central regions. At first we thought that he did not 
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know and therefore was confusing, but then it turned out that he not only did not know, but was deliberately 


holding back. You couldn’t understand what he wanted — now one thing, now another, now a third. 


The question of potatoes arose. Comrade Stalin in "Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR" teaches us that 
economic adventurers (as if it was written for him) do not know and do not recognize the objective laws of 
economics, they think that they can write laws themselves. Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Malenkov, Comrade 
Mikoyan prove to him that it is necessary to raise prices on potatoes, it is impossible to keep the price at 4 kopecks 
on potatoes, it is a throwaway price. No economics, no objective laws of economic calculations allow this to be 
done. No, he says, and no. And we have the means, we are generally not in favor of raising prices endlessly, but 
where it is called for by the economy, there it must be done. But for an adventurer it is nothing: no and no, to 
press, to take measures. As if it is possible to press in the economy . In our time we pressed when it was necessary: 


during the civil war, during the Patriotic War. However, this is not the main method of our economy. 


The main method of our economy is an economic understanding of the essence of the matter and analysis. To 


press, to take measures and so on - this is the method of an adventurer, and in this case, a political provocateur. 


Now, I think things will go better. We have many shortcomings in agriculture, but our collective farm system is 


healthy, it contains huge reserves, huge opportunities. 


For example, in the Urals, agriculture is in a difficult situation because the regions there are industrial. For 


example, in the Sverdlovsk region, 11% of the population is rural . 


In the Chelyabinsk region it is the same - 88% of the industrial population. Of course, the healthiest population 
leaves the collective farms, women, old people, children remain, there is no one to work. It is necessary to mix 
high mechanization or make a balance - to consider the labor force so that agriculture is not undermined, so that 
agricultural products are not brought to the Urals, so that the Urals feed themselves. This is a major agricultural 
problem. Beria did not understand this. The Party and the Government will certainly fix these things. But. 
comrades, take the main and fundamental question - the question of the party. You and I know from history that 
any hostile act of crime against the state, against socialism, has always been directed first of all against the party. 
Why? Because the party stands like a cliff, it is the backbone of the state, it is the leader of the working class; the 
party is the fortress of the working class, and without tearing the party apart, no one can do anything. That is why 
the oppositionists of the previous period, even before the Trotskyists, and the so-called "Workers' Opposition" 
and others - Trotskyists, rightists, Bukharinists and so on - all attacked the party. The times are different now, of 


course, the period is different. 


Comrade Stalin back in 1937, dwelling on the shortcomings of party work and the lessons of traitors, said that the 
Trotskyists, the rightists, who were a political movement 7-8 years ago, had ceased to be a political movement. 52 
They degenerated into bandits, all the more so this can be applied to Beria. If those are degenerates, this 
degenerate of degenerates, because he has absolutely no one behind him, but attacked the party from another 
side, but again attacked the bottom. attacked the party surreptitiously, attacked at meetings of the Presidium - 


this was the external side, and the main side is the Ministry of Internal Affairs. This is his main goal, his main 
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instrument. He wanted to go not to the Central Committee, but asked to be nominated for the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. It would seem, why not to the Central Committee, but to the Cheka? Because it is a sharp instrument, a 
political instrument, a corrupted instrument. Corrupted by what Comrade Malenkov and those who followed 
him - Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Molotov, and others - talked about . It is spoiled by the fact that for a 
number of years it was polluted not only by bad people - Yagoda, Yezhov, Abakumov - but it was polluted by the 
method. Gradually such a tradition was created, such a custom was created, such morals were created, Beria's 
separation. The MVD from the party. The MVD is uncontrolled from the party. We, old secretaries, still remember 
when we listened to the MVD at bureau meetings, listened to reports and so on, and in the last period, when I 
went to Ukraine in 1947 53 , the MVD already considered itself independent: if it wants, it informs, if it doesn't, it 
arrests, doesn't report. I established contact with other workers, and not with the MVD. AIl the facts that were 
presented are not just isolated facts, no, it is a system. You look, Comrade Khrushchev, the Central Committee 
apparatus is calling in Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs Kobulov and they want to sort out the issue of what 


changes are taking place. 


It seemed that the bad, on the contrary, was good, the Central Committee wanted to help, but he called Comrade 
Khrushchev angrily: "On what grounds is the head of the department calling Kobulov, my deputy?” Comrade 
Khrushchev answered that this is how things are done here. "No, I will not allow this, I am the Minister ," Beria 


declared. 


I remember in 1924, when I was the Secretary of the Central Committee and the Head of the Central Committee 
Orggraspred, at a meeting of the Orgburo there was a small squabble with the late Dzerzhinsky. He was a most 
honest man. The argument was as follows. They were reviewing the nomenklatura, and it was necessary to 
approve workers in the Central Committee. 54 Dzerzhinsky spoke up and declared that he was a People's 
Commissar, he was a member of the Politburo - and suddenly they did not trust him, that Kaganovich's apparatus 
would check his people, would say whether they were fit or not. Comrade Molotov should remember this . Then 
Comrade Stalin spoke up and said: "No, Felix, you are wrong. We are talking about the system of party control, 
about the system of party leadership. It is imperative that the party appoint leading people. It is difficult for you 
yourself as a minister, and you should be grateful to the Central Committee, and not argue ." And Comrade 
Dzerzhinsky immediately declared that he was withdrawing his proposal . And then Beria, who is not worth 
Dzerzhinsky's legs, protested. Why? Because he did not want the Central Committee to know his people, to have 
the Central Committee control him. He wanted to control the party himself. Take the issue that was discussed 
regarding the Lvov region, when they have materials on the secretaries of the regional committees. What does 
this mean? This means putting the party under the control of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, this means the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs is watching the communists, the secretaries of the district committees, the secretaries 
of the regional committees. If the secretaries of the regional committees were in the same condition as Comrade 
Serdyuk, what kind of party political leaders would they be? It would be a disaster for our party. This means that 
we cannot organize such people in any way. Such people under the supervision of Beria's police cannot be leaders 
of the masses, they cannot be leaders of socialist competition, such people cannot be organizers of criticism and 
self-criticism, such people cannot lead. He wanted to paralyze our cadres, turn them into rags, in order to 


dominate himself and to make it easier to carry out this coup in the name of the party. 
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You understand that it is impossible to speak to the people in the name of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. He is 
not a stupid person. He needed to speak on behalf of the party, and to do this he had to break some people, turn 


some people into his agents and act. This is the enemy line, this is the line of foreign intelligence services. 


The plan was very big - to tear the Ministry of Internal Affairs away from the Government. He bombarded us 
with papers, information, we read a lot, but we did not see or have a single paper on major issues. He acted 
himself . He presented us with information supposedly democratically, but in fact he did not give us anything 


serious. 


The Presidium’'s position. I have already said that it acted not only in local organizations, but also in the Presidium. 
It did not work out, he ran into the wrong people. But the party organizations did bring it to the attention of the 
Central Committee. He did not manage to create a wall between the Central Committee and local party 
organizations. People did raise the issue with the Central Committee, and if it were not for the local party 


organizations, we would not have known everything. 


His liberalism is the liberalism of the enemy. His amnesty, all the actions he took, and all the measures he took 
within the party are the actions of an enemy who wanted to suppress our party. It is ridiculous, a party with such 
rich experience, with such a Central Committee, such leaders, a party that under the leadership of Lenin and 
Stalin had made the path of great victories, such a party this pygmy, this bug, of course, would never have been 


able to suppress. However, he planned it and could have destroyed people. 


He began his attack on the party with an attack on Stalin. What shocked and amazed me was when, the day after 
Stalin's death, when Stalin was still lying in the Hall of Columns, he actually staged a coup, overthrew the dead 
Stalin, he began to stir things up, to do dirty tricks, he said that Stalin said this about you, that about someone 
else, he said that Stalin was going against him, Beria. He told us, a group of people: Stalin didn't know that if he 
had tried to arrest me, the Chekists would have staged an uprising. Did he say that? 


Voices from the Presidium. Spoke. 


Kaganovich. He said this on the Mausoleum tribune. When he said this, we immediately felt that we were dealing 
with a scoundrel, a counter-revolutionary who was preparing something. He portrayed Stalin in the most 
unpleasant, insulting words. And all this was presented under the guise of the fact that we now need to live ina 
new way, we need this and that. It must be said that he achieved something. He achieved that our press is hushing 


up the economic problems of socialism. 

Voices from the audience: Correct. 

Kaganovich. We know very well that nothing human is alien to all people. Marx spoke about this. It is not alien 
to Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin either. We know very well that everyone has shortcomings, Stalin had them too. 
And we, his students, do not intend to deify him and portray him without shortcomings. Moreover, we have 


always proceeded from and considered that our science, the great science of Marxism-Leninism, is not a dogma, 
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we are not pedants, we understand Marxism creatively and we know, as is written about in the final chapter of 
the party history 55 , that life experience has enriched us with knowledge and understanding of life, this 
experience has always posed new questions and required changes in certain decisions both in theory and in 


practice. 


That haste, that persistence, the hissing whistle that Beria raised around this issue showed that this man was a 
careerist, an adventurer who wanted, by discrediting Stalin, to undermine the foundation on which we sit and 
clear his way, that, they say, after Stalin Iam an authority, Iam a liberal, after Stalin I will amnesty, I will expose, 
I will do everything. That is his goal, he wanted to undermine the foundation of the teaching of Marx-Engels- 
Lenin-Stalin. Note that in his speeches - published and unpublished - you will not find the words Marxism- 
Leninism. He did not know Marxism-Leninism. He was poorly grounded theoretically; the book that Comrade 
Molotov spoke about here was not written by him, he made his capital on it. But even without knowing Marxism- 
Leninism, if he had been a real party member, he would not have spoken about it. He openly, especially recently, 
went against the party line when he said that the teachings of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin had to be changed, that 
it had to be acknowledged in the press. When they said that Stalin was the great continuer of Lenin's work, the 


work of Marx-Engels, he snorted. 


I believe that we must now, without a doubt, legitimize Stalin in his rights to be in the ranks of the great teachers 


of the working class and to lead the people spiritually. (Applause) 


Beria simply did not want the amendments we are talking about, literate people. Amendments can be made, but 
to what end, to the foundations of Marxism-Leninism, and he wanted to slap Marxism-Leninism on the head, he 
needed it to clear its path to degeneration. That is why today we have finally consolidated our victories, not only 
economic and ideological, but also principled and political. Of course, we soberly take into account the situation, 
we do not get carried away, we know that we also have shortcomings. Although the conditions are different, the 
situation is different, it would be useful to read Comrade Stalin's report and the resolution adopted on his report 
at the Plenum of the Central Committee in 1937, on the issue of shortcomings in the work and the lessons of 
sabotage. In this report and in this resolution, Comrade Stalin raises a number of questions, analyzes the rotten 
theories that supposedly we lack class struggle, raises a number of pressing questions, talks about the 
shortcomings in our work. Comrade Stalin demands that we have honest criticism and self-criticism, that we have 


no pomposity, he demands that in the name of not arguing, we give in to each other. 


Of course, we must improve our party work. We must raise it to a higher level. Of course, we, in the Presidium of 
the Central Committee, have shortcomings, and I think that we will eliminate them now. Now the situation is 
different. We now have a truly party atmosphere, friendly, there is no bullying, like when that scoundrel was 
sitting with us. We will work as Leninists-Stalinists should, unanimously criticizing each other, not being afraid 


to become each other's enemies. 
This is how we must work in the party organizations at the bottom. We must create a truly businesslike 
atmosphere right down to the grassroots party organizations . We need criticism, but we need criticism that is not 


hostile, but criticism of our actions , criticism of the shortcomings that we must eliminate in order to improve our 
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work. We must raise our ideological work, raise the ideological-political work among workers and communists, 


and we must strengthen the party organs. 


The Party is above all for us. No one is allowed when this scoundrel says: the Central Committee is personnel and 
propaganda. Not political leadership, not leadership of all life, as we, Bolsheviks, understand. But this does not 
mean that the Central Committee should replace the Council of Ministers, the regional committee - the regional 
executive committee, etc., but we must concentrate on political leadership, including political problems. The 
organizational issue is subordinated to politics. The organizational issue and politics are closely connected. 

That is why we must preserve the Central Committee, protect it, strengthen it, and so that the Central Committee 
really would not be what this scoundrel wanted, but so that it would remain as it always was, a strong, central 
organ of our Party, which directs the entire life of our country. We, comrades, of course understand that the 
situation has changed, not what it was before. However, we must say that, nevertheless, much of what was said 
in 1937 remains today. The capitalist encirclement has not only remained, it has become smaller. We have 
conquered a number of countries and the belt surrounding us. We have such a friend as China with a population 
of 800 million. However, those enemies that exist have exacerbated their relations, and we must be on guard. The 
enemy is strong, and we must respond to his strength with even greater vigilance. Vigilance does not mean the 
word vigilance itself. It means that we must educate people not by the method of administration, not by the 


method of arrest. 


There may be people with a rotten embryo, but if you treat this embryo in time, it will give results. That is why 
explanatory and educational work is of the greatest importance. This is political work, not just pedantic 
propaganda, but this is the political education of the masses, this is the political education of the party members, 


the party leadership. 


Beria certainly had connections with international intelligence. The facts cited here, his letter and fraternization 
with Rankovic and Tito after Tito came from England and visited America, his speech on the question of Germany, 
against socialism, show that he is a degenerate. He belittled Meshik's statement about the countries of people's 
democracy and Rakosi in order to entice him and make him a person who would be close to him. We do not yet 


know everything about the role he played in all the other countries. 


Or recently a rumor about a currency reform has spread. Where did the panic come from? After there was panic 
in Prague - in Czechoslovakia, and not only panic, but also the uprising. 56 It is not known what relation he has 
to this. Certainly, he had some influence here. It is also not known what role he played in all the other events and 
in the countries of people's democracy if we recall Meshik's statement. That is why we must be more vigilant in 
these matters and in international ones . Both the Central Committee and its Presidium will pursue this line firmly 


and definitely. 


Comrades, as the holy of holies, we must protect the unity of the Party and the principled policy. Comrade Stalin 
said at an evening for graduates of the Kremlin cadets: "A principled policy is the only correct policy." 57 This is 
the very formula with which Lenin stormed new positions. We are pursuing and will pursue this policy. This 


principled policy helped the Presidium resolve this issue. If the Presidium of the Central Committee had gone 
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astray along the path of examining minor cases and minor disputes, it would not have found as much 
determination as it did. Only because the Presidium generalized the facts and looked at these facts from a political 
point of view, it saved the people, saved our Party from upheavals, from the possibility of serious complications. 
We did not allow this to happen because we have a strong Central Committee. That is why I think that without 
bragging, despite all the shortcomings that exist in the Central Committee and Party organizations, we can say - 
glory to our tradition of collectivism, Party wisdom! Glory to our Central Committee, which was able to draw the 


conclusions quickly and decisively it did. 


Under the leadership of our party, a socialist society has been built on one sixth of the earth, where there is no 
exploitation of man by man, no crises and unemployment, no antagonistic classes, there are friendly classes of 
society, where there is no division into lower and higher races, into dominant and oppressed nations. Great is the 
fraternal family of socialist nations, building a new culture, national in form and socialist in content, building 


communism. 


The peoples are marching towards the great goal of communism under the banner of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin. 
The Party itself marched and led the working class, the toiling peasantry, the toiling intelligentsia throughout its 
history, not in the dark, not groping, but consciously, confidently, illuminating its path to communism with the 


most advanced and most revolutionary theory. 


Our party successfully built, led, and inspired the people to labor and military exploits on the fronts of peaceful 
communist construction and on the battlefields of the Great Patriotic War, because it successfully fought the 


enemies of the party and united the people around its Central Committee, around its Soviet government. 

And today the party, its Central Committee once again demonstrates its ideological and political power, its loyalty 
to the theory, principles, and methods of Marxism-Leninism. We emerge from this event even more united. We 
have cleansed ourselves of filth, we have cleansed ourselves of a major provocateur who spoiled the atmosphere, 
harmed, and prevented us from working. 

Under the banner of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin, under the leadership of its strong, wise Central Committee of the 
Party, our Party will lead the people to new victories of communism not only in our country, but throughout the 
world. (Applause.) 

Khrushchev: There is a proposal, comrades, to take a break now. No objections? 

A 15-minute break is announced. 

Khrushchev: Let's continue, comrades. There was a proposal to establish a time limit, since many comrades signed 
up, to give a large number of comrades the opportunity to speak at the Plenum. There is a proposal to set 20 
minutes. 


Voices from the floor. Correct. 
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Khrushchev: No objections? No other proposals? Then I ask the comrades speaking to adhere to the established 


rules. 


Comrade Bagirov has the floor, comrade Malyshev must prepare. 


Bagirov: Comrades, working far from Moscow, recently after the party and the country lost comrade Stalin, and 
not being aware of what was happening here, what was being done, especially after the death of comrade Stalin. 
And receiving a number of documents recently , I must tell the Plenum of the Central Committee directly, I felt a 


kind of heaviness in my soul, that something was wrong. 


What happened, what was the matter? Were all those serious measures necessary, all that was said here by 
comrades , about Ukraine, Belarus, Tbilisi? About Belarus there was a decision regarding the removal of the 
leadership, there was a decision about Lithuania, about Latvia , a decision on the doctors’ cases in the form in 
which it was sent to the regions, that is, what documents were there? Personally, honestly , I must say frankly - I 
do not know . It was hard for me, and it is especially impossible to share with comrades who do not receive 
documents from the Central Committee, you do not have the opportunity and the right to do so . And yesterday, 
when I first learned from Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev about the Presidium's decision, about what had 
happened, that it is simply unbelievable, some kind of burden was lifted from my soul, and I immediately felt 
some kind of relief. I think that not only I felt this relief, but also other comrades, if not all . It is difficult, comrades, 
to overestimate this. And without exaggeration, I must say frankly, a big thank you to the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the Party for the fact that in such a relatively short time after the death of Comrade Stalin, this guy 


was exposed and imprisoned, and it was not so easy. 


The report of Comrade Malenkov and the speeches here at the plenum by Comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, 
Bulganin, and other members of the Presidium with exhaustive completeness and persuasiveness revealed the 


face and the true methods of the hostile work of this international provocateur, the large-scale adventurer Beria. 


Beria, this chameleon, the worst enemy of our party, our people, was so cunning and dexterous that I personally, 
having known him for more than thirty years before his exposure by the Presidium of the Central Committee, 
could not figure him out, could not reveal his true enemy innards. I cannot explain this otherwise than by my 
excessive trust and the dulling of my party, communist vigilance towards this double-dealer and scoundrel. This 


will be a serious lesson for me too. 


In confirmation of what was said here in the report of Comrade Malenkov and other members of the Presidium 
about the adventurer Beria, his careerist aspirations that knew no bounds, his attempts to always put himself 
forward, to place himself above the leadership of the party and the government, I will give a couple of examples 


from recent events. 


Before that, I would like to say a few words about what Nikita Sergeyevich said here in his speech, that it was 
said about this adventurer in this hall at the Plenum of the Central Committee that he worked in the Musavat 
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intelligence service, in the Musavat police. I must say that after the temporary defeat of Soviet power in 
Azerbaijan, I left for Russia and returned to Azerbaijan in 1920 together with our Red Army. I participated in the 
units of our Red Army throughout the civil war . But I know very well that, apart from Anastas Ivanovich 
Mikoyan, no one can say that anyone else was the leader of the Baku underground organization and the 
Azerbaijani underground organization . Under the counter-revolutionary Musavat regime, all the underground 
work, all the personnel, everything that was done in our party , all the instructions of Lenin and Stalin, transmitted 
through Astrakhan, through Kirov to Baku - all this was carried out under the direct leadership of Anastas 
Ivanovich. Consequently, if Beria had really been sent by the party organization somewhere, especially to 
intelligence, then Anastas Ivanovich should have known about it. Anastas Ivanovich never spoke about it. 
Consequently, what Nikita Sergeyevich said yesterday, that Beria still has not presented any justification, and for 


this you need to have grounds, he cannot present these justifications - this is all correct. 


As for the archive in Baku, there are no traces in the archive in Baku indicating that it was sent by the party 


organization. 


Therefore, it seems that this man has not only been working for the enemy in recent years. It seems that he was 


thrown into our party by an agent of international imperialism with a distant goal. 


This is in relation to what was touched upon here. Now in relation to his attempts, his aspirations to always jump 
forward, to show himself everywhere and anywhere. I have seen this more than once. Every time I was in Moscow, 
the members of the Presidium knew that we had to visit Comrade Stalin together. I saw, watched, felt how the 
other members of the Presidium, then members of the Politburo, behaved at Comrade Stalin's and how this 


impudent fellow behaved. 


Two years ago, in 1950, a decision was made by the party and government to expand grain production, primarily 
wheat, in the Transcaucasian republics 58 . Now, in connection with the revision of a number of decisions that 
did not and do not have any current significance for individual republics, territories and regions, the Council of 
Ministers decided to reconsider this issue and made a decision 59 . Suddenly, out of the blue, Beria called Baku: I 
am preparing material to reconsider this issue . It turns out that it is not the party that is preparing it, not the 
Council of Ministers, not the party leadership, but he is preparing it. This was quite recently, the decision of the 
Council of Ministers was made a month ago. Moreover, on the day he called, the decision had already been 
received. It is clear that this is not his merit. Iam saying this because he cleverly, being a member of the Presidium 
and a member of the Central Committee of the party, knowing what is happening in the Central Committee and 


the Council of Ministers, passes off as his own, puts forward his own ego. 


I haven't talked to anyone about the second question. The thing is that there were conversations about creating 
new cultural orders of union and republican significance . Beria calls me and says: you know, I'm preparing the 
issue of orders. I say to him: how do you do that? He corrects himself and says: we want to establish new orders. 
I think the issue of orders is a complicated issue. It's not an organizational issue. It's the function of the Central 


Committee of the Party, the government, it's a political issue, so how can he prepare this issue? 
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Pegov: Moreover, this is not the Ministry of Internal Affairs' business. 

Bagirov. And even more so, it never happens that even on the smallest issues related to our practical work, to 
issues of intra-party work, that the first person who doesn't call is the apparatus of the Central Committee of the 
Party or the apparatus of the Council of Ministers. As a rule, they always say: I'm calling on behalf of the Central 
Committee of the Party or on behalf of the Council of Ministers. After all, he only has one "I". 

Malenkov: What orders? 

Bagirov. Orders of culture, union, and republican orders of culture. 

Bulganin. For what category of people? 

Bagirov. For art workers, theater workers. 

Malenkov: For example, what orders? 

Bagirov: You ask him, he told me - medals. (Laughter in the hall.) 

Malenkov. Orders can be named after someone. 

Yusupov: His assistant Ordyntsev called me on his instructions and said that Beria was making a proposal to 
establish two groups of orders: the first group would be Union orders, the second group would be Republican 
orders; then to establish orders of great people of the national republics. For example, he had Nizami, the Uzbeks 
had Alisher Navoi, etc. I then said that we needed to think about this issue. (Laughter.) Until now, we had been 
brought up differently. I said that we needed to think about it. 

Bagirov: Our opinion was that it would be better to decide this issue in the Central Committee. 

Voice: And did you call comrade Malenkov about this matter? 

Bagirov: I didn't call. 

Voice. Bad. 


Bulganin: The Central Committee did not know about this. 


Malenkov. The Central Committee didn't know, but it turns out he talked to the republics. We found out for the 


first time only now. 


Bagirov: The remark and retort that I did not inform the Central Committee was correct here. There is nothing to 


justify here. This is absolutely correct. But the fact remains that he did not only raise this question . 
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I will say more. He contacted us about what happened in Lithuania, what he wanted to do with Ukraine. 
Lithuania. He apparently tried to spread this further, not only to those regions and districts that had not had such 
a long period of Soviet power. He could not and did not contact me, the Central Committee, and the Council of 
Ministers on this issue. On his instructions, they called the Minister of State Security of the Republic, Yemelyanov, 
to provide information on the national composition of the Ministry of Internal Affairs employees. For now, he 
was apparently starting with this. Comrade Yemelyanov was also asked to give his thoughts on who could replace 
him from among the local nationalities. Yemelyanov, like a dozen other comrades, was raised by the Azerbaijani 
party organization. Yemelyanov replied to the man who called him at Beria’s request that since the minister 
requires information on the national composition, I can inform him through you, but regarding who can replace 
me, I ask you to contact the Central Committee and the Council of Ministers, because I myself did not sit here, I 


was nominated for this job. 


This attempt failed. Here comrades can say why I did not call the Central Committee and inquire . It must be said 
that we receive dozens of calls every day. Until yesterday Nikita Sergeyevich called me and told me, I did not 
know, and when he told me, I was not shocked. After all, Beria was sitting in the Presidium of the Central 


Committee and calling us. 


There was such a case, I want to tell the members of the Presidium about this here, how can one not talk about 
this as it should be, there was a case: during the liquidation of the railways, an additional mistake was made 


during the unification of the Azerbaijan 60 . 

Malenkov: No one is bringing charges against you, we are talking about exposing Beria. 

Khrushchev: You explain it this way because everyone knows and I know. When they met you and asked if Beria 
called, you said no, and I said he was arrested . You know him better than others, that's why people say you 
should tell , you knew him better than I did, although I knew him very well too . 

Voices. Correct. 

Bagirov: Regarding the calls. I left here after Comrade Stalin's death on March 16. During that time, he called me 
once. During the 15 years of my stay here in Moscow (I don't want to absolve myself of responsibility for the fact 
that I couldn't figure out this man, I'm not saying this to justify myself), I visited him at home once, and then with 
Comrade Stalin, and the rest of the time I always met him like that, or he came to pick me up. But for some reason, 


especially in recent years, he avoided me. 


Voice from the floor. Comrade Bagirov, when you start making excuses, don't do it out loud. You'll say that the 


Central Committee has forgotten in recent years... 


Bagirov. Me? 
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Voice from the floor. We went to the boss. 

Bagirov. Me? 

Voice from the floor. And they kept going to Beria. 

Bagirov: I don’t know if the comrades have any grounds for making such a demand of me, maybe they do, but I, 
for example, never forgot the Central Committee for a minute and on all issues, when I needed to resolve them, I 
always called one of the secretaries of the Central Committee. 

I could not consider Beria the chief of Azerbaijan, although he tried to do so. That is another matter. Perhaps 
comrade Ignatov will speak out and say more in detail, but I cannot take it upon myself and say that I went around 
the Central Committee. I will tell you more: whenever I was here , I went to the Central Committee, to all the 
ministries, to all the organizations, and if it comes down to it, it was very rare that I was alone with Beria. 

Voice. That's another matter. 

Bagirov: I want to tell it like it is. It's up to the Central Committee Plenum to see how it will react. 

Suslov. The Central Committee instructors were afraid to go to Azerbaijan. 

Bagirov. To Azerbaijan? 

Suslov: Yes, in the Azerbaijani organizations , they were afraid that you had a boss. 


Bagirov: I don’t know, maybe . 


Malenkov: Comrade Bagirov, you are making excuses, there is no need for that . You were close to Beria, that is 


not the issue being discussed now. 

Voice. Correct. 

Malenkov: And that's why the Plenum is perplexed. You're making excuses, defending yourself. You were seen 
more than anyone else, embracing Beria . That's not the point at all, there's no need to talk about it, he's been 
exposed . 

Bagirov: I said this regarding the exposure, and I said this regarding what Nikita Sergeyevich said yesterday. 
The exposure by the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party of this seasoned, cunning, and clever enemy, 


and the indecisive actions of the Presidium at the time are the best proof of the correctness of the line and the 
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foresight of the Party leadership. This is a guarantee, a sure guarantee, that any attempt, from whomever it may 
be, to shake the unity of the ranks of our Party will be mercilessly crushed. 

The fact of Beria's sabotage work once again shows that we, including me, especially after the death of Comrade 
Stalin, need to raise our vigilance in the ranks of our party and all Soviet people as never before. Now we need to 
expand and strengthen our party's ties with the broad masses of workers with even greater force, to unite the 


Soviet people even more closely around the party and the government. 


The question of friendship among peoples. This was correctly stated here in the speeches of the members of the 
Presidium, this is the foundation on which our power, our might, is based. Further strengthening of this 
friendship and unification of all the peoples of the Soviet Union around the great Russian people is our sacred 


task, our sacred duty. 


The measures taken by the Presidium in relation to this scoundrel, the international adventurer Beria, and the 


decisions of the Plenum of the Central Committee will be unanimously confirmed and warmly approved by our 


party. 


Comrades, our party is a party of action, a party of struggle, a party of creation, a party created by the great Lenin. 
In order to remain at the helm of this party, on the great streams of the revolutionary movement, the goal of which 
is the construction of communism, one must be what a loyal soldier, a loyal son, a loyal student, a loyal member 
of our party should be. And therefore, so to speak, it is no accident that the appearance and disappearance of 
such adventurers as Beria not only cannot have an effect, but on the contrary, every case of such exposure further 
strengthens the ranks of our party, further raises the fighting capacity of our party, further unites the party around 


the Central Committee, our people around the party and the government. 


I, comrades, do not know, I believe that I was, am and will remain until the end of my life faithful to the great 
precepts of Lenin-Stalin, a loyal soldier of my party, ready at any moment to carry out any tasks of the party and 


government. 


I am not making excuses, I just want to say that it hurts me to listen to some of the comments of my comrades. 
Maybe there are many mistakes in my work, but the only thing I always do is one thing: serve the party, serve the 


cause of the party, serve the people, serve the country, serve socialism, serve communism - that's all I can say. 


Khrushchev: Comrade Malyshev has the floor, comrade Snechkus (Lithuania) should get ready. 


Malyshev: Comrades, what we heard yesterday from Comrade Malenkov, from Comrade Khrushchev, from 
Comrade Molotov, today from Comrade Bulganin, from Comrade Kaganovich, shows us what kind of enemy in 
the person of Beria has made his way to the leadership of the Party and the Government. Their speeches opened 
our eyes to many of Beria's actions, to his behavior, which we have seen a lot over a long period of time. For 
example, as a minister, I worked under the leadership of several comrades - Comrade Molotov, Kaganovich, and 
Beria. I must say that every time you go to report on some issue to your comrades, you go with different feelings. 


With one feeling you go to comrade Molotov, about whom we know that he is a strict leader, demanding, but 
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always, when you go to him, you know that there will never be hasty decisions, adventuristic decisions, never, 
even if you made a big and serious mistake, will you be under the blow of some mood. Here is comrade 
Kaganovich - sometimes a hot-tempered person, but we know that he is also forgiving, he will flare up, but quickly 
calm down and always make the right decision. Beria is a different matter. We, the ministers, knew that you go 
into the office as a minister, and when you come back out - you don’t know, maybe you will become a minister, 
or maybe you will end up in prison. The method was like this: he will hit you on the head, you will come out, 
swaying. And we, the ministers, had the opinion that the man was hit hard, everything is clear . Roughly 


speaking, Beria’s leadership style is dictatorial, rude, non-partisan. 


By the way, about party affiliation. I worked during the war, I was in charge of tank affairs, and after the war I 
worked for a year or a year and a half at Transmash, I never had party affiliation. He somehow set up or pushed, 
not directly, but indirectly, that the party organization should provide services, when there were orders to the 


secretaries of the regional party committees, they would say that there was a prodding - you do this, do that. 


Voices. Correct. 


Malyshev. There was no provision for him to teach us, to ask the party organization for help in organizing party 
work, and so on. He considered the secretaries of the regional party committees to be dispatchers. Whatever task 
he took on, the secretary of the regional committee was a dispatcher for that task. Of course, this depressed us. 
We thought that something was wrong here, we forgave him, we thought that the man was doing a great job, he 
was probably getting excited like that. In fact, now it is clear that this was not accidental, that this was his style of 
work. Beria's mistakes were not accidental. I must say that, of course, we took his authority into account, we 
considered him infallible, and sometimes we were afraid of him, despite our position as members of the Central 


Committee, we thought so , there's no point in hiding it. 


Many of us saw how Beria literally every day, especially after the death of Comrade Stalin, became more and 
more insolent and unbridled. He mercilessly put pressure on people with his high position. Beria commanded 
without appeal, dictated, he insulted, silenced people, including ministers and members of the Central 
Committee. At every step he emphasized his power and showed that what he was doing was all done in the name 
of the party, in the name of the government, and if today there was no formal decision, then he would do it 
anyway. And we had the impression that Beria wanted it, so he would carry it out. Obviously, not only I had this 
opinion, but many others. Now facts have become known that he deceived the Central Committee, that behind 
the back of the government he single-handedly carried out and signed the most important state decisions, 
decisions of great state importance, using his position as chairman of the Special Committee. Comrade Malenkov 
said that he signed a very important decision on experiments with a hydrogen bomb. We started digging through 
the archives and discovered that he had signed a whole series of major decisions without the knowledge of the 
Central Committee and the government, for example , about the work plan of a very important design bureau 
working on the atomic bomb 61 . Shouldn't the party and the government know in what direction we will develop 
the atomic problem? He concealed and single-handedly signed a whole series of other decisions that will cost 
many, many hundreds of millions of rubles, decisions on special issues. He concealed them from the government, 


single-handedly signed them, using his position as chairman of the Special Committee. 
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I would also like to speak on one issue. Especially after the death of Comrade Stalin, and even during Comrade 
Stalin's life, it was difficult for us to sometimes attend meetings of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers, 
especially when Beria was chairing. It was painful for us, I will say frankly, it was often offensive and painful to 
see how Beria rudely interrupted and harassed not only us, the ministers - we had already come to terms with 
this - but also the leading figures of our party and government. It was simply offensive, for example, for Comrade 
Voroshilov. Since our Komsomol days, we had become accustomed to the fact that Kliment Yefremovich 


Voroshilov is Voroshilov. Am I right? 


Voices. Correct. 


Malyshev. One word - Voroshilov - said a lot to us, and he cut it off . Kliment Efremovich recently headed culture, 
voluntary societies. I remember how Kliment Efremovich reported on the charter of the united voluntary society 
62. Beria rudely cuts off, insults. Well. you just sit there, and it scrapes you all over. What right does he have to 


cut off a person who is respected by everyone, from children to old people. 


He was playing tricks on Shvernik. They talked about it here, he treated him disdainfully , pulled him up rudely. 
He made fun of Andrei Andreevich. Andrei Andreevich was sick, we all saw that the man could not work, and 


from Beria there were mockeries about the illness, statements: "He is sick there, in the apartment." 


The disdainful attitude offended us. We were not used to old management comrades being treated like that. 


Voroshilov: And to the young? 


Malyshev: I don't count the young ones. We were used to him hitting us on the head. I must say frankly - we were 
afraid of him, he had authority, we thought it was forgivable for a big man to allow some rudeness, we tolerated 


it for the sake of our cause. 


We see how recently our party and government leadership has been ousted by tried and tested comrades, known 
to the entire country and the entire people - these are comrades Molotov, Voroshilov, Mikoyan. This is a fact. We 
were very offended. We all know Comrade Molotov from our Komsomol years. Tried and tested comrades, and 
suddenly for some reason it turned out that they were not needed in the party leadership. It is incomprehensible. 
Now, of course, everything is clear, he was clearing his way to power. First, Voroshilov was ousted under the 
guise of old age, then Molotov, having been foisted upon by some far-fetched mistakes, as if he practically kissed 
the Americans and the English at every crossroads. It is clear that Comrade Stalin was not speaking from his own 
words, Beria presented him with these materials. He was ousting one tried and tested comrade after another, so 
that it would be easier for him to get to power. Our souls ached, but we could not think very well. We could not 
figure everything out at once. He sought a dictatorial position, a leadership position, and became prime minister, 


no matter what. 
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Such a person in the leadership of the party, in the leadership of the state, represented a mortal danger to our 
party and the state. We, members of the Central Committee, see that the Presidium of the Central Committee of 
our party was equal to the situation, demonstrated Leninist-Stalinist foresight and promptly saw through this 
adventurer, provocateur and enemy and made a courageous and wise, deeply party decision, neutralizing Beria 
and preventing the party and the country from great troubles. We fully approve of the decision made by the 
Central Committee of the party. (Stormy applause.) We trust our Presidium of the Central Committee, the 
Leninist-Stalinist Presidium of the Central Committee, under whose leadership we will work, more than ever. 


(Applause.) 
Khrushchev: The floor is given to comrade Snechkus, comrade Shatalin must prepare. 


Snieckus. Lithuania gained notoriety in connection with Beria's provocative note in the ninth year of the existence 
of Soviet power after liberation from the Nazi invaders. Now it is clear to us why Beria needed to inflate the 
significance of the bourgeois-nationalist underground in Lithuania. This was done in order to use our 
shortcomings in work, to inflate these shortcomings and to show himself as the savior of Soviet power in 
Lithuania, so that everyone, reading the provocative note, would think about what kind of order there is in 


Lithuania with such a large number of years of existence of Soviet power. 


And what was it like for us, the Lithuanian communists? After all, it was said: if measures were not taken 
immediately in Lithuania, the cause of Soviet power in Lithuania would be jeopardized. I could not provide 
anything in my report to the 63rd Plenum to support this provocative thesis, and not a single member of the 


Plenum opposed this thesis. 


Beria also incredibly inflated the reactionary influence of the Catholic Church, saying that 90 percent of the 
population of Lithuania were believers . Ninety percent! Meanwhile, the Catholic Church could have wished for 
such a percentage in the best of bourgeois times. There are no words, the struggle of the Lithuanian people against 
the Lithuanian bourgeois nationalists and their social support - the kulaks - was harsh and difficult. We won this 
struggle. But we must not forget that the Lithuanian bourgeois nationalists were armed by the Germans to fight 
the Soviet power, and then they were actively supported by the American imperialists. We withstood this 
struggle. But it must be said, comrades, that in this struggle we lost more than 13 thousand poor people, farm 
laborers and partly party and Soviet activists. But this struggle, under the leadership of the Central Committee, 
was basically brought to an end. This year we have only 7 killed. This, of course, should not happen either. The 
bourgeois nationalists themselves admit that they lost the struggle. By the way, the note mentioned that the 
underground was led by the captain of the Lithuanian bourgeois army, Zemaitis, who was elected president of 
Lithuania. That's how they called him the president of Lithuania. That the captain of the Lithuanian bourgeois 
army, Zemaitis, was not caught until recently is our fault. What did Zemaitis talk about when we recently caught 


him 64 , and without Beria's help, but the Lithuanian security officers caught him. 


Bulganin: And he took credit for it. 
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Sneckus. The same Zemaitis as his popularizer Beria. He showed that he never left the forest, that he has several 
points for connections, that he has no popularity. What does Beria do? He orders that Zemaitis be brought to 


Moscow for personal interrogation on Thursday. 


Malenkov. Did he interrogate him? 

Snieckus: Yes. He was brought by the Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs Martavicius. He told me something last 
night, and I will quote some statements from the statement he told me last night. After interrogating Zemaitis, 
Beria makes the following proposal: to create an underground nationalist organization with the help of Zemaitis. 
First he inflated Zemaitis, and now he makes the same proposal to Martavicius to create a nationalist organization 


with the help of Zemaitis. 
Is this not another provocation by Beria about a nationalist underground in Lithuania? 


By the way, how Beria tried to help the cause of liquidating the nationalist underground in Lithuania. After the 


meeting of the Presidium, I came to Beria for a personal conversation. This was the only conversation. (Laughter.) 
Pervukhin. Did he call you? 


Snechkus: No, I called him myself and said that I would like to talk to him. He said: what do you want? Ianswered 
him that I would like to talk. Comrade Gedvilas, the Chairman of the Council of Ministers, was also present at 


this personal conversation. 
Malenkov: He hid from the Central Committee that you had visited him. 
Snechkus. And now you can find out everything. 


Khrushchev. Beria sought to summon the secretaries of the Central Committee and regional committees to the 


Ministry of Internal Affairs. 
Snechkus: By the way, I have not used such benefits. 


Khrushchev: Those whom he summoned cannot say either. 

Snieckus. I raised the question at this personal conversation about the need to block all transmissions of enemy 
stations 65 that are broadcast in Lithuanian, and at least six transmissions are broadcast in Lithuanian, and the 
population in Lithuania can listen, radio transmitters receive this . What did he answer to this - that he, you see, 
is preparing proposals to completely eliminate the blocking that now exists. Bad blocking, he wants to eliminate 
that too. So what kind of help is this in the liquidation of the bourgeois-nationalist underground? And the 


American imperialists transmit via radio and installations to the still existing bourgeois nationalist tail. 


How was Beria's note compiled? That I knew a little earlier, and last night Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs 


Martavicius told me, I may have broken the rules here, but I said - tell me everything you know. (Laughter.) There 
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was a ban on talking. How was this note compiled? It was not compiled by Sharia, who was mentioned, it was 
compiled mainly by another wizard in a general's uniform - Sazykin. This Sazykin was snooping around 
Lithuania, he was in Lithuania twice, but he did not go to the Central Committee, and the Central Committee did 
not even know that he was incognito in Lithuania. To give it more weight, they spread a rumor that he was also 
an atomic scientist. (Laughter.) The comrades from the Lithuanian Ministry of Internal Affairs initially objected 
to many provisions in Beria's note, but were then forced to sign the document after some rudeness with Mother . 
Comrade Martavicius, Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of the Lithuanian SSR, writes as follows: “The report 
compiled by us — Kondakov, Martavicius, a communist with underground experience, Gali... 66 , a Lithuanian 
communist, was a very self-critical report, but it did not satisfy Beria. He accused us of concealing the real situation 
in Lithuania, although the leadership of the Lithuanian Ministry of Internal Affairs did not even think about it. 
Beria cursed us with the most vile abuse and forced us to remake it in the spirit pleasing to him, that is, to inflate 
the state of the active underground and show them as massive, well-organized, and centralized, located outside 
our field of vision. As for the nationalist underground, we do not have such a situation in our republic, but we 
were forced to reflect such an underground , as Beria wanted. When Beria objected to this biased assessment of 


the situation, he attacked me with abuse and threats. That is how this note was composed." 


As for the nationalist underground, here too everything is confirmed by the document that I have already outlined 


and I will not repeat myself on this issue any more. 


Yes, by the way, about the number. There is a big number given there - 270 thousand of all repressed, but it was 
compiled dishonestly. For example, take the fact that there, in the note, it is indicated from 1944, and meanwhile, 
those repressed before the war of 1941 are included. That is one thing, and then, apparently, the same person 
appears several times. And this number has now started to circulate in our republic, it was announced at the 


Plenum. 


Why did Beria need to blow up the situation in Lithuania like that? Apparently, the Americans. We must recall, 
comrades, Eisenhower's speech last fall 67 , when he said that the Americans were determined to liberate their 
blood brothers. Remember, there was an editorial in Pravda. Apparently, it was necessary to blow up this 
existence of a bourgeois-nationalist underground, then bring it to the attention of the population, and it got into 


print. 


Of course, politically this is a big loss. What is the situation now? 


Comrade Khrushchev and Comrade Molotov were right when they said that the bourgeois-nationalist elements 
had begun to get out of hand, they had already begun to get out of hand after the most harmful rapid replacement 
of Russians by Lithuanians in the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. And here Beria pursued the goal of 


showing himself as a conductor of national policy, belittling the authority of the Central Committee. 
What is the nature of these rumors? The Russians will be expelled from Lithuania, and the expelled kulaks will 
return to Lithuania, and after the Russians, the Lithuanian communists will be expelled. We will kill these 


Lithuanian communists like rabbits. All the Russians are already being fired, in general, they are fleeing Lithuania. 
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Only Lithuanians and some Russians will remain in the police and other institutions, but let them not hope that 
they will have freedom there. We will catch them all like rabbits. The Russian communists are leaving Lithuania, 
and the Lithuanian communists will be hanged when the Americans and the English arrive . The Russian 
communists will leave, and we will kill all the Lithuanians. This is how the bourgeois-nationalist elements are 


unleashed. 


But it must be said, comrades, that we did not allow mass dismissals. In view of the abolition of the regions 68, 
some of the comrades must apparently be recalled, and the Central Committee is now reviewing this contingent. 
As for the districts, we are now reviewing the personnel, and in general we are not yet dismissing anyone. 
Moreover, in the Council of Ministers we have a Russian comrade as Deputy Chairman 69 , and some ministers 
are Russian comrades. We have paid more attention to the rural areas. There, in some places, it is indeed necessary 


to increase the national composition, to strengthen it. Of course, we have this shortcoming . 


The day before yesterday, before flying to Moscow, we, and the inspector of the Central Committee of the CPSU, 
Comrade Sheblikin, who is helping us in Lithuania, were told by a comrade who was at the plenum of the 
Sholginik District Committee. Moskvinov, the former secretary of the Vilnius Regional Committee, said that at 
the plenum of the Sholginik District Committee , a retired colonel, a participant in the Great Patriotic War, a 
disabled person, spoke and said: it is Beria who is to blame for the fact that such a situation has arisen with the 


Russians in Lithuania. 


The colonel figured out what we heard here. I could only say not to punish this comrade, I could not give an 
explanation. (Laughter in the hall.) What could I say before the flight? 


As for the Russian workers before the note, after the changes in the Ministry of Internal Affairs began, they began 
to be interested in how and what with the Russian comrades. We thought that if there were changes , we would 
leave some of the Russian comrades, use them, but when we heard the report, we decided that we would not 
leave them. And the best workers really want to leave Lithuania, those whom we would like to leave, who could 
help us. One cannot help but think that Beria, with his provocative antics, was turning the Lithuanian people 
against Soviet power. I must say, the bourgeois-nationalist riff-raff enjoyed all sorts of support, but look at the 


facts for yourself. During the spring campaign, all sorts of rumors were spread. We sowed well. 

Khrushchev. Time to end. 

Snechkus: I would ask for another 5-7 minutes. 

Voices. Give. 

Snechkus. We have sown well. The collective farmers have come out to work in unison and started haymaking. 
There is not a single case of individual harvesting, while last year there were cases of individual harvesting in the 
young collective farms. There are none this year. This means that our collective farms are not inflated, not like 


Beria wanted to present them as. We have some good collective farms and even some good ones, but we have our 


66 


own shortcomings in the collective farms and general shortcomings, which Comrade Khrushchev spoke about 
here. We have prepared proposals very carefully. Allow me to enter the Presidium of the Central Committee with 
these proposals. Among these proposals will be the question of assistance to those resettled in villages. Up to 90 
percent of our people live on farmsteads. This question has been raised for the last two years, the Central 
Committee has been actively supported, and Comrade Malenkov personally, and Beria has failed to pass this 
question in the Council of Ministers. Of course, we have shortcomings, and Comrade Kaganovich spoke about 
them here - both in terms of national cadres and promotion, especially to the party apparatus. Over the last year, 
only 0.5 percent have been promoted. This, of course, is not enough. We are aware of these shortcomings and will 
correct them. But Beria did everything to distance Lithuanians from the Soviet organs, where we have about 70 
percent of them. He did not cite these figures. We asked for cadres from the Central Committee, we asked 
ourselves, and now we are trying to retain those comrades. 13 thousand Lithuanian communists, it is very difficult 
to manage when you have two and a half thousand collective farms, when there are only 5 thousand communists 
in the collective farms . In some places, we allowed the incorrect placement of Russian comrades who came from 
the army. Here we really have our shortcomings, but again Beria raised this issue in every decision of the Central 
Committee, noting this task before us, in particular last year, according to the report of the Vilnius City Committee 
, such a task was set by Comrade Malenkov , but we still really have not worked well, and here at the Presidium 


we were rightly criticized, and this data was presented here. 


But it must be said here that at the same time there are shortcomings in the party work. It must be said that some 
of our comments regarding individual comrades who were at the head of the party-organizational work and who 
worked poorly did not always find due support among some workers of the Central Committee apparatus. Of 
course, we are to blame for not raising this issue with the secretaries, but I do not want to bypass the party 
apparatus, and meanwhile the opinions of Lithuanian communists were not always heard there. There were such 


facts. 


One more question . There are quite a few Lithuanians abroad, 600 or 800 thousand people in total, and the total 
population of Lithuania is 2,700 thousand people. You see what a kinship, especially in America. Some were in 
the occupied territory, worked as agronomists, teachers, even engineers, some families have repressed people. 
And it was really a difficult situation to put forward new people. Last year, at a meeting of the Secretariat, we 
raised the issue that, according to the instructions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, we cannot put forward 
Lithuanian communists, because grandmothers and aunts play a decisive role, and not the person himself. 
Comrade Malenkov said then that bandits trust each other more than our workers. Ignatiev stood up , listened, 
but did not implement this instruction. Beria appears, who, using this situation, acts as an amnesty. Now it is 


clear, and we have exposed this maneuver of Beria. 


We have quite a few shifts in the mood of the intelligentsia. We still have some disputes about our national affairs, 
about our history. I will not name names, this is not the place, but here too we have seen the greatest sensitivity 
and attention on the part of the leaders of the Central Committee; it is precisely in this area of the history and 
culture of the Lithuanian people, where the nationalist vestiges are most tenacious, that we have had many 
successes. I will cite an example of Union significance. We recently held a conference of the Academy of Sciences 


of the Baltic countries and Belarus, at which Marxist concepts were supported by the best representatives of the 
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Lithuanian intelligentsia. Comrade Pankratova could have told us about this, she gave a high assessment of the 
increased awareness of the Lithuanian intelligentsia in matters of the national and historical development of the 


people. 


We will continue to learn to fight in principle against all nationalist remnants. Comrade Malenkov spoke about 
these remnants. They are, of course, tenacious. We must be vigilant in every area of our work, as Comrade 
Molotov spoke about. Recently, instructions were intercepted from abroad, in which Lithuanian nationalist 
organizations were given the task of penetrating our organizations, to find out whether there were any Titoite 
communists among the Lithuanian communists. 

We must be vigilant, we must put an end to the remnants of the bourgeois-nationalist ruff. But in this fight, of 
course, we must hit the target. In this regard, we were rightly criticized at the Presidium of the Central Committee, 
that the party and Soviet organs in Lithuania still allow administration. We admit this guilt. But we do not admit, 
and no one accuses us of fighting against people who made it difficult to carry out land reform, who made it 


difficult to carry out collectivization. 


Of course , in Lithuania we have many shortcomings in the implementation of the Leninist-Stalinist national 
policy, and in the passion of the party and soviet organs for administration, which I have already spoken about, 
and in the insufficient management of the collective farms. Under the leadership and with the help of the Central 
Committee of the Party, with the help of its Presidium, monolithic, united, and cohesive, we will correct these 
shortcomings. I can state with full responsibility that the communists of Lithuania will unanimously meet the 


forthcoming decision of the Plenum and will be faithful to the Central Committee of our Party. (Applause.) 


Khrushchev: Comrade Shatalin asked to speak later. The floor is given to Comrade Kruglov, Minister of Internal 
Affairs. 


Kruglov: Comrades, the decision taken by the Presidium of the Central Committee of our party to arrest the 
enemy of our state, the bourgeois rogue and adventurer Beria, is the only correct decision. Comrade Malenkov's 
report and the speeches of the members of the Presidium show the entire vile role and hostile face of this enemy 
of our state. The removal of this enemy and rogue will strengthen our party, strengthen its unity and cohesion 
around the Leninist-Stalinist leadership of the party and will be received by all members of the party and honest 


people with a feeling of special satisfaction. 


A seasoned, cunning, and skillful enemy has penetrated into the heart of our party, into the leadership of our 
country, and the neutralization of this enemy, the exposure of his counter-revolutionary activities is a great merit 


of our Central Committee of the party and its Leninist-Stalinist Presidium. 


The Party has won a major victory in the fight for communism by exposing this adventurer and enemy in good 
time. Our Party and our state have neutralized a dangerous vermin that could have caused a lot of harm. The 
correctness of this decision is especially clear to those who had even the slightest contact with this scoundrel at 
work. Beria's behavior often made one think, especially in the last three months. The adoption of categorical 


decisions, the complete disregard for all other opinions except his, the insolent and boorish judgment on all issues 
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were in great contradiction with the Party's teaching on leadership methods, on the attitude toward people, on 
collectivism. There are many comrades present here in whose lives this scoundrel caused a lot of harm and took 
away a lot of health. Boorishness, impudence, rudeness, humiliation of any human dignity - this is the lot of 
people whom fate brought together for a conversation with this parasite Beria. We witnessed at meetings of the 
Council of Ministers when this Beria allowed himself to be rude to people who are known to the Party, who are 
known to the entire Soviet people, who have enormous, immeasurable successes and merits in the cause of the 
victory of our revolution. I witnessed how at one meeting of the Presidium this Beria ignored and mocked 
comrade Voroshilov. I remember how Kliment Efremovich answered him very cleverly, this answer was very 
much liked by everyone, - you even appear in my dreams. I thought then how cleverly Kliment Efremovich 


answered this impudent fellow. 


Timoshenko. Then he was probably happy and smiling. 


Malenkov. The Central Committee knows him, he grew up in the Central Committee apparatus. He was forced 


to do a lot, but when the Central Committee needed him, he served faithfully. 


Kruglov: There is no doubt that if he had not been put in prison, he would have gone against our party for his 
hostile purposes and could have used the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. But this rogue 
miscalculated this time too. The vast majority of the staff of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, with the exception of 
a small group of people especially close to Beria, are devoted to our party, its Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee, 


and no Beria will be able to use it for his vile purposes. (Applause.) 


However, when you now critically consider all of Beria's behavior over the last 3 months in the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, because a number of employees who are currently working in the Ministry of Internal Affairs, such as 
Kruglov, Serov, Maslennikov, have had nothing to do with the Ministry of Internal Affairs for the last 10 years. 
After all, the Ministry of Internal Affairs is called that, but in essence, intelligence, counterintelligence, and other 


issues are resolved there . 


The ministry where we worked until Comrade Stalin's death had nothing to do with it and did not know what 
was going on there, and when you think about the behavior of this Beria in the new Ministry of Internal Affairs 
for three months, many things appear in a different sense and his anti-party and hostile face becomes clear. It 
becomes clear that he wanted to use the Ministry of Internal Affairs system in his vile plans. For this purpose, 
under the sign of special secrecy that intelligence and counterintelligence issues were decided by him and 
Kobulov, we, listed as deputies - Kruglov, Serov and Maslennikov - learned about many issues only from the 
minutes of the meetings of the Presidium of the Central Committee. For example, we learned about the decision 
on Belarus only from the minutes of the decisions of the Central Committee. The decision on the Korean question 
was unknown to us. We also did not know about the German Democratic Republic. There is also a so-called 
special folder in the minutes of the decision on the Ministry of Internal Affairs, but we do not know what these 
issues are, they are unknown to us. We were not aware of the cases in the investigative department for especially 


important cases, because they were decided by Kobulov and Beria. We did not know what case was being 
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conducted regarding some other comrades, which is now known. We were assigned police issues, fire protection 


issues, and as for the former Ministry of Internal Affairs, a ban was imposed on us. 


Why did we put up with this matter? We bear responsibility for it. We failed to expose this enemy for some time. 
The Presidium of the Central Committee helped us, as did many of those present here, and I express my deep 
gratitude and satisfaction at the firmness and correctness of the decision of the Central Committee of the Party on 


the Beria issue. 


Our task now is to help completely, to the end, expose this rogue, three-time traitor, swindler, provocateur, who 
brazenly and smugly lived among our leadership, and our leadership is the pride of the people and the pride of 
our party. This intriguer, slanderer, provocateur by vocation combined in himself the greatest meanness and the 


greatest impudence. 


The investigation will reveal all of Beria's hostility , but some measures are , in our opinion, sabotage and anti- 
state, especially in intelligence matters. We now know that in April and May of this year, Beria simultaneously 
summoned about half of the residency workers to Moscow. Many of those summoned have been in Moscow for 


more than 2 months. 


Molotov. Where from? 


Kruglov. Vyacheslav Mikhailovich, from abroad, from capitalist countries. 


Malenkov. 600 people. 


Kruglov. There are currently about 200 people in Moscow for two or three months, about whom the issue is not 
being resolved. During this time, the work of the residency has weakened. Contacts with many valuable agents 
have been lost. The residency of Soviet intelligence in capitalist countries has been exposed and has been left 


without leadership for a long time. 


Voice: This was done deliberately. 


Kruglov. The commissioner for Germany and his deputies sat in Moscow for three months, and at the time of the 
preparation of the mutiny in Germany, Beria decided to reduce the apparatus of the commissioner of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs in the GDR by seven times 70 . They decided to abolish the instructor apparatus of the 
commissioner , leaving only the advisory one . Thus, the Chekist apparatus in Germany was also sharply 


weakened during this time. 
Beria's blanket denigration of everything that exists in foreign intelligence also seems dubious. He repeatedly 


stated that there is no intelligence, that there are no agents, no valuable information, no personnel, and that 


everything must be started from scratch, while now something else has become known. He oriented toward the 


70 


rejection of a whole series of agent activities, and many materials on foreign intelligence were not reported to the 


Central Committee of the Party. 


A number of facts with the appointment of leading employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs suggest that 
Beria pursued the goal of having people loyal to him in the areas, without taking into account their political loyalty 
to the party. A number of appointments have such people as Rai... 71 , Etingof 72, Sudoplatov, Meshik, and many 
others, who absolutely do not enjoy the political trust of the collective and were expelled from the bodies of the 


Ministry of Internal Affairs before his arrival. 


Beria subjected the intelligence department to a sharp reduction and purge. In a short period of time, a large 
number of people taken into the party mobilization organs were dismissed. 

Particular attention is drawn to the recent creation by Beria, bypassing the structure of the Ministry approved by 
the Central Committee, of a new department, personally subordinate to him and doing unknown things. Even 
the personnel for this department were selected outside the Personnel Department. This department includes 
Etingof 73 , just released from prison, a certain Vasilevsky, who enjoys a dubious reputation, a person close to 


Beria, a certain Pravdin, a Frenchman by nationality, and so on. 


Recently, the newly appointed resident in Finland Kotov reported that during his time at a reception with Beria, 
the latter suggested visiting the former Minister of Internal Affairs of Finland, the renegade Leino, who was 
allegedly improperly dismissed by the Finnish communists. Beria made it clear to Comrade Kotov that he should 
meet with Leino. This instruction from Beria looks extremely suspicious, since it cannot be considered normal for 


our Soviet workers to meet abroad with people who are renegades and traitors to the labor movement. 
Comrades, a grave situation has developed in the system of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, or rather the former 
MGB. Over the last three years, there has been an incessant breakdown and reorganization. This has greatly 
shaken the apparatus. But the communists working in the system of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, where the 
party sent them, know well that under the leadership of their own Communist Party, its Central Committee, 
having taken into account all the lessons, they will take all measures to strengthen the organs in order to turn 
them against our class enemies, they will increase revolutionary vigilance in their work and will make every effort 
to justify the great trust that the Motherland places in us, that the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee of the Party 
places in us. (Applause.) 

Khrushchev: Comrades, there is a proposal to take a lunch break now. No objections? 

Voices. No. 

Khrushchev: So that we can take a break until eight o'clock. There will be no objections? 

Voices. No. 


Khrushchev: A break is declared until eight o'clock. 
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MEETING JULY 3 


Evening meeting 


Khrushchev. Let's continue the work of the Plenum. Comrade Patolichev has the floor. Comrade Kirichenko - 


Ukraine, get ready. 


Patolichev: Comrades, we have listened to the detailed report of Comrade Malenkov, the speeches of Comrades 
Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Kaganovich, and now the full picture is revealed to each of us, and for me, for 
example, the first thought that came to mind was that 3 months was not such a long period of time that was 
needed to expose and neutralize such a cunning and dangerous enemy of the party and the state as Beria turned 


out to be. 


It must be said that the leaders of the party and government, members of the Presidium of the Central Committee, 
in sucha difficult matter demonstrated steadfastness and determination and, I would say, the necessary flexibility 
and skill. 


What pleases me most, comrades, is that the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee acted in a united 
manner at a difficult and crucial moment for the party and the state, acted as was required of the Lenin-Stalin 
Central Committee. Now our Central Committee will be even stronger, even more monolithic, and under its 
leadership, our entire party. 


We, the members of the Central Committee, approve of the actions of the Presidium of the Central Committee. 


I would like to speak about the national question. As is known, Beria, in his hostile adventurist goals, acted under 
the banner of the alleged liquidation of the distortions of our party's national policy, but in reality this was a 
distortion of the Leninist-Stalinist national policy, unprecedented in the history of the Soviet state , a distortion 


calculated to undermine trust in the Russian people, to break the great friendship of the peoples of our country. 


I, for one, believe that this was a genuine act of sabotage on the part of Beria. Apparently, for the first time in the 
history of our multinational state, experienced party, and Soviet personnel, loyal to our party, are being removed 


from their posts simply because they are Russian. 


The head of the Mogilev regional department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Comrade Pochtenniy, has worked 
in Belarus almost all his life and has been working for the Cheka for at least 20 years . Beria was fired only because 


he was Russian. 


Beria, in one stroke, without the knowledge of the party organs, and in Belarus, without the knowledge of the 
Central Committee of Belarus, removed Russians and Ukrainians from leadership positions, starting with the 
Minister of Internal Affairs of Belarus, the entire leadership of the ministry and regional departments. Such a 


replacement was being prepared, including the district police officer. 
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a Here and further in N. Patolichev’s speech, the words highlighted in bold were crossed out from the uncorrected 


transcript in the process of its preparation for printing and distribution to party organizations. — Comp. 


b The words "Comrade Honorable" have been inserted. Here and further in N. Patolichev's speech, the footnotes 
on each page contain the text inserted into the uncorrected transcript during its preparation for printing and 


distribution to party organizations. — Comp. 

Beria caused enormous harm with his hostile actions in the national question. I think that the Presidium of the 
Central Committee will immediately correct all this, will give correct clear instructions to the party organizations 
in the national question based on the teachings of Lenin and Stalin. 

As for strengthening the Ministry of Internal Affairs and improving leadership on the part of party organs, it is 
necessary, from my point of view, to decisively eliminate the consequences of Beria’s hostile activity in the matter 


of personnel placement. 


It is necessary to restore to their former positions the personnel expelled by him, Beria, and thereby show that all 


this has nothing to do with the line of our party, with the activities of the Central Committee. 


Furthermore, since Beria expelled from the Cheka all party workers sent by the party to the organs to strengthen 


them, it is necessary to return these personnel and send additional party workers. 


Molotov a . All party cadres? 


Patolichev: Almost all that have been sent recently. 


Voice from the floor. There was a directive to expel. 


Molotov: You can't expel them all. Most of them are honest. 


Patolichev: Precisely honest ones. 


Beria contaminated the Chekist cadres with politically dubious people. He recruited them, picked them for a 


reason, he needed cutthroats. It is necessary to decisively purge the organs of these people. 


Next, I wanted to say, comrades, that there are many honest people working in the Cheka. They resisted Beria's 
actions, his actions to separate the organs from the party, as best they could. I can give many examples from 
Belarus, but there is no need. I will dwell on only a few. Things got to the point that one day the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, Comrade Baskakov, was in the office of the First Secretary of the Central Committee. Beria called 
him and said: "Where are you?" - "To the Central Committee, to the First Secretary." - "Go to your place, call." 


Comrade Baskakov reported with, that there was such a demand d, went, called e . An order was given to collect 
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national data from f Cheka organs, without reporting this to the Central Committee of Belarus. But Comrade 
Baskakov immediately reported to the Central Committee. He refused to write a note, then he was summoned to 
the Ministry in Moscow and forced to write, and then thrown out as an objectionable person. 

a Is it true that they were expelled? 

b picked up 

with me 

d he was told 

eto him 

f data on the national composition of party, soviet and 

I want to say, comrades, that Beria did not have and could not have support not only in the party, among the 
people, but also in the organs. This is what caused his actions to expel party workers, honest Chekist personnel 
from the organs and to pollute these organs with his own people, pleasing him. 

Comrades, I fully agree with the statements of the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee regarding 
the need to strengthen party work, strengthen the political education of communists and workers, and more 
successfully resolve a number of urgent economic tasks. We will draw the most necessary conclusions for 


ourselves from this. 


In conclusion, I want to say: The exposure of the enemy and adventurer Beria reminds us again and again how 


dear to us is the unity of the party ranks, the unity and cohesion of the leading core of our party. 
The Presidium of the Central Committee, thanks to its unity and solidarity, has done an invaluable job - it has 
saved the party and the state from great trouble. With such unity we are invincible. This unity must be protected 


like the apple of our eye. 


The present Plenum of the Central Committee demonstrates the unshakable unity and steadfastness of the 


Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee. 
Comrades, I consider it my party duty to declare that the party organization of Belarus, like our entire party, will 
actively support the actions of the Central Committee and will unite even more closely around our Leninist- 


Stalinist Central Committee. (Applause.) 


Khrushchev (chairman): Comrade Kirichenko has the floor, comrade Mikoyan must prepare. 


74 


Kirichenko: Comrades, the convincing report of Comrade Malenkov and the equally convincing speeches of 
Presidium members Comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Kaganovich about the anti-party, anti-state 
actions of Beria showed us how far this presumptuous adventurer and provocateur had gone. It must be said 
frankly that with his hostile conspiratorial actions, which have been reported here in detail, Beria was preparing 
the ground for himself to be a dictator in the party and the country. With his provocative sabotage actions, 


especially recently, he has caused enormous harm to our party and the Soviet state. 


Beria is the most vile traitor and betrayer of the interests of the party and the people. He acted like a Judas. 
Everyone still remembers his speech at the funeral rally on March 9 of this year 74 , where he called on the entire 
party, the entire Soviet people to unite. And he himself, immediately after the death of Comrade Stalin, raised his 
dirty hand against the unity of the party, against its Central Committee, went against the party. 


In connection with the exposure of Beria, I would like to dwell on some facts from Ukraine, which, it seems to me, 


complement the disgusting image of this vile provocateur. 


Immediately after Beria's appointment as Minister of Internal Affairs, he recommended a certain Meshik, a man 
with a very dubious past, as Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine. He is now under arrest, just like Beria. This 
Meshik began his work in Ukraine by indiscriminately expelling all leading Chekist personnel, and first of all, he 
expelled from the state security organs party workers, specially selected and approved by the Central Committee 
of the CPSU to strengthen the organs. Recently, Meshik demonstratively expelled from the ministry deputy 
ministers - former party workers, also sent there by the Central Committee, and almost all the heads of regional 
departments. Meshik said to the former deputy minister for personnel: "You do not know how to protect Chekist 
personnel, therefore you have no place in the organs of the MGB." When this deputy asked: "How can I 
understand from whom I should protect them?", he hesitated, quickly ended the conversation, and changed the 
subject. Old experienced Chekists, good communists were also expelled, including Strokach, now appointed 
Minister of Internal Affairs, who was expelled from Lvov. There was great haste. In the last few days, almost all 


heads of regional departments of the Ukrainian Ministry of Internal Affairs were replaced again within two hours. 


Instead of these honest communists who had given many years of their labor and life to selfless service to the 
party and the Soviet people, Meshik, with Beria's blessing, dragged people who did not inspire any confidence 
into the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Thus, he dug up a certain Milshtein somewhere and brought him to the 
Ukraine for the post of First Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs. 


Who is Mil'shtein? He used to work in Georgia for Beria as an assistant, head of the special sector of the Central 
Committee of Georgia. I will not characterize him for long, I will only say that Mil'shtein's father, mother, brother, 
and aunt live in New York, and another brother was convicted and executed for espionage. Meshik placed people 
from the Dynamo sports society, from various camps and other organizations that had nothing to do with the 
Cheka and party work in the apparatus of the Ministry. Meshik always emphasized: Lavrenty Pavlovich knows 
this person personally, he recommends this person, this is an order from Lavrenty Pavlovich, etc. All this, 
naturally, caused bewilderment and indignation among the communists of the party organization of Ukraine. 


The regional committees, the communists, the employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs had a legitimate 
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question: who gave Beria and Meshik the right to grossly violate the party principle of selecting personnel based 
on political and business qualities. After all, all the transfers in the bodies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
Ukraine, all the appointments of deputy ministers, heads of regional departments of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs were made without the knowledge of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine. It must 
be said that this has never happened in our party, personnel have always been the primary concern of the party. 
a Here and further in A. Kirichenko's speech, the words highlighted in bold were crossed out from the 
uncorrected transcript in the process of its preparation for printing and distribution to party organizations. - 


Comp. 


Beria and various Meshiks imagined that they could do everything, that they were allowed to do everything; they 
imagined that the Ministry of Internal Affairs was their fiefdom, and not a party organ. Meshik behaved like a 
nobleman, he wanted to become above the party organization of the republic, above the Central Committee of the 
Ukrainian party. In the image and likeness of Beria, he aimed to be a small dictator. Meshik tried to erect a wall 
between the party organization and the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, through which the party eye 
could not penetrate and see what and how was being done there. I will cite the following fact. In Stalino 75, 
employees of the district department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs carried out a provocation against the 
communist head of the city post office. They took one monetary document signed by this head, tore off the top of 
the filled-in part of this document, and on the lower part, where the signature is, printed the following 
provocation: "I, gaper such-and-such, sign everything that is slipped to me. I am helping spies and saboteurs, etc." 
And all this nonsense was published in the press. (He addresses the members of the Presidium and explains how 


this was done.) 


When this fact became known, the Central Committee of the CPSU and the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Ukraine made a decision and instructed the workers to investigate this matter. Meshik opposed this, he 
refused to say anything about how this happened, and even more so he refused to help the workers of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU and the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine to sort this matter out, 
and in response to my call he said that this was a purely operational, Chekist matter, clearly emphasizing that the 
party organs should not deal with this issue. We reported this fact to the Central Committee of the CPSU. 
However, only now has it become clear to me what Meshik was leading to, where the hostile line came from, 
aimed at separating the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs from the Party, in order to place the organs of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the Party. Literally that same day, Beria called me and asked how things 
were going and immediately said: You see, don’t engage in politicking in relation to the organs of the Ministry of 


Internal Affairs. 


To tell the truth, I didn't even understand what the matter was. 


Or this fact: Meshik sent a group of workers to the Stalin region with the task of checking how the settlers from 
the western regions of Ukraine were being accommodated. This check surprised the workers on the spot, since 
the party and Soviet organs were capable of sorting out this issue. At the Plenum of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Ukraine, which discussed the resolution of the Central Committee of the CPSU, Meshik made 


a cheeky, intimidating speech - know ours, they say. 
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Meshik's speech at the Plenum was met with great hostility by those present. He had also behaved very vilely at 
the recent party conference of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. True, he had been slapped on the wrist there, and 
the party organization had rejected all the proposals and other proposals had been put through. Meshik's behavior 
and Beria's statement about politicking had agitated us and made us wary. Then, after Beria's call, we exchanged 
opinions at the Central Committee bureau about Meshik's behavior . We had agreed, in connection with my trip 
to Moscow , to report to the Central Committee and to come to Beria personally and tell me about how Meshik 


was behaving. (Laughter.) Well, I would have told him. 


a The words ”Meshik declared” are inserted. Here and further in A. Kirichenko’s speech, the footnotes on each page contain 
the text inserted into the uncorrected transcript during its preparation for printing and distribution to party organizations. 
- Comp. 

Only now, after the report of Comrade Malenkov, the speeches of Comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, 
Kaganovich and other comrades, has it become clear why Beria so zealously protected the organs of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs from the Party organs. The adventurous activity of Beria and his other henchmen, like Meshik, 
was aimed at implanting the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs with people henchmen. Enemies of the 
Party and the people Beria and his henchmen like Meshik implanted in the organs of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, among other things, arrogance, and grandeur. It is difficult for an ordinary worker to get to the head of a 
department, the head of a directorate. It must be said, as the communist Chekists say, that this came from the 
Central Apparatus of the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


The employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs are breaking away from the party, from the people, and this 
leads to degeneration, to an attempt to place the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the party. Back 
in 1937 , the Central Committee of our party and the Council of People's Commissars then made a decision that 
prohibited investigative groups or departments in operational departments, that is, separating investigation from 
operational work 75 . With the arrival of Beria, all this was restored, when the same people were responsible for 


arrest and investigation. 


We must quickly root out this evil that is causing harm to the party and the people. 


I would also like to mention Beria's well-known note on the situation in the western regions of the Ukrainian SSR. 
Of course, there were shortcomings in the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine and the Council 
of Ministers in this matter, in the matter of leading the western regions, and there were many of them. But 
nevertheless, I would like to say that Beria compiled this note based only on data from Meshik and agents. Most 
of this material was obtained from agents without deep knowledge of the situation on the ground. The agents, as 
has now become known, were very dubious. We know these agents, for example, the "author", the "objective". We 
know these people, and they dictated what should be done and how it should be done. Moreover, they wrote a 
note to Meshik, Beria summoned them to him in order to give proposals on how to improve the situation after 
the decision of the Central Committee. They stated that it was necessary to return from some other countries 
people who had fled from Western Ukraine at one time. The note does not provide data on the number of killed 


Ukrainian bourgeois nationalists. It is unclear why he needed to make these figures public, everyone knows them 
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. But it did not say that about 30 thousand party workers, d bodies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, soldiers 
and officers of the Soviet Army, party-Soviet and collective farm activists died in Ukraine at the hands of 


nationalists, the worst enemies of the Ukrainian people. 


And he didn't count how many orphans were left either. In Beria's note, it is unclear why the following terms 


appear: "Western Ukrainian intelligentsia", "Western Ukrainian cadres", "Russians", "Russification", "Western 


Ukraine". 


and 1938 


b in the western regions 


cfrom now 


d workers 


And this is at a time when these words have long since fallen out of use in Ukraine. Ukrainian and other Soviet 
peoples are a single family, and there are no Western Ukrainians and Eastern Ukrainians in it, there are no such 


terms as Ukrainians, much less "Rusaki" and others. 


The Ukrainian people have always treated and treat the great Russian people with a feeling of deep love and 
respect. Beria dug up these words, for some reason they turned out to be necessary for him, and I must state here 
directly that these words are suitable for nationalists. They put us in a difficult position when we were preparing 
for the resolution of our Plenum of the Central Committee - we thought about what to do with these words, 


against which our entire people rebel. 


Local communists spoke at the plenary sessions of the Lvov and other regional party committees. We informed 
the Central Committee of the CPSU about this. Representatives of the local intelligentsia spoke with gratitude 
about the people who arrived from the eastern regions of Ukraine and other places in the Soviet Union. These 


people have carried out and are carrying out great work there to build a new Soviet life. 


By the way, almost none of those who arrived from the eastern regions have been fired from their jobs yet, except 


for the Chekists I reported on. 


Now I want to say something here about the orders for the republic. I got a call from one of the workers, I don’t 
remember his name, from the Council of Ministers. He called me with the following question: please tell me who 
was your most important figure on the cultural front in the past, besides Shevchenko. I named Franko, 
Kotsiubynsky, Lesya Ukrainka. Then he asks me: is there anyone greater than Shevchenko? (Laughter.) I say: no. 
He asks me again: do you have some Shevchenko? I answer: yes, we have Taras Grigorievich Shevchenko. (There 


is excitement and laughter in the hall.) I ask: what’s the matter? He answers: comrade Beria instructed me to find 
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out if you have a greater figure than Shevchenko? And I ask: why do you need this? He answers: he means to 


establish orders for the republic for the workers of the cultural front. (Animation in the hall, laughter.) 


and. the Soviet people 


p , these words, 


with and to us 


Comrades, the Presidium of the Central Committee of our party has shown exceptional political foresight in 
exposing the political adventurer and provocateur Beria. The hand of the Presidium of the Central Committee did 
not tremble. It acted decisively, faithfully, and quickly, as befits the Presidium of the Central Committee. The 
members of the Presidium of the Central Committee acted as loyal servants of our party and our people. We, the 
members of the Central Committee, see how the Presidium unanimously and harmoniously decided the issue, 
with what ruthlessness it cut off the hands of the sworn enemy who was trying to weaken the unity of our party. 
Therefore, such unanimity expressed here at the Plenum is understandable, and it is understandable that the 
decisions taken by the Presidium of the Central Committee and those taken by this Plenum will be unconditionally 


approved by our entire party, by our entire people. 


We, all members of the Central Committee, sincerely and ardently support the actions of the Presidium of the 


Central Committee, its correct and decisive measures. 


Comrades, once again the experience of building our Soviet state teaches us that those leaders and employees of 
the state security agencies who tried to place the MGB and the MVD above the party, to oppose them to the party, 
broke away from the party, inevitably suffered political bankruptcy, and fell onto an anti-party, hostile path, like 


all other dissenters and enemies of our party. 


For us, communists, only the party's cause is important; for us, it means more than the people who belong to it. 
We have decisively torn the scum out of the ranks of our party, and because of this our party will become even 
stronger, even more monolithic. 

Our Communist Party, as is well known, is the guiding and leading force of the Soviet state. The most important 
areas of communist construction are within its field of vision, all state, economic and other bodies operate under 
its daily control. Anyone who forgets this, who tries to escape the control and influence of the party, is committing 


an anti-party act, and he will be mercilessly swept away from our path. 


Comrades, in connection with the exposure of the enemy of the party and the people, Beria, the Presidium of the 
Central Committee made extremely important conclusions, which Comrade Malenkov reported here - these are 
about a radical restructuring and improvement of the work of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, about a decisive 
increase in vigilance among all workers, about cultivating high-quality party spirit and intransigence among 
communists, about the need to strengthen ideological and educational work among the masses, about work to 


further improve the material well-being of workers, in particular issues of agriculture. 
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My time limit is running out, I would like to dwell on only three questions on agriculture b . We have many 
shortcomings in industry and in other areas of work, Comrade Kaganovich spoke about this, but in agriculture 
we have many shortcomings that we can very quickly correct. For example, the issue of personnel has not been 
resolved for many years. I mean engineering and technical personnel. The state has provided first-class 
equipment, but we have almost no personnel. There is a problem with vegetables and potatoes. All this can be 


quickly corrected. Comrades spoke about this here. 


and in the party and 


Bb stop your attention only on agriculture. 


The implementation of all those measures outlined by the Presidium of the Central Committee will play a huge 
role in the further consolidation of our entire party, all workers around the Central Committee, around the 
government. Rolling up our sleeves, we must carry on the implementation of these measures with all our might, 


and this will be supported by all communists, all party members, all workers. 


Allow me to assure the Plenum of the Central Committee, the Presidium of the Central Committee, that the party 
organization of Ukraine will close its ranks even more closely around the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, will work tirelessly to solve these problems, as always, will be its faithful support, the 
vanguard in the struggle for the great cause of communism. The communists of Ukraine will hold high the banner 
of party spirit, will guard the unity of the party, the friendship of the peoples, the purity of their ranks like the 
apple of their eye. 


Khrushchev: Comrade Mikoyan has the floor. Comrade Shatalin, get ready. 


Mikoyan: Comrades, in the speeches of comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Kaganovich the 
entire state of affairs with Beria's criminal adventure is quite clearly outlined and documented, the political 
assessment is made and. the organizational and political conclusions that the party must draw from this sad but 


instructive event in our party are noted. 


I fully agree with what the comrades have said. I would like to add some additional considerations and a number 


of facts that confirm that what has been said is absolutely correct. 


From the day that Comrade Stalin fell ill and the doctors told us that he would not recover, the main concern for 
each of us was to preserve the iron unity of the party, for the unity of the party had already been ensured during 


Stalin’s lifetime. 
When the leadership of the state and the party was being formed, all of Stalin's students, who had worked under 
his leadership for many years, became responsible for the matter. And everyone understood that Stalin's 


leadership could only be replaced by collective leadership . At first, the work went smoothly and there were 
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obvious successes of our party and government in foreign policy. However, soon signals began to appear that 
Beria was taking measures to put pressure on everyone in our midst. We had known Beria's intriguing character 
before, but we saw it in such an unbridled form only after the death of Comrade Stalin, when he went too far, 


playing a criminal game, and finally played himself out. 


Many comrades will say how the members of the Central Committee, having known Beria for many years, were 
unable to neutralize the terrible man. This is not such a simple matter, it is not so easy to achieve. Firstly, not all 
the facts were known. The facts were known at different times. We must not forget that there was a great deal of 
clever work to disguise, to cover up his meaning and to interpret him in a completely different meaning. There 


were many facts in the shadow of which negative facts were hidden. 


It must be said honestly and truthfully that the Presidium of the Central Committee, first and foremost Comrades 
Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov and Bulganin, showed foresight and accomplished a feat by immediately 
finishing off this adventurer in one sitting. The Party will always be grateful to them for the feat they 


accomplished. 


I first met Beria in 1920 in Baku after the establishment of Soviet power. At that time, he was sent to Georgia by 
the Baku Party Committee as a courier to deliver a secret letter. I did not know him before that. After that, I did 
not meet him in Baku since I myself was transferred to the Nizhny Novgorod Regional Committee four months 


later. 


a From here on in A. Mikoyan's speech, the text that has been edited is underlined. - Comp. 


After that, Beria and I had the same relationship as with many other members of the Central Committee. Relations 
were uneven, sometimes good, and in the last two months they were bad, when he rejected several correct 


proposals I had made. 


In 1919, while in hiding, the Baku Bolshevik organization used two Azerbaijanis who were well-known socialists 
to maintain illegal communications with Astrakhan when Kirov was working there ... Their task, as well as that 
of the communists assigned to them , was to have complete information in order to check the illegal organization 
in Astrakhan. At that time, we transported kerosene and other things to and from Astrakhan. Then we transported 
gasoline in large quantities on boats. I had not previously allowed the possibility that Beria was sent as... but now 


I strongly doubt it. 


Having received such an accusation, such a blow at the Plenum of the Central Committee that he was working in 
bourgeois counterintelligence and was not sent by the party, as he claims, he did not consider it necessary to 
present documents confirming the truth, in order to remove such a stain from himself. He was scrupulous on such 
issues. In another case, he would never have missed such an opportunity. This means that he was not in the 
regional organization. Therefore, Comrade Khrushchev is absolutely right when he said: "Whether he was or was 


not sent by the party organization, this does not increase confidence when he is exposed in our eyes." Indeed, it 
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is unknown whether his work in counterintelligence was not a screen for carrying out orders not from the 


Communists, but from other masters. 


Malenkov : No one has confirmed that he was sent by the party organization? 


Mikoyan : Not a single person, and he never tried. He never spoke to me. Sergo asked me at that time, I told him 
. Comrade Stalin asked me, I told him the same thing, but he never tried to get a paper from Comrade Stalin, or 
Sergo, or at the Plenum of the Central Committee , or anywhere else, that he had been sent. Meanwhile, such a 


paper was necessary. 


Now that the whole matter has been exposed, this way of posing the question by Comrade Khrushchev is 


completely legitimate. 
Malenkov: Who could have sent it? 


Mikoyan: We sent two or three dozen. I sent the top guys there, and Sarkis assigned people to them, then Viktor... 
76 I was in the Soviet Union for four months, came to Baku with a report to the Central Committee and returned 


to Baku with the troops. 


Even before his arrival in Moscow, and especially when he was in Moscow, he managed to cleverly, by hook or 
by crook, gain the trust of Comrade Stalin. Even during Comrade Stalin's life, especially in his last years, when he 
could no longer do business, when he began to meet with people less, to receive information, at that time he 


cleverly got himself into the position of Comrade Stalin's chief informant. 


It must be said that Comrade Stalin had not trusted Beria lately. Beria was forced to admit that Stalin did not trust 
him, that the Mingrelian case was created in order to arrest Beria on this basis, that Stalin had not managed to 
achieve what he wanted. During the war, Comrade Stalin divided the Ministry of Internal Affairs and State 
Security. Also, it seems to me, out of some mistrust of him. There was no point in dividing the ministry. Then he 
was appointed to the Council of Ministers. This was also an external sign of mistrust. But despite this, Comrade 


Stalin trusted him very much. 


Beria's information was usually of an intriguing nature and served special purposes. He managed to carry out 
many difficult decisions, and it was known that if Beria was against this or that decision, it would fail. This is how 
he created authority for himself. He pretended to be a friend of one or another worker . We all saw this, but we 


did not attach such importance to it as it acquired after Comrade Stalin passed away. 


I first learned about his intrigues from Sergo. I remember talking to him a few days before his death. He was 
walking around very agitated. He asked me: "I don't understand why Comrade Stalin doesn't trust me. I am 
absolutely loyal to Comrade Stalin and don't want to fight him, I want to support him, but he doesn't trust me. 
Beria's intrigues play a big role here. Beria from Tbilisi gives Comrade Stalin incorrect information, and Stalin 


believes him." 


82 


In addition to intrigue and treachery inciting some against others, Beria's main weapon was duplicity. Some may 
say to us: why didn't you discover this scoundrel in time? I explain this matter to myself as follows: the trust he 
enjoyed with Comrade Stalin, his high position among the leadership caused great difficulties in recognizing 
everything in a short time without Stalin, bearing in mind the disunity between the members of the Presidium, 
which excluded the possibility of exchanging opinions, as is customary among the Bolsheviks, in order to give a 
full assessment of this or that fact. Sometimes you analyze some facts and think: maybe I am mistaken, since the 
opinion of other comrades is unknown. The main obstacle was that we wanted to preserve the unity of the 
collective. It was difficult to recognize him so quickly and to make such a decision in one sitting, an unprecedented 
decision in the history of our party . Knowing Beria's negative sides and condemning him, it was still difficult for 
me to agree to the arrest of a member of the Presidium of the Central Committee. However, during the discussion, 
Beria's full adventurist image became clear and the danger of a conspiratorial threat became obvious. This led to 


Beria's complete isolation and the adoption of a unanimous decision to arrest him. 


How did Beria's duplicity manifest itself? 


At first I said to him: why do you need the NKVD? And he answered: we need to restore the law, we can’t tolerate 
this situation in the country. We have a lot of people under arrest, they need to be released. The NKVD needs to 
be cut, the guards sent to Kolyma and one or two people left for security. These are the kinds of statements he 
made. And then, when it came to work, he began to do the opposite, he twisted things even more. When he spoke 
on Red Square over the grave of Comrade Stalin, after his speech I said: there is a place in your speech to guarantee 
every citizen the rights and freedoms provided for by the Constitution. In the speech of a simple orator this is not 
an empty phrase, but in the speech of the Minister of Internal Affairs it is a program of action, you must implement 
it. He answered me: I will implement it. And then he made a proposal to arrest people for ten years without trial 


or investigation. This kind of duplicity gradually began to be revealed. 


That he was a great scoundrel and falsifier is evident from the following: recently, a few days before this event, 
after a meeting in the Kremlin, several people were walking. Beria started a conversation, he sometimes liked to 


discuss how we live. And sometimes he indulges in frankness, and sometimes his frankness is careless on his part. 


The brochure written by Beria about Transcaucasia concerns the creation of the party by Comrade Stalin. No one 
can deny this. But he said such things that "when I wrote this brochure, there was a lot of falsification in it. For 
example, I attributed some articles, some facts to Comrade Stalin without proof and thought that he would like 
it." He really needed a springboard to jump from the regional scale to the top of our party. His brochure began 
to be studied in all circles. He received the aura of a theoretical worker and a loyal Stalinist. Hence the rest - all 
this helped him to gain Stalin's trust. You see, Beria is a good guy, he selected the material, he is working on 
himself, Comrade Stalin said. He understood that it is impossible to come to the leadership of the party without 
good revolutionary services to the party. He created all this according to a plan, specially developed for him to 


behave. He was a sly one. 
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Another issue is duplicity. In the early days, he advocated a cult of personality. We understood that there had 
been excesses in this matter during Comrade Stalin's lifetime. Comrade Stalin harshly criticized us. Comrade 
Stalin said that the cult around me was being created by the Socialist Revolutionaries. We could not correct this 
matter then, and it went on like that. We need to approach personality in a Marxist way. But Beria advocated it. 
It turned out that he wanted to undermine the cult of Comrade Stalin and create his own cult. (Laughter.) But this 
must be done in a collective leadership. This soon became apparent when his report was attached to the Central 
Committee's decision on the western regions of Ukraine and Lithuania. Moreover, the Central Committee's 
decision was not signed by the members of the Presidium, not a single name is mentioned there , but only the 
name of Minister Beria, where all the guidelines are given in the report. The decision had to be worked out with 
only the name of Beria. This was duplicity. In order to maintain the cult of his own personality, he sought to 


ensure that the departmental ministry he led, even when these interests were wrong, was defended to the end. 


Here is one example of how external difficulties were created from these departmental considerations. When it 
was necessary to sign an agreement on trade deliveries with Czechoslovakia for 1953, negotiations lasted for six 
months. The ministry that I head came up with a decision to provide somewhat smaller deliveries, to 
accommodate the Czechs, who said that they could not fulfill the agreement that was signed several years ago. 
We had a long-term agreement on deliveries. True, perhaps the deliveries could have gone somewhat better, but 
that is not the point. And Beria went crazy when he somehow found out about this long-term agreement. The 
long-term agreement provided for the delivery of 800 pieces of oil diesel engines with 500 horsepower each, that 
is, 400 thousand horsepower for an oil rig. This is a crazy figure. Once, comrades mistakenly included this quantity 
in the application. The ministry checked and found out that the oilmen did not need that much, that they only 
needed 400. Our ministry. Gosplan together with the oilmen included 400 units . He then says that the multi-year 
agreement provides for 800, and Mikoyan offers 400. On what basis is such a breakdown, such a concession to the 


Czechs, and so on. And after that, the twist began, they negotiated with the Czechs for two months. 


The same with oil equipment. They don't need so much, the Czechs can't master it. This is a new, difficult task for 
them now, they don't own factories yet, they have a lot of bastards at their factories, and only when he was 
arrested, the Presidium approved, tomorrow we will sign the agreement for 1953 77 . This is already in the second 
half of the year, instead of doing it at the beginning of the year or signing it on the eve of the year. Of course, the 
Czechs are thinking about how to build relations between us, how easy it is to do business with the Russians 


when disputes have been going on for six months. 


Or another question. The Presidium of the Council of Ministers discussed the question of India. The Indians are 
playing between us and the Americans. They asked us, Russians, to give them some grain, about 300 thousand 
tons, and in exchange they would give them their goods. The Presidium of the Central Committee said that it 
would be good not to refuse the Indians, in order to reduce the influence of the Americans and knock the ground 
out of the hands of those enemies of the Soviet people who exist in India. They instructed Molotov and me to 
draw up such a project. We prepared it. We found grain from export resources, by canceling sales to other 
capitalist countries, in order to sell this grain to the Indians, having in mind a politically more advantageous deal. 
We made a proposal. He says that we cannot accept it, it is unknown where this grain comes from. I say that it 


has been calculated that it is within the limits of the Export Fund. And he says that maybe then exports should be 
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reduced, who checked the balance? I answer him that it is within the export limits, there is no overspending. Then 
he says that a commission must be created, and the question of India was removed, and Benediktov, the new 
ambassador, he sat and waited. And only when Beria was arrested, we managed to pass this decision 78 , which 


was introduced by Molotov and me, because it was correct. 


Further. Beria, having completely lost his temper, apparently decided that he had everything in the country under 
his control. Lately he has been busy with the people's democracies. You read the report that his sycophants and 


agents were constantly saying that he would take everything into his hands. 


We have three bodies cooperating between us and the countries of people's democracy - these are the Economic 
Council, the Military Organizational Committee, and the Secretariat of the Cominform 79 . Comrade Stalin took 
a very active part in the formation of these bodies at first , but in the last two years he has ceased to be interested 
in them. And representatives of the responsible organizations did not even gather and, of course, they worked 
poorly there. Iam personally responsible for the Economic Council. Of course, part of it depends on me, but the 


greater part does not depend on me. 


He did it cleverly. He criticized, the criticism was fair, and it was hard for me to protest. He, having taken the 
springboard of criticism of activity, drew a conclusion from this - to close all these organizations, create them on 
a new level, and he himself presented a long resolution 80 . Why himself, it is not clear, why does he know 
economic issues, military-organizational matters better than we do? He himself introduced the resolution, instead 


of assigning it to one of us. 


Now the economic policy of all the countries of the people's democracy is being assessed, castigated as incorrect, 
and all countries are being held to the same standard, and a line is being given for further behavior, a 
recommendation is being made, and it is proposed to convene a meeting. A lot has been written. I have read it, I 
understand the meaning: to take it into one's own hands: and it is difficult to reject criticism. Malenkov calls me 
and says: "Have you read it?” I say that it is written in such a way that it is difficult to make major amendments. 
And you, he says, understand, you cannot cut all countries to the same standard : what is in Hungary, is not in 


Bulgaria. 


Indeed, there was much that was wrong, and the document did not go through. And this is an example of how 
he wanted to get his hands on international and military affairs. He sacrificed both minor and major political 


issues to his dark plans, cleverly upsetting the ranks of our leadership and disorganizing its work. 


Here are some more examples. By the spring of last year, we had already developed a meat supply crisis, to put 
it bluntly, an acute shortage of meat and animal fat. Comrade Stalin was told that we did not have enough meat. 
He said: why not enough? I answered that livestock farming was bad, we were not procuring enough , but 
demand was growing. He did not agree, he said that this was wrong. I thought it was right, but he was dissatisfied. 
And then he himself decided that it was impossible not to pay attention to this. Besides, what happened last year: 
we see that there is no meat, maybe we should give it to Moscow, Leningrad, Donbass, and put pressure on others. 


Comrade Stalin was right to criticize us. We had no choice. 
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This year we have accumulated meat reserves, pressed for procurement, and came out at the beginning of this 
year with reserves almost twice as large as last year. In the first half of the year we sold as much meat as in the 
whole of 1940 from centralized resources. However, we sell meat only in Moscow, Leningrad, with difficulty in 


Donbass and the Urals, and in other places with interruptions. 


Kaganovich: In the Urals, not by half, but by a quarter. 
Mikoyan: Moreover, since 1948, meat prices have been reduced as follows: if 1948 is considered as 100, then now 


it is 42, that is, more than twice. 


Resources have not increased, and when prices for all goods fall, the economy is determined not by bread, but by 
the purchase of meat. The value of demand is growing faster than normal demand. The collective farm market is 
not growing, the collective farmers buy meat and milk from us. Crop rotation has been established, but we cannot 
resolve the largest issue, such as meat, potatoes, vegetables. Comrade Stalin sensed that something was wrong. 
In November, the Minister of Agriculture Benediktov reported on the state of affairs 81 . Benediktov reported 
formally. It turned out that the collective farmers are enemies of property, they do nothing. Comrade Stalin could 
brilliantly draw a conclusion from several facts. He said that if the collective farmers do not look after the cattle 
well, it means that they are not interested in public livestock farming, which means that it is necessary to create 
economically conscious collective farms for the development of livestock farming. And they decided to organize 
a commission of the Presidium of the Central Committee on livestock farming, headed by Khrushchev. I was a 
member of this commission. We worked conscientiously for two months , the question was about raising prices. 
I say: you can't raise prices as you want, it's obvious absurdity. The prices are as follows: the average price for 


meat is 25 kopecks. 
Malenkov: Was this under Comrade Stalin? 
Mikoyan: Yes. 


Or take kerosene as an example. Peasants know how to think, people learn economics, they are forced to study it, 
they study Marxism-Leninism. Kerosene cost 10 kopecks in 1930, after repeated reductions - 1 ruble 50 kopecks. 
Previously, to buy 1 liter of kerosene, a peasant sold half a kilogram of livestock, and now four kilograms of cattle. 
In order to light himself with kerosene, he must give the same amount of cattle, and meat, matches - twice as 
expensive as before the war. After all, where they know how to truly care, they raise it to a huge level. Cotton has 
been raised, tea has been raised. I am convinced that flax will be raised. Why can't they solve such a problem and 
raise it, like livestock farming? They made a proposal. Khrushchev and I were of the same opinion that the pricing 
policy is a pressing issue. There were two options to choose from - whichever comrade Stalin wants to accept, that 
will be it. The average price of cattle is 90 kopecks and 70 kopecks, or one or the other, let him decide for himself. 
He said: I accept the third option - 60 or 50 kopecks, in this form. Before we could finish the question, Comrade 
Stalin came to the meeting. It would seem that four months had passed, the draft was ready, it could have been 
adopted, but it still hasn't been adopted. I raised the question in the Presidium several times. Khrushchev said - 


let's discuss the issue of livestock farming, and we almost dragged it out until April. 
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Khrushchev: Unfortunately, when there was a third option, he immediately made a proposal to increase the tax 
on collective farms and collective farmers, to raise the tax to 40 billion, and the total income is calculated at 42 


billion. 

Mikoyan. The current tax of 15 billion should be increased to 40 billion. 

Khrushchev: No, increase the tax by another 40 billion. You know , I don’t know what that is. 
Mikoyan: It was already impossible. At that time, we ourselves were in no hurry with this project. 
Khrushchev: What was the hurry? It could have caused an uprising. 


Mikoyan. After this, it would seem that it would be worth accepting such a project, and Beria himself would be 
indignant. It is clear to everyone that if we accept Comrade Stalin's proposal about the tax, it will mean raising a 
rebellion . These were his words, and as soon as Stalin was gone, we could not decide anything, but we could 
decide . About vegetables and potatoes . Back in 1950, there were enough vegetables and potatoes, and during the 
war it was not bad, but they trampled on this matter, they proposed three or four kopecks per kilogram of 
potatoes. If they prepare construction sand on the river, dig it up, deliver it, then it will cost more than planting, 
growing, digging up and delivering potatoes. What are we doing? Every year, Moscow institutions send 
employees who are paid a thousand rubles to dig potatoes. This is at the expense of the institutions, and the 
collective farmers watch, laugh a little , sell milk. Instead of getting the collective farmers interested, they send 
employees and skilled workers. The collective farmers need to grow potatoes, and the employees and workers 
need to do their own thing. After all, itis impossible to allow a skilled worker to dig kaotoshka while the collective 


farmer works in the city. 

Khrushchev: How much more time do you need? You've been talking for 50 minutes already. 

Mikoyan: Another 10 minutes. I'll cut back. 

In total, 300 million were needed, prices for potatoes had to be raised, about 3 billion had to be added for meat. 
We had money, expenses were high, it was possible to reduce it, for example, at the expense of the Turkmen Canal. 
All this was thwarted. 

Therefore, Comrade Khrushchev correctly explains why this was done: in order to undermine the authority of 
the leadership, he decided to disrupt these events. The new Minister of Agriculture, Comrade Kozlov, was in a 
miserable position. No matter what project he came up with, Beria attacked. Kozlov could not carry out any 


project until he agreed and brought what he himself considered wrong. 


Finally, the next question. Comrade Stalin in his work "Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR" said that 


objective economic laws cannot be ignored, but we trampled on these laws in the area of meat, milk, and potatoes. 
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The political adventurer turned out to be an adventurer in economic policy as well. In order to disorganize the 
leadership and defeat the members of the Presidium, he cleverly maneuvered to get the necessary proposals 
rejected. For example, he failed to fulfill the supply plan for the second quarter under the guise of protecting 
reserves. I apologize, Comrade Khrushchev, but I know that all the comrades had complaints about me as a 
minister, so I must say something else. Comrade Malenkov said that in the second quarter the living conditions 


of the population should be improved. 


There was a threat that we would reduce in the second quarter compared to the first quarter. Comrade Malenkov 
tells me: make sure that we do not reduce. We began to look for opportunities, gave a project to borrow ten percent 
of animal oil from state reserves, bearing in mind that with the increase in procurement this expense would be 
covered. It was necessary to immediately adopt a supply plan. But Beria rejected it, saying: this cannot be done. 


And only after his arrest was this plan approved and sent to the regions on the 30th. 


It was such a disruptor, especially recently, that it was absolutely impossible to work calmly. That is why the 
decision taken not only does not weaken us, but opens up the opportunity to work creatively on the further rise 


and strengthening of our country. 


Malenkov. The devil is not as black as he is painted. 


Mikoyan. And how pathetic he looked at the Presidium! 


I often consult with Comrade Malenkov about my business. And so, speaking about increasing commodity funds, 
I ask him to support me in increasing the commodity funds for the market by 20 billion against the annual plan. 
The government supported me 82 . Seeing such support, I got down to work with my sleeves rolled up. Comrade 
Malenkov asks me what industrial goods the country lacks. 1 answer him: the main thing is that there are not 
enough good fabrics for men's and women's suits, there are not enough good shirts, and we'll manage with the 
rest. They began to put pressure on Comrade Kosygin to find the means to increase the output of good fabrics. I 
suggested: there is free currency, there are some resources in our country, and we need to buy 2-3 million worth 
of good fabrics for suits in China, bring them in right away, and then we will dress our intelligentsia and workers 


in good clothes. Such an event would be without harm to our economy. 


Or take the herring catch. Our catch is twice as big, but there is less herring on sale than under the tsar. Under 
the tsar, 280 thousand were imported instead of bread. We press and press, but the fishing industry does not give 


more. 


Khrushchev: It may seem that we really sat and trembled before him. There were many cases when we gave him 


a good punch in the teeth and made decisions. But it seems that we sat and looked at him. 
Mikoyan: I want to say how he disrupted things where it was clear to everyone that it was harmful to the state, so 
that if we threw him out of our midst, it would only strengthen our party and give us the opportunity to work 


well. He did not allow good decisions to be made, and when good decisions were made, he tried to implement 
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them in such a way that instead of benefiting, they would cause harm. For example, our national policy is intended 
to eliminate certain excesses and distortions in practice. But the matter turned against the Russian nation, which 
creates national equality, which ensures national equality. This matter turned against our party. It is clear that 
only an enemy could do this: to liquidate the national policy, to use it in his own interests, to raise the peoples of 


the young Soviet republics like Lithuania, Western Ukraine, Latvia, and others against the Russians. 


From this it is clear, comrades, that having cleansed ourselves of this degenerate, this provocateur, we have 
become stronger. Now there are no obstacles in the work of our Central Committee. From this we must draw a 
conclusion not only for the Central Committee, but also for the local organizations and the entire party. This is 
not the only case for the party, there have been other cases. Therefore, as Comrade Khrushchev said, we must put 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs in its place. But this is not enough. We must put Bolshevik integrity at the forefront 
of the entire party , the work of the Central Committee and local party organizations. Intra-party democracy, the 
collective leadership of both the Central Committee and local organizations, the revitalization of local bodies, the 
question of intra-party democracy must raise here not only criticism and self-criticism, but also the responsibility 
of the Central Committee members to the Central Committee of the party, and of the member of the regional 


committee bureau to the regional party committee. 


We have no direct data on whether he was a spy or whether he received assignments from foreign states , but the 


main thing is that he carried out the instructions of capitalist states and their agents. 


The Central Committee of the Party, having cleansed itself of this scum, having become stronger in the 
organizational sphere, will become even more monolithic and will achieve new successes both in domestic and 
foreign policy, while fulfilling the instructions of Comrade Stalin on strengthening international ties with fraternal 


countries and parties. (Applause.) 

Khrushchev. Comrade Shatalin has the floor. Comrade Mikhailov (Moscow) should prepare. 

Shatalin: Comrades, the essence of the question in the report of Comrade Malenkov and in the speeches of the 
members of the Presidium is set out with the utmost clarity and thoroughly proven. I must say that as soon as I 
learned about what happened, I apologized for my expansiveness, I simply jumped for joy. And this is not 
accidental. And as I observed the secretaries of the regional committees, they were no less happy about this 
circumstance, this happy circumstance. 


Voices. Correct. 


Shatalin: Why did this happen and why did we respond to it in this way? Why did we react in such a Bolshevik 


way? 


The point is that Beria's non-partisanship, his desire to oppose himself to the Central Committee, could be 


observed, so to speak , from afar. I mean comrades who were not closely connected with him in their work . 
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How did this manifest itself, how was it expressed, how could we observe these symptoms? 


First of all, if we take the secretaries of the regional party committees, then few of them, the secretaries of the 
regional committees, the secretaries of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Union Republics, 


have not experienced the arrogant, self-confident impudence and insolence of this scoundrel. 


Voices. Everything is correct. 


Shatalin. We in the Central Committee apparatus also felt a clear abnormality in relation to the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, especially in the work with personnel. Beria has recently become so brazen that he has begun to clearly 
bypass at least the apparatus of the Central Committee. Under the banner he is a member of the Presidium and it 
can be implied that he approves of everything. He .... in the most genuine way on such people. In many cases, he 
appointed and dismissed people without permission from the Central Committee. I - please understand me 


correctly, without any ulterior motives - tried to grumble. 


Khrushchev. He was. 


Shatalin: I expressed dissatisfaction . Nikita Sergeyevich told me that in business conditions this dissatisfaction 
would be a wave of the hand, leaving it in the air (laughter), and he told me to follow the swing with a fist and a 
slap on the table. Restraint, comrade, that's how it was said. I must admit that at that time I didn't quite understand 
this whole story (laughter) and wasn't quite happy. But when these words were later confirmed by deeds, I, like 


all of us , feel that the real and genuine Bolshevik word and deeds do not diverge. 


It is now completely clear that Beria, for criminal careerist purposes, went to any lengths. I have no need to repeat 
myself now, it would be completely wrong, I just want to emphasize once again that he cleverly, hiding behind 
Lenin-Stalin positions both on the national question and on other issues, ultimately harmed us very decently and 
decided every matter and every question exclusively from the point of view of his own person, from the point of 


view of his personality. 


Indeed, take the case of the doctors. I think there is even a general opinion that the right decision was ultimately 
made, but why was a communiqué from the Ministry of Internal Affairs needed, why was it necessary to sway 
this issue in our press, etc. The fact that the doctors were arrested incorrectly, as has now become clear, was known 
in advance, that this was done incorrectly. It had to be corrected, but it had to be corrected so that it would not be 
to the detriment of our state, not to the detriment of the interests of our state. Why was it necessary to publish 
this? This was done in order to elevate oneself - that is what kind of a contender he is. And all the other issues that 


were discussed here. 


Ina few words I would like to dwell on the issue that characterizes the obvious non-party spirit, the hostile activity 
of Beria in terms of his attitude toward party organizations. Take the Georgian party organization. Would a real 
party man, a Bolshevik from among our leaders, ever allow himself, being from a Georgian party organization, 


to treat a Georgian organization in this way? Iam more than convinced, as are all of you, that no one would allow 
8 8 y y 
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themselves to do this. Is this the way it is done with us: with us, decent people, it is the opposite - to leave it to 
the organization itself to resolve issues as objectively as possible, that is, usually not only or not so much to bypass, 


in any case, they have a normal attitude toward this organization. What did Beria do? 


Beria, in fact, tore the Georgian party organization away from the Central Committee of the party. Beria 
exclusively dealt with the Georgian party organization single-handedly. Beria selected the personnel himself and 
so on, that is, this characterizes him as an anti-party person, as a person who created all sorts of opportunities for 


himself just in case. 


Take Beria's behavior recently: an obvious attempt to find a certain foothold among the secretaries of our regional 
party committees. Fortunately, our regional committee secretaries are not such eccentrics; he could not and did 


not succeed in doing this . 


Here Vyacheslav Mikhailovich said that after everything that had happened, we, they say , washed our hands 
with satisfaction from the dirt, from the filth that had stuck to our core during this time. But here he had in mind 


the political side of the issue. 


Molotov: Both. 


Shatalin: In any case, the political side of the issue was discussed. I consider it necessary to acquaint the members 


of the Plenum with the facts that characterize Beria's moral character. 


The Presidium of the Central Committee instructed me to find documents related to the activities of the former 
First Main Directorate in Beria's office in the Council of Ministers. While carrying out this task, looking through 
the contents of safes and other places where documents might be stored, we came across things and objects 
unusual for office spaces. Along with the documents, we discovered large quantities of all sorts of, what can I call 
it , attributes of women's attire. Here are brief excerpts from the inventory that I want to make public. Let me 
remind you and repeat that this is in the office in the Council of Ministers, here: women's tracksuits, women's 
blouses, women's stockings of foreign brands - 11 pairs, women's silk slips - 11 pairs, women's silk tights - 7 pairs, 
lengths for women's dresses - 5 lengths, women's silk kerchiefs, handkerchiefs of foreign brands, children's silk 
slips, some more children's things, etc., a whole list. I think that what I have published is already enough . We 
have found numerous letters from women of the most intimate, I would say, vulgar content. We have also found 
a large number of items of a debauched man. These things speak for themselves, and, as they say, no comment is 


required. 


However, to make this side of the case more convincing, I will read the testimony of a certain Sarkisov, who 


worked in Beria's security for 18 years. He was most recently, the head of security. 
Here is what this same Sarkisov testified: “I know of Beria’s numerous connections with all sorts of random 
women. I know that through a certain citizen S. (allow me not to mention her last name) Beria was acquainted ( 


the last name is stated in the testimony ) with S.’s girlfriend, whose last name I do not remember. She worked at 
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the House of Models, and later [heard from Abakumov that this friend S. was the wife of a military attaché. Later, 
while in Beria’s office, I heard Beria calling Abakumov on the phone and asking why this woman had not been 


put in jail yet. That is, he lived first, and then asked why they had not put her in jail? 


In addition, I know that Beria cohabited with a student of the Institute of Foreign Languages, Maya. Later, she 
became pregnant by Beria, and had an abortion. Beria also cohabited with an 18-20-year-old girl, Lyalya. Beria 
gave birth to a child with whom she lived at the dacha . 

While in Tbilisi, Beria cohabited with citizen M., after cohabiting with Beria, M. had a child... 


I also know that Beria cohabited with a certain Sophia, phone such-and-such, lives at such-and-such person, house 
such-and-such. At Beria's suggestion, she had an abortion in the medical unit. I repeat that Beria had many such 


relationships. 


On Beria's orders, I started a whole list of women with whom he cohabited. (Laughter in the hall.) I subsequently 
destroyed this list. However, one list has been preserved, this list contains the names and phone numbers of 25- 


27 such women. This list is in my jacket pocket at my apartment. 


A year or a year and a half ago I learned for sure about Beria's connections with prostitutes ( that's what he writes 
). He suffered from syphilis, he was treated by a doctor from the Ministry of Internal Affairs clinic, such, and such. 


Signature - Sarkisov ." 


Here, comrades, is the true face of this pretender, so to speak, to the leadership of the Soviet people. And this 
dirty little dog dared to compete with our party, with our Central Committee. This very dirty man tried to sow 
discord in the ranks of our Presidium, in the ranks of the Central Committee of our party, to sow distrust, that is, 
to violate the very thing that makes our party strong - unity. But this man did not succeed and no one will succeed 
in doing this. At a time when our Central Committee, when our entire people, our entire party, the Presidium of 
our Central Committee are united as never before, no one will succeed in violating this unity. No one will succeed 


in preventing us from building or fulfilling the plans that Comrade Lenin and Comrade Stalin bequeathed to us. 


I, comrades, believe, and all of us together, apparently, believe, that with the help of the members of the Central 
Committee, our Central Committee and the Presidium of the Central Committee, having cleansed themselves of 
filth, having driven this provocateur and adventurer from their ranks, I would say, having freed themselves from 
him, now having no obstacles, will all go forward together even more united, even more confident, and will fulfill 


those behests that were given to us by Comrade Lenin and Comrade Stalin. (Applause.) 


Khrushchev: Comrades, there is a proposal to declare a break. No objections? No. A break of 15 minutes is 


declared. 


Khrushchev. Let us continue the work of our Plenum. Comrade Mikhailov has the floor. Comrade Mirtskhulava, 


Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia, must prepare. 
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Mikhailov. Comrade Malenkov's report clearly and sharply sets out the whole essence of the question of the vile, 
provocative activity of the enemy of the party and the Soviet people, Beria. Comrade Malenkov's report also sets 


out the most important tasks of our party work. 


This scoundrel has lost his human form. What we have just heard characterizes him as a man who has neither 


honor nor conscience, who has nothing sacred. 


a Here and further in N. Mikhailov’s speech, the words highlighted in bold were crossed out from the uncorrected transcript. 
— Comp. 


The words "Scoundrel Beria” have been inserted. Here and further in N. Mikhailov's speech, the footnotes on each page 
contain the text inserted into the uncorrected transcript during its preparation for printing and distribution to party 
organizations. — Comp. 


Beria, as an enemy and provocateur, used many methods to seize the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
and use it for his dirty and vile purposes. Beria planted vile people alien to Soviet power in the work of the Cheka 
and destroyed workers loyal to the Central Committee of the Party and the Soviet government. 

Last year, on the initiative of the Central Committee of the Party, Comrade Stalin, a group of party workers was 
sent to the Ministry of Internal Affairs 83 . The Central Committee of our Party was engaged in their selection. 
The best and most honest comrades were sent from the Moscow Party Organization to the Chekist apparatus. 
What happened next? Beria began his work in the Ministry by creating unbearable conditions for party workers. 
Only the intervention of the Central Committee of the Party prevented Beria from dealing with some comrades, 
slandering, and defaming them. In the Ministry of Internal Affairs, where honest communists who had been 
kicked out of the walls of the Ministry of Internal Affairs turned, they were met with slander and lies spread by 
Beria's agents. When these communists turned to Beria as Minister with a request to find out who had created an 
atmosphere of mistrust and suspicion around them, why they were not given the opportunity to get a job, the 


enemy feigned surprise, but in fact continued to persecute honest communists. 


Instead of honest people trusted by the party, Beria took into his service people like Dekanozov, who was kicked 
out of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a morally dirty and corrupt person; people like Sharia, who has already 


been mentioned here; people like Kobulov. 


But Beria could not seize the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs into his own hands, because there were 


many honest communists there . There could only be a few who served him. 


The fact that Beria wanted to place the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the party in order to escape control from 
party organizations can be judged by many facts. I will refer to the following fact from the life of the Moscow 
party organization. Beria sent workers to the Moscow Region Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, not 


considering it necessary to consult in any way with party organs, with the Moscow Party Committee. 
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During the reorganization, conferences must be held in all ministries and party committees must be elected. The 
only exception so far is the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Despite the repeated raising of the issue of the need to 
convene a conference, Beria thwarted this matter. For almost three months, the secretary of the party committee 
could not get to Beria to resolve issues of party work. This again reflected the disdain of this provocateur, an agent 


of foreign intelligence services, for our party organization. 


ah, the majority of people there are honest communists. 


We cannot name a case when the issues of the management of the Ministry of Internal Affairs were considered by 
the Moscow Committee of the Party without opposition from Beria. I will refer to the following fact: guided by 
the directives of the Central Committee of the Party, the Moscow Committee of the Party wanted to get more 
closely involved in the work of the bodies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. What came of it? The Moscow 
Committee appointed a meeting on issues concerning the shortcomings of the work of the Moscow Directorate. 
Immediately there followed a call from the Ministry that this could not be dealt with, that there was no point in 
digging into the shortcomings. 


Then the Moscow City Party Committee intended to examine the issues of shortcomings in the work of the 
Moscow City Police Department. And again there was dissatisfaction on this matter and again a demand to soften 


the criticism, etc. 


The Moscow Regional Party Committee had in mind and checked some of the MVD departments of the region's 
districts. But there was dissatisfaction with this too, and the fact that the Moscow Party Organization could now 
not deal with the issues of the MVD's work. But we have dealt with these issues and will deal with them - only 
we will deal with them many times more. The Plenum of the Central Party Committee teaches us this, the 
leadership of our party teaches us this. 

The anti-party, essentially anti-Soviet morals that Beria instilled cannot be tolerated. He tried to turn the apparatus 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs into a weapon of struggle against the party, against the Soviet government. But 


he miscalculated, he would never have succeeded. He was caught and exposed. 


Comrade Malenkov's report, the speeches of comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Kaganovich, and other 
participants of the Plenum showed us the face of this scoundrel without a mask. By exposing Beria, a great danger 
has been eliminated. The exposure of Beria as a provocateur, as an enemy of the Soviet people, who is 
undoubtedly an agent of foreign intelligence services, is a major victory for the Lenin-Stalin Central Committee, 
an indicator of the wisdom, strength, and determination of our Central Committee and the Soviet government. 


(Applause.) 


We are happy that we have such a wonderful Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee of the Party. With it, you can 


overcome any difficulty, with it, you can solve all the difficulties with it. 


Comrade Malenkov's report presents facts of Beria's subversive activity against the party. The party is the 


vanguard of the people, its dependable leader. Acting against the party, trying to split its unity, Beria, blinded by 
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malice, anti-popular sentiments d , wanted to take matters in a different direction. If he had not been exposed, he 
could have brought a lot of trouble to the party and the people. It was not for nothing that he started a 


correspondence with Tito. It was a far-reaching plan. 


From this we can see what a victory our Central Committee has achieved. We all unanimously approve of the 
firmness and determination shown by the leadership of our party and the Soviet state. There is no doubt that such 


actions will be supported by the entire Soviet people, all our friends abroad. 


a city 

pb Statement that 

c with difficult questions 
d adventurism 

e in total 


Comrade Malenkov quite correctly raised the question of the tasks of further comprehensive improvement of our 
party work, our ideological work. In this matter we really have many serious shortcomings, and we have a great 
deal to do in this regard. But we will certainly cope with this matter under the leadership and with the help of 


our Central Committee of the Party. 


Comrades, the Plenum is for us an exceptionally high school of education, the development of deep ideological 
commitment, integrity, and sharpness. The Plenum shows again with what Leninist-Stalinist ruthlessness we 
must treat the enemies of the people, how we must serve our Soviet Motherland, our Soviet people. The Plenum 


acts in the spirit of the precepts of Lenin-Stalin. The ideas of our great leaders Lenin-Stalin dominate our Plenum. 


The exposure of Beria's anti-Soviet, anti-Party actions is a lesson for us. American and other imperialists will 
continue to try to send their agents to us, will try to harm and do us harm. We are required to be highly vigilant. 
We must educate all communists in this spirit. We must remind all communists again and again of the need to 


maintain high revolutionary vigilance. 


We must also vigilantly guard the unity of our party ranks and give a crushing, most merciless rebuff to even the 
slightest attempt by enemy elements to undermine this unity. The party is everything to us. 

The unity of our party ranks is a guarantee of our success, a pledge that we will be able to cope with any tasks 
and overcome any difficulties. We must all unite even more closely around the Leninist-Stalinist Presidium of our 


glorious Communist Party. 


Comrades, the Moscow Party Organization will fully and completely approve the decisions of the Plenum of the 


Central Committee, which are of great importance for the Party and the entire Soviet people. The Communists of 


95 


the Moscow Party Organization will devote all their strength and energy to the successful implementation of the 


instructions of the Plenum of the Central Committee. 


Comrades, the Moscow Party Organization has always been, is and will be loyal to our Central Committee of the 


Party and is ready to carry out any of its orders and tasks. 


The communists and all workers of Moscow and the Moscow region will unite even more closely around our 


Central Committee of the Communist Party, around the Soviet government. 


Let all the enemies, all the miserable renegades and traitors to the Motherland, all these Beria’s and other agents 
of imperialist intelligence services know that there will be no mercy for them, that the punishing hand of the 
Soviet people will find them and deal with them, that there is not and will not be a force capable of shaking the 
Stalinist unity of our Communist Party, headed by our Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee, headed by the 
Presidium of our Party. We will firmly and unwaveringly follow the path indicated by Lenin and Stalin. 


(Applause.) 
Khrushchev: Comrade Mirtskhulava has the floor. Comrade Zavenyagin, get ready. 


Mirtskhulava: Comrades, Comrade Malenkov has given the Plenum of the Central Committee a detailed account 
of Beria's hostile actions. There is no doubt that we are dealing with a notorious provocateur who intended to 


disrupt the Leninist-Stalinist unity and cohesion in the leadership of our Bolshevik Party. 


The deceiver and provocateur of the party Beria was caught and exposed by the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union for the crimes he had committed. The resolution adopted 
by the Presidium of the Central Committee to remove Beria from his posts, to expel him from the ranks of the 
party and to arrest him is the only correct measure, because criminals and scoundrels like Beria have no right to 


breathe our clean Soviet air. 


Comrades, I would like to dwell on some issues concerning the work of the Georgian Party Organization, since, 


as everyone present here knows, Beria exercised harmful patronage over the Georgian Party Organization. 


While discussing in party organizations the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union of April 10, 1953 on violations of Soviet laws in Georgia, we uncovered 
many blatant facts of trampling on Soviet laws, beating up honest, loyal party personnel, gross administration in 
party work and the imposition of morals alien to our party by former secretaries of the Central Committee of the 


Communist Party of Georgia Charkviani and Mgeladze. 
Having listened to Comrade Malenkov's report yesterday and the speeches of the members of the Presidium, 


Comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, and others, I came to the conclusion that this scoundrel Beria played 


a big role in all of this. Feeling Beria's support, Charkviani and Mgeladze ignored the Central Committee of our 
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party, they did not take into account the apparatus of the Central Committee and did not even go to the Central 
Committee of our party, they directly addressed Beria and resolved all issues directly in connection with Beria. 

I worked , comrades, in the apparatus of the Central Committee of our party, [had the good fortune to work there 
for a year and a half and receive a large school of education. The Central Committee received many incriminating 
statements, complaints from communists of the Georgian party organization. Comrades working in the 
department of party organs for the Georgian party organization wanted to check the accuracy of these letters, but 


Beria's intervention did not allow this to be done, and these letters always remained without consequences. 


Recently it has been established that everything that was written in the Central Committee by the Communists 
turned out to be correct. Now comrades say that from the minutes of the Presidium of the Central Committee 
they knew that Beria distorted the Leninist-Stalinist national policy , and this distortion of the Leninist-Stalinist 
national policy had been in Georgia for a long time . It is now becoming clear that in Abkhazia, when Mgeladze 
worked there as secretary, feeling support, he did not allow Russian comrades to work, gave instructions to the 
police not to register Russians. Mgeladze abolished the Russian theater in Sukhumi, which enjoyed the love of the 
population. A large number of Russian intelligentsia live in Sukhumi, but they were not given the opportunity to 


work. 


The Central Committee of the Georgian Party knew about this, and I am convinced that Beria knew about this 


too, and that is why he always defended these scoundrels and rogues. 


What is becoming clear , comrades: when we began to implement the last decision of the Central Committee of 
our party, during the discussion of these issues , the communists began to expose and identify people who had 
fraudulently infiltrated the ranks of our party. Previously, they were in someone else's party, and then they ended 
up in the governing bodies - in the party and the Soviet. I will list them. Shaduri, a former Menshevik, worked as 
the secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia. The communists raised this issue and 
wrote to the Central Committee. An investigation was conducted, but Charkviani, as it turns out, immediately 
received a call from Beria. Beria intervened, and until recently this scoundrel Shaduri remained unexposed and 


worked in the governing party bodies. We expelled him from the ranks of our party for deceiving our party. 


A former Menshevik, a member of the Menshevik Party, worked for a long time in the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the Georgian Republic, who worked against the Bolshevik Party, but, as it turned out later, on Beria's 
recommendation he managed to join the ranks of the Bolshevik Party and he was nominated as Secretary of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Georgian Republic. We, too, during the discussion of this decision of the 


Central Committee, exposed this scoundrel Metashvili 84 and expelled him from the party. 


The Minister of Social Security was a member of the Menshevik Party, the Commissar of the Menshevik Party in 
different regions of Georgia, Elisavetoshvili. As has now been established, Beria knew about this when he was the 
Secretary of the Central Committee, and others knew too. It was necessary to expose Elisavetoshvili during this 
period, remove him from the post of Minister, and his party membership is being considered in the party 


organization. 
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It must be said, comrades, that with Beria's help, people who themselves actively fought against Soviet power, 
were in the ranks of the National Democratic Party, hid their membership in another party and fraudulently made 
their way into the ranks of the Communist Party, have also made their way into leadership positions. They had 


previously used Beria's name as a cover, as if Beria had accepted them into the ranks of the Party. 


I must say here, comrades, that to our shame, Zakhary Nikolaevich Ketskhoveli, who is sitting here, is a member 
of the Central Committee of our party. He hides behind the name of Lado Ketskhoveli, a revolutionary, but he 
himself is a Menshevik, a member of the National Democratic Party. The Communists made an accusation that 
Ketskhoveli supported the National Democratic Party in 1917-1921 and was arrested twice by the Soviet 
authorities. We checked these documents, this statement by the Communists, and all these facts were confirmed. 
There is evidence. Ketskhoveli himself writes in the documents that he was indeed in the ranks of the Menshevik 
Party, fought against the Soviet government, but gives his word to the GPU that he will stop working against the 


Soviet government and will be loyal to all the activities of the Soviet government. 


After this receipt, he was released by the GPU organs. In 1939, Ketskhoveli joined the Bolshevik Party, and in 
1940, he became a member of the party. When we asked for an explanation, Ketskhoveli gave us the explanation 
that he joined the party on Beria's orders. These documents are lying around. It is as if Beria asked him in 1937 
why he did not join the Bolshevik Party. He replied that he was not prepared to join the party. Beria then said: 
"It's okay, I recommend you, you need to join the party." This was advantageous for Ketskhoveli at the time 
because Beria was the deputy chairman of the Council of People's Commissars. These are the explanations he 
gives. But there is another document, personally signed by Ketskhoveli, that he was in a foreign party, and was 
accepted into the Bolshevik Party incorrectly, because people from foreign parties are accepted directly by the 
Central Committee, and he was accepted by the primary party organization. He got into the party with Beria's 
help. He was nominated by the Chairman of the Georgian Government on Beria's recommendation. We have the 
documents. I have collected all this material and will now present it to the Central Committee for discussion. I 
don't know where it came from right away, but Beria found out and called me: what's going on, what kind of 
discussion are you having there, you're working on all the people like that. I asked him who he had in mind. He 
said that you were working on the head of the railway, Kiknadze, then Ketskhoveli. I said that we were working 
on them because they were Mensheviks, they had fraudulently entered the party, but remained Mensheviks. Beria 
said that it was wrong to do that. I said that the communists were making serious accusations. Then Beria said: 
"That's not true, I know them. Send me this material. They are such people that we know them all, and you have 
only just started working." I couldn't argue with Beria. I answered him: " Lavrenty Pavlovich , we will check this 


material again, but it has been proven and they themselves are giving evidence ." 


I say this because Beria polluted the governing bodies of Georgia, party and Soviet, with alien elements. He 


wanted to gain cheap authority with this. 


I said the name Kiknadze. He works for us as the head of the road. He is a former Menshevik. Look, the Central 
Committee is a Menshevik, the chairman of the Council of Ministers is a Menshevik, the head of the road is a 
Menshevik. They were Mensheviks before, they were in the Menshevik Party, they fought against the Soviet 


power, and now they have nothing communist. Then Beria says that Kiknadze is a good manager. I said that he 
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is a good manager, but he has no party spirit. “Yes,” says Beria, “he will never be a party man, but he is a good 
manager. Look, we should not discuss him, otherwise your road is big, everything will fail.” I said then that we 


will see. I repeat that I could not argue with Beria. 


I said that the communists are putting pressure and we cannot hide the truth from the communists. (Laughter in 
the hall.) Here is this material. Then we decided that when we are in Moscow, we will talk to Beria and the Central 
Committee of the Party, because it is impossible to work with former Mensheviks. The Party gave the Mensheviks 
the right to re -join the Party , but there is a certain order - this is an honest admission of one's mistakes and in the 
future to work tirelessly for the good of the Soviet Motherland. These same people not only worked poorly, but 


also carried out subversive work, putting personal interests above public and state interests. 


Voice from the audience. The Central Committee will consider it. 


Mirtskhulava. The material is known, you signed it yourself. You cannot deny that under Soviet power you were 
arrested twice as an enemy of Soviet power. I have been working there for two and a half months, we have done 


some things, but we could not resolve all the issues. 


The next question is about Beria's calls. I can't say that he didn't call me, there was such a case. We have serious 
distortions in the line of party work, in the line of state work, in the line of spending state funds. People did not 
take into account Soviet laws, they believed that they (I mean the former secretaries of the Central Committee 
Charkviani and Mgeladze) were not subject to control, and they committed lawlessness, arrested people left and 
right. Ordinary communists criticized them correctly. Communists appealed to the Central Committee of the 
Party, wrote that the Charter of Collective Farm Work was being violated , the collective farmers were not getting 
anything, everything was being taken away, and they asked to intervene in this matter. The Central Committee 
forwarded these letters to the regional party committees. Taking advantage of this situation, Mgeladze gave 
incorrect information to the Central Committee, and arrested these people and put them in prison. Many 
applications sent from the Central Committee were examined, they were dealt with for a long time, and then a 
decision was made. Many of the leading officials were punished, and those who had been wrongly arrested were 
released and rehabilitated. All of this was set out in detail in an explanatory note and sent to Comrade Khrushchev 


in the Central Committee 85. 


Among those expelled was also the former secretary of the regional committee, who did not recognize Soviet laws 
and violated the decrees of the party and government in his personal interests. He appealed to Beria that the 
Central Committee had incorrectly expelled him. Beria called me and said: why was he expelled? I said: because 
he is a non-party person, he is an anti-state element. He asks: where is the material? I say: we have the material, 
we checked it and discussed it . 

Why don't we have it? I say that I reported this issue in detail to the Central Committee of our party, reported it 
to Comrade Khrushchev. Then he tells me: send me this material. The next day they called to say that this material 
was serious, Comrade Khrushchev sent it to all members of the Presidium, and they told me that there was no 


need to send it, since we had already received it. 
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Comrade Bagirov here at the Plenum spoke about the establishment of republican orders. On Beria's instructions, 


the head of the secretariat called me, I have forgotten his name now, he said that... 

Malenkov. The head of the secretariat is talking with the secretary of the Central Committee . 

Mirtskhulava: Yes, the head of the secretariat spoke to me, that's how he introduced himself. 

From the Presidium. Ordyntsev. 

Mirtskhulava: Yes, Ordyntsev called. He said that Beria wants to submit to the government a project on 
establishing cultural orders in the union republics, and for Georgia he proposed establishing the Shota Rustaveli 
Order. He asks my opinion. Perhaps you have another contender? (Laughter, animation in the hall.) 

I said that there could be no other way. Apparently, such a call was made in other republics as well. 

Here Vyacheslav Mikhailovich mentioned Shariy, that he was incorrectly reinstated. Yes, comrades, we reinstated 
Shariy. He was reinstated, he was not expelled in 1948, but was expelled due to the fact that he was arrested as a 


Mingrelian nationalist. Since he was on political charges, he was expelled. 


Molotov: But then the Central Committee acquitted him. 
Mirtskhulava. Yes. 


Molotov. And then we acquitted him. 


Mirtskhulava. We did not understand when he ended up in the Council of Ministers' apparatus, but we could not 
say anything. We saw how he worked for Beria. Comrade Bagirov did not say anything about this. Beria had 
influence on the Georgian party organization, I will not say about other Transcaucasian party organizations, but 
on the Georgian party organization. It must be said that he obtained this influence by deception, systematically 


deceived the Georgian party organization, and created cheap authority for himself. 


But I can assure the Plenum that our Georgian Party organization will implement the present decision of our 
Plenum with the same success as the Moscow Party organization, the Leningrad Party organization and other 


advanced Party organizations of our Communist Party. 


Iam very glad about Comrade Bulganin's statement that they will help us. We need help to sort out all the issues, 


since Beria has done us a lot of harm for several decades. 


And to sort out these matters correctly, we must say frankly, we will not be able to do so without the help of the 
Central Committee of our party, we will not be able to do so because this Ketskhoveli wrote a paper, and here he 
denies it. He has no party conscience and that is why he does this (laughter), and tomorrow, when I present the 


material to the Central Committee, I do not know what he will say. 
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Comrades, the Georgian party organization, created on the basis of Lenin’s teaching on the Marxist party of the 
proletariat and nurtured on Lenin’s traditions by the great Stalin, has always been, is and will be a reliable support 


for the Central Committee of our Leninist-Stalinist party. 


The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia, with the help of the Central Committee of our party 
, will always unswervingly implement all the instructions of the Presidium of the Central Committee, the Central 
Committee of our party and, implementing the instructions of the Central Committee of our party, the directives 
of the Central Committee of our party, with the help and under the direct leadership of the Central Committee of 


our party, will in the near future become one of the leading organizations of the Soviet Union. 


Khrushchev. Comrade Zavenyagin has the floor. Comrade Andrianov - Leningrad, get ready. 


Zavenyagin: Comrades, yesterday Comrade Malenkov spoke in his report about Beria's practice of ignoring the 
Central Committee and the government in the most important questions, including the question of using atomic 
energy. Comrade Malenkov said that the decision to test the hydrogen bomb was not reported to the government, 


was not reported to the Central Committee, and was taken by Beria alone. I was a witness to this story. 


We prepared a draft government resolution. It lay with Beria for some time, he took it with him to read, or 
something . We had an idea that maybe he talked to comrade Malenkov. That was the idea. About two weeks 
later, he invites us and starts looking at the document. He reads it. He reads it at home, apparently, once, starts 
making corrections. He gets to the end. Signature - Chairman of the Council of Ministers Malenkov. He crosses it 


out . He says - not required. And puts his signature. 


What is a hydrogen bomb, comrades? This is the most important question now, not only of technology, but not 
only of the work of the former First Main Directorate, now the new Ministry of Medium Machine Building, this 


is a question of global significance. 


At one time, the Americans created an atomic bomb, detonated it 86 . After some time, with the help of our 
scientists, our industry, under the leadership of our government, we eliminated this monopoly of the atomic bomb 
of the USA. The Americans saw that the advantages were lost, and by order of Truman, they began work on the 
hydrogen bomb. Our people and our country are not fools, we also took up this matter, and as far as we know 
this issue , we think that we are not behind the Americans. This bomb is dozens of times more powerful, and its 
explosion means the elimination of the second monopoly of the Americans, that is, it means the most important 
event in world politics, and the scoundrel Beria allowed himself to decide such a question outside the Central 


Committee. 


Comrades , I worked with Beria for quite a few years and had the opportunity to observe this man. From the very 
beginning, Beria’s main quality was striking - his contempt for people. He despised the entire Soviet people, he 
despised the party, he despised the leaders of the party. And in this contempt he turned out to be blind, he 


considered the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee to be simpletons, whom he could at any 
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moment take in his fist and isolate. But he himself turned out to be a simpleton, a blind sheep. Our Central 


Committee showed foresight, and this scoundrel, this adventurer, was isolated in time. 


Much has been said here about Beria’s negative qualities, I will not repeat it: about his arrogance, 
unceremoniousness, offensive rudeness towards employees. I will say that his non-governmental approach to 
many issues was striking . If, say, some issue was related to his personal authority, his personal reputation, he 


showed interest in it. If the issue had no relation to him personally, he tried to fail it. Many examples can be given. 


After the war, Comrade Mikoyan raised the issue of restoring Severonikel, the largest enterprise on the Kola 
Peninsula, which supplies nickel to our country 87 . It was built by the Ministry of Internal Affairs , and operated 
by the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The Germans were driven out, and it would seem that the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs should have restored it, since it had powerful construction organizations. Stalin did not tell Beria this, and 


Beria decisively refused Comrade Mikoyan in this matter. 


I remember Comrade Kosygin asking many times: give us Orlov. Comrade Orlov was the head of the Main 
Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, he was a very prominent engineer and specialist in the paper 
industry, but things were not going well there. And, of course, the head of the Main Directorate could have been 
given the post of People's Commissar. "No way, we need people ourselves." When Beria was given this 


assignment, Orlov was appointed immediately . 


When a matter does not concern him, although the matter is of the utmost state importance, he is indifferent to it. 
For Beria, nothing was sacred. Each worker had an epithet, of which he had a stock. He could not name, as they 
say, a single person whom he respected. Many times the famous Sobakevich came to mind, for whom there was 
not a single decent person in the whole city, there was one decent person - the prosecutor, and he was a pig. So 


Beria did not have people who deserved respect, to whom he himself could treat humanely. 


Beria's very negative quality was the suppression of initiative. If you come up with some kind of proposal, you 
will be immediately cut off, put in your place: here is an inventor. If the matter does not originate from him and 
if the question is put in such a way that it does not originate from him, the question was rejected, and the state 


undoubtedly suffered greatly in this matter. 


It seems to me that the assessment of Beria as an employee exaggerates some of his positive qualities. Everyone 
knows that he is an unceremonious person and as such a pushy person, did not take anyone into account, could 
easily advance any matter. This quality was there. But from the point of view of understanding the issue, getting 
to the heart of the matter, I would say he was a dull person . Without flattering the members of the Presidium of 
the Central Committee, I can say: any member of the Presidium of the Central Committee understood the issues 
much faster and more deeply and could figure it out than Beria. Beria was an exception in this regard. Due to his 
stupidity, he could not get to the heart of the matter. And when we were dealing with some issue, he would say: 
drop it. To hell with dealing with this matter, you are the organizers. How can work be organized without 


understanding the essence of the matter? 


102 


Beria was known as an organizer, but in reality he was a desperate bureaucrat. He fenced himself off from people, 
sometimes for weeks, months he did not receive employees subordinate to him. Everything was done in 
correspondence. He had very large secretariats, documents went from one to another. Often absurd resolutions 
were composed. The resolution of issues was delayed for a very long time, complex issues took months to resolve. 
Let's ask, such a question as the use of atomic energy for the railways' own needs . This issue was not considered 
for many months and the issue of using atomic energy in aviation and the navy has not been considered to this 
day. Why? Because he had no time, and the most important matters were lying around due to his bureaucratic 
practices in work. The correspondence between the secretariats and the 1st Main Directorate acquired monstrous 
proportions. All the main employees of the main directorate were busy writing projects, redoing projects, a pile 
of paper, there was no time to sort things out, to work promptly on the management of research institutions and 


enterprises. And this is called an organizer? A very dangerous and harmful person. 


Beria was arrogant, he thought that he knew everything, that he would notice in time, raise the question in time, 
and make the decision in time. In reality, because of his arrogance, the questions that were raised in time were 
not resolved. Here, Vannikov and I raised the question two years ago regarding the use of atomic energy for 
aviation and the navy. This question was not resolved, the question was left unanswered , and we are wasting 


precious time. 


After Comrade Stalin's death, he had a tendency to play the game of economy: money is needed, we need to 
economize, develop industry, culture, help agriculture, but there are issues in which we could not afford excessive 
savings. We need to develop capacities in the field of atomic energy. The Americans are creating large bases to 
make bombs. Beria says: "To hell with it, you are throwing away a lot of money, stick to the five-year plan." When 
the five-year plan was being drawn up, it was clear what we should do in the next three years, what to build, but 
in the fourth year the volume of work on the construction projects that had begun was already declining, and in 
the fifth year we had to start new things. Therefore, in the 3-4 years, capital investments are cut in half compared 
to the third, and in the fifth - in half compared to the fourth. We could not put up with this, and the state cannot 
put up with it. He says: "To hell with it, stick to what we have." 


Malenkov: This matter will have to be monitored because money was spent there without any control. 
Zavenyagin: This is certainly true. 

Kaganovich: They built resorts, not cities. 

Zavenyagin: I can’t say that they built resorts, they built cities. 

The question is, where were we who worked with Beria, what did we see, what did we do? I must honestly say 
here, comrades, that Beria did not charm me when | had to work with him. I was struck by his anti-party qualities, 


rudeness, unceremoniousness, disrespect for people. A person who does not respect other people is himself 


unworthy of respect and trust. 
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At times I thought with great anxiety that Comrade Stalin would die, there would be a new leadership of the 
party, Beria would fight his way to the leadership. What danger would this represent? Apparently, many 


comrades understood this. 


What had to be done? Sometimes they snapped back. Perhaps Comrade Malenkov remembers one example. A 
telegram was received from Czechoslovakia that the program that the Main Directorate was planning required a 
large amount of funds. Astronomical figures were cited. This telegram came to Beria. He began to get indignant 
and swear. I said that it was enough to fool people, we were fulfilling the government’s decision, which instructed 
us to develop some program. The stupid figures that were cited were wrong, we would correct them. Swearing 
immediately : “Here is a hero.” I said that he was neither a hero nor a fool, why fool people. “Get out.” Get out. 


Then the man softened and tried to convince. 


Here is another example. During the reorganization of the Ministry of Geology 88 , the question arose regarding 
uranium exploration. It must be said that our country is well supplied with uranium raw materials. We think that 
we are better supplied than all our possible opponents. But a significant share of this raw material is mined abroad. 
It is important to conduct accelerated exploration here . We believe that we will provide this matter better . Beria 
says : "No, you don't need to do it, let Tevosyan do it." Tevosyan himself believed that he had non-ferrous 
metallurgy, ferrous metallurgy, that he should not be entrusted with the extraction of uranium raw materials. I 
tried to convince Beria, but he cut me off. I said that give us this matter, we will do it, that others should not do it. 


Beria told me: "If you think so, we will find others." Then all sorts of additions to this matter follow. 


Of course, it is impossible to think that an individual worker could fight Beria, he would slide into the wrong 
positions. We could count on the party leadership to figure out this man and give him the right direction . And 
our Central Committee passed this historical test. 

I would like to touch upon several issues that do not pertain to the work of the 1st Main Directorate. Here is a 
question regarding Western Ukraine and Lithuania. When the members of the Central Committee received the 
document, they thought about the decision . And I had the idea that it would be wrong to leave only the national 
cadres and remove all the Russians, that this would only lead to a split in our multinational state. This is clear to 


everyone now. 


The second question. Things are not going well in Western Ukraine, in Lithuania because of distortions in the 
national question. It seemed to us that this was not the only issue. Everyone remembers the huge bandit 
movement that was in Ukraine in the 1920s. It was not (as in the book. S.G.) along this line that the issue was 
resolved and the bandit movement was finished. Let's say, Western Ukraine was in Austria, under Franz Joseph, 
the Baltic republics were under the rule of Russian landowners. There was no such movement there. There are 
some other issues, economic issues, administrative ones, that were bypassed in Beria's proposals, not raised, not 


revealed. 
Regarding the German Democratic Republic. It was not clear to ordinary party members, ordinary workers, how 
it was possible to agree to the unification of West Germany with East Germany. This meant handing over 18 


million people and the German Democratic Republic to the clutches of the bourgeois bosses. This is absolutely 
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obvious. It was impossible to resolve this issue in this way. We have special considerations on this issue, a lot of 
uranium is mined in the GDR, perhaps no less than the Americans have at their disposal. Beria knew about this 
circumstance, and he should have told the Central Committee so that these considerations could be taken into 


account. 


Comrades, with the removal of Beria from the Presidium and the leadership of our party, the Central Committee 
of the party, the Presidium, without fear of intriguers, without fear of introducing discord into the ranks of the 
Central Committee, into the leadership of the party, can calmly discuss all issues of governing the state, calmly 
discuss all the shortcomings that were in our work, and confidently eliminate them. There is no doubt that the 
Central Committee of our party, the Presidium of the Central Committee, having freed itself from this scoundrel, 


will lead our party and the state forward to new successes. 

Khrushchev: There is a proposal to end the work of the Plenum here. There is a proposal not to have a meeting of 
the Plenum tomorrow, but to create a Commission for the development of proposals and resolutions of the 
Plenum now. To convene the evening meeting at 8 o'clock, we will continue drinking, several comrades will speak, 
we will understand the resolution and with this we will end the work of our Plenum. 

There will be no objections? 


Voices from the audience: No. 


Khrushchev: Before closing the Plenum meeting, allow me to resolve the issue of the commission for drafting the 


resolution. There is a proposal to create a commission of 13 people. Are there any other proposals? 


Voices from the audience: No. 


Khrushchev. I will name the comrades recommended for this commission: Malenkov, Molotov, Khrushchev, 


Bulganin, Kaganovich, Kirichenko, Mikhailov, Patolichev, Bakradze, Yusupov, Pospelov, Suslov, Shepilov. 


Any other suggestions? 


Voices from the floor. Accept. 


Khrushchev: We will consider it accepted. After the closing of the Plenum meeting, the commission members are 


requested to enter the hall. 


Another appeal to the secretaries of the Central Committees of the Union Communist Parties, to the chairmen of 
the Councils of Ministers, to the secretaries of the regional party committees, to the chairmen of the regional 
executive committees, to the agricultural workers who are present at the Plenum of the Central Committee, to 


stay for a few minutes. There are proposals regarding the use of daytime tomorrow. 
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I consider this Plenum meeting to be over. We will meet tomorrow at 8 o'clock. 


MEETING OF JULY 4 


Evening meeting 


Khrushchev (chairman): Let us continue the work of the Plenum, comrades. Andrianov has the floor. Comrade 
Voroshilov, get ready. 


Andrianov: Comrades, the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee on the enemy of the people Beria 
is the only correct and timely decision. Members of the Presidium of the Central Committee, comrades Malenkov, 
Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Kaganovich, Mikoyan, thoroughly and with all the necessary completeness 


revealed the face of this conspirator and insidious enemy. 


As has now become quite clear, we are not talking about a simple careerist, an upstart. This isa dangerous enemy 
- a traitor who has penetrated into the core of leadership - the brain of our party, and had in his dirty hands an 


armed, and in some parts, loyal apparatus. 


This is why the work of the Central Committee of the CPSU and the government was so difficult. This is precisely 
where the profound and courageous measures taken by the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU can 
be seen, which made it possible to neutralize this beast without the slightest shock. His main aspiration was to 
seize power in order to elevate himself to the rank of dictator in the style of Tito-Rankovich, and to replace the 
ideological foundations - Marxism - with Americanism. Therefore, it is no accident that he came close to Tito- 


Rankovich. 


That is why, comrades, we are all deeply confident that the Plenum of the Central Committee and our entire party 
will unanimously approve this wise and at the same time courageous decision of the Presidium of the Central 


Committee of our party. 


We, local workers, did not know much before the Plenum of the Central Committee, and it was difficult to assume 
the treachery of this man even slightly. When dealing with him on business, many had to listen to all sorts of 
insolence from him, not excluding the obscenities with which he equipped almost every remark. Often we 
attributed this to his specific nature, taking into account his personal data , and, in addition, we were afraid, since 


he could get his way. 


First of all, in the Ministry and locally, in the regions and republics, he carried out a mass replacement of Chekist 
personnel, and in the selection of personnel the only principle was personal loyalty. The opinions of the party 
organs, as it turned out at the Plenum, were not taken into account and were recklessly trampled. I would like to 
dwell on this issue of personnel and use the example of the Leningrad region. In the Leningrad region, about a 
year before this, in place of the dismissed bankrupt head of the Directorate, the Central Committee approved and 


a comrade came who was just beginning to get involved in the matter 89 . New leadership of the Ministry came. 
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They also replaced the head of the Leningrad Regional Directorate, despite the objections of the regional party 
committee, allegedly under the guise of illness, although this person was healthy and did not want to admit that 
he was sick. I contacted the Ministry to find out the reasons for the dismissal and ask to continue working as the 
head of the Directorate. Apart from insolence, nothing could be heard. I did not agree with such behavior of the 
Ministry and appealed to the Central Committee, especially since I knew that a number of dubious people had 
been nominated to the Ministry, for example, the former head of the Leningrad Directorate, Gorlinsky, who was 
removed by the decision of the Central Committee and dismissed from the agencies, I will say more about him 
below. He turned out to be the approved head of the Economic Directorate of the Union Ministry of Internal 
Affairs; Rodionov, who was engaged in provocation in the Ministry and in the regions, one of the active 
participants in the concocted provocation case of Comrade Shakhurin, and others. People like Kobulov and others 
were replaced . It seemed to me that such a concentration of the Ministry's forces was dangerous, and the practice 
of selecting personnel was unacceptable. I expressed my thoughts on all this to the Secretary of the CPSU Central 
Committee, Comrade Shatalin. I directly stated that the dangerous concentration of dubious people in the 
Ministry was unacceptable and that the removal of the head of the Directorate in the Leningrad Region was 
incorrect. The new head of the Directorate has arrived. He was appointed Minister and began to fulfill his duties. 
Apparently, he knew about my attitude towards him and about the prejudice , he did not come to me at all, did 
not consider it necessary to inform the regional party committee. Moreover, he forbade his staff to go to party 


organs. 


About a month ago I was forced to call Comrade Kruglov at the Ministry and ask him to pay attention to the head 
of the Department so that he would change his attitude toward the regional party committee. I did not consider 
it necessary to talk about the dirty tricks of this man, who collected all sorts of materials on party organs for 


information to the Ministry. 


Now the question of amnesty. I think that this is a vile deed by provocateurs from the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
that they have left a dirty mark on this case . Notorious thugs were released, even without any elementary training 
on the part of the police. As soon as these people appeared in the city, daggers began to work. An alarming 
situation was created among the population. And certainly fair complaints were sent to local authorities, and to 
the Government, and to the Central Committee, and to the secretaries of the Central Committee. Comrade 
Khrushchev drew our attention to the need to restore order, we heard about the state of public order in the city 
and the region at the bureau of the regional committee, outlined a number of measures to restore order, criticized 


the police for their poor work. 


The regional committee's interference in this matter was perceived painfully when they began to correct these 
shortcomings. In the same way, distortions were allowed: unfounded arrests and indiscriminate arrests of people. 
Instead of blows to hooligans, honest people were hit. One could cite a number of other examples characterizing 


the arbitrariness of some employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


The question arises: why have such things been happening in the Ministry of Internal Affairs for a number of 


years? What is the matter here? 


107 


I think, comrades, it was certainly bad that such nasty, one can simply say, people like Yagoda, Yezhov, 
Abakumov, Beria made their way into the leadership of the Ministry. They kept honest people and even the 
governing bodies in fear rather than enemies, all the elementary norms of relations between the party and the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs were violated. The disproportionately large apparatus of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, costing 18 billion rubles, turned into such a brainchild that it began to stop taking into account even those 
who created this body. They held many things in their hands in the country, but they fought the enemies poorly, 
as was quite rightly noted here at the Plenum. 

It would be unforgivable to underestimate and belittle the role of Soviet intelligence. It is therefore not a question 
of weakening, but of strengthening intelligence, but of doing everything to put it in its place. Comrade Stalin drew 
attention to the fact that the spearhead of intelligence must now be turned against external enemies. Beria, for his 
own selfish purposes, completely ignored and discarded this Stalinist position. Contrary to the decisions of the 
Central Committee, he introduced economic and secret-political directorates and departments at the center and 
in the regions, when the situation at the time did not require this, and this contradicted the decision of the Central 
Committee of the Party. Other internal directorates and departments were also inflated, and intelligence and 
counterintelligence work turned out to be secondary. The regional apparatuses were inflated, made colossal - 


thousands of people. 


If we add to this and take into account that agents were planted in a number of cases without need or benefit for 
the cause not only in institutions but also at enterprises, then it is difficult to imagine fruitful, well-thought-out 
work for the actual intelligence and counterintelligence work of the Chekists. If we take a closer look at what kind 
of agents they were sometimes planted with, then, comrades, we sometimes have to be perplexed as to who they 


were working for and with whom. 


Some time ago, while Comrade Stalin was still alive, we accidentally discovered that one of the terrorists who 
participated in the murder of Sergei Mironovich Kirov was brought from the camps to Leningrad to work, as we 


were told by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, among the anti-Soviet intelligentsia. 


The second case was solved: an agent of the MVD Directorate was persuading a citizen to commit a terrorist act - 
the murder of one of the leaders who came to Leningrad. This person, whom the agent was persuading, came, 
and told us. When we began to find out who this person was who was persuading this matter , the Directorate 
told us that our agent was conducting such conversations allegedly to check the intentions of the person with 
whom he was talking. Of course, the provocation was obvious. I wrote a note on this issue to Comrade Stalin. 
Beria was also entrusted with the analysis of this statement , but he did not say a word about this and a number 


of similar outrageous outrages, which are described in the note on the shortcomings of the Directorate's work. 


It was precisely this chief Gorlinsky, about whom I spoke above, that we managed to remove only with the active 
help of the Central Committee and personally of Comrade Malenkov , he was fired from the organs. When Beria 
came there , this Gorlinsky turned out to be the head of the Economic Department of the Ministry of the Union, 
and Rodionov was similarly promoted to a leading position in the Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 
What could be expected from such personnel? It seems to me, comrades, that we also sometimes overestimate the 


work of the organs incorrectly. In fact, we resolve any issue more quickly and often without discrimination, when 
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the question of the Ministry of Internal Affairs is brought up, than any other competent workers. This can be 
judged from the note of comrades whom we know, as well as from a number of local facts. Moreover, some of 
them were made specialists in Marxist theory, in the national question, whereas upon deep familiarization it 
turned out that such figures in quotation marks had little to do with Marxism, and their offices are filled not with 
literature, but with means of debauchery. This truth is certainly bitter to hear, but the facts demand that the proper 


conclusion be drawn from them. 


In the national question, the exposed provocateur has caused great harm. He tried to oppose and embitter other 
nationalities against the Russian people, he inspired and activated the bourgeois nationalists. This is, 


undoubtedly, a great act of sabotage. 


Furthermore, there is, it seems to me, a not entirely correct practice, when appointing senior officials, including 
party officials, we, as a rule, resort to checking these officials through the bodies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
while all the possibilities, and no less, are in the hands of the party bodies themselves. It is necessary to put 
everything in its place and oblige the bodies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs to conduct work in full accordance 


with the decision of the Central Committee on active reconnaissance against our external enemies. 


And in the example of the Leningrad region, we have an expensive, thousand-strong apparatus in the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs , and this apparatus has not revealed a single American or English intelligence officer, although 


the Leningrad region, as is known, borders other states both by sea and by land. 


It is imperative, as Comrade Malenkov quite correctly said in his speech, to increase the ideological education of 
Chekist cadres, to increase the activity of party organs in implementing the daily and specific leadership of the 


organs, and to increase revolutionary vigilance. 


Comrades, I think there is no need to exaggerate the personality of this villain. The party masses and the people 
do not know him, he has never been anywhere, he did not know the life of party organizations. The leading cadres 


knew him as a bold and rude person, and now they know him as a provocateur and a traitor. 


The Leningrad party organization, deeply devoted to the Central Committee of our party, like our entire party, 
will unanimously approve the decisions of the Central Committee and brand this insidious villain with shame 
and will rally even more closely around the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee, our great Communist Party. 


(Applause.) 


Khrushchev: Comrade Voroshilov has the floor, Ketskhoveli should prepare. 

Voroshilov: Comrades, the decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee of our party to expel Beria from 
its ranks and arrest him, as well as the current discussion of this issue at the Plenum of the Central Committee, 
are matters of great political importance, aimed at preserving the unity of the leading core of our party, and 


therefore the unity of the party, the people, and achieving success for our entire cause. 
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I believe that Comrade Malenkov's report, the speeches of the members of the Presidium and the Central 
Committee have sufficiently fully revealed all the criminal abomination of the traitor Beria. However, the question 
reasonably arises: why, even after all the talk, was Beria able to work in the leadership of the party for such a long 
time, without having been previously exposed, enjoying such great authority, occupying such high party and 


state posts? The question is legitimate, natural, and personally suggests itself. 


First of all, comrades, answering this question, joining in a very clear report, we must keep in mind Beria. He is 
the type of a wily, cunning enemy, the type of a complete adventurer, an intriguer, who knew how to cleverly 
gain trust and who knew how to hide for a long time and wait for a convenient moment. He saw the daily life of 
our great leader Comrade Stalin together with us, he knew that Comrade Stalin had often become ill in recent 
years , and, obviously, this inspired him to a certain extent and dictated that he be secretive. He expected that 
sooner or later Stalin would be gone. As the facts have now shown, after the death of Comrade Stalin this 
adventurer hoped for the rapid implementation of his criminal plans against the party and the state. That is why 
he was in such a hurry after Stalin's death, and perhaps he was hurried. We do not yet understand everything, we 
do not know everything - perhaps he was hurried, pushed into criminal activity . But the criminal activity of this 


traitor was unraveled, well understood, and stopped in time. 


During Comrade Stalin's lifetime, Beria was impudent, rude, arrogant, brazen, always trying to show his 
superiority over others, disregarding human pride and dignity. Comrade Zverev looks at me and thinks: I am 
telling the truth. How many nasty, vile things he said to him . There is not a single comrade present here, from 
among the members of the government, be it a former minister or a current one, to whom Beria has not said the 
most impudent, the most brazen and completely unprovoked nasty things, insults, pointed out God knows what 
kind of vile things, incongruous with everything. Just to offend and humiliate a person. At the same time, he knew 
how to court those people he needed. Therefore, there were always people who were on good terms with him for 


a day or two. 


With all these special qualities of his, Beria was afraid of Stalin, he fawned on him, I must say frankly, he fawned 
on him in his own skillful way; he whispered to Stalin . And we only felt from the mood of Comrade Stalin, when 
we met in business and non-business settings, that today they had "dropped the bomb on you." (Laughter in the 
hall.) I remember how at one time, and this is known to both Comrades Molotov, Kaganovich, and especially to 
the Georgians from Tbilisi who are present here, what a vile role this Beria played in the life of the remarkable 
communist Sergo Ordzhonikidze. He completely spat on him, and simply brought him down before Stalin. Sergo 
Ordzhonikidze told terrible things about this man, even then seeing him as a real enemy. He said that he was an 


impudent fellow and an enemy. 
Voices from the audience: Correct. 
Voroshilov. He set the people he worked with against each other, created an atmosphere of nervousness. Beria 


pursued this line of disunity throughout all the years of his work. He became especially unbridled during the 


illness and after the death of Comrade Stalin. Stalin was still alive, unconscious, and Beria began to act. He is the 
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first in everything and constantly, he proposes everything, he foresees everything, he knows everything, he 


commands everyone. Is that how it was, comrades? (Addressing the members of the Presidium.) 
Voices from the Presidium: Yes, that's right. 


Voroshilov: We were with Stalin until our last breath, and he immediately showed himself , like, keep in mind, 
I'm here. They indicated the candidacy of Georgy Maximilianovich Malenkov, but then he began to commit all 
sorts of meanness before our eyes. We all recognized Comrade Malenkov as a natural and legitimate candidate. 
Beria could not name himself, and it was impossible to expect that any of us would name him. (Laughter in the 
hall. Applause.) Therefore, he decided to take some special path to the chairmanship of the Council of Ministers. 
He chose the path of the enemy, but even in this roundabout path he chose the most roundabout roads. First, he 
began with an amnesty. We saw that there was much here that could be caused by the evil one, but nevertheless, 
to a certain extent, it was for the benefit of the party, because at that moment some acts were needed that would 
show that our Central Committee, our party were acting. I must say that during this time I have become well 
acquainted with our judicial practice. There is too much talk here about swindlers and scoundrels, a lot of lies, a 
lot of talk and writing that they are being beaten, and when you start calling, calling chairmen, prosecutors, 
secretaries and asking what is being done, they say that nothing is being done. Of course, nevertheless, there are 


many things that need to be corrected and eliminated. 


The second act is the cleaning of the Augean stables. Everyone knows that Beria was either the direct head of the 


MGB or a patron throughout his life . Both those abominations and that meanness are there to a significant extent. 
Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov: This is the department the gentleman was counting on. Everyone was saying: Minister Beria, Beria 
discovered, Beria proposed, Beria is the Minister of Internal Affairs , etc., and at the same time he was shoving his 


people there . 
Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov. He was distributing his forces, thinking that he would win by doing so. It seems to me, comrades, 
that despite the fact that this man was cunning and stupid, and that he had no real, Marxist, generalizing mind , 
and that he had not known this state body of the Ministry of Internal Affairs before and did not know it now, 
because along with the scoundrels who were really doing dirty work against the government, the majority of 


honest people, good people, worked in the Ministry of Internal Affairs, on whom we can fully count. 

Voices. Correct. 

Voroshilov: If only one of them would write a letter saying what you did to our great leader. (Laughter). There 
was nothing like that. No one considered him a leader, no one really knows him and spits on him, and if we say 


what he was like, they will spit three times. 


111 


Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov. He counted on him to proclaim himself , and then gradually got closer. What abominations was he 


capable of? He was capable of everything. 


Thanks to the comrades who are sitting here, they exposed him. I was the last to know about it. (Laughter.) I never 


trusted him, he felt it and did not particularly respect me. 


Malenkov: Correct. 


Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov. We got rid of him in time. Don't think that he was the only one who disappeared. But imagine that 


the head of the government could have disappeared at the same time . 


Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov: We, living in such an international situation that now surrounds us, having camouflage (laughter), 
would be in a difficult position. Therefore, this gentleman was removed in time. This is the greatest merit of our 
comrades from the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party, and now the entire Central Committee, which 


unanimously and with a real understanding of the matter understood this issue. (Stormy applause.) 


After the death of Comrade Stalin, the tasks that arose before our party, the state, the Soviet people as a whole, 
when we were left without Stalin, demanded, dictated to us the preservation of unity in our ranks, solidity, and 


strength. Each of us protected the party like the apple of our eye. 


This is explained by the fact that we established unity, colluding and not colluding, each of us internally 
experienced all of this near the body of our great leader , we understood that unity is everything, unity of action, 
the path that was shown to us by the great Lenin and the great Stalin, which we must at all costs keep free for our 
movement forward - this is our sacred and obligatory task. And this guy thought that they did not notice him. 
This explains why he worked hard for three months and imposed some things on us, even things that we would 
not have liked, but we needed . Here I must say this directly . We needed it - let him unbolt himself further, and 
in the end we would see. And we saw, I have already said this. His final goal was not really clear to us, we only 


saw it during his actions. 


Our task, comrades, now consists not only in branding the crimes of Beria, who has done much harm to our cause, 
but also in directing our efforts to the implementation of all those plans that Stalin outlined for us at the time 
together with our entire party, in relation to those tasks that are especially prominent for us today . Comrade 
Malenkov spoke about this here, and other comrades spoke about this , regarding the fact that we must now , 


having cleansed ourselves of this filth, and this filth (the Russians have many good sayings, and one saying is to 
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a certain extent appropriate here - every cloud has a silver lining) - this is a great evil, but the good will be no less. 
In what sense? We will now be more circumspect, more careful, more vigilant , and we will recognize all sorts of 


scoundrels more quickly and bring them to light. 


This is one task, but the main task that we must now, while maintaining the unity of our ranks, while preserving 
the purity of our party, is to ensure that we do economics and domestic and international politics in a truly 


genuine manner. 


Our agriculture is, as has already been said, in a state of neglect. We need agriculture, we need to revive collective 
farming a little, we need to make our state farms - comrade Skvortsov, don't laugh, you worked a lot, but didn't 
do much - we need to make them real state farms , Soviet farms, because they are now very pitiful and ineffective, 


unprofitable. 


Voice. Correct. 


Voroshilov: We need to truly raise our entire agriculture, both public and state, to the proper level. 


Voice. Correct. 


Voroshilov: This is a big, complex, but quite solvable task. I will not speak about other issues: our industry, the 
defense industry - all this is in a more or less proper condition, but agriculture needs vigilant and, I would say, 


great attention from our party, the state. 


Having cleansed ourselves of the traitor and scoundrel Beria and his ilk, if they still exist and will be encountered 
anywhere, we become only stronger, more united, even more confident in the rightness of our great cause - the 
cause of Lenin and Stalin. No enemy will knock us off that glorious path that was shown to us and humanity by 
Lenin and Stalin. Our wise party has led and will lead the Soviet people with confident steps to those shining 
heights of communism for which we have fought, are fighting, and are convinced that in this fight we will emerge 


victorious. (Prolonged applause.) 
Khrushchev. Comrade Ketskhoveli has the floor. Comrade Arutinov - Armenia, get ready. 


Ketskhoveli. The conclusions and measures taken by the Presidium of the Central Committee in relation to Beria 
are correct, and our entire party, the entire Soviet people will approve of them completely and entirely. In their 
report, Comrade Malenkov, the speakers Comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Kaganovich, Mikoyan, and 
other comrades characterized Beria's criminal activity. Now that the vile face of the traitor has been revealed, the 


name Beria will become synonymous with cunning, perfidy, and meanness. 


Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia A. Mirtskhulava accused me of a number 


of offenses. In this regard, allow me to give an explanation. 
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a The letter "t" is inserted. Here and further in Z. Ketskhoveli's speech, the footnotes on each page contain the text 
inserted into the uncorrected transcript during its preparation for printing and distribution to party organizations. 


— Comp. 


I have never been a member of any party other than the Communist Party. In 1918-1919, when I was 16-17 years 
old, I joined the youth organization of the National Democrats. I did not actively work in this organization, and 
did not pay membership dues. I did not hide this from the party. I was arrested by the Cheka in 1922 (at that time 
I was working in the village) before a holiday, I think May 1, for several days. No charges were brought, I was 
released after 5-6 days. Then they said that it was for preventive purposes. (Laughter of X.) I did not hide this 
from the party. I joined the party late - at the end of 1938 as a candidate. Before that, I really had a conversation 
with Beria in connection with my summons to the Central Committee (at that time he worked as the secretary of 
the Central Committee of Georgia) to be appointed deputy commissioner of people's commissars. He 


recommended that I join the party. 


Since 1921, since the establishment of Soviet power in Georgia, I have devoted all my energy, all my strength and 


knowledge to Soviet construction. My life is as clear as day, it can be traced from beginning to end. 


In April 1952, at the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia, Beria, who was sent 
by the Politburo to participate in the work of the Plenum, actually recommended me as Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers of the Republic. This position is included in the nomenclature of the Central Committee of the CPSU. 
I do not know who recommended me to the Central Committee. Comrade Malenkov dealt with this issue, he will 
probably remember. Obviously, not Beria. Then, when he had the opportunity to nominate after the death of 
Comrade Stalin, in April of this year I was not nominated, but dismissed from the post of Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers of the Republic. Beria nominated people who pleased him, such as, for example, Mirtskhulava. 
Mirtskhulava stated that party members allegedly spoke out against me at the district party conference in May of 
this year. Indeed, one delegate made a number of accusations. I was not present at the conference, I was in the 
district, I was present at another party conference. I dismissed this delegate Chichibai from work at the time . 


Seeing that I was not at this conference , he slandered me with . 

I was elected to the party conference, I received only one or two votes against. 

Why did Mirtskhulava need to inflate the facts and make a number of other accusations e ? For example, the head 
of the railway Ipatzef, who has worked for a long time, is slandered , Comrades Kaganovich and Beshchev know 
him very well and can talk about him . g 

Kaganovich. Good worker. 


Ketskhoveli. Mirtskhulava slandered h and by this he wants to save himself. His revenge 


- Beria . Mirtskhulava also uses this weapon skillfully. 
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and for some misdeeds. 


b tried to slander. (Here and further in Z. Ketskhoveli's speech, the words highlighted in bold were crossed out 
from the uncorrected transcript in the process of its preparation for printing and distribution to party 


organizations. — Comp.) 


c How did the party organization react: 


d delegate to the city party conference, and 


e to slander me and a number of other employees 


f Kiknadze 


g excellent. Comrades Kaganovich and Beshchev know him and can tell you what kind of worker he is. 


h others 


i Slander of others is a tactic to save one's own skin. Mirtskhulava wants to neutralize himself by slandering 


others, to show himself as pure. Revenge was Beria's weapon. He instilled it in his agents and protégés. 


It would be good for the Central Committee of the CPSU to take up the issue of the former Secretary of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of Georgia, Ignatoshvili, who is now under arrest, about whom Mirtskhulava 
spoke, as if he were a Menshevik, whose only guilt, it turns out, was that he wrote several letters to Comrade 


Stalin about the state of affairs in the republic, and not very pleasant for Beria. He was arrested. 


After April of this year, that is, after the Central Committee of the CPSU considered the case of the former 
Mingrelian nationalists and their arrival in Georgia, persecution of the so-called close people ( I emphasize, in 
quotation marks ) of Comrade Stalin began. It turns out that my guilt is that, having been several times at the 
Plenums of Comrade Stalin, he called me . I spoke about the state of affairs in Georgia, but since this accusation 
could not be brought directly, they are looking for ways to denigrate c . The Central Committee of the Party will 


look into the accusations brought against me and make a decision. 


In assessing the issue and documents on the so-called Mingrelian nationalists, it seems to me that it is permissible 
to ignore the fact that this case must be viewed in a new light. Comrade Stalin directed the party at the existing 
manifestations of nationalism that were developing into espionage. I believe that the inspiration of this, as Iam 
now sure, was Beria. Sharia and a number of responsible officials were Beria's agents. Comrade Stalin, in 
documents that the Presidium of the Central Committee recently cancelled at Beria's suggestion, pointed out the 
existence of a connection between Gegechkori and recidivists in the Soviet Union . Who then, immediately after 


Comrade Stalin , made the hasty decision to release those arrested in this case? Beria. 
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Iam not claiming that all those arrested were nationalists or residents or that there was some kind of organization, 
but among those arrested there were also people who were accused of major abuses. We need to look into this 
matter thoroughly, and I think it is wrong to reduce the whole matter to Beria's desire to appear popular. 

What actually happened? Firstly, obviously, no one really understood the matter, and in order to cover up the 
tracks, Beria himself reported it. Secondly, they released all those arrested , who, in addition to nationalism and 
espionage, were accused of major economic abuses and crimes. Bakradze also spoke about this. 

and _ at the reception 

at his call, I- as they say - 

from me. Obviously 

d Mingrelian, imperialist spy, American intelligence officer 

e residents 

f same 

g death 


h was 


and except, now I'm sure, interested 


j even those, 


Recently, Beria had been disposing of personnel from the Secretariat as he wanted, Shariy, about whom Comrade 
Molotov reported a . Comrade Mirtskhulava, Secretary of the Central Committee of Georgia, blindly and 
unquestioningly carried out Shariy's orders to remove undesirable workers and appoint people Beria needed. 


Maybe these are not nationalists b , but in any case this is a nasty thing. 


Comrade Malenkov reported to the Plenum of the Central Committee about Beria's betrayal and the decisions 
taken by the Presidium. The Plenum will approve these decisions unanimously. Comrade Khrushchev is right 
when he says that the Party and the people will regard these actions and decisions of the Central Committee as 


correct decisions that Lenin and Stalin would have taken in a similar situation. 
The Georgian people have been closely connected with the Russian people for centuries, and during the years of 


socialist construction they have proven their devotion and loyalty to the unbreakable friendship of the peoples of 


the Soviet Union. They will perceive the decision of the Central Committee on the issue of Beria's betrayal as a 
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victory of the Lenin-Stalin Central Committee in the struggle for the purity of the party, for the further 


strengthening of the Soviet system. 


and they disposed of personnel as they wished. Sharia, about whom Comrade Molotov spoke, dictated, 


b nationalism 


Khrushchev (chairman): Comrade Arutinov has the floor; comrade Andrei Andreevich Andreyev must prepare. 


Arutinov: I consider the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee to expose the adventurer Beria and 
arrest him to be the correct Leninist-Stalinist approach to assessing the actions of Beria, this careerist and a man 


who could by any means commit anything against the party, against the state in order to seize power. 


I haven't met Beria in recent years , 7-8 years, but when I was in Georgia, I worked during the period when Beria 
worked as Secretary of the Central Committee and Secretary of the Regional Party Committee. The traits that have 
emerged recently, when we learned in detail after the speeches of the Presidium members and after Comrade 
Malenkov's report, these traits had been evident in him before. This careerism, naked desire for power, he 
subordinated everything to this - his attitude to people, his attitude to personnel, his attitude to the leaders of the 
party and government, and the behavior that Comrade Voroshilov spoke about in relation to Sergo 


Ordzhonikidze in the last years of his life. 


Beria treated personnel exclusively from the point of view of using any person not for the interests of the party, 
but in order to advance himself higher in the leadership. He had the habit of being almost a sycophant in relation 
to leading comrades - to ministers or other workers who have access to the leadership and can put in a good word 
for him, he established sycophantic relations for the time being, until he uses the person, and then he begins to 


ridicule in unacceptable forms, laconically, in two or three words, in order to cool the political face of any leader. 


The question is raised as to how all the previously known features took such forms that no one noticed them, that 
is, they noticed them but did not take timely measures. In my opinion, one circumstance provides an explanation 
for this question - this is that the Central Committee quite correctly proclaimed the slogan of unity and cohesion 


both in the ranks of the party and, first of all, in the leading core of the party and the government. 


Our party organizations have accepted the appeal of the Central Committee with exceptional approval. It is 
precisely this absolutely correct appeal and the correct formulation of the question that can fill the great loss that 
we suffered after the death of Comrade Stalin. It seems to me that Beria wanted to use this situation from the point 
of view that, knowing that the question of unity, unanimity, solidarity is at the forefront, knowing that in this 
situation it is not so easy to break away or condemn, he used this situation and began to put his feet on the table, 


as is evident from the facts that were reported to us. 


On the other hand, from the point of view of party loyalty, it was precisely this situation that helped expose him. 


Everyone knows that he was afraid of Stalin, had been afraid of him for a long time, ever since he worked in 
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Georgia. After Stalin's death, he stopped taking everyone into account . I haven't seen him in recent years, haven't 
spoken to him, but from the documents that I read in the appendices to the Presidium minutes, I see that this 
man didn't take anyone into account, put his own self above all else, tried to put pressure on the party in order to 


take a certain position. 


Knowing his careerist traits, when I read these documents, I was overcome with fear. I was also overcome with 
fear on Red Square when Beria spoke second. Then I thought that if he ends up in the leading troika, he will 
definitely reach for power. He has no party affiliation, no principles in his actions, just as he never had such 
devotion to Stalin as he tried to portray by publishing the book. Comrade Molotov was right here that this book 


was not compiled by him, it is not his study of the Transcaucasian organizations and the history of our party. 


He hasn't read a single book. How could he, without the ability to approach the party archives, raise these 
documents? Many people working in Georgia know that Beria and the renegade, the well-known Menshevik in 
Georgia, Pavel Sakharulidze, participated there 90 . I don't know why this is being discussed, but the Georgian 
comrades don't talk about it. That's who authored this book. (Animation in the hall.) The archives were raised 
earlier than our central institutions could have raised them. That's the story of this book. The book was published 
for the purpose of a career. He achieved recognition that Beria was one of the Stalinists in the Transcaucasian 
organizations, who was the first to see the role of Comrade Stalin. How can one slander like that, but he achieved 
it. 


Regarding some personnel. It is known that Beria, being a non-party man, being unprincipled, was a real ataman. 
He approached personnel from the point of view of personal loyalty to him. He did not recognize, did not respect 
even a drop of party loyalty in a person. He could ruin anyone. It is known how many good personnel were killed 
in Georgia in 1937 because many did not recognize him. It seems to me that in many places such personnel were 
seated who were not party members, who were personally loyal to him. Why he did this, we know now. 
Therefore, from the point of view of drawing lessons from this great event and from the point of view of helping 


to carry out the work, it is necessary to carefully study the personnel in some areas . 


Shatalin. Tell me. 


Arutinov: I can't say that. It was discussed here. It's about the Ministry of Internal Affairs, it's about some 


Transcaucasian workers. 


Voices. Correct. 


Arutinov: I do not consider myself an outsider in the republic, but I draw conclusions from the speeches of 


Georgian comrades. 


Voices. Correct. 
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Arutinov: Comrades, I will not drag this out for long. I recalled the period in which I was aware of the matter and 
what anti-Party traits he displayed then . And I must say that now the Presidium of the Central Committee can 
be firmly confident that the entire Party will support this decision of the Central Committee of the Party, which 
will be made today or tomorrow, and that the Party organizations of Transcaucasia and the workers of the 
Transcaucasian republics will unanimously approve and will rally their ranks even more closely around the 


Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee and our Soviet government. (Applause.) 
Khrushchev. Comrade Andrei Andreevich Andreev has the floor. Comrade Tevosyan, get ready. 


Andreev: Comrades, I think it was right that our Presidium did not limit itself to a simple report, but decided to 
conduct a thorough discussion on the Beria case in order to reveal the real face of this enemy, his goals, his tactics, 


and to draw all the necessary lessons from this. 


Beria is an unusual type of enemy that our party has had to deal with, and he used unusual tactics that the party 


has encountered before in its fight against enemies. 


It is true that he was (yesterday Comrade Zavenyagin, speaking, spoke about this), he was rude, cynical, treated 
people badly, not well , but this would be too simple an explanation of the face of this enemy. It seems to me that 
from those very clear, sufficiently exhaustive reports that Comrade Malenkov made in the report, and the 
speeches of the members of the Presidium, it is clear that in the person of Beria we had an old provocateur, which 
he undoubtedly was long before his arrival in Moscow , before his transfer to Moscow. It is obvious that his 
literary work , which was so extolled for some time, was only an approach to the beginning of his broad hostile 


work. So he is an old provocateur, an old adventurer. 


also do not agree with comrade Zavenyagin that he was a narrow-minded person. No, comrades, we should not 
underestimate. He was a smart, very clever enemy, otherwise he would have been exposed long ago, but look 
how long he held out. And then it is clear that he is a seasoned political enemy of international scale, an agent of 


the imperialists. I think there is no doubt about this, he was not alone. 
Voices. Correct. 


Andreyev. If he could not have a more or less large number of his supporters in our country, he certainly relied 
on some force, and this force pushed him, equipped him, dictated. He was certainly an international agent of the 
imperialists. And I think that all the sinews must be sucked out of him so that there would be a clear picture of 
his relations with foreign countries, then a great deal will be revealed to us. We still do not know everything about 
him, therefore, we must reveal all aspects of his hostile work. But even now, from what the comrades, members 
of the Presidium, have said, it is clear that he had a plan, developed, of course, not by him alone, but dictated by 


his masters, for the liquidation of the Soviet system in our country. Of course, he had such a plan. 


What was Beria's plan? Unlike what the enemies had carried out before, this plan was somewhat different . To 


split our party is a hopeless endeavor, proven in practice. To use terror, to incapacitate individual leaders, is also 
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a proven endeavor in the sense that the party will unite even more after this. By this I do not mean that the enemies 
have abandoned terror, they will carry out terror. Beria's plan in this sense differed from the plan of the traitors 


to the Soviet people, the former enemies. As is now clear, what was this plan ? 


First, to gain Comrade Stalin's trust at all costs. This is the main key to his activities, because once you have 
Comrade Stalin's trust, you can do anything. And so he tried to gain Comrade Stalin's trust in every possible way. 
Did he achieve this? Of course, he did. This is the first huge harm that was done. Here the comrades were saying 


that Comrade Stalin had such a weakness. Comrade Stalin is a great man, but he had such a weakness - gullibility. 


This means that he had a plan, first of all, to gain Comrade Stalin’s trust, and he achieved this. 


The second task that he had in his plan was to break the Bolshevik core. You know that all our enemies have long 
been trying to somehow shake, break the Bolshevik core. And Beria, obviously, set this task as the main task - to 


break the Bolshevik core, to undermine the trust of individual leaders in Comrade Stalin, to sow discord. 


Has he achieved anything in this regard? He has certainly achieved something. 


Here comrade Voroshilov spoke about comrade Ordzhonikidze. He was the most honest, noblest Bolshevik, and 


there is no doubt that he became a victim of Beria's intrigues... 


Voice. Correct. 


Andreev ... died prematurely at the hands of this intriguer and enemy. He destroyed Ordzhonikidze, put him out 


of action. 


Further. All of us, old Chekists, and new ones too, know what a warm friendship there was between Comrade 
Stalin and Comrade Molotov. We had a good friendship, we were all happy about this situation. But then Beria 
appeared in Moscow — and everything changed radically, Comrade Stalin’s relations with Comrade Molotov 
completely deteriorated. Comrade Molotov began to be subjected to undeserved attacks from Comrade Stalin. 
Obviously, Beria succeeded in undermining Comrade Stalin’s trust in Comrade Molotov. This was, of course, his 


serious achievement. 

Let's take other facts about comrade Malenkov. Beria knew that comrade Stalin trusted comrade Malenkov 
completely and fully, considered him his friend. And so Beria needed to incite comrade Malenkov. Pretending to 
be a friend, in fact he cleverly concocted the case of Shakhurin and Novikov, not he personally, of course, but he 
was in charge of the state security organs. This was certainly done by Beria. 


Voices. Correct. 


Andreev. It is known that during the difficult years of transport restoration and during the war, Comrade 


Kaganovich did a lot for the successful operation of transport. Everyone also knows how Beria sought patronage 
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over transport, how Comrade Kaganovich was relieved of transport and Khrulyov, who understands nothing 


about transport issues, was put in his place. 


Let's take this question. Everyone knows who Voroshilov is , what his specific weight is in our party, and everyone 
knows about the close friendship between Comrade Stalin and Voroshilov. With the appearance of Beria, the 
situation changes completely, the friendship is broken, Comrade Voroshilov is erased , in fact, for some time 


without work . This was the work of Beria. 
Voroshilov. He worked and worked. 


Andreyev: The same can be said about other members of the Politburo, for example, Khrushchev, Mikoyan, who 
were also subjected to great attacks. I want to say by this, comrades, that he tried in every way to ensure that all 
members of the Politburo were marked, that they had spots, but he was clean. And in fact, look, you can’t bring 
anything against him — he’s clean. (Laughter in the hall.) It was a subtle calculation. I think that this should be 
viewed as a new method of work by the enemies. Previously, they went more or less head-on, our enemies had 
donkey’s backs , they had some opposition, but he had nothing . Only recently, on the German question, has his 
degeneration shown itself. He has implemented the new tactics of the enemies — to be a loyal comrade, and to do 


his dirty work. 


This means to put individual leaders out of action, to disorganize the leadership, to destroy the friendship that 
had developed in the core of our party, to undermine Comrade Stalin's trust in individual members of the 
Politburo, this means to undermine their trust in the country as well - this, in fact, was his task. He succeeded in 


some things for a time, but he was unable to achieve his goal. 


We see this very well at the present Plenum when our leading core of Bolsheviks is stronger and more unanimous 
than ever. (Applause.) The enemies have always aimed to destroy this core, like an atomic core, but it did not 
work, all the efforts of the enemies remained in vain. The core of our party has proven stronger than the core of 


any atom, it cannot be destroyed. 


That's one plan. Beria's next move, as is evident from all the materials, was to disrupt the work of the government, 
the Council of Ministers. Many ministers, deputies, former and current, who are present here, know that with 
Beria's appearance in the Council of Ministers, and especially when he began to chair, the situation changed 
dramatically. A thorough discussion of issues became the exception, and a conveyor belt became the rule. 40-50 
questions were planned, pre-prepared proposals were read out, and the questions were submitted to the 
commission. I must say that although I no longer had good health - and before that I had been fine - I sometimes 
wanted to express my thoughts. No way! He cuts me off. Question for the commission. What 's there to argue 


about? 


As a result, endless red tape of important issues in the Council of Ministers was deliberately organized - I am 


convinced of this - deliberately organized. Only those issues that were personally reported by individual members 
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of the Politburo to Comrade Stalin were dealt with quickly. The remaining issues were left lying around for 


months without being resolved. 


This was a conscious, subversive, disorganizing work of government bodies. This was a new tactic of the enemy 


to disorganize the work of our government. 


What else did the enemy try to do to strike at the Soviet system and the party? To sow discord between peoples. 
But this is a very difficult task. Beria did not dare to do this during Comrade Stalin's life, and if he did, he did it 
very carefully. And only when Comrade Stalin was gone, he subtly and cleverly carried out this vile business 
through his notes on Western Ukraine, Belarus, and the Baltic republics. But, as you can see, he failed to do this, 


like many other things. 


Now, after the death of Comrade Stalin, it is clear that he began to force his way to power, and, probably, he was 
rushed, as Comrade Voroshilov correctly said, and he became even more insolent. What he did not dare to do 
during Comrade Stalin's life, he began to do after his death, he began to discredit the name of Comrade Stalin, to 
cast a shadow on the greatest man after Lenin. In fact, the appearance of Chekist materials in the minutes of the 
Presidium on Doctors , where the shadow of credulity in crimes is cast on Comrade Stalin's name - after all, this 


is his business. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreev: He did it deliberately, to bury the name of Comrade Stalin, to settle accounts with him. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreev: I have no doubt that under his pressure, soon after the death of Comrade Stalin, all mention of Comrade 


Stalin suddenly disappears from the press. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreyev: This is a disgrace to the party . They were overzealous before, this name was repeated hundreds of 
times in every article , and then suddenly it disappeared. What is this? I think it is his hand, his influence, he has 
frightened some people . The question of the personality cult has appeared out of nowhere. What kind of question 
is this? This question was answered long ago in Marxist literature, it has been answered in life, millions of people 
know the significance of a personality that leads a movement, they know the significance of a genius at the head 


of a movement, and then the question of the personality cult has appeared out of nowhere. This is his doing. 


From the Presidium, Comrade Voroshilov. Correct. 


Andreev. He wanted to bury the name of Comrade Stalin, and not only the name of Comrade Stalin, but also to 


slow down the people's acquaintance with Comrade Stalin's successor, Comrade Malenkov. 
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Voices from the audience: Correct. 

Malenkov: We are all successors, comrade Stalin does not have one successor. 

Andreev: After all, you are the Chairman of the Council of Ministers. 

Voices from the audience: Correct. (Loud applause.) 

Andreyev: I believe that it was not without his influence that the decision was made, which we read in the minutes, 
about holding the demonstration without portraits, not hanging portraits 91 . Why? On what basis? The people 
should know their leaders by their portraits, by their speeches. It was the wrong decision. 

From the Presidium, Comrade Voroshilov. Wrong decision . 

Andreev: It was a concession to the enemy. 

From the Presidium, Comrade Kaganovich. Andrei Andreevich, this decision has been cancelled. (Loud 


applause.) 


Andreev: This was, comrades, a subtle, clever game to clear the way for oneself, to begin to undermine the 


foundations of Leninism and the teachings of Comrade Stalin. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreev: In this respect he is very similar to Tito. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreyev. He has a past, fought under the banner of the Communist Party, etc. But in reality he liquidated 
everything and became a fascist. They have common tactics to a certain extent, and it will be dictated by the new 


tactics of our enemies. 


Of course, comrades, people will ask how this fits together, everyone had the idea that Beria was doing great 
work, but turned out to be such a scoundrel. But the fact is that the enemy, in order not to expose himself, is forced 
to do useful work for us, that he was forced to do useful work, they used him, otherwise he would disappear in 
no time, and especially in our Soviet conditions, where thousands, millions of eyes watch an individual. Of course, 
he did great work at times, but it was camouflage work, and that was the difficulty of exposing him. He created 
an aura that he was doing great work during the war, etc., blackmailed with the name of Comrade Stalin. It was 


difficult to expose him. 
I'll stop here, I've dragged out my speech, I apologize. 
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How will this be understood by the party and the people? In my opinion, well. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreev: Firstly , because Beria has no roots either in the party or in the people. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreyev: I am deeply convinced of this. The exposure and arrest of such a venerable, dangerous enemy will be 
regarded within the country and by our friends abroad as a major victory for us (stormy applause) and as a very 


serious defeat for the imperialist camp. (Applause.) 


I have no doubt that everyone will say: this is a truly Leninist-Stalinist leadership, which did not lose its head, but 


acted decisively, as befits Leninists and Stalinists. (Stormy applause.) 


Khrushchev: Comrade Tevosyan has the floor. Comrade Baibakov, get ready. 


Tevosyan: Comrades, the facts presented in Comrade Malenkov's report and in the speeches of the members of 
the Presidium of the Central Committee and the members of the Central Committee have sufficiently fully 
revealed the true face of the man who, to our shame, was at the head of the party for many years. Now no one 
has any doubt that in Beria we are dealing with a notorious adventurer, an international provocateur, an enemy 
of the people, a completely morally degenerate man who, having infiltrated the party by unknown means, 
directed all his energy, all his activity, towards moving up, right up to the leadership of the state. His goal was to 
become a dictator surrounded by obedient executors, and his political program, as his actions show, especially in 
recent months, consisted in renouncing the gains of the October Socialist Revolution, the gains of our party 
achieved under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin during the years of socialist construction, the gains won with 


the blood of millions of workers and peasants. 


His program was to create a bourgeois state system that would please the Eisenhower's, Churchill’s and Tito’s. 


To achieve his goals, he methodically and skillfully, like a spy, wove a web of all sorts of intrigues, sweeping away 


from his path all those who interfered with him, and did not disdain any means in doing so. 

Comrade Molotov correctly noted that with the arrival of Beria in Moscow, when he joined the Politburo and then 
became Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers, the situation in the Central Committee and the Council of 
Ministers changed dramatically. 

Observing the changes in this situation in the Council of Ministers, being at work as a minister and for some time 


as deputy. Chairman of the Council of Ministers, much was then incomprehensible to me, and not only to me, but 
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also to other colleagues. We understood these actions as coming from the Politburo, from comrade Stalin. Now 


all this looks completely different. 


Proceeding from his long-range policy, Beria managed to skillfully disunite the leading core of the Central 
Committee, the closest students and associates of Lenin and Comrade Stalin. Collegiality in the leadership 
gradually began to disappear. Intrigues, incitement and slander against a number of members of the Politburo 
and members of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers were carried out at their meetings. I mean comrades 
Molotov, Voroshilov, Mikoyan, Shvernik. Proceeding from the fact that the darker the night, the brighter the stars, 
Beria drove and scourged d all those who prevented him from advancing to the leading role. With the death of 
Comrade Stalin, he decided to force the events. For these purposes, in order to exalt himself, his name, Beria began 
to blacken the name of Comrade Stalin, a name sacred to all our party members e,, to all our people f . The question 
arises - why did he need to repeatedly emphasize in the notes of the Ministry of Internal Affairs on the case of 
doctors and workers of Georgia, sent at his insistence to all party organizations, that the beating of those arrested 


was carried out on the direct orders of Comrade Stalin. 

I would like to draw attention to what comrade Andreyev also pointed out, that after the death of comrade Stalin, 
the name of comrade Stalin gradually began to disappear from the press. It was with pain in my soul that I had 
to read comrade Stalin's statements without reference to the author. 

Yesterday, from Comrade Kaganovich’'s speech, we learned that this scoundrel Beria objected to naming Comrade 
Stalin along with Marx, Engels, and Lenin when speaking about the teachings that guide our party. That's what 
this scoundrel has come to. The name of our teacher Comrade Stalin will forever remain in the hearts of our party 
members and the entire people, and no Beria will be able to tear it from our hearts. (Applause.) 


Voices. Correct. 


Tevosyan. During the life of Comrade Stalin, Beria did everything to rule in the Council of Ministers. After the 


war, the Council of Ministers ceased to be a collegial body and almost never met g . 

a The word “accepted” has been inserted. Here and further in the speeches of I. Tevosyan and N. Baibakov, the 
footnotes on each page contain the text inserted into the uncorrected transcript during its preparation for printing 
and distribution to party organizations. The words highlighted in bold have been crossed out. — Comp. 


pb By intrigues, incitement, and slander 


c were relegated to the background 
d defiled and soiled 


and us, communists, 


f Comrade Andreev already spoke about this 
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g was not convened 


Beria tried to keep the ministers, as they say, in the fear of God. Endless shouts, threats to fire them, reprimand 


them, bring them to trial - this is the set of words in his speeches to the ministers. 


Voices. Correct. 


Tevosyan. Here is a set of words in his speeches addressed to the ministers. 


Voroshilov: Correct. 


Tevosyan. And not only comrade Voroshilov saw him in a dream, he poisoned the lives and undermined the 
health of many leading workers. The late Vakhrushev in the last days of his life before his heart attack in a personal 
conversation told me about his difficult experiences caused by the rude, boorish attitude towards him of Beria - 


this notorious sadist. 


He did not consider ministers and heads of regional party and soviet bodies to be political and state figures. He 
considered them to be mere servants who had to blindly follow his instructions. When deciding issues in the 
Council of Ministers, he approached them not from the interests of the state, but from his personal career and vile 
intentions. Comrade Khrushchev had already said how agricultural issues were decided: according to the 


principle - the worse, the better. 


I can give a number of examples that show that he tried to ruin, sabotage, and delay decisions on a whole series 
of measures that were vitally important for our state, for its defense, and that came not from Beria but from other 
members of our leadership. But he pushed through things that contributed to his career, that were connected with 
his name and with the areas of work that he personally supervised, regardless of whether these measures caused 


damage to other industries, despite the significant objections of ministers, and contrary to common sense. 


I will give one example. Knowing that Comrade Stalin, in order to increase the production of fertilizers for 
agriculture, was very interested in the problem of using the huge reserves of apatite on the Kola Peninsula and 
the complex use of the resulting nepheline concentrates for the production of alumina - aluminum raw materials, 
soda, potash and cement, Beria presented Comrade Stalin with a note and a draft resolution prepared by him and 
his staff, bypassing Gosplan, without involving Gosplan and the leadership of the relevant ministries. The 
branches of industry engaged in the production of fertilizers, aluminum and cement were not subordinate to him 
and were under the jurisdiction of other members of the Presidium. The issue was presented, as they say, ina 
large plan, criticizing the ministries and Gosplan. There were serious objections to the project from chemists and 
flower growers. They proposed a different geographic location for the production of fertilizers, alumina, cement, 
and soda with the same volumes of production of apatite concentrates and were against concentrating all this 


production on the Kola Peninsula as economically unprofitable and technically incorrect. Instead of examining 
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these issues on their merits, Beria achieved a government decision in 1950 to build a large chemical plant on the 


Kola Peninsula 92 . This same decision reprimanded a number of ministers. 


And so, only a few days had passed since Comrade Stalin's funeral, when suddenly Beria proposed, along with 
other construction projects, to stop building this plant on the Kola Peninsula. Now it became clear why this whole 
thing had been started. He needed all this for his career, he was not at all interested in developing the production 
of fertilizers and aluminum. He needed to show Comrade Stalin that only he was his loyal and dependable guide 
to the implementation of his ideas, and that others, on the contrary, were sabotaging, that only he thought and 


cared about the interests of the state, in order to further strengthen Comrade Stalin's trust in him. 


And now Comrade Stalin is gone, and this adventurer immediately seeks to have the decision on the Kola apatites 


cancelled. 


Comrade Khrushchev is absolutely right when he speaks about Beria's dark past. The entire period from his entry 
into the party in 1917 to the Sovietization of Azerbaijan - April 1920 - is completely dark. Having entered the party 
in March 1917, for some reason he needed to go to the Romanian front, while revolutionary life was seething and 


boiling in Baku. 


Mikoyan: Then we returned to Baku from the front. 


Tevosyan: They were returning to Baku from the front, and he went to the Romanian front when revolutionary 


life was seething in Baku and the Bolsheviks were preparing to seize power. 


I can testify that what is said in his biography about the period of the Baku underground, that he allegedly led a 
cell of technicians from the beginning of 1919 to April 1920 and helped other cells, is completely fictitious. I was 
with the secretary of the underground district committee and I did not know him as a leader from the beginning 
of 1919. From the entire period of my work in Baku until March 1921, I vaguely remember one meeting at the end 
of 1919, when, on the recommendation of the Baku Committee, he was sent to be attached to a cell of the Baku 
Technical School. 


Comrades, I am sure that his provocative work in the party began long ago - from the first days or from the period 
from which he considers himself a member of the party. We are fortunate that the Presidium of the Central 
Committee courageously and promptly, as befits the faithful disciples of Lenin and Stalin, tore this scum away 
from the body of the party. History will never forget this feat of comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov, and 
Bulganin! (Prolonged applause.) 


The lessons that our party must learn from this matter are clearly formulated in the final part of Comrade 


Malenkov’s report. 


Now our party, united even more closely around the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee of the party, will march 


in united ranks along the path outlined by Lenin and Stalin - to communism. (Prolonged applause.) 
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and. as his biography says 

b on behalf of the Baku Committee 

cin that period 

d city district party committee 

e cells 

f one of the executives 

Khrushchev: Comrade Baibakov has the floor. 

Baibakov: Comrades, for the third day now, at the Plenum of the Central Committee of our party, facts have been 
presented that reveal the disgusting face of Beria, a political adventurer and careerist who wormed his way into 
leadership. 

In connection with the exposure of this adventurer, I would like to add, in addition to the comrades who spoke, 
some facts from Beria’s activities. 

I completely and entirely agree with the assessment given to the adventurer Beria by Comrades Malyshev, 
Zavenyagin and other comrades, in terms of Beria’s attitude towards people and towards resolving production 


issues. 


Rudeness, arrogance, mockery of people, humiliation of human dignity - these are the characteristic features of 


the behavior of this decomposed person. 

Having known Beria from working together for over 10 years, I do not remember a single case where a 
conversation on the phone or at a personal meeting took place in calm tones. Asa rule, he liked to express himself 
with obscene words, insulting with words like: "I'll break your legs", "I'll break your ribs", "I'll put you in jail", 
"you'll go to a camp", "T'll knock you off the tower you climbed ", and so on. (Laughter in the hall.) 

Voice: From which tower? 

Baibakov: He called the ministerial post a tower. 

Unfortunately, such epithets were directed not only at the Minister of Oil Industry or his deputies, but also at 


other ministers and senior officials, regardless of their age or position. As a rule, after such conversations, you are 


driven not by inspiration for work, but by fear for tomorrow. 
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All our major initiative questions, as a rule, met with discontent, since they did not come from him, and, as a rule, 
in these cases some quibbles were found, and the document was returned to the ministry for so-called correction 
and revision. Thus, a new document was sent to him, beginning with the words: "In connection with your 


instruction ..." or "On your instructions ...". Only such documents were accepted by him for consideration. 


a, lining 


b which you are sitting" 


The double-dealer Beria was greatly indignant when I tried to send letters to Comrade Stalin or a number of other 
leading officials of the Central Committee or the Council of Ministers. He could not tolerate it when secretaries of 
regional party committees, secretaries of central committees of republican communist parties addressed Comrade 
Stalin with complaints about shortcomings in the work of the oil industry. But usually I got it. Particularly strong 
epithets were poured out through me over the phone to the leaders of party or Soviet organizations of regions or 


republics. 


I cannot say that he did not resolve issues. That would be wrong. But these issues were resolved, as a rule, ina 
tense atmosphere, rudely and tactlessly. Comrade Zavenyagin was right when he said that Beria resolved issues 
mainly in an official manner or by phone, without a careful personal study of the issue with the summoning of 
interested persons. As a rule, Beria rarely received people and listened to our requests and proposals. Suffice it to 
say that we ended up in his office 5-6 times a year, and over the past six months I have been to him only twice on 
the same assignment. It must be said that we ourselves were not eager to catch his eye (laughter), since we knew 


that we would leave the office staggering or broken. 


Beria is a real double-dealer and hypocrite. For him, nothing is sacred, nothing is an authority for him. 


I would like to dwell on one fact that characterizes Beria in this regard. In February of this year, he summoned 
me and gave me the order to explore and organize oil fields in the northern part of the Caspian Sea, and he said 


that this was a matter of great importance and that Comrade Stalin was personally interested in it. 


We completed this work and submitted proposals for preliminary consideration to Beria. As expected, I was 
reprimanded for the work I had done and ordered to redo the measures in the direction of a sharp increase in 
work in the area I had indicated. At the same time, he agitated for the need to develop oil production in offshore 


areas. 
Finally, an option was presented that suited the adventurer Beria. However, this project was not presented to 
Comrade Stalin due to his death. Literally 5-6 days after Comrade Stalin's death, a phone call rang. He literally 
said the following with a broken voice: "To hell with Stalin's adventurist plan. Throw away or burn all the 
documents on oil exploration in the Caspian Sea," and hung up. (Indignation in the hall.) 


a to the managers 
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Voice from the audience: We should have informed the Central Committee. 


Baibakov: Unfortunately, such vile expressions about Comrade Stalin were often made after that, right up to the 
meeting of the Presidium where the issue of reducing construction projects was discussed. I remember well when 
Beria addressed Comrade Kozlov with the following words: this is an adventure - landscaping and other issues, 
I immediately order you to present a project to stop all these things. Each such decision that was made by the 
Central Committee, he called in the presence of many people adventurous affairs and so on. This was no secret. 
And it seems to me that the comrades sitting here can confirm when such words came out of the mouth of this 
provocateur and scoundrel, and we, unfortunately, all silently passed by such facts. 

During Comrade Stalin’s life, the double-dealer Beria was afraid of him, curried favor with him, and did not enter 


into polemics with him on issues on which he did not agree. 


Beria often wrote notes to Comrade Stalin about the possibility of increasing oil production in certain regions, 
which, in my opinion, was not necessary, and all these issues could have been resolved with annual plans. Beria 
was especially active in issues of increasing oil production in Tatarstan and Bashkiria, as a result of which a five- 
year plan for the development of the oil industry was presented, which envisaged, as you know, an increase in 
oil production over five years by almost two times, that is, by 85 percent, and in terms of increasing refining 
capacity - by two or more times 93 . The oil industry will ensure this growth, although this is associated with a 
great overstrain of forces. However, I must say that this was done not to meet the needs of the national economy, 


but for Beria's careerist purposes. 


Comrade Stalin, in his speech to voters in February 1946, 94 defined the paths of development of the national 
economy, including the oil industry, stating that at least three five-year plans would be needed to bring oil 
production to 60 million tons. Thus, it was assumed that oil production of 60 million tons would be achieved in 
1960. However, in the course of implementing the plan, the post-war five-year plan, as a result of the discovery of 
a number of major oil fields, the Ministry considered it possible to propose extracting the said 60 million tons in 
1955, that is, 5 years earlier than the date indicated by Comrade Stalin. At the same time, according to the 
calculations of the State Planning Committee, the indicated figure for oil production fully corresponded to the 
needs of the national economy and the accumulation of the corresponding reserve, and the State Planning 
Committee agreed with our plan in its outlines. Comrade Saburov remembers this well when we discussed the 


new plan of 70-75 million tons. 


However, our argument that Gosplan considered it necessary to establish a plan for oil production of more than 
60 million tons for 1955 only led to him scolding Gosplan employees, calling them donkeys. It must be said that 
he did not recognize Gosplan at all, ignored it and submitted his plans to the government, and Gosplan essentially 
only formalized them. As a result, although the oil industry is currently fulfilling the planned rates of growth in 


oil production, this is due to the infringement of the normal organization of the fields. 
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a landscaping is an adventure, imagine immediately 

b Many decisions that were previously made 

cwe 

d he has 
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We have huge losses of gas and a lag in sealing of fields; a lag in housing construction. The construction of 
residential buildings in the regions of Tatarstan is carried out mainly at the expense of prefabricated wooden 
houses, since construction does not have the necessary base. There is a lag in the construction of oil refineries. 

A disproportion has arisen in meeting the needs of the oil industry in a number of materials and equipment. The 
shortage of pipes and sheet metal is especially noticeable. Serious assistance is now needed in resolving a number 
of issues related to meeting the plan outlined in the five-year plan and approved by the 19th Congress . 

I do not want comrades to understand me in such a way that I used this speech to draw attention once again to 
the oil industry and to help its further development. (Animation in the hall.) I am not saying this for this purpose. 
The oil industry has the potential to increase this production ; the reserves that have been prepared as a result of 
the discovery of oil fields make it possible to increase the production of the oil industry . 

However, ensuring this rise will require enormous expenditures and overexertion, and everything that we will 
extract, a significant share of the oil that will be extracted in 1955, will go entirely to storage, will, as they say, lie 
there for a long time, since the country's need for the needs of the national economy, for current consumption, is 
significantly lower than the figures determined by the decision of H. Kaganovich. And there is nowhere to store 


it, there are not enough capacities. 


Baibakov. Now the question of building a storage facility has arisen. We must build j twice as many storage 


facilities as we have made in 801 years. 


a due to construction delays 


b big 


c for the construction of capital buildings is not yet available 


d five-year plan 


e CPSU 
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f in 70 million tons 


g provide a solution to this problem 


h forces, whereas in 1955, with full provision of the national economy with oil products, we will be forced to put 


into reserve an excessively large quantity of oil products and waste them 

iam sharp 

j in the current five-year period 

k with a bit more 

| previous 

I believe that the exposure of the traitor Beria will improve the situation in resolving a number of serious, major 
issues of industry and the entire national economy. The great deed that the Presidium of the Central Committee 
did by arresting and imprisoning the traitor Beria will only meet with approval among the working masses, 
among our population, since our masses will know that this decision is aimed at strengthening and solidifying 
the ranks of our party, leading us to new victories, to the victory of communism. (Applause.) 

and in total 

b they 

Khrushchev: Comrades, a proposal has been made to end the discussion of the report here. 

Voices. Correct. 

Khrushchev: There will be no other proposals? 

Voices. No. 

Khrushchev: 24 comrades out of 46 who signed up spoke. 

Voices. Stop. 

Khrushchev: The question is clear. Apparently, no vote is required. 


Voices. No. 
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Khrushchev: No one demands continuation of the debate, the comrades unanimously agree to end the debate. 


Voices. Correct. 


Khrushchev. The commission will report its proposals to the Plenum on Monday. We will continue our work on 


Monday, hold a meeting of the Plenum at 8 o'clock and hear the commission there. Are there any other proposals? 


Voices. No. 


Khrushchev: There is a proposal to hear the 2nd question now. Are there any objections? 


Voices. No. 


Khrushchev: Comrade Voroshilov has the floor to make a report. 


Voroshilov: The chairman very loudly calls my speech a report, and I will have a short sentence for 3 minutes. 


The Presidium of the Central Committee submits to the Plenum of the Central Committee the question of 
convening the next session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. It is proposed to convene the session in the second 
half of this year. The following questions are submitted for consideration by the session: firstly, approval of the 
state budget of the USSR for 1953 and approval of the execution of the state budget for 1951 and 1952. The state 
budget of the USSR for 1953 has been reviewed by the Council of Ministers of the USSR and is submitted to the 
session of the Supreme Soviet for approval . There are still several days left before the session for the work of the 
budget commissions of both chambers of the Supreme Soviet. Thus, this question will be fully prepared by the 


time the session opens. 


Furthermore, by decision of the Central Committee, comrade Safonov was relieved of his duties as the Prosecutor 
General of the USSR. In his place, comrade Rudenko, the former prosecutor of Ukraine, is designated as the 
Prosecutor General 95 . The appointment of the Prosecutor General of the USSR is carried out in accordance with 
the Constitution of the USSR by the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, therefore it is necessary to also include this issue 


in the agenda of the session. 


In addition, it is intended to submit for approval to the session the following decrees adopted by the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR: on the formation of the Ministry of Medium Machine Building of the USSR, 
on the appointment of ministers of the USSR and the chairman of the State Planning Committee , on the election 


of members of the Supreme Court of the USSR. 
It is also necessary to make editorial changes to Article 126 of the USSR Constitution, which follow from the 


decisions of the 19th Party Congress on changing the name of the party and on changes to the Charter of the All- 
Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks). 
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This is the entire so-called report, it boils down to the fact that I ask you to accept my proposal (animation in the 
hall). 


Khrushchev: There is a proposal to accept the message of comrade Voroshilov . 


Votes. Accept. 


Khrushchev: There will be no objections? 


Voices. No. 


Khrushchev. Accepted. 


Comrades, let us conclude the Plenum meeting here and schedule the next meeting for Monday at 8 o’clock in the 


evening in this same hall. 


MEETING OF JULY 7 


Daytime session 


Bulganin: Comrades, are there any objections to continuing the work of the Plenum? Have you read the 


resolution? 

Voices. Read. 

Bulganin: Then we proceed to the third question on the agenda. Comrade Khrushchev has the floor. 
Khrushchev: Comrades, we have adopted a decision of the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party to remove comrade Ignatiev from the membership of the Central Committee 96 . Remember, everyone, it is 


necessary to report to the voyagers in detail. 


There is a proposal to now reconsider this issue and reinstate Comrade Ignatiev as a member of the Central 


Committee . 


Voices. Correct. 


Khrushchev: Because this was also done on the basis of a well-known slander, and now this matter needs to be 


reviewed and corrected. 


Votes: No objections. 
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Bulganin: Allow me to vote on Comrade Khrushchev's proposal. 


I vote. Those who are for this motion, please raise your hands. Please lower your hands. Those who are against? 
No. Abstain? No. Adopted unanimously. 

Khrushchev: Comrades, there is a proposal to transfer from candidate member of the Central Committee to 
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Comrade Georgy Konstantinovich 
Zhukov. 


Voices. Correct. 


Bulganin: Comrades, I voted for the first proposal and said: "Comrade Khrushchev's proposal." This is the 


proposal of the Presidium of the Central Committee. The same in this case. 


Those who are for this proposal of the Presidium of the Central Committee, please raise your hands. Please lower 


them. Those who are against? No. Those who abstain? No. Adopted unanimously. 

Khrushchev. A proposal is made to remove Goglidze and Kobulov from the list of candidates for membership in 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and to expel them from the party for hostile 
activity against the party and the state. 


Voices. Correct. 


Bulganin: I vote for this proposal of the Presidium. Those who are for this proposal, please raise your hands. 


Please lower your hands. Who is against? No. Abstained? No. Adopted unanimously. 


So, the third question is exhausting. Let's return to the first question. Comrade Malenko 97 is given the floor for 
the final word . 


Bulganin: Comrades, let us proceed to examine the draft resolution prepared by the Plenum commission. The text 


of the resolution has been distributed to the members of the Plenum. 


Are there any comrades who would like to speak out and express their opinion on the project? No. 


There is a motion to vote - to accept the resolution as a basis. No objections? No. 

I vote. Those who are in favor of accepting the draft resolution developed by the Plenum commission as a basis, 
please raise your hands. Please lower your hands. Who is against? Are there any abstentions? The resolution was 
adopted unanimously. (Applause.) 

The resolution of the Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU on the criminal anti-party and anti-state 


actions of Beria was adopted by this Plenum in complete unanimity and unanimously. (Applause.) 
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What amendments are there, comrades? 


Voices. No. 


Bulganin: I vote for the resolution as a whole. Those who are in favor of adopting the resolution of the Plenum of 
the Central Committee on Beria's criminal anti-party and anti-state actions as a whole, please raise your hands. 


Please lower your hands. Who is against? Are there any abstentions? No. (Applause.) 


The resolution was adopted unanimously. (Applause.) 


This, comrades, concludes the work of the Plenum. I declare the meeting of the Plenum closed. 


1 In accordance with the procedure that existed in the Central Committee of the CPSU, the stenographic record 
was edited after the end of the plenum. What actually happened at the party forums was carefully hidden from 
society and ordinary members of the Communist Party, and was presented to the party nomenklatura in a 
prepared form under the heading "Top Secret”. The stenographic record of the speeches, properly processed, was 
printed in the typographic method as a stenographic report of the plenum, intended for distribution to members 
of the Central Committee, candidates for membership in the Central Committee and members of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU, as well as to the regional committees, territorial committees, and central committees of 
the Communist Parties of the Union Republics. In addition to the editorial commission elected at the plenum, this 


work was also carried out by the staff of the general department of the Central Committee of the CPSU. 


The falsification of what was happening at the plenum began already at the first stage of preparing the verbatim 
report, when the authors of the speeches edited the uncorrected verbatim report of their speeches, sent by the 
General Department of the Central Committee for verification and correction. Here, not only were stylistic errors 
corrected, but references to various facts that the authors of the speeches considered undesirable for disclosure 
were also thrown out. Then the party apparatus — the staff of the General Department, the assistants of the 


General (First) Secretary — took over the “editing” of the text. 


As a result of such revisions, the texts of the speeches included in the verbatim report, as a rule, differed greatly 
from the speeches delivered at the plenum. In connection with this, when preparing this edition, it became 
impossible to reflect on the changes made in the page notes. In order to draw attention to the fragments that were 
subject to revision in both versions of the speeches of the plenum participants (in the verbatim report and the 
verbatim report), the compilers of the collection marked individual words, paragraphs, and sometimes entire 
pages of text with underlining. The exceptions are the speeches of N. Patolichev, A. Kirichenko, N. Mikhailov, Z. 
Ketskhoveli, I. Tevosyan and N. Baibakov. The corrections made by these six speakers are noted in the verbatim 
report: crossed out words are typed in bold, written in are given in the page footnotes. The named speeches are 


given only in the verbatim report of the plenum and are not repeated in the verbatim report. 


2 The composition of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU was approved on March 5, 1953 at a 
joint meeting of the Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU, the USSR Council of Ministers and the 
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Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. In order to "ensure greater efficiency in leadership," the composition 
of the Presidium of the Central Committee was determined to be 11 members (I. Stalin, G. Malenkov, L. Beria, V. 
Molotov, K. Voroshilov, N. Khrushchev, N. Bulganin, L. Kaganovich, A. Mikoyan, M. Saburov and M. Pervukhin) 
and 4 candidates (N. Shvernik, P. Ponomarenko, L. Melnikov and M. Bagirov). 


3 The fifth session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of the third convocation was held from 5 to 8 August 1953. 


4 G. Malenkov's report was not taken down in shorthand. In the archive file with the text of the speeches of the 
plenum participants at the first session, there is a note: "For the originals of the report, see the shorthand report - 


author's copy, pp. 2-41." 


For the text of Malenkov’s report, see document No. 12, Section II (pp. 219-229 of this edition). 


5 The speeches of Khrushchev and other speakers, due to significant editing, which consisted not only of 
replacing individual expressions and, at times, entire plots, but also of rearranging them, are reproduced twice: 


in the uncorrected transcript and in the verbatim report of the plenum. 


6 At the meeting of the Bureau of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU, which took place on 
March 2, 1953 at 12 noon, the following members of the Bureau were present: G. Malenkov, L. Beria, N. Bulganin, 
K. Voroshilov, L. Kaganovich, M. Pervukhin, M. Saburov, N. Khrushchev and members of the Presidium of the 
Central Committee: A. Mikoyan, V. Molotov, N. Shvernik; M. Shkiryatov. A decision was made "to establish 


permanent duty of members of the Bureau of the Presidium of the Central Committee with Comrade Stalin." 


7 By the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of February 3, 1941, the NKVD of the USSR 
was divided into two people's commissariats: the NKGB and the NKVD. On July 17, I. Stalin again united them 
into one people's commissariat: the NKVD of the USSR. On April 14, 1943, an independent People's Commissariat 
of State Security was again separated from the NKVD of the USSR. 


The Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of State Security of the USSR were merged into one ministry - 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR - on March 5, 1953. 


8 See document No. 5, Section I. 


9 See document No. 9, Section I. 


10 We are talking about the statement of V. Kryukov, sent to G. Zhukov on May 4, 1953. On June 2, 1953, G. 
Zhukov sent this statement to N. Khrushchev with a request to look into the matter. 


Lieutenant General V. Kryukov, together with his wife, singer L. Ruslanova, were arrested by the MGB of the 
USSR on September 18, 1948 and in 1951 were sentenced by the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the 


USSR to 25 years in a correctional labor camp. In accordance with the resolution of the Presidium of the Central 
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Committee of the CPSU of June 13, 1953 "On the review of the cases of convicted generals and admirals of the 
Soviet Army,” V. Kryukov and his wife were released and fully rehabilitated. 


11 We are talking about generals and admirals of the Soviet Army, who were arrested without grounds in the 
period 1941-1952. A total of 101 people were arrested, of whom 12 generals died during the investigation, 8 were 
released due to lack of evidence of a crime; and 81 were convicted by the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court 
of the USSR and the Special Conference of the MGB of the USSR. On July 13, 1953, the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU decided to close the cases and fully rehabilitate most of the generals, admirals, and their 
family members, and to reduce the punishment of a number of generals to the time actually served and release 


them from custody. 


12 The former head of security No. 1 of the Main Security Directorate of the USSR MGB, Major General S. 
Kuzmichev, was arrested in January 1953 in connection with the so-called case of former employees of the Main 
Security Directorate of the USSR MGB. In March 1953, all charges were dropped against him and he was 
appointed head of the Main Security Directorate of the USSR MVD. The day after L. Beria's arrest, S. Kuzmichev 
was arrested again and was under investigation until February 1954 on charges of connections with L. Beria, but 


due to lack of evidence of the charges brought against him, he was released and fully rehabilitated. 


13 This refers to the plenum of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) held on 
June 23-29, 1937. The sessions of the plenum of June 23-26 were not recorded in stenography. The text of G. 
Kaminsky's speech is missing from the available part of the stenography of the plenum. There is no mention of it 
in the minutes either. On June 26, at the plenum session, G. Kaminsky was removed from the list of candidates 
for membership in the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) and expelled from the 


party "as not deserving of trust." 


14 No exact information about the date of M. Rakosi's arrival in Moscow in 1953 has been found. In his memoirs, 
M. Rakosi writes that the meeting at which the issue of the inexpediency of combining the posts of Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers and Secretary of the Party was discussed took place "two or three months" after the death 
of I. Stalin. From the Soviet side, G. Malenkov, V. Molotov, L. Beria, and N. Khrushchev were present at the 
meeting. 


15 See note 36 of Section I. 


16 As the register of persons received by I. Stalin in his Kremlin office shows, in recent years he has noticeably 
narrowed his circle of contacts. For example, in 1940 the register recorded over two thousand visits, while in 1950 
there were only about seven hundred, and in 1951 and 1952 there were less than five hundred each. In 1950 the 
break in receptions lasted about five months, from August 2 to December 22, and the next break lasted more than 


six months, from August 9, 1951 to February 12, 1952. The last entry on a reception is dated February 1951. 


17 By the Resolution of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) and the USSR 


Council of Ministers of February 8, 1947, bureaus for various sectors of the national economy of the USSR were 
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created under the USSR Council of Ministers, including the Bureau for Agriculture. G. Malenkov was appointed 


Chairman of the Bureau. 


18 Apparently, this refers to L. Beria's speech at a meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU 
on May 20, 1953, during the discussion of his notes on the situation in the Lithuanian SSR and the western regions 
of the Ukrainian SSR. The meetings of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU were not recorded in 
stenography. 


19 On May 24, 1945, at a reception in the Kremlin in honor of the commanders of the Soviet Army, I. Stalin 
declared: “I would like to raise a toast to the health of our Soviet people and, above all, the Russian people” (see 
Pravda, May 25, 1945; I. Stalin, “On the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union,” Moscow, 1949, p. 351). 


20 This refers to the forced abdication of the Romanian King Michael on December 30, 1947. 


21 No exact information about the date of arrival of the GDR delegation headed by W. Ulbricht and W. Pieck has 
been found. According to indirect information, the meeting took place after June 12, 1953. From the Soviet side, 
the meeting was attended by G. Malenkov, N. Khrushchev, L. Beria, V. Molotov, political adviser to the chairman 
of the SKK in Germany V. Semenov and commander-in-chief of the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany A. 
Grechko. 


22 In accordance with the resolution of the USSR Council of Ministers of July 30, 1949, the Bureau of the USSR 
Council of Ministers was transformed into the Presidium. The Presidium consisted of the Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers, his deputies, the Minister of Finance, and the Minister of State Control of the USSR. By the resolution 
of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of April 7, 1950, the 
Bureau of the Presidium of the USSR Council of Ministers was formed. In accordance with the decision of the 
joint meeting of the plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU, the USSR Council of Ministers and the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of March 5, 1953, instead of two bodies - the Presidium and the 
Bureau of the Presidium of the USSR Council of Ministers - one body was formed - the Presidium, which included 
the Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, his first deputies, as well as the deputy Chairmen of the Council 


of Ministers, who are members of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU. 


23 June 25, 1953 


24 The Fourth Session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, held on March 15, 1953, approved the decisions of the 
joint meeting of the plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU, the Council of Ministers of the USSR and the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR submitted for its consideration. The joint meeting was held on 
March 5, 1953. N. Khrushchev chaired. On behalf of the Bureau of the Presidium of the Central Committee, G. 
Malenkov made proposals to liquidate the Bureau of the Presidium of the Central Committee and the Bureau of 
the Presidium of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, the commissions under the Presidium of the Central 
Committee on foreign affairs and on defense issues, and to merge a number of ministries. At the same meeting, 
G. Malenkov was approved as Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, and L. Beria, V. Molotov, N. 
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Bulganin, and L. Kaganovich were appointed first deputy chairmen. Other organizational issues were also 
considered at the meeting. The minutes of the meeting were published in the journal "Source", 1994, No. 1, p. 106- 
111.) 


25 This concerns the discussion of the situation in Korea, the GDR, and the adoption of the resolution of the USSR 
Council of Ministers “Question of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs” of March 19, 1953 on peace initiatives on the 
Korean question and the order of the USSR Council of Ministers of June 2, 1953 on the situation in the GDR. (See 


document No. 18, Section I). 


26 This is about L. Beria's brochure "On the History of Bolshevik Organizations in Transcaucasia. Report at a 
Meeting of the Tiflis Party Activists on July 21-22, 1935" (Moscow, Partizdat, 1936). The brochure was then 


reprinted several times, the last (ninth) edition was published in 1952. 


27 In 1943, L. Ramzin was awarded the Stalin Prize of the first degree and the Order of Lenin for the creation of 


a direct-flow boiler design (the “Ramzin boiler”). 


28 In September 1950, on the instructions of I. Stalin, the USSR Council of Ministers adopted a resolution “On the 
construction of the Main Canal Amu Darya - Krasnovodsk, on the irrigation and watering of the lands of the 
southern regions of the Caspian Plain of Western Turkmenistan, the lower reaches of the Amu Darya and the 
western part of the Kara-Kum desert” to irrigate the northern part of the Caspian Lowland and the Krasnovodsk 


region. The construction of the canal was supposed to be completed in 1957. 


On March 21, 1953, L. Beria sent a note to the Presidium of the USSR Council of Ministers with proposals to stop 
construction or liquidate certain projects, "the implementation [of construction. — Ed.] of which in the coming 
years is not required by urgent needs of the national economy.” These included: the Main Turkmen Canal, the 
Volga-Ural gravity canal, a number of railways and highways in the Far East and Siberia, a railway tunnel under 
the Tatar Strait, and chemical plants. Based on the note, on March 25, 1953, the USSR Council of Ministers adopted 
a resolution "On Amending the Construction Program of 1953," which instructed ministries and departments to 
develop measures to preserve or liquidate construction. In development of this resolution, on May 27, 1953, the 
USSR Council of Ministers adopted a resolution “On the cessation of construction of hydraulic structures, 


irrigation and water supply systems that are not required in the coming years for the development of agriculture.” 


29 Stalin I. Economic problems of socialism in the USSR. (M., Gospolitizdat, 1952.) 


30 In 1945, by agreement between the allies, Korea was divided into two zones of responsibility: Soviet troops - 
north of the 38th parallel and American troops - south of the 38th parallel. As a result of this division, in 1948, 
each of the zones of responsibility formed its own governments, claiming the role of the sole unifier of the two 
parts of Korea. With the withdrawal of Soviet (in 1948) and American (in 1949) troops from the Korean Peninsula, 
the situation became even more tense. Both sides sought to unify the country, including with the use of their 
armed forces. This led to the fact that on June 25, 1950, hostilities broke out between the armed forces of the DPRK 
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and the Republic of Korea along the entire length of the 38th parallel. In July 1951, the front stabilized along the 
38th parallel. 


31 The Treaty of Versailles, signed on June 28, 1919 in Versailles, France, ended World War I. The treaty was 
concluded between the victorious countries - France, Great Britain, Italy, the United States, Belgium, etc. - and 


defeated Germany. 


32 This refers to the case of the so-called Mingrelian nationalist group. 


33 See documents No. 17 and No. 19 of Section I. 


34 See document No. 12, Section I. 


35 Correct: R. Ryzhikov. 


36 The Cheka (All-Russian Extraordinary Commission for Combating Counter-Revolution, Speculation, and 
Official Crimes (until August 1918 - for Combating Counter-Revolution and Sabotage) was formed under the 
Council of People's Commissars on December 7 (20), 1917. In February 1922, it was transformed into the State 
Political Administration under the NKVD of the RSFSR. 


37 On March 28, 1953, at the suggestion of L. Beria, the USSR Council of Ministers adopted a resolution "On the 
transfer of correctional labor camps and colonies from the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs to the USSR Ministry 
of Justice." This resolution transferred all correctional labor institutions of the GULAG to the jurisdiction of the 
USSR Ministry of Justice, with the exception of special camps and prisons of the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
which held "especially dangerous state criminals sentenced to imprisonment: spies, saboteurs, terrorists, 
Trotskyists, rightists, Mensheviks, Socialist Revolutionaries, anarchists, nationalists, White émigrés and members 
of other anti-Soviet organizations and groups and other persons posing a danger due to their hostile activities, as 
well as war criminals from among former prisoners of war.” On January 21, 1954, by a resolution of the USSR 
Council of Ministers, all correctional labor camps and colonies were transferred back from the USSR Ministry of 
Justice to the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


38 Serdyuk Z.T. for a very short time, in 1952-1953, was the first secretary of the Lviv regional party committee. 
39 Correct: M. Across. 

40 OUN (Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists). Association of nationalists of Western Ukraine, formed in 1929. 
Successor to the Ukrainian Military Organization. Had its own military formations - the so-called Ukrainian 


Insurgent Army (Banderites). Mainly operated on the territory of Western Ukraine. 


41 This means that communists began to work openly on the territory of Western Ukraine after its annexation in 
September 1939. 
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42 Apparently, this refers to the resolution of the Central Committee of the CPSU “On the situation in the MGB” 
of December 4, 1952. 


43 Correct: Ya. Galan. Ukrainian writer Ya. Galan was killed on October 24, 1949 in his apartment in Lviv. On 
October 27, one of the killers was detained; he turned out to be a student of the Lviv Agricultural Institute, I. 


Lukashevich. The murder was committed on orders from the OUN underground. 


44 The celebration of the 300th anniversary of the reunification of Ukraine with Russia took place in January 1954. 


45 This refers to the plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine held on June 2-4, 1953, 
with the agenda “On the resolution of the Central Committee of the CPSU of March 26, 1953 “Questions of the 
Western Regions of the Ukrainian SSR” and the report of Comrade L.P. Beria to the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU.” Information about the work of the plenum was published in Pravda on June 13, 1953. 


46 L. Beria was transferred to work in Moscow in 1938. 


47 This refers to the plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia held in April 1952 with 
the agenda “On the resolution of the Central Committee of the CPSU of March 27, 1952 “The state of affairs in the 
Communist Party of Georgia”. On the instructions of the Politburo of the Central Committee, L. Beria took part 


in the work of the plenum. 


48 In early 1945, on instructions from L. Beria, P. Sharia went to Paris to negotiate the return of museum valuables 
taken out of Georgia by Georgian Mensheviks in 1921. In conversations with representatives of the Georgian 
emigration, the issue of returning some of them to their homeland was raised. A year later, on instructions from 
L. Beria, Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia I. Tavadze was sent to the USSR 
Embassy in Paris, where he was instructed to negotiate with the leaders of the Georgian emigration on ending the 
political struggle against the USSR and returning some of them to Georgia. On the proposal of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia, the Politburo of the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist Party of Bolsheviks adopted a resolution on May 26, 1947, “On the Return of Georgian Emigrants 


from France.” In accordance with this decision, fifty-nine Georgian emigrants were allowed to return to Georgia. 
49 This refers to the plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia held on April 14, 1953, 
with the agenda “On the resolution of the Central Committee of the CPSU of April 10, 1953 “On violations of 


Soviet laws by the former Ministries of State Security of the USSR and the Georgian SSR.” 


50 This refers to the conclusion of a friendly treaty (the Treaty of Georgievsk) in 1783, which established a Russian 


protectorate over Eastern Georgia. 


51 L. Kaganovich himself recalled this as follows: “I was leaving, was in the Urals, and then from the Urals I went 


to Gorky. In Gorky I was involved in the river port and the railway. Then I received a telegram: “Come to 
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Moscow.” I interrupted my stay in Gorky and went to Moscow.” (See the book “Thus Said Kaganovich.” Moscow, 
1992, p. 65). 


52 L. Beria spoke in the debate on the report at the 19th Party Congress on October 7, 1952 (published in the 
newspaper Pravda on October 9, 1952). 


53 This refers to I. Stalin’s speech “On the shortcomings of party work and measures to eliminate Trotskyist and 
other double-dealers” at the plenum of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks), 
which took place from February 23 to March 5, 1937. 


54 From March to December 1947, L. Kaganovich was the first secretary of the Central Committee of the 


Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine. 


55 This concerns the issues of appointments, in agreement with the Central Committee, of responsible employees 
of the People's Commissariats, which were repeatedly discussed at the Politburo and the Orgburo of the Central 
Committee. The final procedure for appointment and the nomenclature of positions were approved at a meeting 
of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) on March 4, 1926. 


56 This refers to the History of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks). Brief course. 


57 This refers to the mass demonstrations of June 1-4, 1953 in Czechoslovakia, which began as a result of the 
announced monetary reform, which affected the interests of a significant part of the population, people with 
savings. Demonstrations and strikes of industrial workers took place in Prague, Ostrava, and a number of other 
cities. In Pilsen, where about 15 thousand people took part in the demonstrations, the local radio station, which 


was broadcasting anti-government slogans, was seized for several hours. 


58 This refers to the speech of I. Stalin on January 24, 1924, at an evening of Kremlin cadets of the All-Russian 
Central Executive Committee School, dedicated to the memory of V. Lenin (published: Stalin I., Works, vol. 6, p. 
58). 


59 This refers to the resolution of the Council of Ministers of the USSR "On measures to improve the production 
of wheat and cotton in collective and state farms of the Azerbaijan SSR" dated May 20, 1950. The resolution 
planned to solve the problem of fully providing Azerbaijan with its own grain production within 4-5 years. Similar 


resolutions were adopted for the Armenian and Georgian SSRs. 

60 Government decisions on measures to expand grain crops in the republics of Transcaucasia were cancelled by 
the decree of the USSR Council of Ministers of May 5, 1953 “On wheat crops in the Azerbaijan SSR, Armenian SSR 
and Georgian SSR.” 


61 Apparently, this refers to the organization in January 1946 of the Caucasian District of Railways, which united 


the North Caucasian, Ordzhonikidzevskaya, Azerbaijan and Transcaucasian railways. 
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62 This refers to the order of the USSR Council of Ministers dated March 25, 1953 “On the work plan of KB-11 for 
1953.” 


63 Apparently, this refers to the discussion at one of the government meetings of the charter of the All-Union 
Voluntary Society for Assistance to the Army, Aviation and Navy (DOSAAF), which was then approved by a 
resolution of the USSR Council of Ministers on June 6, 1952. 


64 This refers to the 5th Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Lithuania, which took place 
in early June 1953, with the agenda “On the Resolution of the Central Committee of the CPSU of March 26, 1953 
“Questions of the Lithuanian SSR” and the report of Comrade L.I. Beria to the Presidium of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU.” Information about the work of the plenum was published in Pravda on June 17, 1953. 


65 This concerns the arrest of I. Zemaitis, one of the organizers of the nationalist underground in Lithuania, who 
had been in an illegal position for more than nine years and was elected in 1949 as the chairman of the presidium 
of the "Union of Struggle for the Liberation of Lithuania". As a result of an intelligence-Chekist operation, on May 
30, 1953, I. Zemaitis was captured alive by a joint operational group of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the 
Lithuanian SSR and the 4th Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR in his special underground 


shelter (bunker) in the forest near the city of Kaunas. 


66 This refers to the activities related to the implementation of the decision of the USSR Council of Ministers of 
April 19, 1949 “On the protection of the territory of the USSR from anti-Soviet broadcasting” of the radio stations 
“Voice of America”, BBC, Madrid, Athens, Uruguay, Ankara, Vatican in Russian.” 


67 The transcript does not contain the name of the Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of the Lithuanian SSR, A. 


Gailevicius. 


68 The editorial article “Eisenhower is getting ready for the campaign...” was published in Pravda on August 29, 
1952. The article assessed the speech of US presidential candidate D. Eisenhower at the National Convention of 
the American Legion on August 25, 1952, in which he outlined his foreign policy program: to take control of a 


significant part of Eastern Europe by force of arms and, in particular, the Baltic republics. 


69 The regional division of the Lithuanian SSR was abolished on May 28, 1953 by decree of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 


70 This refers to the First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Lithuanian SSR V. Pisarev. 

71 This refers to the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU, “On the reorganization 
of the apparatus of the Commissioner of the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs in the German Democratic 
Republic,” adopted on May 20, 1953, at the suggestion of L. Beria. In accordance with the resolution, the apparatus 


of the Commissioner of the Ministry of Internal Affairs was significantly reduced. 
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72 The transcript does not reveal the name of Reichman L. 


73 Correct: N. Eitingon. 


74 On March 9, 1953, the funeral of I. Stalin took place on Red Square in Moscow. G. Malenkov, L. Beria and V. 
Molotov spoke at the funeral meeting. The speeches were published in Pravda on March 10, 1953. 


75 In 1961, the city of Stalino was renamed the city of Donetsk, and the Stalino region was renamed the Donetsk 


region. 


76 We are talking about the resolution of the Council of People's Commissars of the USSR and the Central 
Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) "On arrests, prosecutorial supervision and the conduct 
of investigations", adopted on November 17, 1938. In accordance with the resolution, special investigative units 


(departments) were created in the operational departments of the NKVD. 


77 A. Mikoyan meant S. Kasyan (Ter-Kasparyan). The surname of V. Naneishvili was not deciphered in the 


transcript. 


78 This concerns the discussion at the Presidium of the USSR Council of Ministers of the issue of mutual deliveries 
of goods between the USSR and the Czechoslovak Republic in 1953. The resolution of the USSR Council of 
Ministers was adopted on May 13, 1953. This issue was not considered at the Presidium of the CPSU Central 


Committee. 


79 The Resolution of the USSR Council of Ministers “On the conclusion of a Trade Agreement with India and 


negotiations on the sale of wheat to India” was adopted on July 1, 1953. 


80 The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) is an intergovernmental economic organization of 
socialist countries. It was established in January 1949 by decision of the economic conference of representatives 
of Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Romania, the USSR, and Czechoslovakia. In 1949-1950, Albania and the GDR joined 
CMEA, and subsequently Mongolia (1962) and Cuba (1972) joined CMEA. In 1991, CMEA was liquidated. 


The Military Coordination Committee was created in 1951 to resolve defense issues of the USSR and the people's 
democracies. The committee included representatives from Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Romania, the 
USSR, and Czechoslovakia. It existed until the formation of the Warsaw Pact in 1955. 


The Secretariat of the Information Bureau of the Communist and Workers’ Parties was formed in June 1948 and 
consisted of representatives of the central committees of the Communist Parties of Bulgaria, Italy, the USSR, 
France, Czechoslovakia, the Hungarian Workers' Party, the Polish United Workers' Party, and the Romanian 
Workers’ Party, which were members of the Information Bureau. The task of the Secretariat was to ensure 


communication between the parties that were members of the Information Bureau and to exercise control over 
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the editorial board of its printed organ, the newspaper For a Lasting Peace, for People's Democracy! The activities 


of the Information Bureau were terminated in April 1956. 


81 This refers to a note by L. Beria dated June 1, 1953, sent to the Presidium of the USSR Council of Ministers in 
connection with the events in Czechoslovakia. In the note, L. Beria criticized the state of the activities of the 
coordinating bodies (CMEA and the Military Coordinating Committee) and put forward proposals for their 
liquidation. To consider issues related to the national economy and defense, it was proposed to create a single 


body from representatives of the countries of people's democracy and the USSR. 


82 This refers to the note by the Minister of Agriculture of the USSR I. Benediktov "On the reduction of cattle 
population in 38 regions, territories and republics". Based on the note, on December 2, 1952, a resolution of the 
Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU was adopted, which instructed the Bureau of the Presidium of 
the Central Committee to develop a draft resolution of the Central Committee and submit it for consideration by 


the Presidium. 


On December 11, 1952, the Bureau of the Presidium of the Central Committee adopted a resolution "On the 
composition of the commission for developing fundamental measures to ensure the further development of 
animal husbandry", which instructed the commission consisting of N. Khrushchev (chairman), I. Benediktov, N. 
Skvortsov, P. Ponomarenko, A. Mikoyan, and others to submit proposals "on fundamental measures to ensure 
the further development of animal husbandry". When developing proposals, the commission was to pay special 
attention to increasing the interest of collective farmers in the development of animal husbandry. In February 


1953, L. Beria and G. Malenkov were additionally introduced to the commission. 


83 The final decisions on increasing the market fund, improving trade, and supplying the population in the 
second half of 1953 were approved by decrees of the USSR Council of Ministers at the end of July 1953. 


84 This refers to the decision of the Bureau of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU of December 
29, 1952, which instructed “Comrade Mikhailov and other members of the Bureau of the Presidium of the Central 
Committee to select 5-10 employees and send them to the MGB to improve the work of the investigative bodies.” 
In January 1953, at the suggestion of N. Mikhailov, a number of responsible employees of the Central Committee 
of the All-Union Leninist Young Communist League were approved as employees of the investigative unit for 


especially important cases of the USSR MGB. 


85 Correct: V. Egnatashvili. 


86 This refers to the note of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia signed by A. Mirtskhulava 
with the attached decision of the Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia “On the 
results of the investigation of statements received by the Central Committee of the CPSU and the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia about abuses committed by some leading officials of the Abkhaz 
ASSR”, sent on June 11, 1953 to the Central Committee of the CPSU to N. Khrushchev. 
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87 The first American atomic bomb test was conducted on July 16, 1945. 


88 This refers to the Monchegorsk plant (Murmansk region) for the production of nickel, blister copper, cobalt, 


etc. Great importance was attached to the restoration of the plant in 1944. 


89 This refers to the decision of the plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU of March 14, 1953 on the 
liquidation of the USSR Ministry of Geology and the transfer of its functions for the exploration of natural 
resources to the relevant ministries - the metallurgical industry, the coal industry, the oil industry, the building 


materials industry, and the chemical industry. 


90 The head of the UMGB for the Leningrad region, N. Gorlinsky, was removed from his post on the basis of a 
resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU dated August 29, 1951, as having failed to cope 


with the job; Lieutenant General N. Ermolaev was appointed in his place. 


91 Correct: P. Sakvarlidze. 


92 This refers to the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU “On the decoration of 
columns of demonstrators and buildings of enterprises, institutions and organizations on the days of state festive 
holidays”, adopted on May 9, 1953. The resolution ordered the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the CPSU 
to submit a draft resolution within two weeks, “based on the following: ... to refuse to decorate columns of 
demonstrators with portraits, as well as buildings of enterprises, institutions and organizations on the days of 
state holidays... to abolish the practice of proclaiming calls addressed to demonstrators from the government 


rostrum”. 


On July 2, 1953, this resolution was cancelled by the decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
CPSU. 


93 This refers to the resolution of the USSR Council of Ministers adopted on May 20, 1950, "On increasing the 
production of apatite concentrate", which planned to increase its production by 2.5 times. The State Northern 
Mining and Chemical Combine "Apatit" was transferred from the Ministry of Chemical Industry to the USSR 
Ministry of Internal Affairs. In accordance with the resolution of the USSR Council of Ministers "On changing the 


construction program of 1953", the construction of the Kirov Chemical Plant at the combine was terminated. 


94 From here on, the discussion concerns the preparation of materials for the plan for the development of the oil 
industry in the fifth five-year plan (1951-1955). (See: Directives of the 19th Congress of the All-Union Communist 
Party (Bolsheviks) on the fifth five-year plan for the development of the USSR for 1951-1955. Pravda, October 10, 
1952). Earlier, in July 1949, by decision of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, a 10-year plan for the development 


of the oil industry was approved, divided into two five-year periods. 


95 I. Stalin spoke at a pre-election meeting of voters of the Stalin electoral district of Moscow, held in the Bolshoi 
Theater of the USSR on February 9, 1946. The speech was published in Pravda on February 10 
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1946 

96 At the meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU on June 29, 1953, G. Safonov was 
relieved of his duties as the Prosecutor General of the USSR and recalled to the disposal of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU. At the same meeting, R. Rudenko was approved as the Prosecutor General of the USSR. 

97 On April 28, 1953, by a poll of the members of the Central Committee, 5. Ignatiev was removed from the 


membership of the Central Committee; the decision was formalized as a resolution of the Plenum of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU. 


On April 5, 1953, by a poll of members of the CPSU Central Committee, 5. Ignatiev was relieved of his duties as 
Secretary of the Central Committee, and on April 28, 1953, he was removed from the membership of the CPSU 
Central Committee. At the suggestion of L. Beria, supported by other members of the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the Party, the Party Control Committee under the CPSU Central Committee was instructed to 
consider the issue of his party affiliation. 

Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU. July 1953. Verbatim report. July 2-7, 1953. 

STENOGRAPHIC REPORT* 

No. P4201 2-7 July 1953 

Workers of the world, unite! 

TOP SECRET 

Making copies is prohibited. 

Subject to return 

to the Chancellery of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU 

SESSION ONE 

July 2 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev: On behalf of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 


of the Soviet Union, I declare the Plenum open. 
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The following agenda is recommended: 

1. On the criminal anti-party and anti-state actions of Beria. (Speaker: Comrade Malenkov G. M.) 

2. On the convening of the next Session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 

(Speaker: Comrade K. E. Voroshilov) 

3. Organizational issues. 

(Speaker: Comrade Khrushchev N.S.) 

Will there be any comments on the agenda of the Plenum? 

Voices. No. 

Khrushchev: No one raises any other questions? 

Voices. No. 

Khrushchev: Vote or consider adopted? 

Votes. Consider accepted. 

Comrade Khrushchev presiding. Comrade Malenkov has the floor to make a report. 

Malenkov 2 . Comrades! About 4 months have passed since the death of Comrade Stalin 3 . 

You remember, comrades, how our enemies all over the world were inspired by the death of our great leader and 
teacher. They were counting on disunity in our ranks. The entire hostile world was counting on a struggle within 
the leadership of our Central Committee. The enemies were counting on the confusion of the party ranks, the lack 


of unity and a split at the top of the party leadership. 


From here followed the main task that faced the party and our Central Committee in connection with the death 


of Comrade Stalin. 


* Document title. — Comp. 


The task was to prevent confusion in the ranks of our party, in the working class, in the country, in connection 


with the death of Comrade Stalin, in connection with this enormous loss for the party and the country. We were 
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obliged to close our ranks, act energetically and decisively, ensure unity, and amicably lead the country forward 


along the path determined by the genius of humanity, Lenin, and his great successor, Stalin. 


Our Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee solved this task successfully. The Central Committee acted energetically 
and appeared before our country and the whole world as a single, united, monolithic collective, worthy of the 


brilliant founder of our party - Lenin and his great successor - Stalin. 


We upset the enemy's calculations, did not allow any hesitation, no panic, no semblance of panic. The Central 
Committee confidently led the country forward along the Lenin-Stalin path. The enemies were forced to recognize 
our strength and unity and abandon their calculations on the weakening of the Soviet Union after the death of 


Comrade Stalin. 


Over the past 3-4 months, the party and government have done a great deal of positive work both in the area of 
foreign policy and in the area of the country's internal life ; a great deal of work has been done to unite the party 
and the people around the tasks of building communism and strengthening the economic and defensive might of 


our Motherland, and to boldly and proactively launch the struggle to preserve and strengthen peace. 


But, comrades, the Presidium of the Central Committee is obliged to report to the Plenum of the Central 
Committee that soon after the death of Comrade Stalin, we, members of the Presidium, began to become 
convinced that Beria had dishonestly and, as it became increasingly clear later, for criminal purposes, begun to 


take advantage of our desire for unity, for friendly work in the leadership collective. 


First of all, Beria began to use his position cleverly and skillfully as Minister of Internal Affairs and developed 
active activities in the criminal direction of placing the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the party and the 


government. 


The Presidium of the Central Committee has many facts on this matter. 


Several days ago, Comrade Strokach, the head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Lviv region, reported the 
following to the Central Committee of the CPSU . 


"In April of this year, the Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine , Meshik, gave me, as the head of the regional 
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs for the Lviv region, the order to collect and report to the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR information on the national composition of the leading cadres of party 
bodies, starting from the party organizations of collective farms, enterprises and up to and including the regional 
party committee. At the same time, Meshik proposed reporting on the shortcomings in the work of party bodies 


on collective farms, at enterprises, in educational institutions, among the intelligentsia and among the youth. 


a The words “After the death of I. V. Stalin by the Central Committee of the Party” have been removed. Here and 


further in G. Malenkov’s report, the footnotes on each page contain text that was deleted from the first version of 
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the report during the process of preparing the verbatim report for printing and distribution to party organizations. 


— Comp. 


b Here and further in G. Malenkov’s report, the words that were included in the first version of the report during 


the preparation of the verbatim report are highlighted in bold. — Comp. 


Considering such instructions incorrect, since the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs should not and do not 
have the right to check the work of party organs, I personally called Meshik on the high frequency and checked 
whether he had really given such an instruction. Meshik confirmed that it was his instruction and demanded that 
the execution be expedited. Thinking that Meshik had given such an instruction by mistake or inexperience, I 
tried to convince him that collecting such information about the work of party organs through the organs of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs was unacceptable. Meshik lashed out at me with curses and said with great irritation: 
“You should not be entrusted with our secret Chekist assignments at all, you will go to the regional committee 
right now and report them to the secretary, but know that this is Comrade Beria’s assignment and we cannot 
delay its execution, please do the work to complete it today.” I did not believe Meshik that this assignment came 
from Comrade Beria, since I believe that Comrade Beria, as a member of the Presidium of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU, can at any time receive such information from the Central Committee of the CPSU or the Central 


Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine. 


Guided by my party duty, I reported to the secretary of the regional party committee, Comrade Serdyuk, about 


such an obviously incorrect instruction that I had received from Comrade Meshik. 


That same evening, Comrade Beria called me in Lvov and said the following verbatim: "What are you doing there? 
You don't understand anything. Why did you go to the regional party committee and tell Serdyuk about the 
assignment you had received? Instead of helping, you are tripping up Comrade Meshik. We will expel you from 
the organs, arrest you and rot you in the camps. We will grind you into dust, we will turn you into camp dust. 
And then Comrade Beria, in a state of great irritation, repeated the following several times: "Did you understand 
this or not? Got it, got it? So take this into account.” Comrade Beria did not listen to my attempts to explain this 


issue and hung up. 


On June 12 of this year, the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs removed me from the position of head of the UMVD 


and recalled me to Moscow. When I asked to leave me to work in Ukraine, I was categorically refused. 


Comrade Meshik, knowing about Comrade Beria's conversation with me, reminded me twice: "Well, did Comrade 
Beria get you in trouble? You'll be smarter in the future." Then Comrade Meshik mockingly told me literally the 
following: "And Comrade Melnikov, the Secretary of the Central Committee, is a bad Chekist. He immediately 
gave you away as a Central Committee spy, called me and said directly that Strokach reported to the Secretary of 
the Regional Committee Serdyuk that I, Meshik, was collecting information about the party organs. Is that how 


you can expose your agents?" 


151 


It is characteristic to note that the Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR, Comrade Milshtein, 
is also having the same conversations. For example, in March of this year he told me and Comrade Ivashutin, the 
former Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR, that now everything will be different, the party 
organs will not interfere in the work of the Cheka organs as they did before. The heads of the regional UMVD 


should and will be independent of the secretary of the regional party committee. 


Lieutenant General Kobulov A. Z. (brother of Deputy Minister Comrade Kobulov B. Z.) also told me: "You did 
not take into account that Comrade Beria came to the leadership of the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs and that 
now the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs will not be as dependent on the party organs as they were 
before. You cannot imagine what rights Comrade Beria enjoys. He is decisively breaking all the old orders not 


only in our country, but also in democratic countries." 


As it has now become known, Beria gave exactly the same orders to other republics - Lithuania, Estonia, Belarus, 


etc. 


You remember, comrades, that quite recently, in December 1952, the Central Committee of the CPSU gave a 
directive to party organizations regarding the MGB organs 5 . This directive, developed under Comrade Stalin, 
stated: 


"Consider the most important and urgent task of the party, the leading party bodies, and party organizations to 
exercise control over the work of the bodies of the Ministry of State Security. It is necessary to decisively put an 
end to the lack of control in the activities of the bodies of the Ministry of State Security and place their work at the 
center and locally under the systematic and constant control of the party, its leading party bodies, and party 


organizations." 


Is it not clear that Beria criminally violated the said directive and went against the Central Committee? 


I must also tell the Plenum of the Central Committee about such criminal actions of Beria as using the security of 


the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee to control them. 


Now we know that Beria immediately learned about every movement of the Presidium members through 


security. 


It is also known that telephone conversations with members of the Presidium of the Central Committee were 


eavesdropped on and reported to Beria. We have documentary evidence on this matter. 
There is no need to prove that such actions of Beria are hostile towards the party. It is clear that Beria criminally 


planned to place the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the party, planned to place the Central Committee and the 


Government under the control of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


152 


Comrades! It is quite obvious that in light of a what we have learned b about Beria, we have begun to look at his 


activities d in a new way, with different eyes . 


It is known that he has become increasingly active in recent times. Beria's plans and goals have now become quite 


clear to us, and therefore it is our duty to critically approach his activities and proposals. 

Here are the facts that the Plenum of the Central Committee should know. 

a total 

I already said 

with must 

d especially in the last period, after the death of Comrade Stalin. 

Last week, on the eve of the day when we decided to consider Beria's case in the Presidium of the Central 
Committee 6 , he came to me with a proposal to take steps through the Ministry of Internal Affairs to normalize 
relations with Yugoslavia 7 . I told him that this issue should be discussed in the Central Committee. What kind 


of proposal was this? The materials now confiscated from Beria contain the following document: 


“T take this opportunity to convey to you, Comrade Rankovich, a big greeting from Comrade Beria, who 


remembers you well. 


Comrade Beria has instructed me to inform you personally, in strict confidence, that he and his friends 8 stand 


for the need for a radical revision and improvement of relations between the two countries. 


In this connection, Comrade Beria asked you to personally inform Comrade Tito about this, and if you and 
Comrade Tito share this point of view, then it would be advisable to organize a confidential meeting of persons 
especially authorized to do so. The meeting could be held in Moscow, but if for some reason you consider this 


unacceptable, then also in Belgrade. 


Comrade Beria expressed confidence that no one except you and Comrade Tito will know about this 


conversation.” 


Beria did not have time to implement this measure due to the fact that we turned events in relation to him 


personally in a different direction. 
Or another fact. The German question was discussed in the government 9 . The talk was about the serious troubles 
in the GDR. We all came to the conclusion that as a result of the wrong policy, many mistakes were made in the 


GDR, there was great discontent among the German population, which was especially clearly expressed in the 
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fact that the population from East Germany began to flee to West Germany. Over the last period, about 2 years, 
about 500 thousand people fled to West Germany 10. 


We explained to our German friends, and they fully agreed with this, that it is impossible in modern international 
conditions to pursue a course towards the accelerated construction of socialism in the GDR. 
Why did we come to this conclusion and believe that we should not pursue a course of accelerated construction 


of socialism in the GDR at the present time? 


An analysis of the internal political and economic situation in the GDR, the facts of the mass flight of the 
population of East Germany to West Germany (about 500 thousand have already fled!) clearly show that we are 
facing the danger of an internal catastrophe. We were obliged to soberly look the truth in the eye and admit that 
without the presence of Soviet troops the existing regime in the GDR is unstable. The political and economic 


situation in the GDR is currently extremely unfavorable. 


We believed that the most urgent task was for our German friends to quickly and decisively implement measures 
to improve the political and economic situation in the GDR. The events in the GDR on 11 showed the correctness 


of these measures. We were even late in implementing them, which the enemy, as you know, took advantage of. 


Consequently, we believed and continue to believe, together with our German friends, that it is necessary to 


correct the course towards the accelerated construction of socialism. 


It must be said that when discussing the German question, Beria did not propose to correct the course toward the 
accelerated construction of socialism, but to abandon any course toward socialism in the GDR and to hold a course 
toward bourgeois Germany. In light of everything we have now learned about Beria, we must re-evaluate this 


point of view of his. It is clear that this fact characterizes him as a bourgeois degenerate. 


Then, comrades, a fact connected with the question of mass amnesty 12 . We considered and considered that this 
amnesty measure is absolutely correct. But, having now revealed Beria's true face, we come to the conclusion that 
he approached this measure from his own position, he had his own plans on this account. The facts have shown 
that he carried out this measure with harmful haste and seized contingents that should not have been released, 
for example, there was no need to release repeat offenders at all. (Voices. Correct!) After the events with Beria, we 
corrected this and will continue to correct it, but Beria's behavior around the amnesty issue is undoubtedly 


suspicious. We must learn a lesson for ourselves in this regard as well. 


Furthermore, comrades, it is known that Beria was in charge of a special committee dealing with atomic matters 
13 . We are obliged to report to the Plenum that here too he isolated himself and began to act, ignoring the Central 
Committee and the government in the most important questions of the work of the special committee. Thus, 
without the knowledge of the Central Committee and the government, he made the decision to organize the 
explosion of a hydrogen bomb 14 . Needless to say about the significance of this fact. When the leading workers 


of the special committee (here they are comrades Vannikov, Zavenyagin) gave him a draft resolution for 
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submission to the government, he, Beria, crossed out this document and single-handedly made the decision, 


hiding it from the Central Committee and the government. 


We are obliged to report to the Plenum of the Central Committee that even during Comrade Stalin's lifetime one 
could sometimes observe how he, Beria, skillfully and dexterously sowed the seeds of mistrust in relation to many 


leading comrades. (Voices: Correct!) 


In this regard, unfortunately, it must be acknowledged that in the history of our country there have been more 
than one attempt by enemies who have infiltrated the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs to undermine the 
leadership of the party by slandering honest people who are selflessly devoted to the party, prominent party 
figures, and by composing slanderous “materials.” 

I am obliged to say, and this is our unanimous opinion, that in the speech of I. V. Stalin at the Plenum of the 
Central Committee after the 19th Party Congress, 15 under the influence of slanderous libels from enemy elements 
in the Ministry of Internal Affairs, an incorrect, erroneous characterization was given of Comrade V. M. Molotov, 
whom the Party and the country have known for decades as a loyal and devoted fighter for communism, as the 


most prominent figure in the Party and the Soviet state. (Stormy applause.) 


We also consider the comments made at the same Plenum against Comrade Mikoyan, accusing him of dishonesty 


before the Party, to be incorrect. 

After the death of Comrade Stalin, Beria went wild and launched, with permission to say it, "activities" aimed at 
disuniting the leadership team, at suppressing the principles of collectivity in work , acting in such a way that the 
leading comrades worked with an eye on each other. We have many facts on this account. 

a It follows straight 

p to organize disunity among the management team, suppressing the principles of collectivity in work. 

It goes without saying that where a monolithic, united leadership team based on principles is needed, there is no 
place for adventurers trying to sow discord and bring discord among the members of the leadership team (Voices. 


Correct!) 


I will not dwell on Beria's moral character. Although this must be said. The Plenum must know that in Beria we 


have a criminally degenerate person. I emphasize, criminally degenerate. 
One might ask: why did the Presidium of the Central Committee not take action against Beria earlier, indulge 
him, give in to him, accept his incorrect proposals, and allow such an incorrect action as sending out some of his 


notes along with the decisions of the Central Committee, for example the note on Ukraine, on Lithuania 16 ? 


The following must be said on this account. 
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Three, about four months have passed since the death of Comrade Stalin. It was necessary to unravel and see 
Beria in all his glory. Everyone had to see him as a violator, a subversive of the unity of our Central Committee. 
It was necessary to unite in order to unanimously, I emphasize - completely unanimously, resolve the issue of 


Beria. 


When we in the Presidium of the Central Committee were all convinced of who we were dealing with, we 
convened a meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee and in Beria's presence brought charges against 
him. He had behaved dishonestly. He could not deny the facts, but he began to cowardly and vilely hide the ends, 


declaring that he would improve. 

The Presidium of the Central Committee unanimously recognized the need to act quickly and decisively, 
considering that we are dealing with an adventurer who has great opportunities in his hands, in order to put an 
end once and for all to the ulcer and rot poisoning the healthy atmosphere of the united and monolithic Leninist- 
Stalinist collective. (Stormy applause.) 


The Presidium decided to remove Beria from his posts and expel him from the party. 


The Presidium came to the conclusion that it was impossible to stop halfway with such an adventurer, and 


decided to arrest Beria as an enemy of the party and the people. (Voices. That's right!) (Loud applause.) 


Having exposed and expelled such a degenerate as Beria turned out to be, our Central Committee will be even 


more united and monolithic. 

In taking these drastic measures , the Presidium of the Central Committee was guided by the conviction that in 
this case these measures were the only correct ones; the Presidium of the Central Committee was guided by the 
conviction that Lenin would have acted this way, that Stalin would have acted this way. (Loud applause.) 

We are confident that our actions will be unanimously approved by the Plenum of the Central Committee. (Loud 
applause.) As for the individual mistakes and irregularities we made during the period when we spent 3-4 months 
after Comrade Stalin's death exposing Beria, we will amicably correct these mistakes and irregularities. 

a Without 

b large 

I would say it is good that it took only 3 months (Shouts. That is right!) to see the real face of the adventurer, and, 
despite his position and considerable possibilities, to cut off this reptile completely unanimously, this diseased 


growth on a healthy body. (Applause). 


Comrades! Will it be right if we reduce the whole matter to Beria’s personality? 
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Of course not! 


We are obliged to understand how all this could have happened and to draw the necessary conclusions and 


lessons for the party. What are these conclusions and lessons? 


1. The first conclusion and lesson concerns the task of strengthening the leading role of our party, increasing party 


leadership at all levels of our state work. 


It is no coincidence that the enemies of the party, having infiltrated leadership positions and cleverly disguising 
themselves in their hostile work, first of all strike at and begin to undermine our leading party bodies, weakening 


their leadership activities. 


But is everything all right with us, comrades, in the matter of observing the norms and Bolshevik principles of 
leadership developed by the great Lenin? No, not everything. Moreover, over many years we have accumulated 
significant abnormalities. I will refer, for example, to the fact that for years we have not convened a Plenum of the 
Central Committee, and in recent years the Politburo has ceased to function normally as the highest party organ 
in the period between plenary sessions of the Central Committee. I am not even talking about the fact that our 


19th Party Congress convened 13 years after the 18th Congress 17 . 


What kind of collectivity in leadership, what kind of criticism and self-criticism can we talk about, how can we 
ensure the leading role of the party and correctly implement party leadership with such abnormalities in the 


organization of the work of the Central Committee and its leading bodies? 


This must be resolutely corrected. It is necessary to immediately establish regular work of the Plenum of the 
Central Committee, the Presidium of the Central Committee, the Secretariat of the Central Committee and ensure 
methods of collective leadership in the work of these bodies, and in fact instill methods of criticism and self- 


criticism in the work of these bodies. 


It is necessary to check the work of any leader, to check whether any of us ensures the proper party spirit, Leninist- 


Stalinist principles. 


Isn't it a fact that in the Beria case, during the fifteen years of his tenure at the top of the party leadership, all of 
us, both those who were older, starting with Comrade Stalin, and those who were younger, should have shown 
more vigilance and not allowed this adventurer to get so carried away that a direct threat to the unity of our party 


appeared. 

It is necessary to decisively put an end to the lack of control in the work of anyone. Every member of the Central 
Committee, no matter what post he occupies, must be under the appropriate party control. The activity of any of 
the leaders must proceed under the guidance of the Central Committee of the party. 


and should 
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b correct 


with a gap of 


d firmly 


It is necessary to understand that only the Central Committee is capable and must ensure discipline in the work 
of party and state figures. Whoever undermines the authority of the Central Committee, tramples on the Bolshevik 
principles and traditions of our party, is our worst enemy, and such people must be mercilessly expelled from the 
party. No post, no past merits should serve as an obstacle to cleansing the party of presumptuous nobles who are 


trying to escape from the control of the party. 


2. Another conclusion and lesson concerns the gross violation of party norms in the relations between the party 
and the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Is it not a fact that over the course of many years the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs has acquired too much influence and has actually gone beyond the control of the party. In fact, for a 


number of years now the party has lost effective control over the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


All this gave the opportunity to various adventurers, enemies of the party, who had infiltrated the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, to try to use the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in order to rise above the party, to 


subordinate the state apparatus, to rise above the government. 


The urgent task of the party is to make it impossible for the party's enemies to use the apparatus of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs. And for this, it is necessary to subordinate the Ministry of Internal Affairs in fact to the Central 
Committee of the CPSU, the government of the USSR. 


The task is to ensure that the spearhead of our organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs is truly turned against 


our class enemies, against our external enemies and their agents, spies, saboteurs, and wreckers. 


It is necessary to decisively put an end to the lack of control in the activities of the bodies of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and place their work at the center and in the localities under the systematic and constant control of the 


party, its leading bodies, and party organizations. 


It is not a right, but rather the most important duty of the governing bodies to exercise the strictest control over 
the work of the bodies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


3. Next, we must speak about the task of increasing revolutionary vigilance in our ranks in every possible way. 
We often admit in words, but in practice we forget that since our party is the only party in the country and since 
it is the ruling party , the enemies, cleverly disguising themselves, have tried and will try to penetrate the ranks 
of the party. We must not forget that the class struggle continues, that the capitalist encirclement is trying and will 


try more than once to use any opportunity, to use people infected with the remnants of capitalism, including 
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nationalist remnants, to weaken the Communist Party and the Soviet state. We must not forget either that the 
agents of our class enemies know how to cleverly disguise themselves and adapt, sometimes over many years. It 
is therefore necessary to evaluate workers not only from the point of view of their business qualities, but also 
necessarily from the point of view of their political honesty, their devotion to the party and the Soviet people, 
their ability to merge their will with the will and desires of the party, their ability to submit to the will of the party 


collective. 
and in our country there is only one single ruling party and that is why 
pb to consider 


It must be frankly acknowledged that in our party there is still a businesslike approach to workers, which makes 


it difficult to expose people who are essentially alien to the party, who do not care about the party’s cause. 


4. The next conclusion and lesson from the case under consideration is that we must significantly and 
comprehensively strengthen our party educational work. Our theoretical, ideological, and propaganda work of 
the party is far from up to par; there is still too much dogmatism and formalism in it. The task of propaganda 
educational work is not at all to ensure that communists learn well-known formulas, quotations, and dates by 
heart, but to ensure that they grasp with all their souls, minds, and hearts the essence of the great revolutionary 


teaching of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin, and grasp its colossal transformative power. 


The main task of all our propaganda work is to cultivate a consciousness of the historical invincibility of our great 
cause, based on the knowledge of the objective laws of the development of society and on such a powerful factor 
as the revolutionary energy, organization, and unity of the Communist Party, the leading and transforming force 


of Soviet society and the world revolutionary movement. 


The main task of our propaganda is to educate communists in the spirit of selfless devotion to the party, devotion 
to the cause of the working class, the Soviet people, the cause of communism, to educate communists as active, 


conscious fighters for the cause of the party. 


5. Finally, we must also draw the most important conclusion that the highest principle of our leadership - 
collectivity, cohesion and monolithicity - must be strictly observed. Now, more than ever, we must understand 
that only the collective intelligence of the Party, the collective wisdom and political experience of the Central 
Committee can ensure correct leadership of the Party and the country in the current complex international 


situation, and ensure the successful construction of communism. 


The invincible strength of our party lies in the cohesion and collective nature of its leadership, in the unshakable 


unity of its ranks. No one is allowed to undermine or violate this unity. 
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Comrades! The Communist Party of the Soviet Union, created 50 years ago by the great Lenin, will cast aside all 
attempts to shake the unity of the Party and to belittle the role of the Party as the leading force of Soviet society 


building communism. 


Our mighty party, under the leadership of the genius of humanity, Lenin, under the leadership of his faithful 
student and comrade-in-arms, Stalin, forged and tempered numerous cadres of capable workers devoted to the 


great cause of communism. 


Our Central Committee is made up of the best people in the Party, with valuable experience in all areas of building 


communism. 


Our Central Committee has a leadership core that was forged over decades by Lenin and Stalin, tempered in 


battles with enemies, united and monolithic. (Loud applause.) 


No enemies of the party will succeed in sowing discord in the leadership of our Communist Party! No renegades 
will succeed in breaking the will of our heroic party to build communism. Casting aside from its path the 
bourgeois degenerates and adventurers like Beria, our party, in close unity with the people, will confidently and 


firmly continue to solve its great world-historical tasks. (Stormy, prolonged applause.) 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Comrades, there is a proposal to take a 20-minute break so that comrades can 
think, and then we will begin discussing Comrade Malenkov's report. Comrades who wish to speak are requested 


to sign up. Are there any other proposals? 


A 20-minute break is announced. 


Chairman Comrade Bulganin. Let us continue, comrades. Comrade Khrushchev has the floor. 


Khrushchev. Comrade Malenkov reported in detail to the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Party on how 
the members of the Presidium organized their work after the death of Comrade Stalin , how they valued the 
preservation of unity in the leadership of the Party, so as not to give rise to a split or the slightest hesitation. We 
strove to maintain complete unity in our ranks , so that this unity would be transmitted through the Presidium of 
the Central Committee to the entire Central Committee, to the entire Party , in order to ensure the further cohesion 
and monolithicity of our great Party. This desire for unity was cleverly used by the adventurer Beria. 

We have known Beria for many years. I have known him for about twenty years from the Central Committee 
plenary sessions, and communicated with him directly at work. I would like to express my opinion, my views on 
this person. Even before we began to come to a definite opinion about Beria 's behavior, before we took the path 
of decisive action, even during Comrade Stalin's life, we saw that Beria was a great intriguer. He was a cunning 
man, a clever careerist. He dug his dirty paws very firmly into Comrade Stalin's soul, he knew how to impose his 
opinion on Comrade Stalin. He found ways to raise doubts when considering this or that issue, found ways to 
show this or that comrade in a bad light . Beria managed to achieve, for a certain period of time, to set Comrade 


Stalin against this or that worker. Impudence and arrogance are Beria's main qualities. 
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a Here and further in the verbatim report, the text that was edited during its preparation for printing and 


distribution to party organizations is underlined. — Comp. 


During Comrade Stalin's illness , when the doctors said that he was in a hopeless condition, there was an exchange 
of opinions about Beria between individual members of the Presidium of the Central Committee. It is clear that 
all members of the Presidium at that time could not exchange opinions on this issue. During Comrade Stalin's 
illness, two members of the Bureau of the Presidium of the Central Committee were constantly on duty with him. 
Comrade Bulganin and I had to be on duty together. During one of the shifts, about a day before Comrade Stalin's 
death, I said to Comrade Bulganin: "Nikolai Aleksandrovich, Comrade Stalin is hopelessly ill, how will the 
leadership develop after his death? I am worried that after Stalin's death Beria will try by all means to become 
Minister of Internal Affairs. Why does he need this post? He needs this post in order to seize such positions in the 
state, to be able to spy on members of the Politburo, eavesdrop, monitor, create cases, intrigue, and this will lead 


to very bad consequences for the party.” 


Bulganin: There was such a conversation. 


Khrushchev: I say we must not allow this to happen, otherwise our cause will perish . They may tell me: although 
you talked among yourselves , Beria nevertheless became Minister of Internal Affairs . You, they say, thought and 


talked, but neither you nor Comrade Bulganin spoke out on this issue when the Government was formed . 


I will tell you, comrades, why it happened this way. This conversation took place during Comrade Stalin's illness. 
When Comrade Stalin died, everyone thought that we needed to unite even more. In these circumstances, I 
thought that when discussing the composition of the Government, it would have been untimely to speak out and 
express my opinion about Beria. Such a speech could have been misunderstood . It should be borne in mind that 
Beria, even during Comrade Stalin's lifetime, had achieved disunity between the members of the Bureau of the 


Presidium of the Central Committee. 


Voroshilov: Correct. 


Khrushchev. At the time when we had before us the still warm body of Comrade Stalin, it was impossible to raise 
this question. Comrades could have said: he took advantage of Comrade Stalin's death and immediately brought 
dissension and confusion into the leadership of the party. Beria could have cleverly used this circumstance, and 


you would have been a fool, and what a fool! Could this have happened? 

Voices. Quite right, it could have been. 

Khrushchev. Beria was very keen to get the post of Minister of Internal Affairs. You, comrades, each know how 
much weight this "person" had in the party. Quite a lot. It would seem that such a person should be given the 
most sensitive area of work. Is the Ministry of Internal Affairs the most sensitive area at present? I may encounter 


some comments on my conclusions, but it seems to me that the Ministry of Internal Affairs is not such an area 


161 


now . This is my personal opinion. Why do I think so? Let's look back, take the period of the last 10 years. What 
conspiracies within our country were discovered by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of State Security? 


There were many phony, inflated cases, but no conspiracies. 


Voroshilov: That's right, none. 


Khrushchev: Let's look at the cases of 1937 and after 1937, among them there were also many bogus cases. 


Voice from the Presidium. More than half is fake, that's right. 


Khrushchev. If we look at the cases of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of State Security, both 
group and individual, we will find there many bogus cases. Take the case of the "doctors-saboteurs". This is a 


shameful case for us. The Mingrelian case in Georgia is also a bogus case. We can name other similar bogus cases. 


We have spies, saboteurs, terrorists, and agents of imperialist intelligence operating within our country, but we 
have not had any significant group conspiracies against the Soviet system and there could not have been any, 


because we have the monolithic ranks of the party, the unity of our people around our party. 


Voices from the floor. Correct. 


Khrushchev: Comrades, when the war with fascist Germany began, Hitler counted on marching in tanks across 
the steppes of Ukraine, across our entire country, and quickly conquering it, capturing Moscow and everything 
falling to his army. The whole world knows how the war began and how it ended. What do the results of the war 
say? They testify to the strength of our party, to the unity of the Soviet people around the party, to the boundless 
trust of the people in our party and its leadership. 

Beria knew this well. The question is, why did he strive for the post of Minister of Internal Affairs? He needed 
this post in order to take over this, I would say, difficult to control body and use it for his own vile purposes. We 
control any minister, any employee by checking the fulfillment of economic plans. Party organizations also speak 
out and expose shortcomings. But in the Ministry of Internal Affairs, everything is shrouded in secrecy. An 
employee of the Ministry of Internal Affairs says: "I'm going to a safe house." But what he does there, who he 
receives - no one knows. Here you can only rely on the honesty of the employee. The Ministry of Internal Affairs 
is an organ for the fight against our enemies. And Beria wanted to use this organ against the Party, against the 
Government . That was his goal. Pay attention to this detail. After the publication of reports on the shameful case 
of the "doctors-saboteurs", about the equally shameful Georgian case, I received a letter to the Central Committee 
from Colonel General Kryukov, who was sentenced to 25 years. Marshal Zhukov received the same letter. I sent 
this letter to the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee, including Beria. There are other convicted 


generals. Beria did not undertake to examine these cases, and that this is a sham is indisputable. 


Voroshilov. Linden. 
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Khrushchev: I think that Beria did not undertake to examine these cases because he wanted to "work" with the 
convicted generals and then release them. After all, he did not simply release them. He convinced those being 


released that it was Beria who had returned their freedom to them. Not the party, not the government - but Beria. 


Several months ago, General Kuzmichev was released from prison. Perhaps he was released correctly. But was it 
necessary, after releasing him from prison, to immediately put a general's uniform on him and appoint him head 
of the Government's security? It was hardly necessary to do this, and Beria appointed Kuzmichev to this important 


post. Why? Because Kuzmichev became Beria's shadow, he needed such a person. 


Beria tried to use the Ministry of Internal Affairs for criminal purposes. He wanted to establish his dictatorship 
through the Ministry of Internal Affairs, to place the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the Party. I consider it 
necessary to report to the Plenum that Beria was very resistant when it was necessary to invite the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs workers to the Central Committee. He called me and said: “You know, an employee of your 
Administrative Department called Kobulov, summoned him and asked how things were going in the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs. This is impossible. I am a member of the Presidium, some shadow is being cast on me, someone 
is summoning my first deputy.” He put the question in such a way that it was impossible to summon the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs workers either to the Central Committee or to the regional committees. In reality, this meant 
freeing the Ministry of Internal Affairs bodies from any party control, so that Beria and his henchmen could 


commit arbitrary acts. 


Voices. Correct. 


Khrushchev: That's what Beria wanted. And I would say, comrades, that he achieved a lot in this. Take the notes 
on Ukraine, Latvia, and Belarus. Now you all know that these materials, all the facts for these notes were collected 
not through the regional committees, not through the central committees of the republics' communist parties, but 
through the employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, although such materials, moreover, more accurate and 
more correct , are in the party organs. There are also other facts showing that Beria tried to rise above the party, 
to subordinate the party to the Ministry of Internal Affairs . This must be acknowledged in order to exclude any 


possibility of even a hint of such anti-party actions in the future. 


Comrades, I am deeply convinced that Beria is not a communist, that he was not a communist. Beria is a careerist 
and a provocateur. I draw this conclusion not only from the facts of today . Comrades, remember the Plenum of 
the Central Committee in 1937. Then it was announced from this rostrum that Beria worked in counterintelligence 
in Baku. Kaminsky said this. Then it was said that Beria worked in counterintelligence on the instructions of the 


party, although there is no evidence of this. Beria did not present any. And a lot of time has passed. 


Bagirov. The underground work was then headed by Anastas Ivanovich, without him no one could go anywhere 
or be sent by the party organization, especially to Musavat intelligence, because under the counterrevolutionary 
Musavat regime of 18 in Baku and throughout Azerbaijan, the underground and party cadres and all party work 
were headed by comrade Mikoyan. As for the Baku archives, there are no traces that speak of Beria's work in 


Musavat intelligence on the instructions of the party organization. 
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Khrushchev: Comrades, we have already reached a decent age of Soviet power and many of us have grown grey 
and gained experience under Soviet power . Even if someone says that he had an assignment, why is evidence 
not presented to the Central Committee ? And who can guarantee that he did not work on another assignment, 


against us, having the cover that he allegedly worked on an assignment from the party? 


Comrades, I have heard Beria's reasoning about the party and the construction of socialism many times . His last 
statements were made when we were discussing the state of affairs in the GDR and the Hungarian People's 
Republic. The question then arose of not allowing one person to lead both the Central Committee and the Council 
of Ministers. During the discussion, Comrade Rakosi asked: "I ask for advice on which issues should be resolved 
in the Council of Ministers and which in the Central Committee, what the distinction should be. If the leadership 
of the Central Committee and the Council of Ministers is not to be combined in one person, then it is necessary to 
more clearly separate the issues that should be considered in the Central Committee and the Council of Ministers." 
Then Beria said dismissively: "What about the Central Committee? Let the Council of Ministers decide, and let 


the Central Committee deal with personnel and propaganda." 


I was surprised by such a statement. It means that Beria excludes the leading role of the party, limits its role to 
work with personnel (and that, apparently, at first) and propaganda. Is this a Marxist-Leninist view of the party? 
Is this how Lenin and Stalin taught us to treat the party? Beria's views on the party are no different from Hitler's 


views. 


Why did he say that? It came from his awareness that the role of the party should recede into the background. 
Beria thought to strengthen himself and then completely destroy the party. Of course, not physically destroy it, 
but he could do a lot of harm . This, comrades, was a great danger for the party. Beria is not a party member, but 


a careerist, and maybe even a spy, we still need to dig into this. 
Voice from the audience: Both. 


Khrushchev. Beria and I were often together , so we could hear a lot from him. Sometimes he himself was 
indignant at what was happening in the MVD or MGB. But this was in words, while in reality he committed 
lawlessness . Recently he entered the Presidium of the Central Committee with a proposal for special meetings . 
We have not yet discussed this issue, we did not have time. We decided to put Beria in jail first and then discuss 
it. Beria made a proposal on the rights of a special meeting at the MVD. What is a special meeting? It means that 


Beria arrests, Beria interrogates and Beria judges. 


The question arises: do we really have such a stream of counter-revolutionary uprisings that the judicial 
authorities do not have the opportunity to consider these cases? Do we really need a special conference to try 
cases without an investigation? Beria did not propose to abolish the special conference, but to preserve it. Why 
did he need it? So that, having a special conference in his hands, he would have the opportunity to convict any 
person. He himself said: "I can force any person to sign a confession that he has a direct connection with the 


English king or queen." And he did it. Having an investigator who interrogates Beria's orders, who obtains the 
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testimony he needs, he could convict any person through a special conference . Is this conceivable? What did he 
propose to us ? He writes that, supposedly, it is necessary to "streamline" this case, and proposed that the special 
conference have the right to imprison for 10 years . This means that he will sentence for 10 years, and after 10 
years he can return and sentence again for the same term. This is real terror for you. In this way he could turn any 


person into camp dust. 


When I received this proposal, I called comrades Mikoyan, Bulganin, Molotov, Kaganovich and asked if they had 
read what Beria was proposing. Is it necessary to do this and for what purposes? It is clear that some matter may 
arise that should not be brought into the public eye. This may happen. But don't we have the opportunity to 
specifically discuss it and make the necessary decision? We have military tribunals where such matters can be 
decided. I think that we will probably not abandon closed courts in the future, but this must be an exception, so 
that the procedure for considering such matters is determined by a decision of the Central Committee and the 
Government. We cannot allow the Minister of Internal Affairs to have such rights and power. After all, 


adventurers like Beria could use these rights , terrorizing the party and the government. 


Recently, Beria also proposed that all persons who have served their sentence or have been acquitted by the 
investigation or the court should be released only after the prosecutor reports to the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 
What does this mean? It means that Beria was trying to eliminate legality. What kind of legality can there be if the 
prosecutor is commanded by the Ministry of Internal Affairs? How can a judge or prosecutor work and enjoy 
trust when he must report to the Ministry of Internal Affairs, when the court has already proven that the person 


is not guilty. Who needs such "legality"? 


Beria grabbed onto this because he wanted to hold the souls of not only those sitting in prison, but also those 
under investigation, those who had already been released from prison, so that they would tremble while Beria 
was in power. This was done for the sake of terror. This terror was directed against the party, against the 


government, against our people. 


Voices. Correct. 


Khrushchev. That's what this scoundrel needed. Beria, Yagoda, Yezhov, Abakumov - they're all berries of the same 
field. 


The sword of our socialist state must be sharp and honed. We still have many enemies. We have a capitalist 
environment, we have a strong enemy and its agents inside the country. Therefore, it would be deeply mistaken 
to drag the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs through the mud, it would be wrong to think that they are 
no longer needed. If we take this path , we may pay for it. But this sword must be kept sharp against the enemies 


and not allowed to be directed against our own people. 


Kaganovich. And so that he would be in the hands of the party. 
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Khrushchev: And for this we need to put the Ministry of Internal Affairs in its place. We need to strengthen the 
intelligence and counterintelligence agencies even more . Put good, honest Bolsheviks on this job. And we will fix 
this job . The Ministry of Internal Affairs must be and will be under the control of the party, under the control of 


the government. 


Malenkov: We spent 17.5 billion rubles on the Ministry of Internal Affairs, not counting what we spent on 
construction and economy. 


Khrushchev: Georgy Maximilianovich made a completely correct remark here. 


Comrades, I am a man of what is called the "old" regime. (Laughter). The first time I saw a gendarme, I was 
probably already 24 years old. There were no gendarmes in the mines. We had one Cossack policeman who went 
around drinking. There was no one in the volost except for one police officer . Now in each district we have a chief 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, he has a large apparatus , detectives. The chief of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 


receives the highest salary, more than the secretary of the district party committee. 


Smesta. Twice as much as the district committee secretary. 


Khrushchev: But if he has such a network, then he needs to show that he is doing something. If we now look 
through the archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, I am convinced that there are questionnaires on a 


significant number of citizens and cases are being developed on many of them. (Laughter.) 


Voices. Correct. 


Khrushchev: Of course, if they pay money, then something needs to be done. But if there are no crimes , and the 
bosses ask and say : "You are such and such , you work poorly, show your work." Then some workers start 
fabricating cases, resort to meanness . After all, there was a case last year in Moscow, when a man was sentenced 


to 25 years, and then it turned out that the agent himself invented the case, and the conviction was in vain. 


Comrades, we must restore order in the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, leave there as many people as 
necessary , and those who would understand the party’s policy, strictly implement it and work under the 


leadership of party organizations. 


Voices. Correct. 


Khrushchev: Comrades, you may ask why you went there and didn’t expose Beria earlier. To this I can answer 
that Beria is not the kind of person who can be easily figured out and exposed to. Personally, I had different 
periods of relations with Beria. Our relationship changed especially after the death of Comrade Stalin. If I didn’t 
call him for a day, he would call and ask: “Why didn’t you call?” “I don’t have time,” you would answer, “I had 
things to do.” “You should call more often,” he would say. I, comrades, began to think about why such love had 
flared up for me, what was the matter? It seemed that nothing had changed, I remained the same as I was. 


Sometimes he would call and talk to me about Comrade Malenkov, about Comrade Molotov. He could poison 
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anyone and at the same time somehow point out, emphasize that you were better than them. I later spoke about 


this to Comrades Malenkov and Molotov. 


Malenkov: He considered us all simpletons. 


Khrushchev. I say to Comrade Malenkov: listen, you probably say it against me, but he says it against you to me. 
He is an intriguer, he considers everyone to be fools, he thinks that he, only he, is a great intelligence officer and 
understands everything. But we turned out to be not such simpletons as he thought. He did a lot of harm for his 


provocative purposes. 


Unfortunately, we could not make important decisions on agriculture either in the last period of Comrade Stalin's 
life or after his death. Why? Because when posing this or that question, Beria would sow doubts or often, during 
discussion, would try to get the question removed from discussion. We all respect Comrade Stalin. But the years 
take their toll. In recent times, Comrade Stalin did not read papers, did not receive people, because his health was 
poor. And this circumstance was cleverly exploited by the scoundrel Beria, very cleverly. He, as a provocateur, 
would prompt Comrade Stalin that the question had not been worked on, and he would be removed . And you 


know that on any question, no matter how well it was worked on, evidence can always be found for further work. 


Voices from the floor. Correct. 


Khrushchev. All the time these issues were "unfinished business" and not resolved. This was the case during 
Comrade Stalin's life, and he continued to do so after his death. I want to express my thoughts on why he acted 
this way . He is a provocateur. He believed that the worse, the better. You know that Comrade Malenkov was 
instructed to oversee agriculture. Beria, while outwardly demonstrating his friendship with Comrade Malenkov, 
in fact slowed down the issues that were introduced in agriculture in order to undermine the collective farms. In 
addition, he pursued the goal of acting against Comrade Malenkov. As a result, many branches of agriculture are 
in a neglected state: there is little milk, little meat. And what kind of communism is it if there are no flatbreads 
and butter? 


Voice from the Presidium. There are not enough potatoes. 


Khrushchev: Not enough potatoes. This was done in order to shift the blame onto others, and then, having reached 


power, to declare an amnesty, so that they would say: here is Beria saving. This is cheap demagogy. 

Voice from the Presidium. He speaks absolutely correctly. 

Khrushchev. He was a provocateur, a major provocateur. Comrades, recently the Secretariat of the Central 
Committee listened to a number of regional committees - Novgorod, Pskov, Smolensk - and made decisions. But, 


comrades, no matter how clever the resolution is written, no matter what decisions are made, if we pay four 


kopecks per kilogram of potatoes, no resolution will help agriculture. 
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Voices. Correct. 


Mikoyan. It is necessary to take into account economic laws. 


Khrushchev: We must calculate everything, comrades. At present we have 3.5 million fewer cows than we had 
before the war. And if there are fewer cows, that means less meat, less butter, less leather. Some have said that it 
will be necessary to abolish cows for individual use and supply collective farmers through the collective farm. 
There will be a time when the collective farmer himself will agree to this. If we do not believe in this, then we are 
not communists. Will the peasant collective farmer always hold on to the tail of her own cow? But it would be 
stupid to suggest this at the present time. This cannot be done. We must create conditions, we must raise the 


collective farms , raise the marketability of collective farming, and the productivity of livestock. 


They say that the party organs do not pay attention to this issue. No attention will help if a certain amount of milk 
must be given from this cow and comrade Zverev takes a tax from this same cow. When you calculate everything 
that the collective farmer gives for the cow, it turns out that he is left with only manure. Therefore, the collective 
farmer decides to get rid of this cow. This is a very acute issue, and it must be resolved correctly . This issue is 


currently being studied, and we are convinced that the situation will be corrected. 


Let's take the issues of potato and vegetable production . We have reduced prices for potatoes and cabbage, but 
there are no potatoes or cabbage in the stores. Cabbage has become more expensive or is the same price as 


bananas. Have our collective farmers forgotten how to grow potatoes and cabbage? 


The adventurer Beria stubbornly thwarted all proposals on agriculture. For example, the issue of increasing potato 
production was discussed for three months and for three months we could not make a decision. As soon as we 
put it up for discussion, Beria would suggest reworking it. That was how this provocateur acted. He slowed down 
the resolution of many issues. I think he believed that if complications arose somewhere due to the population's 


discontent, it would be better for him. Oh, what a scoundrel he was! 


Comrades, I fully agree with what Comrade Malenkov said about the decisions that were made regarding Western 
Ukraine, Belarus, Lithuania, and Latvia. We need to recall Beria's notes. We need to look at these decisions, and 


perhaps we will have to make adjustments to them. 


It is quite obvious that Beria sought to undermine the friendship of peoples, he tried to stir up and activate 
bourgeois-nationalist elements . In recent days, the Central Committee has been receiving letters reporting 
distortions in this matter . I received a letter from a woman, an employee of the district party committee from the 
Stanislav region. She wrote to me: "You said that now there are no longer two Ukraine - Western and Eastern, but 
one Soviet Ukraine. I have been working in the Stanislav region for 13 years, and now I, a Ukrainian, am being 
expelled from Ukraine.” And this is being done by our decision. That is how it happens, comrades. Such letters 
are also being written from Lithuania. One communist reports that recently nationalist elements have become 
insolent and have begun to speak out against Russian workers . Things have reached the point where shop 


assistants who know Russian do not sell goods if they are addressed in Russian. What do these facts indicate? 
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That Beria’s proposals were aimed at setting Russians at odds with other nationalities, in order to incite enmity 


between the peoples of our country. 


Voices from the floor. Correct! 


Khrushchev. Beria is acting under the guise of carrying out Stalin's national policy, but in fact he is causing a split 
between nations. Now all of Beria's speeches must be viewed in a different light. Let's take his speech when he 
spoke about the Russian people. After all, it is vile! It is not by Beria's definitions that the Russian people are great, 
it is not by his will that the great Russian people rose up and created greatness for themselves. He needed to pat 
the Russian people on the head. He already considered himself Stalin's successor. Stalin proposed a toast to the 
great Russian people, and Beria spoke in words about the greatness of the Russian people, but in fact he had long 


had hostile intentions. He took a big swing, but he fell and crashed, he lost his spirit. 


Beria showed himself most clearly as a provocateur and agent of the imperialists during the discussion of the 
German question, when he raised the question of abandoning the construction of socialism in the GDR and 
making concessions to the West. This meant giving 18 million Germans over to the domination of American 


imperialists. He said: "We must create a neutral democratic Germany." 


Can democratic bourgeois Germany be neutral? Is it possible? Beria said: "We will conclude a treaty.” And what 
is this treaty worth? We know the value of treaties. A treaty has its force if it is backed up by guns. If a treaty is 
not backed up by force , then it is worth nothing, they will laugh at us, they will consider us naive. But Beria is 
not naive, stupid, not a fool. He is smart, cunning, and treacherous. He did not behave like a communist, but like 


a provocateur, the devil knows, maybe he received assignments from foreign intelligence agents. 


Comrades, the impudence of this man was simply unbearable. We recently listened to the Germans. The GDR 
leaders made mistakes, they had to be corrected, but not bullied. When we discussed this issue, Beria yelled at 
comrade Ulbricht and other German comrades so loudly that it was embarrassing to listen to . Ministers are 
present here, they know what insults they received from Beria and at the same time they were forced to smile at 
other times (animation in the hall), thinking that this was a friendly pill. Now I think that you have a different 
attitude towards this impudent fellow. 

Beria believed that he had the Ministry of Internal Affairs in his hands, and even if they wanted to arrest him, 
who would do the arresting? If they turned to Kobulov to arrest Beria, then he and Kobulov could arrest anyone 
before anyone else. He was convinced of this. But when we saw that we were dealing with a provocateur, we did 
not have any disagreement or disunity, which he had hoped for. We exchanged opinions with each other, asking: 
listen, do you like this man? At first, some looked at us in surprise and probably thought: “Why is he asking this 
question, for what purpose?” (Laughter.) Then we continued: “Why are you looking at him like that, he is a 
provocateur, look and see for yourself that he is a scoundrel.” After that, the answer was: “Yes, this is the correct 
way to pose the question, a matter of principle.” When we talked to each other , it turned out that we were all of 
the same opinion. After that, we organized a meeting of the Council of Ministers, and invited the members of the 
Presidium of the Central Committee who were not members of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers to this 


meeting, and then we opened the meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee and laid it all out there, we 


169 


said straight to Beria's face: you are a provocateur, you are not a communist and were not a communist, we will 
not tolerate it any longer. And you should have looked at this hero, how he immediately went limp, and maybe 


even more. (Laughter.) 


Comrades, when we took this decision , we were deeply convinced that the Central Committee would understand 


us correctly and approve our decision. (Prolonged applause.) 


A unanimous decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee about Beria had to be achieved. This had to be 
said outright, so that they wouldn’t whisper about it later. Some said: how is that possible, Malenkov often walks 
arm in arm with Beria, probably the two of them talk about me. And others were probably told that Khrushchev 
also walks with him. (Laughter.) And that’s right. They did, and I did too. Vyacheslav Mikhailovich Molotov once 
even said: “You walk around and discuss something all the time.” I replied: “Nothing worthwhile, he says all 


sorts of nasty things, it’s disgusting even to listen to.” 


I think that for a time this walking was useful to us and was necessary. On Thursday we - Malenkov, me, and 
Beria - were riding in the same car, although we knew that he was an intriguer, that he was intriguing me against 
Malenkov and against others, and mainly against Malenkov. He said goodbye, shook my hand, I also responded 
with a "hot" handshake: well, I thought, you scoundrel, the last handshake, tomorrow at 2 o'clock we'll squeeze 


you. (Laughter.) We won't squeeze your hand, we'll tuck your tail between our legs. 


Comrades, this is the only way to deal with such a treacherous man . If we had told him even a little earlier that 
he was a scoundrel, I am convinced that he would have dealt with us. He knows how to do this. I told some 
comrades about this. And when they told me that I was exaggerating, I answered: look, don’t be a weirdo, he will 
bury you, give a speech and hang a plaque: “Here lies a figure of the party and government,” and then he will 
say: “Fool, rest there.” He is capable of this. He is capable of adding poison, he is capable of all kinds of vileness. 
We were not dealing with a party member, with whom we must fight using party methods, but with a conspirator, 
a provocateur, and therefore we could not reveal ourselves. We thought that if he found out that the meeting 
would discuss the issue of him, it could turn out like this: we would come to this meeting, and he would raise his 
thugs and God knows what he would do, because we were dealing with an adventurer and a provocateur. 
Therefore, we had to think through all these issues thoroughly. The situation was such that it was impossible to 
act otherwise. After all, things had reached the point that if the head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs reported 
to the Central Committee about irregularities in the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, he was considered 


an "agent" of the Central Committee. 


Now you see what kind of "friendship" this was and how it ended. I think that the party members will understand 
us correctly. Now we need to organize the work well so that nothing like this happens in the future. First, we need 
to put honest people in the Ministry of Internal Affairs, and second, we need to strengthen the control of party 


organizations over the work of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


It should be noted that when deciding the question of Beria, we were all unanimous - Comrade Malenkov, 


Comrade Molotov, Comrade Bulganin, Comrade Kaganovich and all the other comrades. I believe that this 
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operation, if one can put it that way, will not weaken, but rather strengthen the leadership of the Central 


Committee. (Applause). 


Voices. Correct. 


Khrushchev: There should be no fears on this score. Some doubted: how will this be assessed in the party, will it 
not be understood as weakness? And if we do not solve the problems of agriculture, when the country has a 
shortage of meat, milk and even potatoes and cabbage, is this strength? This, comrades, is a disgrace. After all, 
our friends can tell us: listen, dear comrades, you teach us how to build socialism, but you do not know how to 
grow potatoes, you cannot provide for your people, you have no cabbage in your capital. And why? Because they 


could not solve it, the provocateur is disrupting. 


Therefore, I believe that the decision about Beria strengthens our leadership, strengthens our party. They may 
ask, how will other countries evaluate this decision? Of course, they will find out there, even if we do not publish 
it. They will still find out. lam convinced that this will be assessed correctly everywhere . And in bourgeois circles 
they will think: if they did not stop and arrested Beria (and there was a reputation for his strength), it means he 


has character. (Applause.) 


Therefore, comrades, we are convinced that this decision is correct. 


Comrade Malenkov spoke correctly about Comrade Stalin's speech at the Plenum of the Central Committee after 
the XIX Party Congress addressed Comrades Molotov and Mikoyan. We know very well that what he said on this 
issue did not happen in real life . It was said as a result of slander and a certain age and physical condition of 


Comrade Stalin. 


Comrades, I am concluding my speech. We are firmly convinced that no one will be able to turn us away from the 


correct path that our party is following, the path indicated by Lenin and Stalin. (Applause.) 


Now, after cleansing ourselves of this scum and removing the enemy Beria, we will move forward with even more 


confidence and acceleration towards new victories. (Applause.) 


Having expelled Beria, we, comrades, became even stronger. I would like to give you a detail. When Comrade 
Malenkov told Comrade Voroshilov about this matter before the meeting, Comrade Voroshilov, who is the oldest 
member of the party, rushed to embrace Comrade Malenkov. At the same time, Comrade Voroshilov warned 
Comrade Malenkov: "Quiet, he will overhear." Then Kliment Efremovich was told that even if he overhears, he 
will not have time to decipher it. We have already deciphered it. That is the kind of atmosphere he created within 
the Presidium! Sometimes someone would say: "That's right, Lavrenty Pavlovich," and then quietly spat. Is it 
possible to create such an atmosphere in the party? This will not happen now. There will be collective leadership, 
real party leadership. It is necessary that the atmosphere of collective leadership be not only in the Central 
Committee, but also in the localities , including the primary party organizations . It is necessary that plenary 


sessions of the Central Committee be held regularly. Meetings of the party committees, sessions of working 
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people's deputies, and they must be organized without pomp and circumstance, without pompous meaningless 
chatter. All this must be rebuilt. We have great strength. And the better and deeper we develop intra-party 
democracy, criticism, the better we organize and attract the masses to an active discussion of our policy and all 
our economic and political work, the stronger we will be. The people stand like a wall behind our party, they 


confidently follow the party. 


Comrades, I conclude with the confidence that the cleansing of this vile traitor and provocateur will contribute to 


the further strengthening of our Leninist-Stalinist leadership. (Prolonged applause.) 


The chairman is Comrade Bulganin. Comrade Molotov now has the floor. 


Molotov: Comrades, we are discussing the following question - the question of Beria, in relation to which it is 
necessary to take into account both the special situation of recent months and the special position of Beria as the 


head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, who was at the same time one of the members of the leadership core. 


The peculiarity of the situation, as comrades here said, is that after the death of I. V. Stalin we had to demonstrate 
the unity of the Central Committee. This was necessary both from the point of view of the internal and 


international situation. 


The peculiarity of Beria's situation also deserves serious attention. Having achieved the post of head of the 
Ministry that united the Ministry of State Security and the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Beria, as is now evident, 
decided to use the apparatus of the Ministry for his own anti-Party and anti-Soviet purposes. It was becoming 
increasingly clear that he was persistently making his way to seize a leading post in the government. The decisions 
on the alignment of forces in the Council of Ministers and the Central Committee, adopted during the March 


days, were viewed by him as nothing more than a short-term, transitional stage. 


His plans failed. In just three and a half months he was exposed as a traitor, as an enemy of our party and the 


Soviet state. But these three and a half months deserve special attention. 


I consider it necessary first of all to share with the comrades at the Plenum of the Central Committee some personal 
observations over the past three and a half months. These observations, like the observations of other members of 
the Presidium of the Central Committee, at first made us wary, and then made necessary certain decisive 


conclusions, which you are now aware of. 


Here is the first fact relating to these observations. 


You, members of the Plenum of the Central Committee, remember who came forward here in March with the 
proposal about the Chairman of the Council of Ministers. It was Beria, who then arrogated this right to himself. 
After that, as is known, the Supreme Council convened. And at the Supreme Council, Beria came forward with 
the proposal about the Chairman of the Council of Ministers, although this time he did it without any decision of 


the Central Committee. 
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We, members of the Presidium of the Central Committee, could not help but pay attention to this. Even before the 
meeting of the Supreme Soviet, I called him on the phone and tried to dissuade him from this intention. It seemed 
to me that it would be more correct for our party's proposal about the head of the Soviet Government to come 
directly from the Secretary of the Central Committee, Comrade Khrushchev, at the session of the Supreme Soviet. 
This is what I proposed in a conversation with Beria. However, he did not agree with this proposal and insisted 
that he be the one to make this proposal in the Supreme Soviet. In order not to introduce discord, but on the 
contrary, in this case to demonstrate the unity of the party's leading core, we had to refuse to put this question to 


the Presidium of the Central Committee for consideration. 


The second fact that cannot be ignored. You read the minutes of the Presidium of the Central Committee and 
probably ask yourself why there is no signature of the Secretary of the Central Committee under these minutes. 
There is an anonymous signature - "Presidium of the Central Committee". Meanwhile, for many years there has 
been a tradition that the minutes of the Presidium of the Central Committee, and earlier the Politburo of the 
Central Committee, are signed by the Secretary of the Central Committee. And this is quite natural. This is done 


in all the Central Committees of the Communist Parties of the republics and in the regional committees. 


The party had long ago established a rule that had been in effect under both Lenin and Stalin: the Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers presided over the Politburo, and the Secretary of the Central Committee kept the minutes. 


There was no reason to change this order in March. Nevertheless, it was done. 


In this connection, I turned to Comrade Khrushchev: why is there no signature of the Secretary of the Central 
Committee under the minutes of the Presidium? Why are they anonymous? He agreed that this was abnormal, 
that it was necessary to restore the previously existing order. I called Comrade Malenkov, and he agreed with 
this. I called Beria - and here I came across an objection. To my proposal to restore normal order - he replied: if 
this is how this issue is resolved, then other important issues must be resolved as well. Beria kept silent - what 
“other important issues" he had in mind. However, it became clear that he was waiting for something and did not 
yet want to talk about his existing plans regarding the alignment of forces in the leading core of the Central 


Committee. 


On June 26, the entire Presidium of the Central Committee was engaged in the issue of Beria's criminal behavior 
and for two and a half hours demanded explanations from him on many issues . Then we asked him to explain 
what he meant when he said that before restoring the signature of the Secretary of the Central Committee to the 
minutes of the Presidium, it was supposedly necessary to consider some "other important issues." But he did not 
say anything intelligible about this even then, mentioning only that it was supposedly necessary to agree on how 
the agenda of the Presidium should be drawn up . Apparently, he did not want to reveal his plans then either and 
was simply lying, continuing to hide his thoughts and "plans." 


The third fact that cannot be ignored. 
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Since March, we have had an abnormal situation in the discussion of some important issues. For some reason, all 
issues of international politics have been transferred to the Presidium of the Council of Ministers and, contrary to 
the unchanging Bolshevik tradition, have ceased to be discussed in the Presidium of the Central Committee. This 
has removed Comrades Voroshilov, Saburov, Pervukhin, who are not members of the Presidium of the Council 
of Ministers, from the discussion of international issues; Comrade Khrushchev, it is true, was invited to the 
corresponding meetings of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers, but his position in this case was not entirely 
clear. All this was done under pressure from Beria. At the same time, on his part, as is now obvious, the goal was 


to undermine the work and authority of the LLK. 


The fourth fact that finally made us wary in relation to Beria. 


For most of us, Beria's true political physiognomy became clear when, in May, we began to discuss the German 


question. 


A number of facts that have become known to us recently have made it absolutely obvious that an unfavorable 
political and economic situation has developed in the German Democratic Republic, that there is serious 
discontent among broad sections of the population of the GDR. This, by the way , found its expression in the fact 
that during the period from January 1951 to April 1953, 450,000 people crossed over from the GDR to West 
Germany. It was established that the migration of the population to West Germany increased especially in the 
first months of this year. Among those who fled were many workers, including several thousand members of the 
SED and the Free German Youth. It is clear that this was an indicator of major shortcomings in the work of our 
friends in East Germany. Such a situation could only be advantageous to the Adenauer government, the West 


German bourgeoisie, and foreign imperialist circles. 


In examining the case, it was obvious that the German Democratic Republic had taken an excessively rapid course 
toward industrialization and that large-scale new construction was being carried out there that did not correspond 
to the possibilities. All this was being carried out under conditions in which East Germany, in addition to having 
to bear significant occupation costs and pay reparations, not to mention the need to carry out major reconstruction 
work after the end of the war. Meanwhile, it must not be forgotten that East Germany is in particularly difficult 
conditions, when, taking advantage of the position of the occupying powers in Berlin, the authorities of the USA, 
England, and France, as well as the authorities of West Germany, have the opportunity to take many steps that 
have a disorganizing effect on the political and economic situation in the GDR. It must not be forgotten either that 
Germany continues to be split into two parts and that traces of Hitler's influence have not yet been eradicated 


throughout Germany. 


Under these conditions, we considered it our duty to take urgent measures to help our German friends quickly 


correct the clearly leftist course that the GDR had taken, especially since the summer of 1952. We did just that. 


During the discussion of the German question in the Presidium of the Council of Ministers , however, it became 


clear that Beria was holding positions that were completely alien to our party . He then began to talk about how 
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there was no point in building socialism in East Germany, that it was enough for West and East Germany to unite 


as a bourgeois peace-loving state. 


These speeches of Beria could not escape our attention. None of us could forget that Germany bore a very great 
responsibility for unleashing the First World War, and that bourgeois Germany bore an even greater responsibility 
for unleashing the Second World War. For us as Marxists it was and remains clear that in the existing situation, 
that is, in the conditions of the current imperialist era, to proceed from the prospect that bourgeois Germany could 
become a peace-loving or neutral state in relation to the USSR is not only an illusion, but also means a de facto 
transition to positions alien to communism. The question arose that perhaps Beria's words about a "peace-loving" 
bourgeois Germany were a random polemical passion, that perhaps this was said in the heat of the moment. 


However, it soon became clear that this was not at all the case. 


In the draft resolution of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers submitted by Beria on this issue, it was 
proposed to recognize "the course of building socialism, pursued in the German Democratic Republic, as 
erroneous in the current conditions." In this regard, it was proposed "to abandon the course of building socialism 
in the GDR at the present time.” Of course, we could not accept this. To my objection on this matter, Beria tried to 
answer that he was proposing to abandon the course of building socialism in the GDR only "at the present time," 


and not in general. However, this trick did not help him either. 


In the draft resolution, I proposed to make amendments in both cases mentioned above: instead of saying that the 
"course of building socialism" was wrong, to say that the "course of accelerating the building of socialism" was 
wrong. Everyone agreed with this. This is how it was written down in the resolution of the Presidium of the 


Council of Ministers on May 27, contrary to Beria's initial proposal. 


From what has been said it is clear that Beria's speeches at previous meetings of the Presidium of the Council of 
Ministers on the German question were not accidental. He had already gone so far as to openly propose 
abandoning the course of building socialism in East Germany and tried in every way to obtain our consent for 
our party to abandon its basic line with respect to Germany. He expatiated on the fact that it would be enough 
for the Soviet Union if Germany were to reunite as a single state on bourgeois principles, as if modern bourgeois 
Germany could not help but be bound by close ties with other imperialist states and as if under current conditions 
a bourgeois Germany could exist that would not at the same time be an aggressive, imperialist Germany. It 
became clear that Beria did not hold communist positions. In such a situation we felt that in Beria we had a man 
who had nothing in common with our party, that he was a man of the bourgeois camp, that he was an enemy of 


the Soviet Union. 


The capitulatory meaning of Beria's proposals on the German question is obvious. In fact, he demanded 
capitulation to the so-called "Western" bourgeois states. He insisted that we abandon the course of strengthening 
the people's democratic system in the GDR, leading to socialism. He insisted on untying the hands of German 
imperialism not only in Western Germany, but also in Eastern Germany. This meant abandoning what had been 
won with the blood of our soldiers, the blood of our people in the difficult struggle against Hitlerism, for it must 


be clear to us that the existence of the German Democratic Republic, strengthening the people's democratic system 


175 


and gradually implementing the course of building socialism, is a serious blow not only to German imperialism, 
but to the entire imperialist system in Europe. With the right political course, the German Democratic Republic 
will become an increasingly dependable friend of the Soviet Union and will become a serious obstacle to the 


implementation of imperialist plans in Europe. 


You see how Beria's political image began to reveal what he had previously hidden in every possible way. At the 
same time, it began to become apparent that we had not looked closely enough at this man before. It became clear 


to us that he was a stranger, that he was a man from the anti-Soviet camp. 
Voices. Correct. 


Molotov: It was not so easy to expose Beria. He skillfully disguised himself and for a number of years, hiding, 
concealing his true face, sat in the leadership center. However , the last three and a half months have made many 
things clearer for us. This was also helped by the fact that Beria during this time clearly became unbridled and 
showed excessive self-confidence . As a result of all this, he was exposed and put in prison. I believe that this 


decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee should be approved. (Stormy applause.) 
Voices. Correct. 


Molotov: For a number of years, we, members of the Presidium of the Central Committee, stood close to Beria, 
often had dealings with him . But only now has it become clear to us how alien he is to us and how dirty and 
immoral a type he is. Now it is clear that he has caused a lot of harm to our party and the Soviet state, that he is a 


great criminal and a dangerous adventurer. 


There can be no doubt that he was making his way, or rather sneaking, to seize the highest office in the state. He 
made plans to use the Ministry of Internal Affairs, thinking to clear the way for himself to rise above the 


Government and the Party. But he turned out to be too narrow-minded a man and grossly miscalculated. 


Due to his political shortsightedness, he relied too much on some of his protégés in the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
apparatus. As it now turns out, he was eavesdropping on each of us. He was watching our every move. He was 
already making open attempts to break the party line and at the same time he began to trip up people he didn't 
like, people he wanted to deal with as quickly as possible. 


Why did he need this? Would he have needed this if he, like us, had been pursuing a course towards the victory 
of communism? Of course not! Whoever wants to follow the path of building communism in our country will not 
find better comrades for this than those who are members of our Central Committee and its leading core. But he 
went against the line of the Central Committee, against the leading core. It is quite obvious that he was harboring 
a plan directed against the building of communism in our country. He had a different course - a course towards 
capitalism. This capitulator-traitor had nothing else in mind except a return to capitalism, just like other 
capitulator-traitors with whom the Party had finished off earlier. 
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I will have to draw your attention once again to Beria’s attempt to establish contact with Rankovich and Tito, 


which Comrade Malenkov has already spoken about. 


It is known that our Central Committee recently adopted a decision aimed at changing official relations with the 
government of Yugoslavia 19 . In connection with this, certain steps were taken and it was decided to exchange 


ambassadors with Yugoslavia. 


Malenkov: We, naturally , wanted to normalize relations. 


Molotov. The Presidium of the Central Committee came to the conclusion that it was impossible to continue the 
line that had been pursued recently in relations with Yugoslavia. It became clear that since we had failed to solve 
a certain problem with a frontal attack, we should move on to other methods. It was decided to establish the same 
relations with Yugoslavia as with other bourgeois states connected with the North Atlantic aggressive bloc 20: 


ambassadors, official telegrams, business meetings, etc. 


Beria wanted to use this moment in a completely different way. 


According to the plan he had developed, the appropriate representative of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in 
Yugoslavia was to hand over a letter to Rankovic in Belgrade, in which, in the name of Beria, views were set forth 
that were alien to our party, alien to the Soviet government. According to Beria’s plan, the representative of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs was to state at a meeting with Rankovic: “I take this opportunity to convey to you, 
Comrade Rankovic, great greetings from Comrade Beria.” He was then to say that Beria and his friends “stand 
for the need for a fundamental revision and improvement of relations between the two countries,” that “in 
connection with this, Comrade Beria asked you (i.e., Rankovic) to personally inform Comrade Tito about this, and 
if you and Comrade Tito share this point of view, then it would be advisable to organize a confidential meeting 
of persons especially authorized to do so,” etc. This entire letter, drafted by Beria, was designed to establish close 
relations with “Comrade Rankovic” and with “Comrade Tito.” Beria failed to send this letter to Yugoslavia - with 


the draft of this letter in his pocket, he was arrested as a traitor. 


But isn't it clear what this attempt by Beria to conspire with Rankovic and Tito, who are behaving like enemies of 
the Soviet Union, means? Isn't it clear that this letter, written by Beria in secret from the present Government, was 
yet another brazen attempt to stab the Soviet state in the back and to render a direct service to the imperialist 
camp? This fact alone would be enough to conclude: Beria is an agent of the alien camp, an agent of the class 


enemy. 
Voices. Correct. 
Molotov. Beria got into our combat headquarters and sat there for a long time, hiding. While he was waiting, he 


certainly did not sit with his hands folded. We still have to thoroughly sort out his dark deeds and dealings. Now 


we have the necessary opportunities for this. 
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He wanted to use Comrade Stalin's death for his own hostile purposes. He, like our enemies abroad, counted on 
the fact that at that moment the party would be weakened, that there would be confusion in our midst - and he 
would be able to use this for his own purposes. We see now that his calculations were connected first of all with 
the use of the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, although I have no doubt that these calculations were 


built on sand, since it is certain that the overwhelming majority of the Chekists would not have followed him. 


Voices. Correct. 


Molotov. Of course, there could have been some scoundrels in the MVD apparatus, especially from among the 
people previously selected by Beria himself . But there were enough strong communists in the MVD apparatus, 
as well as in other main organizations. Therefore, Beria's treacherous calculations on the MVD apparatus could 
not be justified, although it does not follow from this that attempts to implement these calculations could not 


cause enormous damage to the Soviet state. 


What internal forces in the country could Beria count on? 


Couldn't Beria and the people associated with him count on getting support for their hidden plans from the 
workers, or the collective farmers, or the intelligentsia? Of course, they couldn't. He and his anti-Soviet plans did 


not have and could not find any real support inside the country, in the working class, among the workers. 


His anti-Soviet plans were connected with the expectation of support from the imperialist camp. 


He could count mainly on the sympathy and support of certain foreign bourgeois circles, on the support of, say, 
the Churchills, Dulles, or Tito-Rankoviches. He could not count on anyone except the sworn enemies of the Soviet 
Union in his plans to seize power. It follows from this that we must dig deep into his biography, into his past, in 


order to fully understand his vile, treacherous role in our country, in our party. 

We haven't done much work on his biography. Now we must do more seriously. 

How did it happen that such a seasoned enemy as Beria could get into our party and its governing body? 

To this question, without going into the deep reasons for such facts, one can give a simple answer: this is the result 
of insufficient vigilance of our Central Committee, including Comrade Stalin. Beria found some human 
weaknesses in I. V. Stalin, and who doesn’t? He cleverly exploited them, and he succeeded in this for a number 
of years. 

I personally have to work in Moscow . Looking back, I see that since Beria came to Moscow in 1938, the general 


atmosphere and working environment in the Central Committee began to noticeably deteriorate. He had 


poisoned the atmosphere with his intrigues before, but especially since he came to work in Moscow. 
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Beria also played his vile role in the fact that the work of the Central Committee of the Party was weakened to the 
point that the plenary sessions of the Central Committee stopped meeting for several years. The Politburo of the 
Central Committee stopped working normally and, as a rule, did not meet in full, etc. All of us who worked in 


the center did not pay enough attention to Beria's criminal role in this regard. 


But the above answer to the question of how it could have happened that Beria made his way into the leadership 


center of our party cannot be satisfying. 


In this connection it is necessary to dwell on one important fundamental question: the question of the existence 
in our country of only one party, namely the Communist Party, which is in power. We do not always fully realize 
the significance of this essential political circumstance. Meanwhile, this means that along with the bulk of 
communists who join our party to fight for communism in the ranks of its honest, ideological supporters, alien 
elements are also flocking to our party: careerists, unprincipled hustlers who want to exploit the position of the 


party in power, as well as disguised agents of the class enemy, the danger of which cannot be underestimated. 


In the USSR there are no more antagonistic classes, since there are no capitalists, landowners, kulaks, etc. In the 
USSR there are only two classes: workers and peasants, who are in friendly relations with each other. The friendly 
alliance established between the workers and peasants of our country is directed toward one common goal - the 
implementation of communism. In view of the aforementioned special social conditions, our country has no basis 
for the existence of two or more parties, but only ours - the Communist Party, which heads the alliance of workers 


and peasants and guides this alliance. 


However, the question of the existence of one party in the USSR is connected not only with such a primary fact as 
the absence of antagonistic classes in our country. As is known, even when the kulaks still existed, the experience 
of the struggle for the existence of the Soviet state in the conditions of capitalist encirclement showed that under 
the given circumstances the existence of other parties could not be allowed. Any other political organization that 
would like to be different from the Communist Party in some way would, in our conditions, turn into a tool of 
the class enemy, a tool of foreign capital, an agent of the intelligence agencies of the imperialist powers. One 
should not forget, for example, the history of the Left Socialist Revolutionaries, which in this sense is very 


instructive. 


There is no doubt that foreign capital would throw in any millions and billions of rubles, if only to have the 
opportunity to rely in the USSR on some political organization opposing itself to the Communist Party in power. 
Such a special political organization could have the most leftist platform and wear any signboard, but it would 
certainly be used in one way or another by foreign capital and imperialist intelligence services to create a crack 
and to cause a split among the workers of the USSR, which is the dream of the imperialists. Such a special 
organization would be used by them for the purpose of undermining the alliance of workers and peasants, for 
the purpose of all kinds of undermining socialist construction, for the purpose of intrigue and the disintegration 
of the Soviet state. After all, Tito's anti-communist clique seized power in Yugoslavia under the guise of 
communism. After all, this clique still calls itself "communist", although it is already openly in the service of the 


North Atlantic bloc of imperialists. Why shouldn't someone like Beria in our country impersonate a communist 
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and use all the tricks to gain the trust of certain people and get into the main headquarters of our party? The 
bourgeoisie would, of course, be ready to shower such an agent with gold and support him at the right moment 
not only with money but also with other means. Only in this connection can we explain the possibility of the 
appearance in the ranks of our party of such a seasoned enemy as Beria, who waited for a long time and twisted 


and turned in order to use a more opportune moment, but in the end failed miserably. 


We now see that the provocateur Beria had to disguise himself for a long time, for many years wearing the mask 
of a communist. This is another of the striking examples of the vile methods our class enemy resorts to and how 


dodgy he is. 


At the same time, Beria used various camouflage techniques. 


Thus, he did not stop at any big words, speaking, where he considered it necessary, about his devotion to the 
party. In order to appear as an ideologically prepared person, Beria used well-known methods of pedantry in his 
speeches. Back in the 1930s, a brochure entitled “On the Question of the History of Bolshevik Organizations in 
Transcaucasia” appeared under his name. Quite cleverly composed, the brochure touches on the pre- 
revolutionary history of the Bolshevik organizations of Transcaucasia and the role of I. V. Stalin in these 
organizations, which, as we know, is one of the remarkable pages in the history of our party. The brochure is 
replete with quotations from articles by I. V. Stalin and clearly has the goal of not stopping at various kinds of 
flattery in order to attract the attention of a certain person. Now it turns out that this brochure, published under 
the name of L. Beria, was not written by Beria at all, but by such close friends of his as Sharia, who had infiltrated 
our party with hostile goals, and some others. Beria did not hesitate to put his signature under a brochure written 


by some of his henchmen and intended to play a role in his advancement to a central position. 


Beria also used other methods for his careerist purposes. The methods of a businessman and a shameless careerist, 
when activity in work is not at all explained by ideological considerations and real devotion to the party. One 
cannot deny his organizational abilities, which were reflected in the organization and implementation of a number 
of economic events. The Party could not help but use these abilities when they were aimed at fulfilling the 
necessary tasks. The Party does not refuse to use even the abilities of exposed saboteurs when there are 


opportunities for this. 


Khrushchev. Ramzin received the Order of Lenin. 


Molotov: There are also known former saboteurs who gave us good aircraft designs and subsequently so 
decisively renounced their anti-Soviet past that they became major figures in our industry, as advanced design 


engineers 21 . 


Beria, of course, knew that in order to reach leading government posts, one must have a party card and certain 
merits in government work. Like it or not, in our country, in order to reach high posts and influence the work of 
central bodies, one must have the trust of the party. Beria, of course, understood this long ago. Now it is clear 


that, while always remaining alien to the ideas and goals of our party, he nevertheless showed considerable 
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dexterity and even art in order to attract attention to himself, imitating the appropriate techniques of active 
government figures and real communists. He succeeded in this for quite a number of years, and we must not 


forget that this testifies to insufficient vigilance on our part. 


At times we clearly underestimated some of his non-partisan techniques. 


In particular, this can be shown by one example, when Beria managed to push through the highest party organs 
a clearly wrong decision regarding his friend Shariy, who was an outsider to our party. Beria especially patronized 
this man, whom I already mentioned in connection with the brochure "On the Question of the History of Bolshevik 


Organizations in Transcaucasia", and apparently considered him his ideological inspirer. 


In 1948, the Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia was forced to consider the issue 
of a brochure by Shariy, who was at that time one of the secretaries of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Georgia. The matter concerned one of Shariy's poems, completely hostile in its ideological character to 
our party, which this so-called writer had published in 1943 in a small number of copies and distributed among 
his acquaintances as a manuscript. There is no need to discuss the contents of this brochure in detail here. It is 
enough to read the beginning of the resolution of the Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Georgia regarding this brochure to understand what is at stake. This resolution of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of Georgia states: “The Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia 
considers it established that in 1943, in connection with the death of his son ( he died of tuberculosis. — V.M.), 
Sharia P.A. wrote an ideologically harmful work in verse, imbued with deep pessimism and religious-mystical 
sentiments.” Instead of expelling this outsider from the ranks of the party, the Bureau of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Georgia, as if for show, condemned the publication of Sharia’s “ideologically harmful 
book in verse,” decided to remove him from his job as secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Georgia for propaganda, and at the same time sent him to teach at an institution of higher education in the city 
of Tbilisi, which in fact meant “absolution ” for this scoundrel. This decision was motivated by the fact that Sharia 


admitted his guilt in publishing the aforementioned religious-mystical brochure. 


The matter did not end there. The said decision of the Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Georgia was submitted to the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) for approval. 
Thanks to Beria's assistance, on May 31, 1948, the Politburo of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist 
Party (Bolsheviks) approved the resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of 
Georgia on Sharia without changes. Meanwhile, it must be acknowledged that the Politburo of the Central 
Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) had no grounds to approve the said decision of the 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Georgia on Sharia. It should have been 
done completely differently: to cancel the incorrect decision of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 


(Bolsheviks) of Georgia on Sharia and expel this empty-headed mystic from the ranks of the party. 


However, for Beria, this was not just a friend, but an ideologically close person. Suffice it to say that right up until 


Beria's arrest, this same Sharia worked in his secretariat and was his assistant on ideological issues, drafting 
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speeches for him. He formulated projects on various political issues, which Beria submitted for consideration to 


the highest party bodies. 


I'll move on to other questions. 


It is impossible to ignore the fact that recently, under pressure from Beria, we have made some hasty decisions. 
These include, first of all, recent decisions in connection with the revealed inaccuracies in the implementation of 
national policy in Lithuania, Ukraine, and Belarus. Beria was particularly furious about this. He demanded, for 
example , that Comrade Patolichev be removed from the post of First Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Belarus and replaced by another comrade, although there were no grounds for this. Beria 
also inflated the issue of shortcomings in the implementation of national policy in Western Ukraine. The same 


should be said about Lithuania. 


Having seized upon individual shortcomings in party work in Ukraine, Belarus, and Lithuania, Beria sought to 
give the correction of the corresponding shortcomings such a character that the blow would be dealt not to certain 
nationalist sentiments, great-power or local, but to the experienced party cadres in these republics. At the same 
time, he sought to undermine the authority of a number of responsible party workers. As a result, not only 
unstable but also openly nationalist elements became more active and raised their heads. This lesson must be 
taken into account. Such facts testify to the fact that we are still lagging far behind in our party work and that we 


must significantly intensify the fight against shortcomings in party, and in particular party-educational, work. 


Malenkov: Correct. 


Molotov: Yes, comrades, in the order of self-criticism we must acknowledge the existence of these serious 
shortcomings. It is also impossible not to acknowledge that some of the decisions taken recently, since they were 
influenced by a certain amount of pressure from Beria, we must again carefully examine and accordingly correct, 


eliminating the one-sidedness and haste in the formulations that have been revealed in certain cases. 


What was Beria counting on when he recently began to impose his individual proposals with such impudence, 
directed against the party line, directed against the main party cadres? Obviously, he sought to use the first period 
of I. V. Stalin's death, considering this time more suitable for striking blows at the party. But this is not the only 


issue . 


He could not help but take into account the strength of the political situation in the country. He could not help 
but see that our country was in its prime, that it was growing stronger economically, that its achievements in 
technology and science were growing every day, that we were creating numerous and well-trained qualified 


personnel for further steady progress in socialist construction. 


But, comrades, let us not forget that we also have many shortcomings in our work, that there are also omissions 


and irregularities in the national economy that have not received due attention for a long time. 


182 


In recent years, some decisions have been made, sometimes in obvious haste, which we are obliged to immediately 
check and correct. We have already been forced to make a number of such decisions, for example, canceling the 
decision to build the Turkmen Canal. The decision to build this canal was made at the time without serious 
preparation. At first, this construction was estimated at several billion rubles and the matter was considered more 
or less justified. However, it soon became clear that the construction of this canal, together with all the 
accompanying irrigation and other work, would cost 30 billion rubles. Everyone also remembers that the initiators 
of this construction were by no means any Soviet or party organizations of Turkmenistan. The corresponding 
decision was made at the behest of the central authorities, without the necessary discussions with comrades from 
Turkmenistan and without any serious preparation at all. To date, we do not know of any institutions or leading 
comrades who would insist on the urgency of building this canal. Naturally, we came to the conclusion to cancel 
the previously adopted decision on this construction. This same lack of preparation was reflected in the decisions 
on some other construction projects, for which it was proposed to allocate many billions of rubles, but the urgency 


of the construction of which was by no means proven. 


On the other hand, from the speeches of Comrades Malenkov and Khrushchev you see how urgent are, for 
example, such agricultural issues as livestock and vegetable growing, which have not received any attention in 
recent years. We must take up such issues now, without delay. This will require the allocation of considerable 


state funds, materials, and machinery in the near future . 


The urgency of solving these issues is also known to the provocateur Beria. It is for this reason, apparently, that 
he not only did not help in correcting and improving the aforementioned areas of economic work, but did just 
the opposite. It was obvious that he was hindering the correction of the situation, holding up the discussion of 
these issues and in every way delaying the implementation of the relevant measures. But no one, no provocateur 
will succeed in achieving his vile goals. We just need to really get down to these issues, without being afraid to 


seriously correct some things in our work. 


Voices from the floor. Correct! 


Molotov: We must also dwell on the international situation. 


Indeed, after the Second World War , such changes took place in the international situation that they raised the 
international weight of the USSR to an unprecedented level. The Soviet Union together with its friendly states 
now unites 800 million people. China, North Korea, Poland, Czechoslovakia, the GDR, Romania, Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Albania, and the Mongolian People's Republic now stand in the same ranks with the Soviet Union. Two 
world markets have been formed, as was remarkably correctly stated in I. V. Stalin's "Economic Problems." And 
the formation of two world markets, one of which has the Soviet Union as its base, is a historical event of the 
greatest importance. The balance of international forces changed radically after the Second World War in favor of 
the USSR and its friendly states. It cannot be said that these events were not given serious attention in the capitalist 
world. In capitalist countries, anxiety is growing for their future, for their existence, and the governments of the 


imperialist states are not sitting idly by. 
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Before our very eyes, new adventures are being carried out against the Soviet Union and the people's democracies. 
In mid-June, the well-known Berlin adventure made a noise, resulting in a kind of putsch. Lately, everything has 
been done to delay the conclusion of an armistice in Korea, although the measures taken to strengthen peace- 
loving steps by the USSR, China and North Korea are making it extremely difficult to carry out such aggressive 
imperialist plans. You know that in recent months we have launched the so-called "peace initiative" of the USSR, 
which has caused considerable tremors in the ranks of our aggressive opponents. In the imperialist camp, they 


sense that the strength of our country and our friends is steadily growing. 


If we take all these circumstances into account, it will become clear why, under the present circumstances, our 
class enemies abroad are striving to intensify their anti-Soviet work. They have now moved on to open acts of 
subversion, terror and sabotage against countries belonging to the camp of socialism and democracy. They are 
prepared to resort to almost any means to bring about disorganization or at least sow uncertainty in the USSR 
and the countries of people's democracy. It seems to me that it is precisely in this connection that we should 
consider the question of Beria, who has become too unbridled in recent weeks and has thereby unwittingly 


contributed to his own exposure. 


In the last three months, Beria's behavior was characterized by the fact that he began to become impudent and 
hasten his attacks against our party and the Soviet government. Obviously, this was not only his personal desire, 
but it also reflected the fact that he was being hurried. Apparently, he was being hurried from abroad. It seems 
that those imperialist circles whose agent he was in our midst were apparently afraid of missing what they 
considered to be a suitable moment and, losing patience, began to push their agent-provocateur to hasty 
adventurist actions. The matter ended in failure for Beria, failure for yet another agent of the imperialists, with 


whose use they had significant calculations. 


The class enemy has made another attempt to weaken the leadership of our party, the combat staff of our country. 
He counted on weakening our state, but his calculations have failed. We have cleansed ourselves of one of the 
dangerous agents of the class enemy. By this we have strengthened our party, strengthened the Soviet state. 


(Stormy applause ) 


Today, as before, we stand firmly on our own feet. Having cleared our central organ of a dangerous enemy - the 
provocateur, we have become even stronger. Now in our midst, in the core of leaders, relations have become 
clearer, and this has a great positive significance: we are not afraid to talk to each other, and when necessary, to 
argue among ourselves, although not long ago we were forced to look around every now and then, so that we 


would not be overheard and stabbed in the back. 
From all this we must draw simple but serious Bolshevik conclusions: we must raise even higher the banner of 
party spirit, integrity, and vigilance in all work, and then we can confidently look forward to our country being 


assured of further and even greater successes in the construction of communism. (Applause ) 


Chairman Comrade Bulganin. There is a proposal, comrades, to stop the work of the Plenum today and to 


announce a break until tomorrow. No objections? No. 
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The meeting is tomorrow at 12 noon. 


SESSION TWO 


Morning, July 3rd 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. I declare the meeting of the Plenum open. We continue the discussion of 


Comrade Malenkov's report. 


Comrade Bulganin has the floor. Comrade Serdyuk, get ready. 


Bulganin: Comrades! Comrade Malenkov reported everything thoroughly, correctly and, I would say, well. 
Comrades Khrushchev and Molotov correctly continued to cover the issue . However, the issue is such in its 


significance that I would also like to express my opinion . 


Our party has seen more serious events. We know how the party broke the backs of adventurers and conspirators 
on a larger scale, who acted in groups rather than alone. We also know from the history of our party that by 
suppressing and eliminating adventurers and conspirators, the party became tougher, stronger, and its authority 


among the people increased. 


Everything we have heard here about Beria, and what we now know about him, tells us, comrades, that we are 


dealing with an enemy of the party, with an enemy of the Soviet state and people. 


Even during Comrade Stalin's lifetime, Beria behaved very suspiciously. Before our very eyes, we saw it, he 
behaved rudely, impudently, brazenly disregarding the collective, disregarding comrades, intriguing before 
Comrade Stalin. Each of us saw many times from Beria the most vile, the most vile intrigues before Comrade 
Stalin about the comrades surrounding him. This was in Beria’s character and, apparently, he did it in the interests 


of a long-term goal. 


After the death of Comrade Stalin, Beria not only continued this line of disunity among the collective, intrigue, 
and discreditation, but, as you see, he behaved even more brazenly and openly engaged in direct anti-party, anti- 


state activity. 


It became clear that we couldn't leave things like that. If we left things like that, we would inevitably end up in an 


adventure. 
Despite the fact that we tolerated Beria in our midst, and moreover, treated him with visible respect, in reality it 


was completely different. Comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev and Molotov spoke correctly here about the actual 


mood of the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee in relation to Beria. 
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Comrade Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev did indeed speak to me about Beria before Comrade Stalin's death, and 
I want to speak about it in more detail here. "As you see," Comrade Khrushchev said, "we are standing on the eve 
of our leader's death, but I foresee and fear that Beria will greatly complicate matters for us. I foresee that when 
Stalin dies, he will rush to the Ministry of Internal Affairs. And why do you think he needs the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs? So that he can then take matters into his own hands, subjugate the party and the state." 


As you can see, we had such sentiments back then. And that's what happened. The members of the Presidium 
found themselves under the supervision of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Beria. The members of the 


Presidium were put under surveillance. 


There was talk here about wiretapping. Comrades, we have at our disposal the wiretapping records of comrades 
Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Voroshilov. We were being watched. I will give one small fact, but it 
is typical for understanding the situation. Two or three days before Beria was arrested on June 26, at half past one 
in the morning , having finished work, we went to an apartment - comrade Malenkov, comrade Khrushchev, I 
and Beria - he gave usa ride . We live - Georgy Maximilianovich, Nikita Sergeyevich, and I - in the same building. 
Nikita and I live opposite each other on the same floor, and Georgy lives on the floor below. Georgy 
Maximilianovich went to the fourth floor, and Nikita and I went up to the fifth. We went out onto the landing, 


stood there, and said that it was hot at home, it would be better to go to the dacha. 


Khrushchev says: "I'll go home and have a look." I replied: "And I'll go straight to the dacha." I got into the elevator, 
went down, and went to the dacha. The next day Nikita Sergeyevich calls me and says: "Listen, I want to check 
with you . Didn't you tell anyone that we went to the dacha? Didn't you talk to anyone? How does Beria know 


that we went to the dacha? He calls me and says: "You went to the dacha with Bulganin." 


The next day, in Comrade Malenkov's office . Beria said about us : "They're being cunning. They went up to the 
apartment and then went to the dacha." I replied : "It was very hot at home, so we went to the dacha.” "Come on," 
he said, "you didn't even go into the apartment, you went down in the elevator without going into the apartment 
and went to the dacha, and Khrushchev, he really did go in and followed you." We decided to turn it into a joke. 
Nikita Sergeyevich said: "How could you possibly know that you have agents?" 


Khrushchev. Spies. 


Bulganin: Yes, that's right, he said spies. Beria didn't answer. The fact cited , comrades, shows that this man had 


already gone wild, and it was certainly dangerous to put off the matter any longer. 


I will say one more thing about which Beria spoke at the meeting of the Presidium, which the comrades of the 
Presidium know. The German question was discussed here. On this major issue, Beria was rebuffed at the meeting 
of the Presidium. From the speeches of Comrade Malenkov and Comrade Molotov, you heard that the question 
was about which path we should take - the path of strengthening the German Democratic Republic, that is, the 
path of socialism , or the path of liquidating the German Democratic Republic and creating a bourgeois Germany. 


Beria held the latter point of view. The members of the Presidium spoke out against Beria. 
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The next day there was a meeting of the so-called special committee, the chairman of which was Beria and of 
which I was a member of the Presidium. Arriving at the meeting of the Committee, Beria postponed the meeting 
for an hour to talk to me about the German question. The conversation was of the following nature. I gave him 
examples of the neutralization of Germany in its time and said that nothing would come of it. As an example, I 
pointed out that in history there were such facts as the Treaty of Versailles, according to which Germany was 
disarmed, and then what happened? Germany armed itself and attacked the Soviet Union. Beria rudely and rather 
brazenly stated the following: “This cannot continue any longer. If things go on like this, then we will have to 


remove some ministers from the Presidium from their ministerial posts.” 


I say that in our Presidium we have ministers Molotov, Bulganin, Beria, and Mikoyan - who are we talking about? 
He says: "The current leadership will have to be changed." This was, of course , a direct threat. If, they say you 


continue this line, you do not vote for my proposals, then we will simply throw you out. 


If we add to this the conversation with Strokach, which Georgy Maximilianovich Malenkov spoke about here: 
"We will expel, arrest, rot in the camps, grind into camp dust", then there is no need to say more about who we 


were dealing with. These facts speak for themselves. 


Moreover, comrades, there is every reason to believe, and we are convinced of this, that we are dealing with a big, 
seasoned international adventurer, an international agent and spy. His letter , which remained unsent, was read 
here, a letter to "comrades" Rankovic and Tito. Further, comrades , I will cite some more facts. Just before his 
arrest, we learned that Beria was collecting materials of a military nature, in particular materials about our Naval 
Forces. He had developed a questionnaire, and according to this questionnaire, data was collected on what our 
Naval Forces could counter the American and English fleets, what our coastal defense consists of, what kind of 
artillery we have, what its qualities are, and some other data. He was also asked questions and data was requested 
on our air defense, on our anti-aircraft artillery, its effectiveness. Then, at the same time, a questionnaire was 


compiled and sent to the Air Force about our aircraft, their features, ceiling, armament, etc. 


The investigation of this case showed that the data was allegedly selected in order to examine some special issues 
related to rocket weapons. But the question arises, why were these data required without the knowledge of the 
Central Committee of the Party, bypassing the Minister of Defense? Of course, all this data was not given to Beria 
, it was reported to me, and I reported it to the Central Committee. It may turn out that this data was needed in 


order to give advice and instructions to someone. 

Now, comrades, look at the internal issues that Georgy Maximilianovich Malenkov reported on here and that 
Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev and Vyacheslav Mikhailovich Molotov also spoke about . Every issue has a 
background that is extremely dangerous for the state. Take the issue of amnesty: releasing thieves and repeat 


offenders is a blow to public order in the country. Right? 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 
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Bulganin: Let's take the questions of Latvia, Lithuania, Western Ukraine. Now it is clear to us that this was, 
undoubtedly, an attempt to strike a blow at the Leninist-Stalinist national policy and the moral and political unity 
of the Soviet people. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Bulganin: When speaking about the national question, we cannot ignore the Georgian question. You have read 
the material. This scoundrel has taken upon himself the monopoly right to decide all Georgian questions with 
regard to Georgia. I will express the general opinion of the Presidium of the Central Committee: he has confused 


this matter so much that we must seriously examine what is currently happening in Georgia. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Bulganin: We hope that the Georgian party organization will be unanimous with the entire party in the matter of 


exposing and expelling this vile scoundrel and adventurer from the party ranks . 


Comrades, if we add to this what Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev said about our agriculture, then here too, 
undoubtedly, the hand of Beria is visible . Agriculture was brought to a state that was in the interests of Beria and 
his ilk. 


All these facts indicate that Beria acted according to the principle: the worse, the better. 

Comrades, we have heard about Beria's supposedly positive role in his affairs on the release of doctors, on the 
liquidation of the Georgian case, on the liquidation of the Shakhurin and Novikov case, the case of Marshal 
Yakovlev. We must debunk him here too. He has no positive role in these affairs. On the contrary, all this was 
done in order to create the appearance of popularity. 

Voices from the audience: Correct. 

Bulganin: How did things really stand? I'll tell you that even during Comrade Stalin's lifetime, we, members of 
the Presidium of the Central Committee, said among ourselves that the doctors’ case was a sham. Is that right, 
comrades? 

Voices from the Presidium. Correct. 

Bulganin: We said that the Georgian case is a phony, a phony case. The Shakhurin and Novikov case is a shameful 
case for us. Did you say that? We did. The Marshal Yakovlev case is a shameful case for us. Did you say that? We 
did. 

Beria knew about these conversations. I ask, what was he supposed to do after the death of Comrade Stalin, when 


he took over as Minister of Internal Affairs? Of course, he had to finish these things. And these things were finished 
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not because he personally played some positive role, but because the situation forced him to. He knew the opinion 


of the Central Committee, the opinion of the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee on these issues. 


Now it turns out that Beria took a written statement from all those released (the doctor Ryzhikov told me about 
this) on how they should behave in the future . It is clear that the statements were taken in order to keep these 


people in his hands. 


Comrades, the exposure of Beria, especially the completion of this exposure and the arrest of Beria itself, was a 
difficult and risky matter. And here we must give credit to comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev, and Molotov 


(stormy applause), who organized this matter well and brought it to the end. 


Khrushchev: There is one amendment: don't exclude yourself. (Applause.) 


Bulganin: I am very grateful to you, Nikita, for this remark and I declare to you and all other comrades that I acted 
only as every honest member of the party should act. (Applause.) 
Comrades, after the death of Comrade Stalin, the Presidium of the Central Committee had to carry out very 


difficult work, to resolve complex issues of domestic and foreign policy. 


The exposure of Beria and his arrest testify to the firmness, the Leninist-Stalinist principledness of our Central 
Committee and its Presidium, and their irreconcilability toward enemies. The Beria case shows that our current 
Central Committee and its Presidium, educated and tempered by Comrade Stalin, are a loyal stronghold, a 


dependable leader of the party and our Soviet people. (Stormy applause.) 


Now, comrades, I want to touch on the issue of some practical measures in relation to the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. It must be admitted, comrades, frankly, that we have poorly controlled and checked the work of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and its organs. When I say we, I mean not only the Presidium of the Central 


Committee, but all those sitting here. 


Voices. Correct. 


Bulganin: Our regional party committees, the Central Committees of the republics, the territorial committees, 
despite the fact that we have written down many times in the Central Committee decisions the need to decisively 
put an end to the lack of control in the activities of the Ministry of Internal Affairs , still have not exercised and do 
not exercise real, deep control over the work of these bodies. We must put an end to this. This is indisputable. 
Today at this Plenum this has become especially clear. But I think, comrades, that it is not enough if we just say 
this. I think we should say it more specifically. We must establish control over these bodies on specific practical 
issues. The bureau of the regional committee, territorial committee, the Central Committee of the republic, the 
Presidium of the Central Committee must know who is being arrested, how they are being interrogated, who is 


in prison, what the procedures are there. 
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Khrushchev: And most importantly, to strengthen party work among the employees of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. 


Bulganin: Yes, to strengthen them and help them to remain good party members. They say that they are not 
allowed to control under the pretext that incredible secrecy is imposed on all activities of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs . But our party organizations, instructors of regional and regional committees and other leading party 
officials have access to the most secret laboratories, research institutes, where exclusively secret work is done . 


Why can't they go to prison and check on the conditions of those arrested? 


Voroshilov. Check who is arrested and why they are arrested . 


Bulganin: Yes, and how are interrogations conducted? Why can't a regional committee instructor go and check all 


this ? Why can a regional committee instructor go to any top secret laboratory, but can't go here? 


And another question - about personnel. I think that we also did not finish the job with personnel, we wrote down 
many times , but did not do what needed to be done. We often talked about the need to replace many people in 
the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, to change, to put in new ones. But how was this done? For the 
center, we took people from the periphery, the same people from the Ministry of Internal Affairs. We need to put 


new people there. 


Voices. Correct. 


Bulganin. From our party and state apparatus. 


Voices. That's right, we need new people. 


Bulganin: I often heard that newly appointed workers were experienced Chekists, and it was these experienced 
Chekists who spoiled the work. 


What happened ? What is the MVD? It is the Cheka — the Extraordinary Commission. You remember, at least most 
remember and know the Cheka for combating counterrevolution, sabotage, and speculation. They were created 
in the most difficult years of the Soviet power, during the civil war. The MVD remains the same today, nothing 
has changed except the name. And the rights are the same, the methods of work are the same, and we have already 


lived for 35 years. Can we tolerate this any longer? We need to put an end to this. 
There are some questions that I think need to be reconsidered. For example, should prisons be left under the 
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Internal Affairs? Should they be transferred to the justice authorities, and the 


Ministry of Internal Affairs made into an intelligence agency? 


Another question. We must implement Comrade Stalin's repeated instructions to make the Ministry of Internal 


Affairs a civilian ministry, not a military one. 
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Voices. Correct. 


Bulganin: We have an army, there are generals, officers, and soldiers. But why is our Ministry of Internal Affairs 
militarized? We all know that Comrade Stalin repeatedly scolded and scolded Beria: "This," he said, "is your tricks, 
your work." The Ministry of Internal Affairs must be de-militarized. For the employees of the Ministry of Internal 


Affairs, the simpler they are , the better, and their work will become more effective. 


Comrades, I am finishing. I will say in conclusion that a great deal has been done. A serious and dangerous 
adventure for the party and the state has been prevented. All this shows that our party is a strong and solid party. 
Comrade Stalin left us a strong and united party. It remains so today. This Plenum of the Central Committee also 
shows this. Everything that is happening at the Plenum shows that the present Plenum will be unanimous in its 


decision and will approve the actions of the Presidium of the Central Committee. (Prolonged applause.) 


The decisions of the Plenum will further strengthen the ranks of our party, will further unite these ranks around 
our Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee, so that with honor and dignity we can carry forward the banner of 


Lenin-Stalin to communism. (Applause.) 


Chairman comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Serdyuk has the floor. Comrade Bakradze, get ready. 


Serdyuk: Comrades, the history of our Communist Party, as Comrade Malenkov, Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade 
Molotov, and Comrade Bulganin just spoke to me about it very vividly, has shown how the enemies of our Soviet 
people, the Soviet state, the party tried to strike a blow first of all at the leadership of our party, to sow discord, 
to disunite, to strike at the most sacred of our Soviet people - the workers, the collective farmers, the intelligentsia 
- this is our Communist Party, which is leading our Soviet people to a bright future - to communism, and is leading 
it successfully. And so at this Plenum of the Central Committee of the Party we are discussing the issue of one of 
the notorious enemies (I say directly that this is an enemy of the party, the Soviet state) trying to strike a blow at 


our Communist Party, the leadership of the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee of the Party. 


But, as Comrade Malenkov reported in his report, and in their speeches Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Molotov, 
Comrade Bulganin showed that the party exposed and destroyed the enemies of the party and the people , and 
after each destruction of the enemies it grew stronger, united, and led the people along the path to communism 


outlined by Lenin and Stalin. 


I believe that the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party acted absolutely correctly in removing Beria , 
who had infiltrated the leadership of this adventurer, spy, and notorious enemy of our Soviet state, from his posts, 
expelling him from the Party and arresting him. This decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
Party found unanimous approval from all of us present at this Plenum. We approved it after listening to the report 
of Comrade Malenkov and the speeches of Presidium members Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Molotov, 


Comrade Bulganin. 
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I believe, like everyone else present here, that this decision will find unanimous support and approval from all 


communists of our great party of Lenin and Stalin. (Applause.) 


Comrades, our leadership, the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee of our party, will be supported by the 
communists, will be supported by our Soviet people, who have shed so much blood and sweat to build a new, 
bright, communist society in our country. From the detailed report of Comrade Malenkov, from the speeches of 
Presidium members Comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, and Bulganin, we see to what baseness the enemy who had 
infiltrated our ranks had reached. He, comrades, wanted to decapitate our Soviet state. He, as Comrade Malenkov 
and all the speakers have said here, wanted, having become Minister of Internal Affairs , to subjugate the party. 
If you think about it, comrades, he was planning something terrible. He did not succeed, and in this lies the 


strength of the Leninist-Stalinist education of the leadership of our party. 


Look at what this scoundrel tried to do among the leadership? To sow mistrust, but the leaders of our party, 
brought up by Lenin and Stalin, decided the issue correctly, and its solution will find, I repeat, the unanimous 


support of the entire Soviet state, the entire Soviet people. 


Beria, as is now very clearly evident from Comrade Malenkov's report and other speeches, having made his way 
to the leadership, forced the plans he had outlined. I, comrades, knew Beria as one of the leaders and did not 


know him closely, and I believed that he was working for the benefit of our party, for the benefit of our state. 


Voroshilov: That's what everyone thought. 


Serdyuk. But now, in light of events, you can clearly see how skillfully he carried it out, at least in the examples 
after he became Minister of Internal Affairs, in the placement of personnel. Comrades, in one and a half to two 
months he replaced all the heads of the regional departments of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in Ukraine without 
the knowledge of the Central Committee . While in Lvov, Kirichenko told me that Strokach was being recalled to 
Moscow. Why, I asked. It is probably because Strokach is a party man, a most devoted communist, he goes to the 
regional committee, informs the regional committee and me as the secretary of the regional committee what he is 
thinking of doing and what some Meshik, appointed by Beria, demands of him. Look - in two months he moved 
all the heads. Comrade Strokach is a communist, a real Bolshevik, he is objectionable . And what is the matter? I 
understood when comrade Malenkov reported at the Plenum and from the speeches of comrades. I did not know 
these things. I, placed by the party at the head of the party organization, was guided by the decisions of the Central 
Committee and carried out the party policy of strengthening the party, strengthening the unity of the party and 
the Soviet people. And here are the facts. 


Comrade Strokach comes to me at the regional party committee and says: "Comrade Serdyuk, I don't understand, 
maybe I've fallen behind." And he was recently the Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, and the MGB had all 
the intelligence, all the arrests, all the prisons... It was all in the MGB. Comrade Strokach says: "Maybe I've fallen 
behind, but Meshik demands that I photograph the two most backward collective farms and give them to him." 


You understand, comrades, that, of course, he didn't photograph them with a Leica, but simply gave a description 
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of these collective farms. I ask why the most backward, we have huge shortcomings in agriculture, but we do have 


good collective farms, which can be used as examples to show the life of peasants . What was this necessary for? 


Where should I have gone? To the Central Committee. Comrade Melnikov was the secretary of the Ukrainian 
Central Committee, a candidate for membership in the Presidium. I reported to him that I didn't understand what 
Meshik wanted . 


The second question. Comrades Poperek and Strokach came to me with information and reported that Melnikov 
was interested in what the political situation was in the western regions . Comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev and 
Molotov were right when they said that for Beria the worse the situation, the better. What is the political situation 
in the western regions? Meshik portrayed it as if there was no Soviet power in the western regions. During the 
day it was still supported by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, but at night the OUN members were in complete 


control. 


I then told Comrade Strokach, who is present here, that the work of our party, the communists have been working 
since 1939, then the Nazi occupiers were driven out, the Soviet people defeated the enemies, people revived, 


began to breathe more freely. 


I go to collective farms at night, I am present when the chairman of the collective farm gives orders to the foremen 


and team leaders . Soviet power is felt, why do scoundrels say that there is no Soviet power? 


I reported with indignation to the former Secretary of the Central Committee of Ukraine Melnikov that this was 
being done, he was also indignant. You can't say everything over the phone. If you allow me, I'll tell you why you 
can't say it. I felt it myself. Not because I was offended. Iam a member of the great Communist Party, I cannot be 
offended, it was not about one person, it was about the freedom of the Soviet people. 

This is how far the presumptuous provocateur has gone. Comrade Strokach and I went to see Melnikov when he 
was in Lvov and told him how it was possible that the party was working, that the Central Committee, the Soviet 
government , was paying so much attention to the western regions, so many heroic deeds of our Soviet people - 
and suddenly they were saying that there was no Soviet power. Comrade Melnikov was indignant. What should 
I have done? Maybe I should have gone further. It was my fault that I did not report to Comrades Malenkov and 
Khrushchev. But that is not the point. 


Here is the latest case. Comrade Strokach comes to me and says: “Comrade Serdyuk, I can’t go on. Meshik gave 
him the task of giving him information on how many Russians, Ukrainians, including locals , work in the party 
apparatus, in the regional committee, city committees, and district committees . I don’t know what to do.” I know 
comrade Strokach as an honest communist, as the most devoted to our party, to the Soviet people. I say to him 
jokingly: “Well, go ahead. I know the resolution of the Central Committee on the liquidation of agents.” We 
burned the files of the agents who were there before 1938. I know the decision of the Central Committee of the 
party on the attention and observation of the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs by the party committees, 
that we need to intervene. I say to Strokach: the head of the special sector in the regional committee has such 


information, but if you go to him, he will not give it to you without permission from the Secretariat. Maybe you 
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have agents, then the agents will give, but this is a terrible thing. I decided to call comrade Melnikov, I think that 
things are going in the wrong direction, and then I think to myself: I will call comrade Melnikov, Melnikov will 
probably call Meshik, and Strokach will fall into disgrace. And then I think again: after all, I will not call just 
anywhere , but the Central Committee, and if some Meshik attacks Strokach, the Central Committee will protect 
him. I call Melnikov, Iam indignant, I say, how is this possible, since when should the regional committee report 
to the MGB? I take an active part in the work of the party, I know the decisions of the Central Committee, I know 
what line the Central Committee of the party is pursuing, and I do not allow the thought that the regional 
committee should report to the MGB. Of course, as the Ukrainians say, I “didn’t quite get it” that Beria was there. 
Melnikov tells me: yes, this is an outrage, I will find out and call. Strokach and I are sitting and waiting for a call. 
After the decision of the Central Committee, I personally went to the prison, interrogated. We have just captured 
one enemy of the people, the organizer of the murder of the writer Yaroslav Golan, I interrogated this murderer 


too, [needed to know who he was relying on. 


Comrade Melnikov calls, he says: "Comrade Serdyuk, look at the information, maybe we should give it, this is 
Beria's assignment. But why doesn't Meshik contact the Central Committee? I thought that if the Ukrainian 
Central Committee had said: such information is needed - it would have been there in 2 hours. I received the 


Central Committee's decision and a note, I will speak about this note separately. 


I told Comrade Strokach : I will not give you the information. Comrade Strokach is here and he will confirm that 
I did not give you the information, and Beria nevertheless received this information through the Ministry of 


Internal Affairs . Comrade Strokach, is it correct that I did not give you the information? 


Take the Central Committee's decision, Beria’s note. As the regional committee secretary, I look, I see 
shortcomings, I see that there are a lot of shortcomings in practical work. But now, after Comrade Malenkov 
reported, after the Presidium members spoke, I came to the conclusion that everything is in this note, but what is 


missing? 


There is no single figure of how many Soviet party workers, Russians, Ukrainians, Georgians, were killed, whom 
the Central Committee of the Party sent to the western regions in order to quickly pass on the experience of our 
Communist Party in building socialism, accumulated over decades . How many honest peasants were killed just 
because they honestly worked on the collective farm. The people of the western regions - workers, collective 
farmers, intellectuals - adopted this experience. We are standing on the eve of a historic event - the three 
hundredth anniversary of the reunification of two great peoples - Russian and Ukrainian. Russians and 
Ukrainians fought hand in hand against enemies for centuries, and now Beria wanted to sow discord. But now 


we read in the note that so many were killed. 
Khrushchev: What is there to apologize for? 
Serdyuk. More than 20 thousand of our people were killed in Lviv region alone . This is not in the note. It was not 


in Beria's interests to show this . 
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Comrades, when I listened to Comrade Malenkov's report , I understood that it was not about Serdyuk. After the 
Plenum of the Central Committee, when I had a conversation with Meshik, I will say at the Plenum that the words 


were Ukrainian, but the essence is not Ukrainian, not Soviet, but anti-Soviet. 


Khrushchev: I was told that one of the intellectuals who sat at the Plenum and listened to Meshik's speech said, 
look how well he speaks Ukrainian-Bengali. (Laughter.) 


Serdyuk: A couple more examples. The phone rings on the high frequency and they say that Minister Meshik will 
speak to you now. He was in the region for 10 days and did not stop by the regional party committee to talk about 
the work of the regional department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Then I told Comrade Strokach that if 
Meshik does not stop by the regional party committee, I will make such a scandal that he will not be well. Indeed, 
he is planning some events, why not consult with the regional party committee? And so he relented and stopped 
by the regional party committee, yes stopped by. He said that he gave operational instructions, and that was it, 
said goodbye, and I replied: all the best. And he left. This minister wants to fight the enemies of our party, but 
outside the party. 


Or another example. Meshik calls me and says : why, comrade Serdyuk, am I the last to know about the question 
you raised with the Central Committee? It was about transferring the former prison to business organizations. 
And J actually raised the question with the Central Committee of Ukraine about transferring the former prison to 
a school for training machine operators. Meshik was indignant why I reported to the Central Committee and not 
to him, and at the same time told me that, well , for how long he has been working in the organs, this is the first 
time, that we almost never contacted the Central Committee. [indignantly answered him that for as long as I have 
worked in the party organs, I have always contacted the Central Committee, and not the Central Committee, but 
the Central Committee, and hung up. In my office were the head of the regional administration Shevchenko, two 
secretaries of the regional committee, the chairman of the regional executive committee. I was very indignant and 
told comrade Shevchenko that he wanted to arrest me. The secretaries witnessed this. When there was a Plenum 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine to discuss the resolution of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU of May 26, Meshik was invited to this Plenum of the Central Committee. Meshik's behavior at the 
Plenum was outrageous. A meeting was scheduled for 11 o'clock, he arrived at 1 o'clock. He left, came, and so on 
without end. I expressed my opinion to Comrade Struev, we were outraged by his behavior. I said, you serve the 
party, why do you treat us like that? I said this not to Meshik, but to Struev, we exchanged opinions. If you tell 
him, he will arrest you. (Laughter.) 


Frankly speaking, before Meshik's speech at the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine, I thought that he was simply a non-party person, did not know what a party was, that he was, excuse 
me, a martinet. I reasoned that he did not understand what a party was, what a Central Committee was, that's 
what I thought. And then, when he spoke at the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine, Comrade Struyev and I exchanged opinions on this matter, I said then that he spoke in such a way that 
he wanted to intimidate everyone, to sit above the Central Committee here in Ukraine. I also expressed this to 
Comrade Mzhavanadze, a member of the Lvov Regional Committee Bureau. I went to see Comrade Kirichenko, 


who was also the Secretary of the Central Committee of Ukraine , Comrade Nazarenko, I was outraged and I said 
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to Comrade Kirichenko: Alexander Illarionovich, if Meshik continues to behave like this in Ukraine, especially in 


Western Ukraine, I will not tolerate it. He will arrest me. Right, Comrade Kirichenko? 
Kirichenko. Right. 


Serdyuk. He stands up and says, "Are you crazy?” And I say, "Comrade Kirichenko, he will arrest you and give 
you the inquiry report, and Serdyuk's signature will be there." He tells me again, "Are you crazy?” (Laughter). 


I say, Comrade Kirichenko, there are two of you secretaries here, if he arrests me, please take action. I beg you, 
help me. Iam an honest communist, I have been in the party for many years, I am not guilty of anything before 
the party. I fought together with the Soviet people against our enemies, saving our Motherland. Can I say this 
frankly? (Addressing the Presidium.) 


From the Presidium. Yes. 


Serdyuk: Arriving home (addressing the Presidium): Nikita Sergeyevich, you know me, I told my wife: you know 
what could happen, they could arrest me, but lam not guilty of anything before the party. (Animation in the hall.) 
I only said that Iam not guilty before the party and ask you to then turn to Nikita Sergeyevich, he knows me. And 
about the fact that they could arrest me, the secretary, and they could make it so that I am the most notorious 
Banderite. 


Voroshilov: And they can do it. 


Serdyuk: They won't do it now. Our party is strong, and the leadership of our party unanimously cut off the dirty 


paws of these enemies of the people, now this will not happen to anyone. 


Comrades, what is the strength of the decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee ? It is that the members 
of the Presidium , educated by Lenin and Stalin, consulted and made the right decision. As a grassroots worker, 
as a secretary, as a communist, I believe that the party will perceive this as the greatest victory of our leadership, 
the entire Soviet people will support it, and we will go forward along the direct path that the great Lenin and 
Stalin showed us, under the leadership of the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee, and build communism in our 


country . (Applause.) 


Chairman comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Bakradze has the floor. Comrade Kaganovich, prepare. 


Bakradze: Comrades, the facts and materials reported to this Plenum by Comrade Malenkov and then 
supplemented by Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Molotov and Comrade Bulganin prove beyond doubt that in 
the person of Beria the Presidium of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union has exposed the greatest adventurer 
of international scale, a notorious troublemaker and intriguer, an irrepressible careerist and, of course, a seasoned 


spy, of which I personally have no doubt. 
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For all of us, the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union is the holy of 
holies, and to some extent one feels annoyed that such a notorious highwayman as Beria turned out to be lurking 
in this governing body for so long . However, this unpleasant feeling is more than compensated for by the fact 
that we finally managed to expose and cut off this absolutely exceptional Jesuit in such a short period of time as 
3 1/2 months . This is an enormous and invaluable service to the party of our Stalinist collective leadership - the 
Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU . 


A colossal task has been accomplished for the further consolidation and strengthening of the collective leadership 
of our glorious Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Not only this Plenum, but the entire Party, the entire Soviet 
people will unanimously, with a feeling of great satisfaction, approve the decision that will be taken by this 


Plenum regarding the scoundrel Beria. 


In light of the facts published here at the Plenum, revealing the vile, treasonous work of Beria, I would like to 
recall the story of his rise to leadership in the Communist Party of Georgia in 1931 and then to the leadership of 


the Transcaucasian party organizations. 


It is now absolutely clear that Beria did not come to this leadership by entirely honest means. This scoundrel 
gained Stalin's trust and by means of intrigues, squabbles, slander and undermining unexpectedly (few people 
knew him then) found himself at the head of the Transcaucasian party organizations. Subsequently, he did 
literally everything only to exalt his personality , and for this he did not disdain literally anything. He did not 
tolerate any criticism or any contradiction, he implanted sycophancy and servility, gathered people personally 
devoted to him, dispersed those who were objectionable, and attributed everything that the party and the Soviet 
government did to himself. Having left for Moscow in 1937, he left in Georgia, along with the Central Committee 
of Georgia and the Council of People's Commissars, his understudies, people personally devoted to him. The 
situation was such that Sharia and Rapava, left by Beria as backups, began to pose as the actual First Secretary of 
the Central Committee and Chairman of the Council of People's Commissars, literally sat on the heads of the 
Central Committee and the Council of People's Commissars, and when they were finally exposed, Beria took them 
under his protection and offered to call Sharia and Rapava and give them only a verbal warning. This is how Beria 
corrupted the work in Georgia. The fact that Beria always acted only on the basis of personal careerist 
considerations, by the way, is evident from his vile behavior in the so-called provocative case of the Mingrelian 
nationalists. Beria knew better than anyone from the very beginning that it was a provocation, he knew who and 
how created provocative materials on honest people, he himself raised the provocateurs Mgeladze and Rukhadze, 
he knew that honest workers were being tortured, but until the last moment, until it became profitable for him, 
he said nothing about it. On the contrary, he himself added fuel to the fire, which is evident at least from his 
speech at the April Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia in 1952. During the life 
of Comrade Stalin, Beria did nothing to clarify this case of the so-called Mingrelian nationalist group, and only 
after the death of Comrade Stalin, when he became the head of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, did he need to 


drag this case out and earn cheap authority on it. 


I must say that I fully agree with Comrade Bulganin's statement that the scoundrel Beria confused and harmed 


much in Georgian affairs and that it is necessary to specifically sort out these matters. This will help us, Georgian 
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communists, to quickly eliminate the extremely harmful consequences of Beria's patronage. This patronage 
oppressed us until the very last days. It was literally impossible to do anything independently, sometimes they 
even did not allow us to bury the dead where we wanted. Beria took mainly dishonest people under his protection, 
as soon as you touched someone, a telegram immediately flies to Beria, and from him the order - do not touch. 
Beria almost never contacted me personally, everything was through Shariy, he harassed us. Therefore, not 
everything is well with us in Georgia, especially in terms of personnel placement and ideological work. Much has 


been confused, spoiled and now we need to quickly fix it. 


I fully agree with Comrade Khrushchev's statement that the case of the Mingrelian nationalist group was 
concocted for provocative purposes. In this vile case, the overwhelming majority of workers were arrested 
incorrectly, and the Presidium of the CPSU Central Committee acted correctly when it made the decision to 
rehabilitate all honest workers. However, Beria also did harm in this case, since all those arrested were 
rehabilitated indiscriminately, and as a result, such scoundrels as Sharia, who had been released long before the 
decision of the Presidium of the CPSU Central Committee, were released. The decision of the CPSU Central 
Committee on Georgian cases was made on April 10 of this year, and Sharia was released from prison in mid- 
March. Beria did this for his own vile purposes since Sharia was his executor. In addition, among the workers 
involved in this case, there were individual workers who had committed serious economic and domestic crimes, 
for which they should still have been punished to some extent. In fact, everyone was indiscriminately 
rehabilitated, and now certain individuals who escaped punishment for the above-mentioned offenses walk 
around here strutting around as if rehabilitated in all their sins and demand high positions, no lower than Deputy 


Chairman of the Council of Ministers or no lower than Minister . 


Voice from the floor. Many were appointed. 


Bakradze: It is correct that the case as a whole was provocative, but in my opinion, individual personalities still 


need to be looked into further. 


I would like to dwell on one more issue. Vyacheslav Mikhailovich, it seems to me that in light of today's facts 
regarding Beria, all that fuss that Beria started with the Georgian Menshevik emigration looks very, very 
suspicious. I was always against it. I told Charkviani back then that there was no need to deal with this bandit 
scum, no one needed them in Georgia. However, they still started the fuss through Shariy with the delivery of 
Menshevik emigrants to Georgia. It is now completely clear to me that Beria was trying to achieve this for his own 


hostile purposes. 


As for the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the party leadership over them, dear comrades, let it be 
known to you that in Georgia the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs have been in charge of everyone for a 
long time now. When Beria was the secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia, he 
had the Ministry of Internal Affairs in his pocket, and when he left, he appointed his man Rapava as Minister of 
Internal Affairs, who did not take anyone into account, then they pulled out Rukhadze, who not only did not take 
anyone into account, but also began beating up Bolshevik cadres, and after the decision of the Central Committee 


of the CPSU of April 10 of this year on Georgian affairs, Beria sent us his people - Dekanozov as Minister of 
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Internal Affairs of Georgia and Mamulov, head of the department of party, Komsomol and trade union cadres of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia. When we received the decision of the Central 
Committee, we did not understand the appointment of Mamulov and Dekanozov to the above-mentioned 
positions with their introduction into the composition of the members of the Bureau of the Central Committee. 
Moreover, after the Presidium's decision, Beria summoned Mirtskhulava and me and, in the presence of 
Dekanozov and Mamulov, proposed that all issues be discussed only in the presence of Dekanozov and Mamulov. 
I then realized that Beria had assigned his controllers to us. In fact, that is what happened. They systematically, 


in addition to us, informed Beria about the affairs in Georgia as they wanted. 


Before Dekanozov was appointed Minister of Internal Affairs of Georgia, the chief of police systematically 
submitted to the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of Georgia reports on certain criminal offenses committed 
in the city of Tbilisi. From the day of Dekanozov's appointment, these reports also ceased, and there could be no 
talk of any other information. Dekanozov was so self-important and rebellious that, while serving as Minister for 
more than two months, he never once visited the Chairman of the Council of Ministers or even called him. I was 
forced to tell the Secretary of the Central Committee, Comrade Mirtskhulava, about this, and we agreed that when 


we were in Moscow, we would specifically raise this issue. 


I would like to tell you about one more thing. The Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU instructed 
me to report to the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia on the decision of the 
Central Committee of the CPSU on the issue of the so-called Mingrelian nationalist group. After the decision of 
the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU, Beria called me at the hotel and asked if I had received the 
decision. I said that I had. "Have you read it?" I said that I had. "How are you going to report to the Plenum?" I 
said that I was thinking of reading the decision of the Central Committee. "No," he said, "read it all from the 
beginning to the end, from point to point.” The fact is that Beria's report and the minutes of the investigative 
commission were attached to the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU, which I did 
not consider necessary to read at the Plenum, but Beria demanded that everything be read, and this in order to 
push himself forward. At the beginning of April of this year Before the meeting of the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU, Comrade Malenkov and Comrade Khrushchev called us, explained the resolution on the 
issue of the so-called Mingrelian nationalist group, instructed us on how to explain the resolution and how to 
conduct the Plenum. I followed these instructions exactly and I believe that we conducted the Plenum correctly. 
However, someone immediately informed Beria, as it turned out later, it was Sharia, Mamulov and Dekanozov. 
The latter directly sent Beria the transcript of the Plenum of the Tbilisi Committee and the transcript of the Plenum 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia. After that, suddenly there was a phone call from 
Moscow, I was sitting in the Council of Ministers, and Beria said: "What have you done? How did you conduct 
the Plenum?" I answered: "The Plenum was conducted normally and well." Beria began to shout: "Nothing of the 
sort, we conducted the Plenum incorrectly, you failed the Plenum, you don't understand anything, you are a 
canner, not a politician." (Laughter in the audience.) 

I was completely perplexed, it is true that I worked as the Minister of Food Industry of Georgia for five years and 
did something in this industry with the help of the government. I understand the policy of the party and the 
Soviet government well and I implement it in all my practical work, but Beria says that I understand nothing 


about politics. We wanted to finish the discussion of the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee of 
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the CPSU on Georgian issues at the Plenum of the Central Committee and at the plenary sessions of the regional 
committees and not get into further details, since the issue was clear and it was necessary to organize practical 
work to fulfill the plans of 1953, where there was a big lag. However, Beria forced us to open a broad campaign, 
to involve all the communists in this matter. As a result, for a month and a half, the entire asset was engaged in 
this matter, and the spring agricultural work almost failed. Now I think that Beria wanted our sowing and all 
other work to fail. Otherwise, how can one explain his behavior when I told him that such a broad campaign 
could affect sowing, the fulfillment of the tea plan, etc., and he invariably replied: what sowing, we must engage 
in politics. (Laughter in the hall.) What tea, we must engage in politics. I did not understand this. It is known that 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet government develop policy, 
guide us, give directives on all fundamental issues, and we are obliged to invariably implement them. These 
directives say that collective farms should be strengthened, that state plans should be drawn up correctly and 
fulfilled, that the political situation in the city and village should be strong. I understand all this well and am 
working in this direction with all my might, and what other policy is needed? I have no business engaging in 
international politics, because our foreign policy is handled by the Central Committee of the CPSU and Comrade 
Molotov. (Laughter in the hall.) I told Beria that I was working as I understood and as I could, and after that he 


never called me again. 


When I read in the press the announcement of Kobulov's appointment as Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of 
the USSR, my heart sank. I had no facts, but this man always seemed suspicious and not entirely honest to me. 
Then I thought: who needed to drag him back to the Ministry of Internal Affairs, after all, he was kicked out of 
this body during Stalin's lifetime. Now it is clear that the scoundrel Beria was gathering his people in the Ministry 


of Internal Affairs for treasonous work. 


Beria's patronage did a great deal of harm in Georgia. I must report to this Plenum and Presidium of the CPSU 
Central Committee that even after the CPSU Central Committee's decision of April 10 on Georgian affairs, not 
everything has settled down: the situation is not yet completely normal, much remains unfinished, Beria's 
henchmen have greatly hindered us. Comrade Bulganin said here that Beria confused a lot in Georgian affairs 
and that the CPSU Central Committee needs to thoroughly sort out the situation in Georgia. I fully agree with 
this statement by Comrade Bulganin. We are firmly convinced that the CPSU Central Committee will help us in 
the matter of normalizing life and work in Georgia. Beria did a lot of harm with his harmful patronage. Many 
anti-Soviet-minded individuals, especially from the remnants of the bourgeois, nationalist intelligentsia, enjoyed 
his patronage and have become so brazen that they put their feet on the table. We must put an end to this. Many 
worthless workers who failed to do their jobs were supported by Beria. They could not be touched. Now this too 
must be put an end to. Beria put his dirty hand to the recently implemented amnesty, and as a result, a huge 
number of professional murderers, robbers and thieves have returned to our cities and are again robbing and 


killing honest people. This is causing serious discontent among the population. 


We have a serious lag in Georgia in the area of economic work, and especially in agriculture. Comrade Nikita 
Sergeyevich Khrushchev said here that in the Union as a whole, collective farmers currently have 300 thousand 
cows less than before the war. In Georgia, the situation with livestock farming is so difficult that in just one year 


the number of cows owned by collective farmers has decreased by 63 thousand heads. In some of our regions, 
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80% of collective farmers do not have any livestock at all. The acute shortage of vegetables, potatoes, dairy 
products, etc. is reflected in the mood of the urban population. With proper work, all this can be had in Georgia, 
but Beria did not give us the opportunity to work properly, he ridiculed every good undertaking of ours and 


poured cold water on it. This will not happen any further, and things in Georgia will quickly improve. 


After this Plenum, after the report of Comrade Malenkov and after the speeches of Comrades Khrushchev, 
Molotov and Bulganin, who have revealed to us a terrible picture of the hostile work of the now exposed major 
wrecker and, apparently, old spy Beria (I heard here for the first time today that Beria used to be in Musavat 
intelligence and that this issue was raised back in 1937 at the Plenum), our entire Party will have even greater 
confidence in our collective leadership. With its decisive actions against the scoundrel Beria, the Presidium of the 
CPSU Central Committee has once again and convincingly proven that the leadership of our Party is in the firm 
hands of the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee. There is no doubt that not only this Plenum of the Central 
Committee, but also our entire Communist Party and the entire Soviet people will greet the Plenum's decision 


regarding the scoundrel Beria with the greatest satisfaction and approval. 


As for the Communist Party of Georgia, created in the distant past by our great leader Comrade Stalin, it is 


certainly healthy and firmly united around the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 


In general, the entire Communist Party of Georgia was , is and will always be one of the loyal detachments and 


reliable support of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. (Applause.) 


As for the attitude of the Georgian people to all these matters, I can, comrades, assure this Plenum that the 
Georgian people seventeen decades ago, fleeing from the threat of physical and national destruction from the 
Turks and Persians, forever linked their fate with the great Russian people, and no scoundrels like Beria will 
succeed in upsetting the most sincere friendship of the Georgian people with the great Russian people, their 
devotion to the unbreakable friendship of the peoples of the Soviet Union, their firm confidence in the Soviet 


system and their selfless devotion to the great cause of Lenin and Stalin. (Applause.) 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Kaganovich has the floor. Comrade Bagirov, prepare. 


Kaganovich. Comrades, Comrade Malenkov reported vividly, clearly, and correctly, and Comrades Khrushchev, 
Molotov and Bulganin supplemented and illuminated for the Plenum the political essence and all the 
circumstances of the case of the anti-party, anti-state criminal Beria. We cannot underestimate the significance of 


this entire case, its place in our political life and the lessons that we must learn from this case. 


This is not a question of a political deviation from the party line, but of a dangerous counter-revolutionary, 
adventurist plot against the party and the government. From the facts reported by comrades Malenkov, 
Khrushchev, Molotov, and Bulganin, it is not difficult to see, by all methods, by the essence of the actions 


themselves, by the goals, that Beria was leading the matter to a coup of a fascist nature. 
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We know that in our socialist state, with our close connection of the party and government with the people and 
with the complete separation of the adventurer Beria and his ilk from the people, any attempt at a "palace" coup 
is doomed to inevitable failure. However, Beria could do harm, cause great harm to the party and the state both 


internally and externally, and to the leadership of the party. 


It must be said frankly that if the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party had been late for a very short 


time, perhaps measured in days, we would be in a completely different situation today. 


It is possible and necessary to learn lessons from this case, to reveal our shortcomings and mistakes from this case, 
but first of all, at this Plenum we must note and establish the main and fundamental thing. And the main thing is 
that when the facts showed us that we were dealing with a counter-revolutionary, fascist conspirator, the 
Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party acted decisively, quickly, and most importantly, intelligently. 
The hand did not tremble. The enemy was expelled from the Party and arrested. In this way, the Presidium of the 
Central Committee justified the trust of its Central Committee. (Applause.) 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich: Comrade Bulganin here correctly noted the particularly outstanding role of the initiators in this 
matter, comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov, and as comrade Khrushchev added, also comrade Bulganin 


and other members of the Presidium of the Central Committee. 


When this case came to light here, I was in the Urals, I arrived the day before the decision. 


Malenkov: But when we informed Comrade Kaganovich, he unconditionally, immediately made the same 


decision as all of us. (Applause.) 


Kaganovich: Because we are all people of the same school, the school of Lenin and Stalin, and all of us in our 
activities strive to be worthy students of our teachers in times of peace, war, and any other difficult time. 


(Applause.) 


And this time our party and the peoples of the Soviet Union led by it were convinced once again, as was more 
than once in the history of our party in the struggle against the enemies of the people, against the enemies of the 
party, that the peoples of the Soviet Union and the party can entrust leadership completely and entirely to their 
Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee and its Presidium, the faithful disciples of the great teachers and leaders of 


the working class, Lenin and Stalin. (Applause.) 


Of course, comrades, we may be legitimately asked the question: it is good that you acted decisively and put an 
end to Beria's adventurist plans and to him personally, but where were you before, why did you allow such a 
person into the very heart of the leadership? This question naturally arises among those present and among each 
of us who wants to answer this question honestly for ourselves, to understand and answer it truthfully. This 


question will also arise among party members. 
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I must say that, analyzing the state of affairs, as it happened, we must distinguish two periods in the behavior 
and activities of this provocateur, as Comrade Malenkov, Khrushchev, Bulganin correctly called here, the great 


provocateur, Beria. The first period is before Stalin's death, the second period is after Stalin's death. 


Of course, today we look at it with different eyes, we analyze all his activities differently, we weigh the facts 
differently. However, it must still be said that in the first period hardly any of us had, so to speak, the mood or 
assessment of Beria that was even close to the assessment we give him today, when his vile activities were 
revealed. He behaved much more modestly, his negative sides did not stick out as much as they began to appear 
after Stalin's death. He acted from the background, like a real provocateur of the Fouché type, but on a smaller 


scale, he acted on the sly. 


We all saw that he was an intriguer, that he intrigued one against another, set one against another, set Stalin 
against us and other comrades, but many of us believed that perhaps these were specific features of his personal 


quarrelsome, intriguing character. 


Khrushchev. And vile. 


Kaganovich. And a vile one, of course. But mainly a figure who works with us in the party. 


Voroshilov: Correct. 


Kaganovich: It must be said that there was something else that hung over us: he cleverly gained the trust of 


Comrade Stalin. 


After the death of Comrade Stalin, this vile man, who during Stalin's life had shown himself to be the first disciple, 
loyal and devoted, began to discredit Stalin. Without fearing anyone, he moved from the background to the 
foreground, he began to act with an open visor, he began to behave insolently and brazenly. We became more 
and more convinced of the intolerance of the situation he created, the intrigue, the setting one against another, as 
was Said here (comrades cited facts, I will not repeat them), and the suppression of the slightest critical remarks 
at meetings - be it a meeting of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers, be it a meeting of the Presidium of the 


Central Committee. 


This impudent fellow, this insolent man and this provocateur , as we already began to regard him then, and later, 
as has now been established, this adventurer and counter-revolutionary, who did not know the strength of the 
Bolshevik Party, who did not know the strength and roots of each of us, thinking that he could take each of us by 
the throat with impunity, he imagined himself to be the most “strong” and “great” man, who could do everything, 
who was allowed everything and who was forgiven everything. Each of us felt this, saw it, experienced it, each of 
us accumulated a feeling of indignation, which later took the form of an organized and firm decision, known to 


you. 
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The reason why we did not conspire and expose him earlier is, firstly, that it was necessary to be firmly convinced 
that he was not simply an insolent person, but an adventurer and an anti-state counter-revolutionary conspirator; 
secondly, we considered the question politically, and here Comrade Malenkov, Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade 
Molotov, Comrade Bulganin correctly presented the essence of the matter. We were in no hurry, we had no right 
to hurry as serious political figures. Each of us could have jumped out, revealed his cards at the wrong time , in 


advance, unprepared, and he, of course, could have done quite a few vile political counter-revolutionary deeds. 


It is necessary to take into account that he had opportunities. Of course, comrades, if he had turned to the people, 
the people would have failed him, expelled him, but he had serious means in his hands - he was the Minister of 
Internal Affairs. It was not for nothing that he was eager for this post, and he was eager. When I once asked: "It is 
strange that you are planning on the Ministry of Internal Affairs ." "That is better," he said dully. In general, he 


was taciturn with most of us, only at meetings. 


When we had accumulated these facts and when we had become firmly convinced that we were dealing not only 
with an intriguer, but that we were dealing with a counter-revolutionary conspirator, an adventurer, a 
provocateur, we began to act, and the Presidium was unanimous in this matter. I noted the role of the most active 
comrades, but we all quickly and decisively made a decision. I think that everyone who soberly evaluates the facts 
will admit that 3-4 months after the death of Comrade Stalin is a short period for the exposure and liquidation of 


such an enemy as Beria. 


It must be said frankly that under Stalin, with his general political leadership, we lived more peacefully, although 
Comrade Stalin, as was rightly said, was not able to work so actively and participate in the work of the Politburo 
in recent times. There were two periods - before the war and after the war, when Comrade Stalin gathered us less 
often , when there was not such a collective lively exchange as before . Of course, this was reflected and created a 
favorable environment for Beria's intrigue and vile underground activities . He is a clever man. It was still more 
difficult for him at open meetings, and we did not show due vigilance to his underground activities . Each of us 


knew - Stalin unites and there is nothing to fear. 


After Stalin died, after we suffered a great grief, it is natural that we, all members of the Presidium, old and new, 
we treated the leadership of the collective that was formed after Stalin with great intensity and care. We tried not 
to complicate the work. We worked in such a way as to introduce as few elements of contention as possible. Of 
course, there were business disputes, but still, we made decisions, generally, unanimously. We did not only 
demonstrate unity outwardly, no, comrades. Each of us internally tried to achieve this unity, not to complicate 
the work of the top leadership collective. We saw the inconsistencies associated specifically with Beria, but still, 
each of us thought - maybe the first period of scrapping, adjustment will pass, and the work of the leadership will 


proceed more normally. 


However, this impudent fellow, and now it is clear that he is a provocateur and a political adventurer, perceived 
this sacred care of ours, sacred concern for the unity of the party, for the unity of the collective in a completely 
different way. He perceived it in such a way that now he can let loose, he can act, he can be impudent and trample 


underfoot everything sacred in our party. And he became more and more impudent, he became so impudent that 
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when the Central Committee decision on the issue of Ukraine was adopted, there was no mention in the decision 
of Beria's note being attached to the minutes, and so he calls Comrades Malenkov and Khrushchev and insistently 
demands that it be written down: "Approve Beria's note", he demanded that it be attached to the minutes and sent 
to everyone to whom the Presidium minutes are sent . And then, too, the fact that private disputes and 
disagreements should not be arranged had an effect on us, because it would be necessary to argue with him in 


high tones. 


Malenkov. We had to deal with him right away. 


Kaganovich: Exactly. You can argue with any of us normally, but you couldn't do that with him. Everyone 
remembers our old, wonderful Bolshevik, Sergo Ordzhonikidze. He was a temperamental, sharp-witted man. 
Any of us would get into a heated argument with him, but everyone knew that he was a high-party, ideological, 
principled Bolshevik, and any argument that happened between us ended with us moving on to the next business 
two or three hours later, as if there had been no argument. We couldn't and didn't have anything like that with 
someone like Beria. May our late friend Sergo forgive me for the comparison, but I do this to emphasize Beria's 
meanness. He was, first of all, a vindictive man, and most importantly, he had his own far-reaching conspiratorial 
goals. If we had entered into an argument on individual issues, he might have felt mistrust based on the sum of 
the issues and might have accelerated his conspiracy, and started acting in a forced manner . Therefore, I believe 


that we acted correctly politically, as Marxists, as Leninists. 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich: We held out until the end, and then with one blow we finished off this scoundrel forever. (Applause.) 


The Presidium of the Central Committee summed up all his actions and came to the conclusion that we were 
dealing with an enemy of the Party and the people. We exposed this matter in good time. I think that the Presidium 
has no need to apologize. We have shortcomings and mistakes, we will expose them in the course of criticism and 
self-criticism, but we speak before the members of the Central Committee with a clear conscience. In this short 
period of time, we were able to accumulate facts, we were able to summarize the facts in a consistent manner and, 


at the right moment, decide the matter as our great teachers Lenin and Stalin would have decided. 


The Party and the people will undoubtedly approve of this decision of the Presidium, which will, we hope, be 


confirmed by a resolution of the Plenum of the Central Committee of our Party. (Applause.) 


But, comrades, of course, it is not enough to expel and arrest. We need - and for this reason we are discussing this 
question - to learn lessons from it and mobilize the party for a new upsurge on this basis, to raise the political and 
ideological-theoretical level on the basis of the struggle against enemies, as has always been the case in our party, 
and to correctly explain this matter to the party and the people. We hope that the party and the people, as the 


comrades rightly said here, will approve of this measure. 
Who and what were we dealing with? What is the socio-political face of this whole event? 
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The first and absolutely correct answer is that we are dealing with an adventurer, a rogue, a provocateur and, of 
course, a spy of international scale, who has infiltrated the leadership of the party and the state and has set himself 


the goal of attempting to use his position to seize power. But this is the subjective side of the matter. 


What is the objective basis, the objective background, who does he reflect, what line did he base his activity on? 
An ordinary adventurer sets himself the goal of personal gain, but when we deal with a political adventurer, we 
must look deeper, that this adventurer pulled up some views, unprincipled, without ideas, but still his 


"principles". 


Unlike the ideological principles of a Bolshevik party member, who subordinates his work, his position, his post 
to the principles of ideological service to the cause of the working class, the cause of communism, the adventurer, 
careerist Beria, on the contrary, subordinated his behavior, his "line", his "principles" to his adventurous plans - 
the seizure of power. In the name of what and whom? Certainly not in the name of communism, for communism 
and Soviet power, the party are inseparable. He, Beria, wanted to seize power in the name of liquidating the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, in the name of restoring capitalism in our country. He certainly had his own system, 
his own counter-revolutionary line. Comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov, and Bulganin spoke correctly 


here about the line of a bourgeois degenerate. 


This line of bourgeois degeneration is aimed at undermining the socialist country, undermining its power, and 
preparing its complete subordination to foreign capital, at the degeneration of our state into a bourgeois state. 
That is why Beria slowed down our work in agriculture and other sectors, he carried out preparatory work to 
replace the line of communism, the line of Bolshevism, the line of Lenin-Stalin with the line of bourgeois 
degeneration. Of course, this is only an attempt by an adventurer, it is ridiculous to think that he would have 
succeeded. But he still messed up in many matters, and if we had not exposed him, he would have done very 
serious harm. This matter cannot be underestimated. We were facing a serious threat, which was eliminated by 


the Central Committee of our party. 


Before taking decisive action, he sought to aggravate and complicate the situation in the country. Let us take the 
national question. Everyone knows that the basis of the power of our multinational state is the friendship of 
peoples. This friendship is the result of the victory of the Leninist-Stalinist theory and practice of our party on the 
national question. It played an important and decisive role both in peacetime and during the war. Our party won 
this friendship of peoples in the fight against deviations - great-power and local nationalism. That is how Lenin, 
Stalin, and all of us always formulated this question. How did Beria approach it? He replaced the struggle for the 
purity of our party's national policy, the struggle on two fronts, with setting one nation against another, serving 
it up under the sauce of flattery. In his speech at the party congress, his speech should now be viewed in a different 
light, as Comrade Khrushchev rightly said. In fact, with his praise, he actually contrasted one nation with another. 


Comrade Stalin, after the Great Patriotic War, at a banquet, when we summed up the heroism of all the peoples 
of the Soviet Union who participated in the war, fairly, rightfully - and every communist, no matter what nation 


he belongs to, will say that this is fair - paid tribute to the people who sacrificed their lives most, the people who 
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were the vanguard in this initially unequal, difficult war with German fascism. He paid tribute and made a 
wonderful toast to the great Russian people. Beria, however, casually, in passing, flatteringly mentioned the 
Russian people and, without developing the essence of the matter, filled his speech with flattering praise of the 
national republics, inflaming national pride instead of ideologically elucidating the national policy of our party, 
which, relying on the best people of all nations, ensured great victories in the struggle against nationalists of all 


stripes. 


Our policy is based on the internationalism of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin. The national question reflects the 
struggle of classes. Beria had nothing of the sort. He had flattery, flattery and flattery, praise, praise, and praise. 


This was already his speculation on the national question. 


As a result of the implementation of our policy on the national question, on the basis of the victory of a single 
socialist structure in the national economy, we have created new, socialist nations. These socialist nations must 


be united more and more for their flourishing, and not opposed. Beria led to the disunity of nations. 


His line, which he pursued as Minister of Internal Affairs, was aimed at setting one nation against another within 
the Union republics. Even if, for example, we take the doctors' case, which some elements incorrectly linked with 
Jewry in general, even the case of the release of doctors, which the party did correctly. Beria presented it 
sensationally, artificially, since here Beria also applied his method of praising himself, that it was I who was doing 


this, not the Central Committee, I was correcting, not the government. 

Voices. Correct. 

Kaganovich: This was presented in such a way that some people reacted with opposition and incitement. 

Voices. Correct. 

Kaganovich: Further. Take all the decisions as he presented them, for example, on Ukraine, Lithuania, Belarus, 
and other republics. Of course, there are shortcomings, there are no words. I think that we at the Plenum of the 
Central Committee are evaluating these decisions on the republics correctly, basically a number of shortcomings 
were noted correctly. 

Voices. Correct. 

Kaganovich. However, how did he present it, in what way? It resulted in a sweeping accusation. Firstly, a 
sweeping justification of the OUN members. During the war, it was an anti-Soviet army that had to be destroyed, 
and he portrayed the OUN members as innocent lambs. Secondly, the entire note was presented in such a way 


that after the decision was made, distortions of the opposite order occurred: they began to expel Russians and 


workers of other nationalities from the national republics, including Western Ukraine. 
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If it is necessary to replace the current ones in order to promote local personnel, then this must be done in a 
prepared, organized manner, new personnel must be trained, and the current workers must be given good work. 
But Beria, as an anti-Soviet conspirator, is not interested in this. For him, as an adventurer, the main thing is to 
exacerbate national relations, set one nation against another, destroy the friendship of peoples, inspire, and 
activate nationalists of all stripes, win over dissatisfied nationalist elements to his side, and obtain in their person 


personnel for the struggle against the party, against the Soviet power. 


This is exactly how he acted with his "amnesty" project. We were all in favor of releasing petty thieves and 
especially those who were serving time for truancy and other petty crimes, but he, Beria, despite the fact that the 
first project did not include repeat offenders or bandits, he insisted and achieved the inclusion of everyone - both 
repeat offenders and other malicious criminals . Now it is clear that he did this in order to release them, get a 
receipt of loyalty from them and then use them for his vile deeds. These rabid released bandits are the core of 


Beria's fascist gang. 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich. The Central Committee has destroyed the adventurer Beria and will certainly correct everything that 
is necessary on the national question, will ensure better preparation for the implementation of these measures 
and, of course, I have no doubt that we will ensure the flourishing of the socialist nations, we will ensure the 
further strengthening of the national policy of our state and the further implementation of the policy that Lenin 
and Stalin taught us and which the party carried out. We will not allow the fight between nations, which was and 
is the lot of bourgeois states, which was the lot of oppressed peoples under tsarism and was eliminated in our 
country, to flourish in some way or to exist at all. We will strengthen the friendship of peoples. This, comrades, is 


the guarantee of our successful advancement. 


Let's take the question of Beria's attitude to the working class. I must say that he generally treated trade unions 
with great disdain. All comrades remember how he spoke about trade unions, that they were worthless , that they 
were slackers. But we know what significance the party attached and attaches to this large union of the working 


class. 


Lenin's great definition that trade unions are a school of communism remains in force to this day. It is no accident 
that Beria always tried to push Comrade Shvernik away from work. For example , he objected to being invited to 
meetings of the Presidium of the Central Committee. Beria stubbornly pushed housing construction for workers 
into the background, even when a great opportunity arose in connection with the liquidation and mothballing of 
a number of large construction projects. Incidentally, I must note that Beria also raised these issues 
demonstratively, not in a businesslike manner. He was ina hurry to raise all these issues immediately after Stalin's 
death. 


Voice. Correct. 


208 


Kaganovich. And to show: here, they say, is "my" new course. This was presented as a revision of Stalin. Each of 
us is convinced that Stalin himself would have corrected the mistakes, as always, when he discovered them, 
especially when his opportunities and health allowed him to. And we are not dogmatists, we can and will make 
amendments. We have already made a number of decisions. However, Beria presented this under a special sauce, 
with his own special goals. So, the party will undoubtedly direct the freed up capital investments to improving 


agriculture. And it is necessary to direct part of this freed up money to housing , to give more housing to workers. 


Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich: For Beria, this was not a question . It's okay, he says, they'll tolerate it, there's no need to rush into it. 
Not to mention that this man didn't know the workers, hadn't been to the factories, hadn't spoken to the workers, 


he treated all these issues with disdain. 


Meanwhile, the housing issue is now the most acute issue in the entire country. For example, I was in the Urals. 
There are wonderful factories there, they can provide new reserves of capacity, but it is impossible to recruit 
workers, because some of the existing ones do not have housing, and some still live in semi-dugouts . At 
Uralvagonzavod, at the Berezniki Chemical Plant, for example , which were built 20 years ago, and they have 
many old barracks that were built 20 years ago. New factories are building houses, and the barracks there are 
falling apart, and now the factories built in the 1st Five-Year Plan are in a worse state with housing than the new 
ones. There is no more acute issue than housing. Of course, the food issue is also acute: there is little meat, not 
enough sausage, but housing is especially acute . This also applies to metallurgical plants, building materials 
plants , water and rail transport and other industries. Beria's attitude towards the working class was careless, 


provocative, it was aimed at causing discontent among the working class against us, against the party. 
Voices. Correct. 


Kaganovich. He carried out provocative work to slow down our communist construction, he led the matter to the 
bourgeois degeneration of our system. I will not speak here about agriculture, comrades have already spoken 
about it in detail. After all, itis a fact that even before the death of Comrade Stalin, and after the death of Comrade 


Stalin, he slowed down the adoption of a number of decisions on agriculture, especially on livestock farming. 


It must be said that he knew little about agriculture. He knew about viticulture, and as for livestock farming, 
potato and vegetable growing, grain farming, he knew little, but he spoke with great aplomb on agricultural 
issues. At first we thought that he was confusing things because he didn't know, but then it turned out that he not 


only didn't know, but was deliberately slowing down. 


The question of potatoes arose. Comrade Stalin in "Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR" teaches us that 
economic adventurers (as if it was written for him) do not know and do not recognize the objective laws of 
economics, they think that they can write laws themselves. Comrade Khrushchev, Comrade Malenkov, Comrades 
Mikoyan, Molotov, Kaganovich, Voroshilov, and others prove to him that it is necessary to raise the procurement 


prices for potatoes, that it is impossible to keep the procurement price for potatoes at 4 kopecks per kilogram. For 
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the collective farmer, this price is too low, while we sell them at a higher price. No economics, no objective laws 
of economic calculations allow this to be done. And he, putting on the toga of a "true believer", slowed down this 
issue in order to finally leave the country without potatoes . For an adventurer, nothing is worth: no and no, for 
him there is only the method of pressure. When necessary, the Party knows how to put pressure. We pressed at 
the time when it was necessary: during the civil war, during the Patriotic War. However, this is not the main 
method of our economy. The main method of our economy is an economic understanding of the essence of the 


matter - economic interest. 


Now, I think things will go better. We have many shortcomings in agriculture, but our collective farm system is a 


healthy system, it contains huge reserves, huge opportunities. 


For example, in the Urals, agriculture is in a difficult situation, the regions there are industrial, for example, in the 
Sverdlovsk region, 11% of the population is engaged in agriculture. In the Chelyabinsk region, the same thing - 
88% of the industrial population. Of course, the healthiest population leaves the collective farms, women, old 
people, children remain, there is no one to work. We need to equip ourselves with high mechanization and create 
a balance of labor so that agriculture is not undermined, so that all agricultural products are not imported to the 
Urals, so that the Urals feed themselves primarily with vegetables. dairy products. This is a major agricultural 
problem. Now that we have finished with the provocateur Beria, who was holding back our movement, the party 


and the government will certainly quickly correct the affairs of agriculture and others . 


The main thing is that our party and its Central Committee demonstrated their strength and great vitality. 


You and I know from history that any hostile act against the state, against socialism, has always been directed first 
of all against the party. Why? Because the party stands like a rock, it is the backbone of the state, it is the leader 
of the working class; the party is the fortress of the working class, and no one can do anything without ruining 
the party. That is why the oppositionists of the previous period, even before the Trotskyists, and the so-called 
"Workers' Opposition" and others - Trotskyists , Zinovievists, rightists, Bukharinists and so on - they all attacked 


the party. The times are different now, of course, the period is different, but we must always remember this. 


Comrade Stalin back in 1937, dwelling on the shortcomings of party work and the lessons of sabotage, said that 
the Trotskyists, the rightists, who were a political movement 7-8 years ago, had ceased to be a political movement. 
They had degenerated into bandits, especially this can be applied to Beria - this degenerate of degenerates, who 
has absolutely no one behind him , but attacked the party surreptitiously, counting on his forces in the apparatus 


of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. As is known, to our satisfaction, these calculations of his did not come true. 


However, in his calculations, this was his main instrument. It was no accident that he wanted to go not to the 
Central Committee, but nominated himself for the Ministry of Internal Affairs. It would seem, why not to the 
Central Committee, but to the Cheka? Because this instrument is sharp and convenient for organizing various 


provocations and, as Beria calculated, for seizing power, and at first for opposing the party. 
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His calculations were based on the fact that this apparatus of the MVD is a partially corrupted instrument, as 
comrade Malenkov, comrade Khrushchev, comrade Molotov and others said. It is partially corrupted by the fact 
that for a number of years it was polluted not only by bad people - Yagoda, Yezhov, Abakumov - but it was 
polluted by the method. Gradually a tradition was created, a custom was created, the morals of the lack of control 
of the MVD and separation from the party were created. Old secretaries remember when the MVD, and earlier 
the MGB, were listened to at bureau meetings, listened to reports, analyzed individual specific issues, and in the 
last period, when I went, for example , to Ukraine in 1947, I already saw that the MGB already considered itself 


independent: if it wants, it informs, if it doesn’t, it doesn’t inform, it arrests, it doesn’t report. 


All the facts that were presented are not just isolated facts, no, this is a system of opposing the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs to the Party. Pay attention - Comrade Khrushchev, the Central Committee apparatus summons Deputy 
Minister of Internal Affairs Kobulov and wants to sort out the issue of what personal changes are taking place . It 
seemed that the bad, on the contrary, is good, the Central Committee wants to help, and he, Beria , calls Comrade 
Khrushchev angrily: "On what basis does the head of the department summon Kobulov - my deputy?” Comrade 
Khrushchev answers that this has long been the case in our Central Committee. "No, I will not allow this," Beria 


declares. 


I remember in 1924, when I was the Secretary of the Central Committee and the Head of the Orgburo, the Orgburo 
meeting was considering the nomenclature of workers who needed to be approved in the Central Committee. The 
late Comrade Dzerzhinsky, a man of great ideology and integrity, an honest and outstanding figure in the party 
and state, expressed some doubts about how this would work out. He was a People's Commissar, a candidate 
member of the Politburo, and it would result in a kind of mistrust in his appointment of people, that the Orgburo 
apparatus would check his people, would say whether they were fit or not. Comrade Molotov should remember 
this . Then Comrade Stalin spoke up and said: "No, Felix, we are talking about the system of party control, about 
the system of party leadership. It is imperative that the party appoint leading people. It is difficult for you as a 
People's Commissar, and you should be grateful to the Central Committee for this." And Comrade Dzerzhinsky 


immediately declared that he was removing his doubts and agreed with the draft resolution. 


And here Beria, who is not worth Dzerzhinsky's leg (even if he were an honest man) , rudely and brazenly 
trampled on the rights of the Central Committee. Why? Because he did not want the Central Committee to know 
his people, to have the Central Committee control him. He wanted to control the party himself. The facts that were 
reported here, when the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs were given special assignments to collect 
compromising materials on the secretaries of regional committees and on the regional committees themselves, 
mean nothing other than an act that puts the party under the control of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, which 
means that the Ministry of Internal Affairs is watching the communists, the secretaries of the district committees, 


the secretaries of the regional committees. 


If all the secretaries of the regional committees were in the same situation as Comrade Serdyuk, what kind of 
party and political leaders would they be ? It would be a disaster for our party. Such people under the supervision 
of "Beria's police" could not be leaders of the masses, could not be leaders of socialist competition, such people 


cannot be organizers of criticism and self-criticism, such people cannot lead. He wanted to paralyze our cadres, 
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turn them into rags, so that he could dominate himself and so that it would be easier to carry out the fascist coup 
he had planned in the name of the party. It is impossible to appear before the people in the name of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs. He needed to appear on behalf of the party, and to do this he had to break some people, turn 
some people into his agents and act. This is the enemy line, this is the line of the intelligence services of foreign 


countries, which are the masters of this vile traitor . 


The plan was very big - to tear the Ministry of Internal Affairs away from the Government and to direct it against 
the Party and the Government. He bombarded us with papers, information, we read a lot, but we did not see or 
have a single paper on major issues. He acted as if democratically and presented us with information, but in fact 


he did not give us anything serious. 


I have already said that he acted not only in local organizations, but also in the Presidium. It did not work out, he 
ran into the wrong people. But the local party workers also brought this to the attention of the Central Committee. 
He, this renegade, failed to create a wall between the Central Committee and local party organizations. Party 
people raised the issue with the Central Committee. Our Party managed to expose the enemy, the wolf in sheep's 
clothing. All his actions that he conducted, and all the measures that he took within the Party, were the actions of 
an enemy who wanted to suppress our Party. This is ridiculous, a Party with such rich experience, having such a 
Central Committee, such leaders, a Party that, under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin, had made the path of 
great victories over enemies within the Party, within the country and over the enemies of our Motherland, over 
the imperialist sharks - such a Party this pygmy, this bug, of course, would never have managed to suppress. 


However, he had this in mind and could have destroyed people. 


He began his attack on the party with an attack on Stalin. The day after Stalin's death, when Stalin was still lying 
in the Hall of Columns, he actually began to prepare a coup, began to overthrow the dead Stalin, he began to stir 
things up, to do dirty tricks, he would say that Stalin had said this about you, that about someone else, he would 
say that Stalin was going against him, Beria. He told us, a group of people: "Stalin didn't know that if he had tried 
to arrest me, the Chekists would have staged an uprising." Did he say that? 


Voices from the Presidium. Spoke. 


Kaganovich. He said this on the Mausoleum tribune. When he said this, we immediately felt that we were dealing 
with a scoundrel, a counter-revolutionary who was preparing something. He insulted, portrayed Stalin in the 
most unpleasant, insulting words. And all this was presented under the guise of the fact that we now need to live 
in a new way. It must be said that he achieved something. Stalin gradually began to disappear from the pages of 
the press. It is true that there was an excess in terms of the personality cult, and Comrade Stalin himself reproached 
us, but this does not mean that we should make a sharp turn in the other direction, in the direction of hushing up 


such leaders as Stalin. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 
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Kaganovich: We know very well that nothing human is alien to all people. Marx spoke of this. It is not alien to 
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin either. We know very well that every person, even a great one, has shortcomings, and 
Comrade Stalin had them too . And we, his students, do not intend to deify him and portray him without 
shortcomings. Moreover, we have always proceeded from and believed that our science, the great science of 


Marxism-Leninism, is not a dogma, we are not pedants, we understand Marxism creatively. 


We know, as is written about in the final chapter of the party history, that Marxist-Leninist science cannot be 
considered as a collection of dogmas, as a catechism, and Marxists themselves as pedantic pedants. Marxist- 
Leninist science cannot but be enriched by new experience, new knowledge, and its individual provisions cannot 
but change over time. However, this does not mean that we will allow the foundations, the fundamentals of the 
great teaching of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin to be changed right and left. And this is precisely what this newly- 


minted candidate for "dictator" was leading things to. All his "innovations" are not amendments, but revisions. 


The haste, the hissing, whistling dance that Beria raised showed that he was a careerist, an adventurer who wanted 
to undermine the foundation on which we were sitting and clear the way for himself by discrediting Stalin. He 
wanted to undermine the foundation of the teachings of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin, although he himself not only 
underestimated the theory, but simply did not know it ; in his speeches, published and unpublished, you will 
find very little about Marxism-Leninism. He did not know Marxism-Leninism. He was poorly grounded in theory; 


the book that Comrade Molotov spoke about here was not written by him, he made his capital on it. 


Beria was hostile to the statements that Stalin was the great continuer of the work of Lenin, Marx, and Engels. 
Today, having liquidated this traitor Beria, we must fully restore Stalin's legitimate rights and call the Great 


Communist Doctrine the Doctrine of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin. (Applause.) 


Beria did not want just the amendments we are talking about. Amendments can be made, but to what end, to the 
foundations of Marxism-Leninism, and he wanted to liquidate Marxism-Leninism, he needed it to clear its path 
to bourgeois degeneration, to a fascist revolution. That is why today we have finally consolidated our victories: 


economic, ideological-principled, and political. 


Of course, we take the situation into account soberly, we do not get carried away, we know that we have 
shortcomings. Although the conditions are different, the situation is different, it is useful to recall the report of 
Comrade Stalin and the resolution adopted on his report at the Plenum of the Central Committee in 1937, on the 
question of shortcomings in the work and the lessons of sabotage. In this report and in this resolution, Comrade 
Stalin raises a number of questions, analyzes the rotten theories that the class struggle has supposedly been 
completely eliminated in our country, raises a number of acute questions, speaks of shortcomings in our work. 
Comrade Stalin demands that we have honest criticism and self-criticism, that we have no pomposity, he criticizes 
and demands the elimination of the situation in which, in the name of not arguing, people give in to each other 


on fundamental issues. 


Of course, we must improve our party work. We must raise it to a higher level. Of course, we, in the Presidium of 


the Central Committee, have shortcomings, and I think that we will eliminate them now. Now the situation is 
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different. We now have a truly party atmosphere, friendly, there is no such incitement as when this scoundrel sat 
among us. We will work as Leninists-Stalinists should, unanimously criticizing each other, not being afraid to 


become each other's enemies. 


This is how we must work in the party organizations at the bottom. We must create an atmosphere of party 
democracy right down to the grassroots party organizations . We need criticism, but we need criticism that is not 
hostile, but criticism of shortcomings that we must eliminate in order to improve our work. We must raise our 


ideological and political work among workers and communists and we must strengthen the party organs. 


The Party is above all for us. That scoundrel Beria said more than once: the Central Committee should only deal 
with propaganda and partly with personnel - that is what he reduced the role of the Central Committee to. But 
for us, old Bolsheviks, the Central Committee is the party, political and economic leadership of the entire life of 
the party, the country, and the state. The organizational question is subordinated to politics. The organizational 
question and politics are closely connected with each other, that is why we must preserve the strength of the 
Central Committee, protect it, strengthen it and so that the Central Committee would really not be what that 
scoundrel wanted, but so that it would remain, as it always was, a strong, central organ of our party, which directs 
the entire life of our country. We, comrades, of course understand that the domestic and international situation 
has changed, not what it was before. We have many victories and successes, however, we should not and will not 
get carried away by successes, we will be self-critical and vigilant. We must say that much of what was said in 


1937 must be taken into account today. 


The capitalist encirclement remains, it has become smaller, a number of countries have been included in the camp 
of democracy and socialism. We have such a friend as the great revolutionary China. However, those imperialist 


enemies that exist have intensified their hostile relations with us, and we must be on guard. 


The enemy is still strong, and we must respond to his strength with even greater strength and vigilance. As before, 
and even with greater fury, the enemies will send spies, saboteurs to us, and most importantly, they will look for 


some points of support inside the country for their hostile work. 


It is impossible, while being carried away by our achievements in strengthening our Soviet society, to deny that 
certain remnants of bourgeois elements both in the consciousness and in the unfinished hidden living and 


tenacious hostile elements exist and are fertile ground for imperialist intelligence services. 


There are no opportunities now to act openly against a hostile political trend in our country, especially since we 
have one powerful party and there cannot be two parties. However, given the current activity and aggressiveness 
of imperialism and its intelligence, the remnants of bourgeois elements, including careerist and adventurist ones, 
in conjunction with foreign intelligence can not only be simple spies and saboteurs, but also prepare and organize 
counter-revolutionary conspiracies and adventures. This is precisely where the roots of Beria's fascist adventure 
lie. In the current international situation, no adventures are possible without connections with imperialist 


intelligence services. 
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Beria was certainly connected with international imperialist intelligence as their major agent and spy . The facts 
cited here, his letter and fraternization with Rankovic and Tito after Tito came from England and visited America, 
it is no coincidence that he proposed abandoning the construction of socialism in the GDR and focused on the 
actual liquidation of the GDR. This is the line of an agent of imperialism, who carried out the order of the 
imperialist powers - to betray our Motherland into the hands of the imperialists. Hence the conclusion once again 


- be vigilant and not yawn. 


At the same time, it is necessary to carry out extensive patient educational work with those who need to be made 
healthy and treated from rotten embryos, but at the same time, skillfully identify adventurers and people with 
manifestations of bourgeois sentiments, who require vigilance and vigilance. The Central Committee and its 
Presidium will pursue this line firmly and definitely. The Central Committee and the entire party will strengthen 


our ties with the masses, increase concern for the needs of the masses and further strengthen our Soviet state. 


Comrades, as the holy of holies, we must protect the unity of the party and the principled policy. Comrade Stalin 
said at the evening of the graduates of the Kremlin cadets: "The principled policy is the only correct policy." This 
is the very formula with which Lenin took new positions by storm. We are pursuing and will pursue this policy. 


This principled policy helped the Presidium to resolve the issue of exposing and isolating Beria. 


If the Presidium of the Central Committee had gone down the path of examining minor cases and minor disputes, 
it would not have shown as much determination as it did . Only because the Presidium generalized the facts and 
looked at these facts from a political point of view, it saved the people, saved our party from upheavals, from the 
possibility of serious complications. We did not allow this to happen because we have a strong Central Committee. 
That is why I think that without boasting, despite all the shortcomings that exist in the Central Committee and 
party organizations, we can say - glory to our Bolshevik tradition of collectivism and party wisdom! Glory to our 


Central Committee, which was able to quickly and decisively draw the conclusions that it did! 


Comrades ! Under the leadership of our party, a socialist society has been built on one sixth of the earth, where 
there is no exploitation of man by man, no crises and unemployment, no antagonistic classes, but friendly classes 
of society, a society where there is no division into lower and higher races, into dominant and oppressed nations. 
The great fraternal family of socialist nations is building a new culture, national in form and socialist in content, 


building communism. 


The peoples are marching towards the great goal of communism under the banner of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin. 
The Party itself marched and led the working class, the toiling peasantry, the toiling intelligentsia throughout its 
history, not in the dark, not gropingly, but consciously, confidently, illuminating its path to communism with the 


most advanced and most revolutionary theory. 
Our party successfully built, led, and inspired the people to labor and military exploits on the fronts of peaceful 


communist construction and on the battlefields of the Great Patriotic War, because it successfully fought the 


enemies of the party and united the people around its Central Committee, around its Soviet government. 


215 


And today the party, its Central Committee once again demonstrate their ideological and political strength and 
power, their loyalty to the theory, principles, and methods of Marxism-Leninism. We are emerging from this event 
even more united, even more united. We have cleansed ourselves of filth, we have cleansed ourselves of a major 


provocateur who spoiled the atmosphere, harmed, and prevented us from working. 


From this new test our party is emerging even more united, and our Central Committee even more united. 
Under the banner of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin, under the leadership of its strong, wise Central Committee of the 
Party, our Party will lead the people to new victories of communism not only in our country, but throughout the 


world. (Applause.) 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. There is a proposal, comrades, to have a break. No objections? 


Voices. No. 


[Khrushchev] A 15-minute break is announced. 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Let us continue, comrades. A proposal was made to establish a time limit, since 
many have signed up and it is necessary to give more comrades the opportunity to speak at the Plenum. There is 


a proposal to establish a time limit for a 20-minute speech. 


Voices. Correct. 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Are there no other proposals? No objections? Then the comrades speaking are 


requested to adhere to the established rules. 


Comrade Bagirov has the floor. Comrade Malyshev, get ready. 


Bagirov: Comrades, working far from Moscow, recently after the party and the country lost comrade Stalin, I 


must tell the Plenum of the Central Committee, I felt a kind of heaviness in my soul, that something was wrong. 


What happened, what is the matter? Were all the measures that were taken in Ukraine, Belarus, Georgia, 
Lithuania, Latvia, the decision on the doctors’ cases necessary in the form in which it was sent to the regions? I 
must say frankly, it was hard for me, and you cannot share it with comrades who do not receive documents from 
the Central Committee, you have no right. And so yesterday, when I first learned from Nikita Sergeyevich 
Khrushchev about the Presidium's decision on what had happened, it was as if a great burden had been lifted 
from my soul, and [immediately felt some relief. I think that not only I felt this relief, but other comrades as well. 
It is difficult, comrades, to overestimate the significance of the Presidium of the Central Committee's decision to 
expose Beria. Without exaggeration, I must say frankly, many thanks to the Presidium of the Central Committee 
of the Party for the fact that in sucha relatively short time after the death of Comrade Stalin, this guy was exposed 


and imprisoned, and it was not so easy. 
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The report of Comrade Malenkov and the speeches here at the Plenum by Comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, 
Bulganin, and other members of the Presidium with exhaustive completeness and persuasiveness revealed the 


face and the true methods of the hostile work of this international provocateur, this large-scale adventurer, Beria. 


Beria, this chameleon, the worst enemy of our party, our people, was so cunning and dexterous that I personally, 
having known him for more than thirty years, could not see through him, could not reveal his true enemy guts, 
until the Presidium of the Central Committee exposed him. I cannot explain this otherwise than by my excessive 
trust and the dulling of my party, communist vigilance towards this double-dealer and scoundrel. This will be a 


serious lesson for me too. 


In confirmation of what was said here in the report of Comrade Malenkov and other members of the Presidium 
about the adventurer Beria, his careerist aspirations that knew no bounds, his attempts to always put himself 
forward, to place himself above the leadership of the party and the government, I will give a couple of examples 


from recent events. 


Before that, I would like to say a few words about what Nikita Sergeyevich said here in his speech - about the 
work of this adventurer in the Musavat police. In 1937, in this hall at the Plenum of the Central Committee, it was 
said that Beria worked in Musavat intelligence, in the Musavat police. I must say that after the temporary defeat 
of Soviet power in Azerbaijan, I left for Russia and returned to Azerbaijan in 1920 together with our Red Army. 
But I know very well that under the counterrevolutionary Musavat regime, all the underground work, all the 
personnel, everything that was done in Baku by the party organization, all the instructions of Lenin and Stalin, 
transmitted through Astrakhan, through Kirov to Baku - all this was carried out under the direct leadership of 
Anastas Ivanovich Mikoyan. Consequently, if Beria had really been sent by the party organization somewhere, 


especially to intelligence, then Anastas Ivanovich should have known about it. Anastas Ivanovich never said this. 


As for the Baku archives, there are no traces to indicate that he was sent by the party organization. 


Therefore, it seems that this man has not only been working for the enemy in recent years. Apparently, he was 


thrown into our party by an agent of international imperialism long ago with a distant goal . 


Now, regarding his attempts, his aspirations to always jump forward, to show himself everywhere and anywhere. 
Every time I was in Moscow, the members of the Presidium knew, because we had to visit Comrade Stalin 
together. I saw, I watched how other members of the Presidium, then members of the Politburo, behaved modestly 


at Comrade Stalin's and how this impudent fellow behaved. 


Two years ago, in 1950, a decision was made by the party and government to expand grain production, primarily 
wheat, in the Transcaucasian republics. Now, in connection with the revision of a number of decisions that did 
not and do not have any current significance for individual republics, territories and regions, the Council of 
Ministers decided to reconsider this issue as well and made a decision. Suddenly, out of the blue, Beria called 
Baku and said that he was preparing proposals to revise this decision. It turns out that it is not the party that is 
preparing, not the Council of Ministers, not the party leadership, but he is preparing. This was quite recently, the 
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decision of the Council of Ministers was made a month ago. Moreover, on the day he called, the decision had 
already been received. It is clear that this is not his merit. I am saying this because he cleverly, being a member of 
the Presidium and a member of the Central Committee of the party, knowing what was happening in the Central 
Committee and the Council of Ministers, tried to pass it off as his own, putting forward his own. Or the second 
case, which happened quite recently. We are talking about creating new republican orders. Beria calls me and 
says: you know, I am preparing the issue of orders. I say to him: how are you preparing? He corrected himself 
and said: we want to establish new orders. I think the issue of orders is not a simple matter. It is not an 
organizational issue. It is part of the functions of the Central Committee of the Party and the government, it is a 
political issue, so how can he prepare this issue. 

Pegov: Moreover, this is not the Ministry of Internal Affairs’ business. 

Bagirov. And even more so, it never happens that even on the smallest issues related to our practical work, the 
first person to not call is from the Central Committee of the Party or the Council of Ministers. As a rule, they 
always say: I am calling on behalf of the Central Committee of the Party or on behalf of the Council of Ministers. 
After all, he only has one “1”. 

Malenkov: What orders? 

Bagirov. Orders of culture, union, and republican orders of culture. 

Bulganin. For what category of people? 

Bagirov. For art workers, theater workers. 

Malenkov: For example, what orders? 

Bagirov: You should ask him, he told me - medals. (Laughter in the hall.) 

Malenkov. Orders can be named after someone. 

Yusupov: His assistant Ordyntsev called me on his instructions and said that Beria was making a proposal to 
establish two groups of orders: the first group would be Union orders, the second group would be Republican 
orders; then establish orders of great people of the national republics. For example, he had Nizami, the Uzbeks 
had Alisher Navoi, etc. I then said that we needed to think about this issue. (Laughter.) 

Until now we were brought up differently. I said that we need to think about it. 

Bagirov: Our opinion was that it would be better to discuss this issue in the Central Committee. 


Voice: And did you call comrade Malenkov about this matter? 
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Bagirov: I didn't call. 


Voice. Bad. 


Bulganin: The Central Committee did not know about this. 


Malenkov: The Central Committee didn't know, but it turns out that he talked to the republics without the Central 


Committee's knowledge . We found out about it only now. 


Bagirov: The remark and retort that I did not inform the Central Committee was correct here. There is nothing to 


justify here. This is absolutely correct. But the fact remains a fact. 


I will say more. Apparently, Beria tried to extend what he had done in Lithuania and Ukraine not only to those 
regions and districts that had not had Soviet power for such a long time. He did not contact us , the Central 
Committee, or the Council of Ministers of Azerbaijan , on this issue. On his instructions, they called the Minister 
of State Security of the Republic, Yemelyanov, to ask him to provide information on the national composition of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs employees. Comrade Yemelyanov was also asked to give his thoughts on who 
could replace him from among the local nationalities. Yemelyanov, like a dozen other comrades, was raised by 
the Azerbaijani party organization. Yemelyanov answered the person who called him on Beria’s instructions that 
since the Minister of Internal Affairs requires information on the national composition of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs , [can provide it, but regarding who could replace me, I ask you to contact the Central Committee and the 


Council of Ministers of the Republic. 


Here comrades can say why I did not call the Central Committee. It must be said that we receive dozens of calls 
every day. Until yesterday Nikita Sergeyevich called me and told me what had happened, I did not know, and 


when he told me about Beria's arrest, I was not surprised. 


Malenkov: Why are you behaving like this here, at the Plenum? No one is bringing charges against you, we are 


talking about exposing Beria. 

Khrushchev: You explain it this way because everyone knows and I know. When they met you and asked - did 
Beria call? - you said - no. You know him more than others, that's why people say that you should tell, because 
you know him better. 

Voices. Correct. 

Bagirov: Regarding the calls. I left here after Comrade Stalin's death on March 16. During this time he called me 


twice, as I mentioned above. During Beria's 15 years here in Moscow (I don't want to absolve myself of 


responsibility for the fact that I couldn't figure out this man, I'm not saying this to justify myself), I visited him 
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once at home, and then with Comrade Stalin, and the rest of the time I always met with Beria, as well as with the 


other members of the Presidium, or with Comrade Stalin, or at work. 


Voice of the place. Comrade Bagirov, when you start making excuses, don't do it out loud. You will say that the 


Central Committee has forgotten in recent years... 


Bagirov. Me? 


Voice from the floor. We went to the boss. 


Bagirov. Me? 

Voice from the floor. And they kept going to Beria. 

Bagirov: I don’t know whether the comrades have grounds for making such a demand of me, maybe they do, but 
I, for example, never forgot the Central Committee for a minute and on all issues, when I needed to resolve them, 
I always called one of the secretaries of the Central Committee. 

I could not consider Beria the chief of Azerbaijan, although he tried to do so. That is another matter. Perhaps 
comrade Ignatov will speak out and say more in detail, but I cannot take it upon myself and say that I bypassed 
the Central Committee. I will tell you more: whenever I came to Moscow, I visited both the Central Committee 


and its departments. 


Voice. That's another matter. 


Bagirov: I want to tell it like it is. It's up to the Central Committee Plenum to see how it will react. 


Suslov. The Central Committee instructors were afraid to go to Azerbaijan. 


Bagirov. To Azerbaijan? 


Suslov: Yes, to Azerbaijan, they were afraid that you had a boss. 


Bagirov: I don’t know who they were afraid of and why you have remained silent about the bosses until now. 


Malenkov: Comrade Bagirov, you are making excuses. You were close to Beria, but that is not the issue being 


discussed now. 
Voice. Correct. 


Malenkov. And that's why the Plenum is perplexed. You're making excuses, defending yourself. That's not the 


point. 
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Bagirov. Comrades, the exposure by the Presidium of the Central Committee of this seasoned, cunning, and clever 
enemy, the decisive actions of the Presidium are the best proof of the correctness of the line and the foresight of 
the leadership of the party. This is a guarantee, a sure guarantee, that any attempt, from whomever it may be, to 


shake the unity of the ranks of our party will be mercilessly crushed. 


The fact of Beria's sabotage work once again shows that we, including me, especially after the death of Comrade 
Stalin, need to raise our vigilance even higher than ever, to raise the vigilance in the ranks of our party, in the 
ranks of all Soviet people. Now we need to expand and strengthen our party's ties with the broad masses of 
workers with even greater force, to unite the Soviet people even more closely around the party and the 


government. 


The question of friendship among peoples. This was correctly stated here in the speeches of the members of the 
Presidium, this is the foundation on which our power, our might, is based. Further strengthening of this 
friendship and the unification of all the peoples of the Soviet Union around the great Russian people is our sacred 


task, our sacred duty. 


The measures taken by the Presidium in relation to this scoundrel, the international adventurer Beria, and the 


decisions of the Plenum of the Central Committee will be unanimously confirmed and warmly approved by our 


party. 


Comrades, our party is a party of action, a party of struggle, a party of creation, a party created by the great Lenin. 
In order to hold on to the helm of this party, on the great streams of the revolutionary movement, the goal of 
which is the construction of communism, one must be what a loyal soldier, a loyal son, a loyal student, a loyal 
member of our party should be. And therefore it is no accident that the appearance and disappearance of such 
adventurers as Beria not only cannot affect the pace of our forward movement, on the contrary, every case of such 
exposure further strengthens the ranks of our party, further raises the fighting capacity of our party, further unites 


the party around the Central Committee, further unites our people around the party and the government. 


I, comrades, was, am and will remain until the end of my life faithful to the great precepts of Lenin and Stalin, a 


loyal soldier of my party, ready at any moment to carry out any tasks of the party and government. 


I am not making excuses, I just want to say that it hurts me to listen to some of the comments of my comrades. 
Maybe there are many mistakes in my work, but the only thing I always do is one thing: serve the party, serve the 
cause of the party, serve the people, serve the country, serve socialism, serve communism - that's all I can say. 

Chairman comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Malyshev has the floor. Comrade Snechkus (Lithuania ) will 


prepare. 


Malyshev: Comrades, what we heard yesterday from Comrade Malenkov, from Comrade Khrushchev, from 
Comrade Molotov, today from Comrade Bulganin, from Comrade Kaganovich, shows us what kind of enemy in 
the person of Beria has made his way to the leadership of the party and government. Their speeches opened our 


eyes to many of Beria’s actions, to his behavior, which many of us have seen over a long period of time. For 
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example, as a minister, I worked under the leadership of several comrades - Comrade Molotov, Comrade 
Kaganovich , and Beria. I must say that every time you go to report on some issue to your comrades, you go with 
different feelings. You go to Comrade Molotov with one feeling, about whom we know that he is a strict leader, 
demanding, but always, when you go to him, you know that there will never be hasty decisions, adventuristic 
decisions, you will never, unless you have made a big and serious mistake, be under attack because of some mood. 
Here is Comrade Kaganovich - sometimes a hot-tempered person, but we know that he is also forgiving. He will 
flare up, but quickly calm down and make the right decision. Beria is a different matter. We, ministers, know that 
you go into the office as a minister, but who you will come out as - you don’t know, maybe a minister, or maybe 
you will end up in prison. The method was this: “he will hit you on the head”, you will come out and shake. In 


short , Beria’s leadership style is dictatorial, rude, non-partisan. 


By the way, about party loyalty. I worked under Beria during the war, I was in charge of tank affairs and after the 
war for a year or a year and a half at Transmash and I was convinced that he never had party loyalty. He somehow 
set up or pushed, not directly, but indirectly, that the party organization should only provide services, from his 
side there were only orders, commands to the secretaries of the regional party committees. Many secretaries can 
say that there was only prodding - you do this, do that. 


Voices. Correct. 


Malyshev. There was no situation where he taught us party spirit , where he asked the regional party organization 
for help in organizing party work, and so on. He considered the secretaries of the regional party committees to be 
dispatchers. For whatever task Beria would take on, the regional party committee secretary had to be the 
dispatcher. Of course, this depressed us. We thought that something was wrong here, but we forgave him, we 
thought that the man was doing a great job, he was getting excited, maybe that was how it should be done . In 
fact, now it is clear that this was not accidental, that this was a non-party style of work. Beria did not make 
accidental mistakes. I must say that, of course, we took his authority into account, we often considered him 
infallible, and sometimes we were simply afraid, despite our position as members of the Central Committee, we 


were afraid of him, let's be honest. 


Many of us saw how Beria literally every day, especially after the death of Comrade Stalin, became more and 
more insolent and unbridled. He mercilessly put pressure on people with his high position. Beria commanded 
without appeal, dictated, he insulted, intimidated people, including ministers and members of the Central 
Committee. At every step he emphasized his power and showed that what he was doing was all done in the name 
of the party, in the name of the government, and if today there was no formal decision, then he would still carry 
out the decision . And we had the impression that Beria wanted it, so he would carry it out. Obviously, not only I 
had this opinion, but many others. Now facts have become known that he deceived the Central Committee, that 
behind the back of the Central Committee and the government, using his position as chairman of the Special 
Committee, he single-handedly carried out and signed the most important state decisions, decisions of great state 
importance. Comrade Malenkov has already said that he signed a very important decision on experiments with 
the hydrogen bomb. We started digging into the archives and discovered that he signed a whole series of major 
decisions without the knowledge of the Central Committee and the government, for example, in the work plan 


for 1953 for a very important design bureau working on the design of atomic bombs. Shouldn't the party and the 
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government know in what direction we will develop the atomic problem? He concealed and single-handedly 
signed a whole series of other decisions that will cost many, many hundreds of millions of rubles, decisions on 
special issues. He concealed them from the government, single-handedly signed them, using his position as 


chairman of the Special Committee. 


I would also like to speak on one issue. Especially after the death of Comrade Stalin, and even during Comrade 
Stalin's life, it was somehow difficult for us to sometimes go to meetings of the Presidium of the Council of 
Ministers, especially when Beria was chairing. It was painful for us, I will say frankly, it was often offensive and 
painful to see how Beria rudely interrupted, harassed not only us, the ministers - we had already come to terms 
with this - but also the leading figures of our party and government. It was simply offensive, for example, for 
Comrade Voroshilov. Since our Komsomol days, we have become accustomed to the fact that Kliment 


Yefremovich Voroshilov is Voroshilov. Am I right? 


Voices. Correct. 


Malyshev. One word - Voroshilov - said a lot to us, but Beria rudely interrupts Voroshilov at meetings, bullies 
him. Kliment Efremovich recently headed the culture, voluntary defense societies. I remember how Kliment 
Efremovich reported on the charter of the united voluntary society. Beria rudely interrupted, insulted him. You 
sit at a meeting, and your heart is scratched and squeezed with resentment and grief. What right did Beria have 


to interrupt and bully a man who is respected by everyone in our country , from small children to old people. 


Beria also played tricks on comrade Shvernik. This has already been discussed here . He treated Shvernik with 
disdain , pulled him up rudely. He mocked Andrei Andreevich Andreyev . Andrei Andreevich was ill, we all saw 
that the man could not work, and from Beria there were mockeries about the illness, statements with a grin: "He 


is there, in the apartment, ill." 


Such a disdainful attitude towards comrades whom we all respected was jarring to us. We were not accustomed 


to such an attitude towards old leading comrades. 


Voroshilov: And to the young? 


Malyshev. I don’t count the young ones. We were used to his “knocks on the head.” Frankly, we were afraid of 
him, he had great authority. We thought that it was forgivable for a big man to be rude, we tolerated his antics for 
the sake of our party and state affairs. We see how recently proven comrades, known to the whole country, to all 
the people, have been pushed out of the leadership of our party and government — these are comrades Molotov, 
Voroshilov, Mikoyan. This is a fact. We were very offended by this. We all know comrade Molotov since their 
Komsomol years. They are proven, tried and tested comrades, and suddenly for some reason it turned out that 
they are not needed in the party leadership. It was incomprehensible. Now everything has become clear. Beria 
was Clearing his way to power. First, Voroshilov was pushed out under the guise of old age, then Molotov, having 
some far-fetched mistakes imposed on him, as if he almost kisses the Americans and the English at every 


crossroads. It is clear that Comrade Stalin did not say this from his own words, Beria presented him with these 
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materials. Beria pushed aside one after another tried and tested party comrades, destroyed the collective work of 
the leading core of our party, so that it would be easier for him to get to power. Our souls ached, but we could 
not think very well. We could not figure everything out at once. Beria sought a dictatorial position, a leading 


position in the party and the country, he was straight up climbing into the prime minister, no matter what. 


Such a person in the leadership of our party, in the leadership of our state, represented a mortal danger to our 
party and state. We, members of the Central Committee, see that the Presidium of the Central Committee of our 
party was equal to the situation, demonstrated Lenin-Stalin foresight and promptly saw through this adventurer, 
provocateur and enemy and made a courageous, precisely courageous, and wise, deeply party decision, 
neutralizing Beria and preventing the party and the country from great troubles. We fully approve of the decision 


made by the Central Committee of the party. (Stormy applause.) 


We trust our Presidium of the Central Committee more than ever, the Leninist-Stalinist Presidium of the Central 


Committee, under whose leadership we will work. (Applause.) 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. The floor is given to Comrade Snechkus. Comrade Shatalin, prepare. 


Sneckus: Comrades! Lithuania has acquired a sad reputation in connection with Beria's provocative note in the 
ninth year of the existence of Soviet power after liberation from the Nazi invaders. Now it is clear to us why Beria 
needed to inflate the significance and role of the bourgeois-nationalist underground in Lithuania. This was done 
in order to use our shortcomings in work, exaggerate these shortcomings, and show himself as the savior of Soviet 


power in Lithuania. 


Everyone reading this provocative note wondered what kind of order there is in Lithuania: so many years of 


Soviet power, and the ground is burning underfoot. 


And what was it like for us, the Lithuanian communists? 


After all, it was said there that if measures were not taken immediately in Lithuania, the cause of Soviet power in 


Lithuania would be threatened. 


At the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Lithuania, I could not provide anything 
convincing in support of this provocative thesis, and not a single member of the Plenum even recalled this 


provocative hysteria. 
Beria also incredibly inflated the reactionary influence of the Catholic Church, saying that 90 percent of the 
population of Lithuania are Catholic believers. Ninety percent! Meanwhile, the Catholic Church could only wish 


for such a percentage in its best bourgeois times. 


There are no words, the fight of the Lithuanian people against the Lithuanian bourgeois nationalists and their 


social support - the kulaks - was harsh and difficult. We must not forget that the Lithuanian bourgeois nationalists 
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were armed by the Germans to fight the Soviet power, and then they were actively supported by the American 
imperialists. In this fight, we lost more than 13 thousand poor people, farm laborers and partly party and Soviet 
activists. But this fight against the class enemy under the leadership of the Central Committee was basically 
brought to an end. I must say that this year we have only 7 killed Soviet people. And this, of course, should not 
be. But where are the arguments that the cause of Soviet power in Lithuania is under threat ? The bourgeois 
nationalists themselves admit that they lost the fight. By the way, the note mentioned that the underground is led 
by the former captain of the Lithuanian bourgeois army Zemaitis, elected by the underground as the "president 
of Lithuania". That this captain of the bourgeois Lithuanian army, Zemaitis, was not caught then is, of course, our 


fault. But now Zemaitis has been caught, and the Lithuanian Chekists caught him without Beria’s help. 
Bulganin: And he took credit for it. 


Snieckus. What did this "president of Lithuania" Zemaitis turn out to be? The same as his popularizer Beria. This 
Zemaitis showed that he had not left his hideout in the forest for years, that he had only a few contacts , that he 
was completely cut off from the Lithuanian population. What does Beria do? He orders that Zemaitis be brought 


to Moscow for personal interrogation. 
Malenkov. Did he interrogate him? 


Snieckus: Yes, he interrogated him on Thursday last week. He was brought by the Deputy Minister of Internal 
Affairs of the Lithuanian SSR Martavicius. Comrade Martavicius said that after interrogating Zemaitis, Beria 
made an offer to create an underground nationalist organization with the help of Zemaitis. You see, first Beria 
inflated the role of Zemaitis, and now he makes an offer to the same Martavicius to create a fictitious nationalist 


organization with the help of Zemaitis. 


Was Beria preparing another provocation in order to then write another note about the supposedly powerful 


nationalist underground? 


By the way, how Beria tried to help the cause of liquidating the nationalist underground in Lithuania. After the 
meeting of the Presidium, 2-3 days later , I came to Beria for a personal conversation. This was the only 


conversation. (Laughter.) 
Pervukhin. Did he call you? 


Snieckus: No, I called him myself and said that I would like to talk to him about some measures to combat 
bourgeois nationalism. He asked rudely : what do you want? I answered that I would like to talk. Comrade 
Gedvilas, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Lithuanian SSR , was also present at this personal 


conversation. 


Malenkov: He hid from the Central Committee that you had visited him. 


Snechkus. And now you can find out everything. 
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Khrushchev. Beria sought to summon the secretaries of the Central Committee and regional committees to the 


Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


Snechkus: By the way, I have not used such "benefits". 


Khrushchev: Even those whom he summoned cannot say this . 


Snieckus: I raised the question in this personal conversation about the need to block all transmissions of enemy 
stations that are broadcast in Lithuanian, and at least six transmissions a day are broadcast in Lithuanian , and 
radio transmitters in Lithuania can receive them. He responded to this by saying that he, you see, is preparing 
proposals to completely eliminate the blocking that currently exists. You see, bad blocking exists , and he wants 
to eliminate that too. So what kind of help is this in eliminating the bourgeois-nationalist underground? And on 
the radio, the American imperialists transmit all sorts of instructions to the bourgeois nationalist rump that is still 


in Lithuania, inspiring it. 


Now a few words about how Beria's note was composed. I knew some of it a little earlier, but last night Deputy 
Minister of Internal Affairs Martavicius told me (I may have broken the rules, but I said - tell me everything you 


know about Beria). (Laughter.) 


So, this is how this note was composed. It was not composed by Sharia, who was mentioned, it was composed 
mainly by another wizard in a general's uniform - Sazykin. This Sazykin was in Lithuania twice, but he did not 
go to the Central Committee, and the Central Committee did not even know that he was in Lithuania, he was 


incognito. To add weight, they spread a rumor that he was also an atomic scientist. (Laughter.) 


Comrades from the Lithuanian Ministry of Internal Affairs initially objected to many provisions in Beria's note, 
but were then forced to sign the document after indecent rudeness. Comrade Martavicius, Deputy Minister of 
Internal Affairs of the Lithuanian SSR, writes as follows: "The report compiled by us (i.e. Kondakov, Martavicius, 
an old Lithuanian communist with underground experience, Gailevicius, a communist also with underground 
experience . - A.S.), was a very self-critical report, but Beria was not satisfied with it. He accused us of concealing 
the real situation in Lithuania (although the leadership of the Lithuanian Ministry of Internal Affairs did not even 
think about it). Beria cursed us with the most vile abuse, threatened us and forced us to change things in the spirit 
he liked, that is, to inflate the state of the active nationalist underground and the leading centers of the Catholic 
clergy , to show them as massive, well-organized, and centralized, located outside our field of vision. As for the 
nationalist underground, we do not have such a situation in our republic, but we were forced to describe this 
underground the way Beria wanted. When I objected to Beria’s objections to this biased assessment of the 


situation, he pounced on me with abuse and threats." This is how the note was composed. 
Yes, by the way, about the notorious figure. The report gives a large figure - 270 thousand of all those repressed, 
but it was compiled dishonestly. Just take the fact that there, in the report, it is indicated from 1944, and meanwhile 


it includes those repressed before the war of 1941. That's one thing, and then, apparently, the same person appears 
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several times. This figure also includes Germans repatriated to Germany . And this figure has now begun to 


circulate in our republic, after all , it was announced at the Plenum. 


Why did Beria need to blow up the situation in Lithuania like that? Apparently, the Americans. We must recall, 
comrades, Eisenhower's speech last fall, when he said that the Americans were determined to liberate their blood 
brothers - the Baltic residents . Remember, there was an editorial on this subject in Pravda . Apparently, it was 
necessary to blow up the existence of the bourgeois-nationalist underground, to blow up the shortcomings 


beyond all measure, in order to give new trump cards to the American imperialists . 


Of course, both this note and what became known abroad caused us great harm. 


What is the situation now? 


Comrade Khrushchev and Comrade Molotov were right when they said that the bourgeois-nationalist elements 
in Lithuania had begun to get out of hand, they had already begun to get out of hand after the most harmful rush 
to replace Russians with Lithuanians in the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. And here Beria pursued the 


goal of showing himself as the sole conductor of national policy, belittling the authority of the Central Committee. 


In fact, Beria acted in order to sow discord between Lithuanians and Russians and to inflame all sorts of 


nationalistic passions. 


What is the nature of these rumors in Lithuania? The Russians will be expelled from Lithuania, and the expelled 
kulaks will return to Lithuania, and after the Russians, the Lithuanian communists will be expelled. We will kill 
these Lithuanian communists like rabbits. At the same time, rumors are spread that the collective farms will be 
dissolved. Lithuania, they say, will become a bourgeois-democratic state under the protection of America . This 


is how the bourgeois-nationalist elements are unleashed. 


It must be said, comrades, that we have not allowed a mass replacement of Russian comrades , and have not 
released a single one of those working in the party apparatus. In view of the abolition of the regions, some of the 
comrades must, apparently, be recalled to other republics, and the Central Committee is now considering this 
contingent . We also have a Russian comrade as Deputy Chairman in the Council of Ministers, and some ministers 
are Russian comrades. 

The day before yesterday, before flying to Moscow , Comrade Moskvinov (former secretary of the Vilnius regional 
committee) told me and the inspector of the Central Committee of the CPSU, Comrade Sheblykin, who is with us 
in Lithuania, that at the Plenum of the Sholginik district committee, a retired officer , a participant in the Great 
Patriotic War, an invalid, spoke and said: it is Beria who is to blame for the fact that such a situation has arisen 


with the Russians in Lithuania. 


The colonel figured out what was learned here - at the Plenum. I could only say that this comrade should not be 


held accountable and, as they say, that this comrade should be explained. (Laughter in the hall.) 
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What could I say before the flight? We didn’t know anything about Beria then. 


Of course, one cannot think that Beria with his provocative antics could turn more or less broad layers of Lithuania 
against the Soviet power. It would seem that these negative influences should have had an effect primarily among 
the collective farmers. After all, it was Beria who tried to discredit the cause of collectivization in Lithuania, to 
present the peasants as having been forcibly driven into collective farms. Look at the Facts for yourself. It was 
precisely during the spring campaign that all sorts of absurd rumors began to spread in connection with the hasty 


changes in the Ministry of Internal Affairs. And we sowed well. 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Time to finish. 


Snechkus: I would ask for another 5-7 minutes. 


Voices. Give. 


Snechkus. We have sown well. The collective farmers have come out to work in unison, and have begun to mow 
the hay in unison . There is not a single case of individual harvesting, while last year in some young collective 
farms there were cases of individual harvesting. This year there are none. This means that our collective farms are 
not inflated, not like Beria wanted to present them. We have some good collective farms, even good ones, but we 
have our own shortcomings in the collective farms and general shortcomings, which Comrade Khrushchev spoke 
about here. We are very carefully preparing proposals for the Presidium on measures to improve agriculture in 
Lithuania. Among these proposals will be the question of helping collective farmers moving from their farmsteads 
to collective farm settlements. Up to 90 percent of our peasants live on their farmsteads. This question has been 
raised for the last two years, the Central Committee actively supported it, and Comrade Malenkov personally, 


while Beria in the Council of Ministers rejected this question. 


Of course, we have shortcomings in the implementation of the party's national policy, and Comrade Kaganovich 
spoke about them here - both in terms of national cadres and in terms of promotion, especially to the party 
apparatus. Over the past year, only 0.5 percent of Lithuanian communists have been promoted. There are very 
few Lithuanians in the apparatus of some rural district committees. We are aware of these shortcomings and will 
correct them. But Beria did not give an accurate picture in his note on the issue of national cadres either . He did 
not give a real picture of the composition of the Soviet organs, where we have approximately 80 percent 
Lithuanians. He did not cite these figures, it was not to his advantage, just as it was not advantageous to cite any 


positive data. 


We asked for personnel from the Central Committee, we asked ourselves, and now we are trying to retain those 
comrades that we need. But after the Russian comrades heard Beria's note at the Plenum, they began to refuse. 
Look, we have 13 thousand Lithuanian communists, it is very difficult to lead when there are two and a half 
thousand collective farms, and in the collective farms there are only 5 thousand communists, and young ones at 
that. In some places we allowed the wrong placement of Russian comrades who were demobilized from the army. 


Here we really have shortcomings. 


228 


In no case can Beria be credited with the initiative in raising the issue of promoting national cadres. In every 
decision on Lithuania, the Central Committee noted this task before us, in particular, last year, according to the 
report of the Vilnius Regional Committee , such a task was set by Comrade Malenkov, but we still really did a 


poor job in promoting national cadres, and we were rightly criticized at the Presidium. 


But it must be said here that at the same time there are shortcomings in party work, as comrade Molotov rightly 
said. Some of our comments regarding individual comrades sent by the Central Committee , who were in charge 
of party-organizational work in the republic and who worked poorly, did not always find due support among 
some workers of the Central Committee apparatus. Of course, we are to blame for not raising these issues with 
the secretaries of the Central Committee , but I do not want to bypass the party apparatus, and meanwhile the 
opinions of Lithuanian communists were not always heard there. Unfortunately, there were such facts. And this 
could not have a positive effect on our party-organizational work in cultivating communists of Lithuanian 


nationality. 


About another maneuver of provocation of Beria. There are many Lithuanians abroad , about 800 thousand people 
in total, meanwhile the population of Lithuania is 2700 thousand people. You see what kind of family ties with 
those living abroad, especially in America . Almost the entire population was in the territory occupied by the 
Germans, people worked as agronomists, teachers, doctors, engineers, in some families there are repressed 
people. And really a difficult situation was created in the matter of nominating new people. Last year at the 
meeting of the Secretariat we raised the issue that we cannot nominate Lithuanian communists to the MGB bodies 
, because grandmothers and aunts and any kind of kinship played a decisive role here, and not the person himself, 
whom we could recommend as a person devoted to the party, despite the shady sides of some of his relatives. 
Then Comrade Malenkov said that the bandits among themselves trust each other more than our workers in the 
MGB. Ignatiev listened, but did not implement this instruction. Beria is there, who, using this position, acts as an 


amnestyr, see, I approach it differently. Now it is clear, and we understand this maneuver of Beria. 


Beria's provocative note distorted the true position on the implementation of the Leninist-Stalinist national policy 
in Lithuania. Of course, there are shortcomings. But as a result of the Leninist-Stalinist national policy, Soviet 
Lithuania grew both in industrial terms and in cultural terms, and in the field of agriculture, even with 
shortcomings, but we have socialist agriculture, without landowners and kulaks. We have a collective farm system 


with rich prospects. 


We have also seen considerable changes in the mood of the intelligentsia. We still have some disputes about our 
national affairs, about our history, but they are related to our practical work. These disputes exist even at our top. 
I will not give names - this is not the place - but here too we have seen the greatest sensitivity and attention on the 
part of the leaders of the Central Committee. We have had many successes in the area of developing the history 
and culture of the Lithuanian people, where the nationalist vestiges are most tenacious. I will cite one example. 
Recently we held a conference of the Academy of Sciences of the Baltic countries with the participation of Moscow 
historians. At this conference, Marxist concepts were supported by the best representatives of the Lithuanian 


intelligentsia. Comrade Pankratova, who participated in this conference , could tell us about this . 
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We will continue to learn to fight in principle against all nationalist remnants. Comrade Malenkov drew our 
attention to these remnants in his report . They are, of course, tenacious. We must be vigilant in every area of our 
work, as Comrade Molotov spoke about. Recently, instructions were intercepted from abroad, in which 
Lithuanian nationalist organizations were given the task of penetrating our organizations, to find out whether 


there were people of Tito's orientation among the Lithuanian communists. 


We must be vigilant, we must put an end to the remnants of the bourgeois-nationalist rabble. But in this fight, of 
course, we must hit the target. In this regard, we were rightly criticized at the Presidium of the Central Committee, 
that the party and Soviet organs in Lithuania still allow for administration. We admit this guilt. But we do not 
admit it, and no one now accuses us of fighting against people who made it difficult to carry out land reform, who 


made it difficult to carry out collectivization. 


In Lithuania we have many shortcomings both in the implementation of the Leninist-Stalinist national policy and 
in the inadequate management of the collective farms. Under the leadership and with the help of the Central 
Committee of the Party, with the help of its Presidium - monolithic, united, and cohesive - we will correct these 
shortcomings. I can state with full responsibility that the Communists of Lithuania will unanimously greet the 
forthcoming decision of the Plenum, which will brand Beria an enemy of the Party and the people. The 


Communists of Lithuania will continue to be loyal to the Central Committee of our Party. (Applause.) 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Shatalin asked me to speak later. The floor is given to Comrade 
Kruglov, Minister of Internal Affairs of the USSR. 


Kruglov: Comrades! The decision taken by the Presidium of the Central Committee of our party to arrest the 
enemy of our state, the bourgeois degenerate and adventurer Beria, is the only correct decision. The report of 
Comrade Malenkov and the speeches of members of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU 
Comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Kaganovich show the entire vile role and hostile face of this enemy 
of our state. The removal of this enemy and scoundrel will strengthen our party, strengthen its unity and solidarity 
around the Leninist-Stalinist leadership of the party and will be received by all members of the party and honest 


people with a feeling of special satisfaction. 


A seasoned, cunning, and dangerous enemy has made his way to the heart of our party, to the leadership of our 
country. The neutralization of this enemy, the exposure of his hostile face and the suppression of his counter- 


revolutionary activity is a great merit of our Central Committee of the party and its Leninist-Stalinist Presidium. 


The Party has won a major, great victory in the fight for communism, having exposed this adventurer and enemy 
in good time. Our Party and our state have neutralized a dangerous vermin who could have caused much harm. 
The correctness of this decision is especially clear to those who had even the slightest contact with this scoundrel 
at work. Beria's behavior often made one think, especially in the last three months. The adoption of categorical 
decisions, the complete disregard for all other opinions except his, the insolent and boorish judgment on all issues 


were in great contradiction with the Party's teaching on leadership methods, on the attitude toward people, on 
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collectivism. There are many comrades present here in whose lives this scoundrel caused much harm and took 
away much health. Boorishness, impudence, intolerable rudeness, humiliation, the destruction of any human 
dignity - this is the lot of people whom fate brought together for a conversation with this parasite Beria. We 
witnessed at meetings of the Council of Ministers when this Beria allowed himself to be rude to people who are 
known to the Party, who are known to the entire Soviet people, who have enormous, immeasurable successes and 
merits in the cause of the victory of our revolution. I witnessed how at one meeting of the Presidium this Beria 
ignored and mocked comrade Voroshilov. I remember how Kliment Efremovich answered him very cleverly, 
everyone liked this answer very much, "I even dream about you." I thought then how cleverly Kliment Efremovich 


answered this impudent fellow. 


Timoshenko: Then you were probably happy and smiling? 


Malenkov. The Central Committee knows Comrade Kruglov , he grew up in the Central Committee apparatus. 


He was forced to endure a lot. When the Central Committee needed him, he served the party faithfully . 


Kruglov: There is no doubt that if prison had not stopped him, he would have gone far in his fight against our 
party for his hostile purposes and, as has now become absolutely clear, he could have tried to use the apparatus 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. But this scoundrel would have miscalculated this time too. The vast majority 
of the staff of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, with the exception of a small group of people especially close to 
Beria, are devoted to our party, its Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee, and no Beria will be able to use it for his 


vile purposes. (Applause.) 


However, at the present time it is necessary to critically consider all of Beria's behavior during the last 3 months 
in the Ministry of Internal Affairs, I am talking about 3 months, because a number of workers who are now 
working in the Ministry of Internal Affairs, such as Kruglov, Serov, Maslennikov, have had nothing to do with 
the current Ministry of Internal Affairs (the former MGB) for the last 10 years. After all, the current Ministry of 
Internal Affairs is the former MGB, and the MGB decided on issues of intelligence, counterintelligence, arrests of 
people, etc. The old Ministry of Internal Affairs, in which we worked until the death of Comrade Stalin, had 
nothing to do with the MGB and did not know what was going on there. And when you consider the behavior of 
this Beria in the new Ministry of Internal Affairs over the last 3 months, many things appear in a different, true 
sense, and his anti-party and hostile face becomes clear. It becomes clear that he wanted and took into account in 
his vile plans to use the system of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. For this purpose, under the sign of special 
secrecy, all intelligence and counterintelligence issues were decided by him and Kobulov. We, who were listed as 
deputies - Kruglov, Serov and Maslennikov - learned about many issues only from the minutes of the meetings 
of the Presidium of the Central Committee. For example, we learned about the decision on Belarus only from the 
minutes of the decisions of the Central Committee. The decision on the Korean question was unknown to us. It 
was also unknown to us on the German Democratic Republic. There are also decisions in the minutes on the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, the so-called special folder, but we do not know what kind of issues they are, they 
are unknown to us. We did not know about the cases in the investigative department on especially important 
cases, because they were decided by Kobulov and Beria. We did not know what operational measures were carried 


out in relation to certain comrades, and only now have we learned about this. We were mainly entrusted with 
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issues of police work , fire protection issues, economic issues - in a word, everything that concerns the former 


Ministry of Internal Affairs. As for the former MGB, a ban was imposed on this. 


Why did we put up with this matter? We bear responsibility for it. We failed to expose this enemy during this 
period. The Presidium of the Central Committee helped us. Therefore, like everyone present here, I express my 
deep gratitude and satisfaction at the firmness and correctness of the decision of the Central Committee of the 


Party on the question of Beria. 


Our task now is to help completely, to the end, expose this rogue, three-time traitor, swindler, provocateur, who 
stood brazenly and smugly among our leadership, and our leadership is the pride of the people and the pride of 
our party. This intriguer, slanderer, provocateur by vocation, immoral scoundrel to the marrow of his bones 


combined in himself the greatest meanness and the greatest impudence. 


The investigation will reveal all of Beria's hostile activities , but even now some of his measures, in our opinion, 
are sabotage and anti-state. Especially in intelligence matters. We now know that in April and May of this year, 
Beria simultaneously summoned about half of the employees of the MVD residencies to Moscow. Most of the 


summoned employees are in Moscow for 2-3 months. 


Molotov: Where were they called from? 


Kruglov. Vyacheslav Mikhailovich, from abroad, from capitalist countries. 


Malenkov. Several hundred such workers were called. 


Kruglov. At present, there are about 200 people who have been living in Moscow for two or three months , and 
the issue about them has not been resolved. During this time, the work of the MVD residencies has weakened. 
Contacts with many valuable agents have been lost. The residencies of Soviet intelligence in capitalist countries 


have been exposed and have been left without leadership for a long time. 


Voice: This was done deliberately. 


Kruglov. Absolutely right. Further. The USSR Interior Ministry's representative for Germany and his deputies sat 
in Moscow for three months , and at the time of the preparation of the mutiny in Germany, Beria decided to 
reduce the staff of the Interior Ministry representative in the GDR by seven times. They decided to abolish the 
instructor staff in Germany, leaving only advisory functions. Thus, the Cheka staff in Germany was also sharply 


weakened during this time. 
Beria's blanket denigration of everything that exists in foreign intelligence also seems dubious. He repeatedly 


stated that there is no intelligence, that there are no agents, no valuable information, no personnel, and that 


everything must be started from scratch. At the same time, as has now become known, Beria and Kobulov were 
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oriented toward the rejection of a whole series of agent activities, and many materials on foreign intelligence were 


not reported to the Central Committee of the Party. 


A number of facts regarding the appointment of leading employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs suggest that 
Beria pursued the goal of having people loyal to him in the areas, without taking into account their political loyalty 
to the party. A number of appointments of people such as Raikhman, Etingon 22 , Sudoplatov, Meshik, Milshtein, 
and others, who absolutely do not enjoy the political trust of the collective and were expelled from the organs of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs before his arrival, as has now become clear, should be viewed as a desire to have 


people loyal to him to the end. 


Beria subjected the intelligence department to a sharp reduction and purge. In a short period of time, a large 


number of people taken into the party mobilization organs were dismissed. 


Particular attention is drawn to the recent creation by Beria, bypassing the structure of the Ministry approved by 
the Central Committee, of a new department, personally subordinate to him and doing unknown things. Even 
the personnel for this department were selected outside the Ministry's Personnel Department. The same Etingon, 
just released from prison, a certain Vasilevsky, who enjoys a dubious reputation, a person close to Beria, a certain 


Pravdin, a Frenchman by nationality, and so on, are taken into this department . 


Recently, Comrade Kotov, who was newly appointed as a resident in Finland , reported that during his time at a 
reception with Beria, the latter suggested that he visit the former Minister of Internal Affairs of Finland, the 
renegade Leino, who had allegedly been wrongly rejected by the Finnish communists. Beria made it clear to 
Comrade Kotov that he needed to meet with Leino. This instruction from Beria looks extremely suspicious, since 
it cannot be considered normal for our Soviet workers to meet abroad with people who are renegades and traitors 
to the labor movement. 

Comrades! In the system of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, or rather, the former MGB, a grave situation has 
developed recently. Over the last three years there has been an incessant break-up and reorganization. This has 
greatly shaken the apparatus. But the Communists working in the system of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
where the Party sent them, know well that under the leadership of their own Communist Party, its Central 
Committee, having taken into account all the lessons, they will take all measures to strengthen the organs in order 
to turn them against our class enemies, they will increase revolutionary vigilance in their work and will make 
every effort to justify the great trust that the Motherland places in us, that the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee 
of the Party places in us. (Applause.) 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Comrades, there is a proposal to take a lunch break now until 8 o'clock in the 


evening . No objections? 


Voices. No. 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. A break is declared until 8 o'clock in the evening . 
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SESSION THREE Evening, July 3 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Let us continue the work of the Plenum. Comrade Patolichev has the floor 23 . 


Comrade Kirichenko (Ukraine) should prepare. 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Kirichenko has the floor 24 . Comrade Mikoyan, get ready. 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Mikoyan has the floor. Comrade Shatalin, please prepare. 


Mikoyan: Comrades, in the speeches of comrades Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Kaganovich the 
entire state of affairs with Beria's criminal adventure is quite clearly outlined and documented, a due political 
assessment is given and those organizational and political conclusions are noted that the party should draw from 


this sad, but instructive event in our party. 


I fully agree with what the comrades have said. I would like to add some additional considerations and a number 


of facts that confirm that what has been said is absolutely correct. 


From the day that Comrade Stalin fell ill and the doctors told us that he would not recover, the main concern for 
each of us was to maintain the iron unity of the party’s leadership , for the unity of the party had already been 


ensured during Stalin’s lifetime. 


When the leadership of the state and the party was being formed, all of Stalin's students, who had worked under 
his leadership for many years and who could help in the work, found their area of work and their share of 
responsibility for the matter. And everyone understood that Stalin's leadership could only be replaced by the 
leadership of the collective, that only the collective as a whole could replace Comrade Stalin, and not an 
individual. At first, the work went well and there were obvious great successes of our party and government in 
foreign and domestic policy. However, soon signals began to appear that Beria was taking measures in our midst 
to put pressure on everyone and dictate himself, and for these purposes he was spoiling the work of the 
leadership. We knew Beria's intriguing character before, but we saw it in such an unbridled form only after the 


death of Comrade Stalin, when he went too far, playing his criminal game, and finally played himself out. 


Many comrades may ask how it was that the members of the Central Committee, having known Beria for many 
years, failed for so long to recognize in their midst a foreign and harmful person. Meanwhile, this is not such a 
simple matter, it is not so easy to achieve. Firstly, not all the facts were known to all of us at the time . Secondly, 
the facts took place at different times and, taken separately, did not have the significance that they acquire when 
linked together . We must not forget that a great deal of clever work was done to disguise these facts , to gloss 
over their significance and to interpret them in a completely different sense. There were many facts of Beria's 


positive work , in the shadow of which the negative facts were covered. 
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It must be said honestly and truthfully that the Presidium of the Central Committee, first and foremost Comrades 
Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov and Bulganin, showed foresight and accomplished a real feat - having finished 
off this adventurer in one sitting. The Party will always be grateful to them for the feat they accomplished. 


I first met Beria in 1920 in Baku after the establishment of Soviet power, when he was selected by the Baku Party 
Committee to be sent to Georgia as a courier to deliver a secret letter. I did not know him before that. After that, I 
did not meet him in Baku since I myself was transferred to the Nizhny Novgorod Provincial Committee four 


months later. 


After Beria moved to work in Moscow, [had about the same relationship with him as many other comrades from 
the Politburo of the Central Committee. The relationship was uneven, sometimes good, in the last two months 


bad, when he, in order to demonstrate his attitude, rejected several correct proposals I had made. 


I only learned that Beria worked in the counterintelligence of the Azerbaijani bourgeois government when this 


issue was raised at the Plenum of the Central Committee in 1937. 


In 1919, while in hiding, the Baku Bolshevik organization used two Azerbaijanis, Musevi 25 and Ashum Aliyev, 
to maintain illegal communications with Astrakhan, where Kirov was working at the time. They were known as 
socialists and enjoyed the trust of the bourgeois government, but in fact had already joined the communists. Their 
task, as well as that of the communists assigned to them, was to obtain complete information necessary to prevent 
the failures of the illegal Bolshevik organization and to facilitate illegal travel to Astrakhan and back, as well as to 
ensure the illegal transportation of aviation gasoline to Astrakhan by boat, and the delivery of money and 


literature to Baku. 


I used to admit the possibility that Beria, perhaps as an ordinary worker among others, was sent. But now, having 
gone over the facts in my memory, I strongly doubt it. And is it a coincidence that, having received such a blow 
at the Plenum of the Central Committee, as the accusation that he worked in bourgeois counterintelligence, but 
was not sent by the party, he did not consider it necessary to find confirmation from at least one of the Baku 


workers, who were all alive at the time, in order to remove such a stain from himself. 


At the same time, he was scrupulous about his own personality in such matters . Otherwise, he would never have 
missed an opportunity to refute any reproach against him. Since he did not do this , it means that he was not sent 
by the organization. Therefore, Comrade Khrushchev was absolutely right when he said: "Whether he was or was 
not sent by the party organization does not increase confidence when he is exposed in our eyes." The question 
really arises : was his work in counterintelligence not a screen for carrying out orders not from the Communists, 


but from other masters? 


Malenkov: No one confirmed that he was sent by the party organization? 


Mikoyan: Not a single person, and he never tried to. He never spoke to me about this topic. Sergo Ordzhonikidze 


asked me at that time, Comrade Stalin also asked me about it, I said the same thing. But Beria never tried to 
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present to Comrade Stalin, or Sergo, or the Plenum of the Central Committee confirmation from anyone that he 


was sent to counterintelligence by the Party. Meanwhile, such a document was necessary. 


Now that the whole matter has been revealed, this way of posing the question by Comrade Khrushchev is 


completely legitimate. 


Malenkov: Who could have sent it? 


Mikoyan: We sent two or three dozen comrades. I sent the top management, the rest - other comrades . Sarkis 
could also send Viktor Naneishvili. I was absent from Baku for several months, came to Moscow with a report to 


the Central Committee and returned to Baku together with the troops. 


Even before Beria arrived in Moscow, and especially when he was in Moscow, he managed to cleverly, by hook 
or by crook, gain the trust of Comrade Stalin. Even during Comrade Stalin's life, especially in his last years, when 
Comrade Stalin could no longer do business normally, as before , when he began to meet with people less, read 


less information, at that time Beria cleverly got himself into the position of Comrade Stalin's main informant. 


It must be said that Comrade Stalin had not trusted Beria in recent times. Beria was forced to admit at his last 
meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee that Comrade Stalin had not trusted him, that the Mingrelian 
case had been created in order to arrest Beria on this basis, that Stalin had not managed to complete what he 


wanted. 


During the war, Comrade Stalin divided the Ministry of Internal Affairs and State Security. It seems to me that 
this was also done out of some mistrust of him, otherwise there was no point in dividing the ministry. This had 
to be done in order to deprive him of his rights as Minister. Then he was appointed to the Council of Ministers 
and the State Defense Committee . This was also one of the signs of mistrust. But despite all this, Comrade Stalin 


showed him great trust. 


Beria's information was usually of an intriguing nature and served special purposes. He managed to carry out 
many difficult decisions through Comrade Stalin , while others did not always succeed, and it was known that if 
Beria was against this or that decision, it would be botched under one or another sauce. In this way he created 
authority for himself. He pretended to be a friend of one or another, saying one thing to their face and another 
behind their back, he divided comrades, first some, then others, and mixed up the cards for his own purposes - 


we all saw this, but we did not attach the importance that all this acquired after Comrade Stalin was gone. 


The late Sergo, a few days before his death, said in a conversation with me alone: "I don't understand why Stalin 
doesn't trust me. I am absolutely loyal to him , I don't want to fight him, I want to support him, but he doesn't 
trust me. Beria's intrigues play a big role here, he gives Stalin incorrect information, and Stalin believes him." At 


that time, Beria worked in Tbilisi. 
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Some may tell us why you did not discover this scoundrel in time. I explain this matter to myself as follows: the 
trust he enjoyed with Comrade Stalin, his high position in the leadership of the Party created too many difficulties 
to recognize everything in a short time without Stalin, bearing in mind the disunity between the members of the 
Presidium, which excluded the possibility of exchanging opinions, as is customary among the Bolsheviks, in order 
to give a full assessment of this or that fact. Sometimes you analyze some facts and think: maybe I am mistaken, 
since the opinion of other comrades is unknown. The main obstacle to revealing his true face was the fact that we 
wanted to preserve the unity of the leadership collective by all means . It was difficult to recognize everything as 
quickly as is now desirable. to draw conclusions to the end. Psychologically, it is very difficult to make such a 


drastic decision in one sitting , almost unprecedented in the history of our Central Committee. 


Knowing Beria's negative sides and condemning him, it was difficult for me to immediately get used to the idea 
of arresting a member of the Presidium of the Central Committee. However, during the discussion, his adventurist 


image became complete and the danger of a conspiratorial threat became obvious. 

This led to the complete isolation of Beria and the Presidium’s unanimous decision to arrest him. 

In addition to intrigue and treachery inciting some against others, Beria’s main weapon was his duplicity. 
How did Beria's duplicity manifest itself? 


Once I asked him: why do you need the NK VD? And he answered: we need to restore the law, we can’t tolerate 
this situation in the country. We have a lot of people arrested, they need to be released and not send people to 
camps in vain. The NKVD needs to be reduced, we don’t have security, we have surveillance. This needs to be 
changed, the guards need to be sent to Kolyma and one or two people need to be left to guard the members of the 
Government. These are the kinds of statements he made. And then, when it came to work, he began to do the 
opposite, he started to spin the machine even more . When he spoke on Red Square over the coffin of Comrade 
Stalin, after his speech I told him: your speech includes a place for guaranteeing every citizen the personal rights 
granted to him by the Constitution . In the speech of another figure, this would have been only a political 
declaration, but in the speech of the Minister of Internal Affairs, it is a program of action, you must implement it. 
He answered me: and I will implement it. And then he made a proposal allowing people to be arrested for ten 
years without trial or investigation through a special meeting chaired by him. This kind of duplicity gradually 
began to be revealed. 

Comrade Molotov is absolutely right in his assessment of his brochure "On the Question of the History of the 
Bolshevik Organizations of Transcaucasia”. Stalin's great role in the creation of the Transcaucasian organization 
and the entire party is known and cannot be revised by anyone. But part of what Beria wrote in the brochure is 


incorrect. 


That he was a great scoundrel and falsifier is also evident from the following: recently, a few days before this 
event, after a meeting of the Presidium , several people were walking through the Kremlin. Beria started a 
conversation in which he let it slip. He said that this brochure contained a falsification, a number of facts and 


articles were cited without evidence, attributed to Stalin: he thought that Stalin would like this. 
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Beria used this brochure of his as a springboard for jumping onto the tower of the general party leadership, which, 
unfortunately, he succeeded in doing. His brochure was studied in all the circles. He received the aura of a 
theoretical worker and a loyal Stalinist. From here and what followed - all this helped him to gain Stalin's trust. 
You see, Beria is a good fellow, he selected the material, studied it, worked on himself, authored a good book, 
said Comrade Stalin. Beria understood that it is impossible to come to the leadership of the party without having 
generally recognized revolutionary services to the party or some theoretical works. He was a sly fellow, and he 
managed to get into the leadership of the party according to a specially developed plan . He also falsified the 
period of work in Transcaucasia in his biography, which I was convinced of when I read the Soviet Encyclopedia 


for the first time today on the advice of a comrade 26 . 


Another fact of his double- dealing. In the first days after Comrade Stalin's death, he fought against the personality 
cult. We understood that there had been excesses in this matter during Comrade Stalin's lifetime. Comrade Stalin 
harshly criticized us. The fact that they are creating a cult around me, Comrade Stalin said, is being created by the 
Socialist Revolutionaries. We could not correct this matter then, and it went on like that. It is necessary to approach 
the role of personality in a Marxist way. But, as it turned out, Beria wanted to undermine the personality cult of 


Comrade Stalin and create a cult of his own personality . (Laughter.) 


This soon became apparent when his report was attached to the Central Committee's decision on the western 
regions of Ukraine and Lithuania. At the same time, the Central Committee's decision was not signed by the 
members of the Presidium, not a single name is under this decision , but the attached report, in which all the 
instructions are given, has the signature of Minister Beria. Thus, the necessary decision had to be worked out with 


only the name of Beria. This fact also speaks of his duplicity. 


In order to maintain the cult of his own personality, he kept a watchful eye and ensured that the departmental 
interests of the ministry he supervised, even when they were wrong, were defended to the end. All ministers 
knew that it was almost impossible to give the ministry under his control any assignment if the ministry itself 


objected. 


There was, for example, such a case. An agreement on commodity deliveries between Czechoslovakia and the 
USSR for 1953 was discussed, in which, for a number of types of deliveries, it was proposed to accept what the 


Czechs considered possible to deliver, reducing the quantities stipulated by the long-term agreement. 


Thus, according to the long-term agreement between Czechoslovakia and the USSR, signed three years ago, it was 
written to deliver 800 diesel engines for oil production in 1953, 500 hp each, with a total capacity of 400 thousand 
hp. In the draft agreement for 1953, only 400 units were written down, i.e., as many as the Czechs offered, which 
corresponded to the specified needs of the oil industry. In accordance with the request of the Czechs, slightly less 
was written down for oil equipment than the oil workers demanded, since this is new, complex equipment, which 
the Czechs are mastering with great difficulty according to Soviet drawings. There were also cuts in some other 
articles, which is explained by the refusal of the Czechs. The Czechs have their own difficulties. They do not yet 


really own their factories and do not manage them well. 
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Beria went berserk. He demanded that the draft agreement be rejected, declaring on what basis Mikoyan was 
proposing to supply 400 diesel engines if the long-term agreement stipulated 800. Why were such concessions 
being given to the Czechs , etc. It took 2 months of arguing with the Czechs, and only recently was this agreement 


approved by the Presidium of the Central Committee, when Beria was no longer a member. 


This fact affected departmental interests, and therefore Beria prevented us from making a decision in time. 


Agreements with all the countries of people's democracy and a number of important decisions on trade with 
capitalist countries were adopted by the Presidium unanimously over the past 2-3 months, which made it possible 
to seriously intensify our foreign trade and strengthen economic cooperation with the countries of people's 


democracy. 
Beria decided to show his strength in another case - on the issue of trade with India. 


The Presidium of the Council of Ministers discussed the question of India. The Indians are playing between us 
and the Americans. They asked us to let the Soviet Union give them about 300,000 tons of grain in exchange for 
Indian goods. The Presidium of the Central Committee decided not to refuse the Indians in order to reduce the 
influence of the Americans, to knock the ground off those enemies of the Soviet people who exist in India, and 
instructed Molotov and me to draw up such a project. We prepared, found grain from export resources by 
canceling sales to other capitalist countries, in order to sell this grain to the Indians, considering it politically more 
advantageous. This proposal was planned as a program of work for our new ambassador to India, Comrade 


Benediktov, in the economic sphere. 


Beria proposed not to accept this project and to postpone it until the country’s grain and forage balance and grain 


export fund were verified. 


Two days ago, the Presidium, having reviewed it, accepted the draft submitted by Molotov and me on India as 


correct. 


Further. Beria, having completely lost his temper, apparently decided that he had taken everything into his hands 
within the country, and recently took up the affairs of the people's democracies. You read the report that his 


sycophants bragged that he would take over the people's democracies as well. 


We have three bodies through which cooperation between us and the countries of people's democracy is carried 
out. These are the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, the Military Coordination Committee, and the 
Secretariat of the Cominform. Comrade Stalin took an active part in the work of these bodies in the first period 
after their formation , but in the last two years he ceased to be interested in them. These bodies stopped meeting 


and worked poorly. I was responsible for the work of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance. 
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This trickster Beria, having decided to take into the hands of the Ministry of Internal Affairs our levers of relations 
with the countries of people's democracy, submitted proposals prepared by his apparatus, which provide a 
cleverly composed criticism of the state of affairs in the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, sharply criticize 
the economic and military policies of the countries of people's democracy, and propose creating a new body of 


the highest representatives of states to lead this matter. 


Comrade Malenkov called me to critically examine this document. And indeed, a careful analysis showed that 
the project could not be accepted in this form, because it lumped all the countries of people's democracy together 
and, most importantly, the purpose of the document was not to improve matters, but to use criticism as a 
springboard for seizing the Ministry of Internal Affairs, for Beria's own purposes , and the economic and military 


affairs of the countries of people's democracy. 


He never saw his proposal discussed in the Presidium. 


Beria sacrificed both major and minor political issues to his dark designs, trying to disrupt the ranks of our 


leadership and disorganize its work. 


Here are some more examples. By the spring of last year, we had already, to put it bluntly, a meat supply crisis, 
an acute shortage of meat and animal fat. I reported to Comrade Stalin that we did not have enough meat and 
butter . He asked why not. I answered that things were bad with livestock farming, we were stocking up on little 
, but demand was growing quickly. He did not agree, he said that this was wrong. He was dissatisfied. And then 
he himself decided that this issue needed to be looked into. 


Please pay attention to the following fact. In the first half of the current year, we sold as much meat as in the whole 
of 1940 from centralized resources. However, we only really sell meat in Moscow, Leningrad, with difficulty in 


Donbass and the Urals, and in other places with interruptions. 


Kaganovich. In the Urals, not by half, but by a quarter. There is little meat. 


Mikoyan: Moreover, since 1948, meat prices have been reduced as follows: if 1948 is considered as 100, then now 


it is 42, that is, more than twice. 


As prices for all goods fall, some of the freed-up money is switched by consumers to more valuable products - 
meat and butter, so demand for them is growing faster than for other goods. In addition, in recent years, the yen 
has fallen more than half as much for meat and butter than for most other products. In 5 years, prices have been 
reduced more than twice. It is clear that we have a rapid growth in the population's demand for meat, without a 


corresponding increase in meat resources. 


In November, the Minister of Agriculture Benediktov reported to the Presidium of the Central Committee on the 


state of affairs with livestock farming. 
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Benediktov reported formally: high loss of livestock, low growth in livestock, low productivity, lack of feed, lack 
of space, unwillingness of collective farmers to look after livestock. It turned out that the collective farmers were 


almost enemies of their own business. 


Comrade Stalin, who was able to draw big conclusions with brilliant insight on the basis of a few facts, to see 
what others, studying the topics of the materials, could not see, said: if collective farmers do not look after their 
cattle well, it means that they are not interested in public livestock farming. Therefore, it is necessary to create 


economic interest of collective farmers in the development of public livestock farming. 


At the same time, the Commission of the Presidium of the Central Committee on Animal Husbandry was formed, 


headed by Comrade Khrushchev. I was a member of this Commission. 


The commission worked conscientiously for two months . It presented a project, which, among other measures, 


included the issue of increasing procurement prices. 


Of course, we understood that in principle it is impossible to raise procurement prices, but in this case, in terms 
of meat and milk, it was impossible not to raise the question of raising the yen, because the current prices are 
wrong and hinder the rapid development of livestock farming. The prices are as follows: the price of live beef of 


average fatness is 25 kopecks per kilogram. 


Malenkov: Was this under Comrade Stalin? 


Mikoyan: Yes. 


For comparison, let's take the price of kerosene. Kerosene cost 10 kopecks per liter in 1930, after repeated 
reductions it now costs 1 ruble 5 kopecks. Previously, to buy 1 liter of kerosene, a peasant sold half a kilogram of 
live cattle, and now four kilograms of cattle. Prices for live cattle have not changed once over a period of more 
than 20 years, although the general level of all prices has increased significantly, despite the decline in prices in 


recent years. 


When we Bolsheviks really get down to business, we can achieve great success, as can be seen in the rise in cotton, 
beet, and tea production. I am convinced that flax production will also rise quickly. Why can't we solve a problem 
like raising livestock farming? We can, and with complete success. Khrushchev and I were of the same opinion 
that pricing policy was a pressing issue. We offered two options - whichever comrade Stalin wanted to accept, 
that would be it. The first option was an average price for cattle of 90 kopecks per kilogram, the second option - 
70 kopecks. Comrade Stalin said that he was proposing a third option - 60 or 50 kopecks. We did not have time to 
finish examining this issue under Comrade Stalin. It would seem that four months after his death, with a ready- 
made draft , a decision could have been made, but to this day no decision has been made. I raised the issue in the 
Presidium several times. Comrade Khrushchev proposed restoring the work of the commission on livestock 


farming. 
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Khrushchev: When the third version was prepared , a proposal was made to increase the tax on collective farms 


and collective farmers by 40 billion rubles, and the total income is calculated at 42 billion. 


Mikoyan. The current tax of 15 billion should be increased to 40 billion. This was already impossible. At that time, 
we ourselves were in no hurry with this project. At that time, Beria was also indignant. He said that if we accept 
Comrade Stalin's proposal about the tax, it will mean leading to a peasant revolt. These were his words, and as 


soon as Stalin was gone, he began to interfere with the solution of the livestock issue. 


Back in 1950 we had enough vegetables and potatoes. But for two years now we have had a severe shortage. Not 
long ago, prices for potatoes, vegetables and fruits were halved 27 , and the population complains: who needs 
such a price reduction when you can’t buy these products at such prices in stores, and at collective farm markets, 


prices have not decreased, but even increased . 


Along with the weak mechanization of potato and vegetable production, the main reason here is economic. 


Of course, a price of 3-4 kopecks per kilogram of potatoes cannot interest collective farms in developing this 
business. And what did we do? Every year, institutions in Moscow and other cities sent employees who were paid 


1,000 rubles a month to plant or dig potatoes, and the collective farmers watched and laughed. 


Instead of interesting collective farmers in growing potatoes, we replace them in the fields with highly paid 


employees and skilled workers. 


It is necessary for collective farmers to grow potatoes, and for employees and workers to do their own thing. 


And to increase the procurement prices for potatoes, only about 400 million rubles per year are needed. To 
increase the prices for meat, milk, and vegetables, about 3 billion rubles are needed - funds that we could easily 


find by reducing other expenses. 


Therefore, Comrade Khrushchev was absolutely right when he stated that Beria sought to disrupt these measures 


to improve agriculture in order to undermine the authority of the leadership. 


The new Minister of Agriculture and Procurement , Comrade Kozlov, was in a miserable position: no matter what 


project he came up with, Beria always attacked him . 


Finally, Comrade Stalin in his work “Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR” said that objective economic 


laws cannot be ignored, but in our area of meat, milk, and potato production these laws are trampled. 


A political adventurer, Beria turned out to be an adventurer in economic policy as well. In order to disorganize 
the leadership and break up the members of the Presidium, he managed to get the necessary proposals rejected 
by a clever maneuver. For example, he failed the supply plan for the second half of the year under the guise of 


protecting reserves. And only after his arrest was this plan approved and sent out to the regions on the 30th. 
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It was such a disruptor, especially recently, that it was impossible to work calmly. That is why the decision taken 
not only does not weaken us, but opens up the opportunity to work creatively on the further rise and 


strengthening of our country. 


Malenkov. The devil is not as black as he is painted. 
Mikoyan. And how pathetic he looked at the Presidium! 


Over the last 3 months, our government has done a great deal of work to increase market funds, to improve the 
supply of the population and trade. A large group of measures has been adopted to ensure an increase in 
commodity funds for sale to the population during the year in excess of the annual plan by 20 billion rubles. A 
decision has been made to purchase wool abroad, due to a shortage here, and our wool fabric industry is now 
fully loaded. 


In response to Comrade Malenkov’s request for what else needs to be done to help the market, I suggested that, 
given that we now have the opportunity, we purchase a certain amount of high-quality imported woolen fabrics 
for sewing suits and coats, since the domestic industry cannot provide fabrics in excess of the program, and also 


purchase 30-40 thousand tons of herring, since the fishing industry does not meet the needs of the population. 


And Beria began to slow down this matter in order to thereby prevent further improvement of the supply of our 


population. 


Khrushchev: It may seem that we really sat and trembled before him. There were many cases when we gave him 


a good punch in the teeth and made decisions. But it seems that we sat and looked at him. 


Mikoyan: I want to say how he disrupted things where it was clear to everyone that it was harmful to the state, so 
that if we threw him out of our midst, then this only strengthens our party and gives us the opportunity to work 


well. 
Beria’s sabotage also consisted in the fact that when the Government and the Central Committee made good 
decisions that could bring great benefit to the country, he tried to do something bad so that instead of a positive 


result he would get a negative one. 


This can be seen in the example of the Central Committee’s decisions to correct distortions and excesses in national 


policy in the Baltic republics and Western Ukraine. 


If these decisions are skillfully implemented , the authority of the Russian people, who through their policies 


ensure the equality of the peoples of the Soviet Union, should rise even higher among the Baltic peoples . 


This provocateur tried to use these decisions to his advantage, in order to direct the mood of the peoples of the 


young Soviet republics against the Russians. 
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The task of our comrades in the Baltics and Western Ukraine is to ensure the steadfast implementation in practice 
of the Leninist-Stalinist national policy in order to further strengthen the friendship of their peoples with the great 
Russian people and all the peoples of the Union . 


From this it is clear that, having cleansed ourselves of this degenerate provocateur, we have become stronger. 


Now there are no such obstacles in the further work of our Central Committee. 


From this case it is necessary to draw conclusions and lessons not only for the Central Committee, but also for 


local party organizations and the entire party. 


Since this is not the only case, and there have been other cases, it is necessary to study the conditions that give rise 
to the possibility of such phenomena, and put the Ministry of Internal Affairs in its place, as Comrade Khrushchev 
simply and clearly said. 


This is not enough. Bolshevik integrity must be placed at the forefront of all work, both in the work of the Central 
Committee and local organizations. Intra-party democracy, collective leadership of both the Central Committee 
and local party organizations, revitalization of the activities of Soviet bodies, from the Councils of Ministers to 


local Soviets. 


The question of intra-party democracy must be raised to its full height. Here there is not only criticism and self- 
criticism, but also the responsibility of the members of the Central Committee to the Central Committee, the 
secretaries of the regional committees and members of the bureau of the regional committees to the plenum of the 


regional party committee and to the entire regional organization, and so on down. 


We do not yet have direct data on whether he was a spy, whether he received instructions from foreign masters , 
but is that the main thing? Whether there are instructions or not , the main thing is under whose dictation he did 
this, it is clear that he carried out the social mandate of the bourgeoisie, our capitalist environment, and their 
agents within the country, corrupting the leadership of the Bolshevik Party, introducing alien skills and methods, 


like a degenerate who entered the service of the bourgeoisie. 


The Central Committee and the Party, having cleansed themselves of this scum , will be strengthened in the area 
of principles , will be strengthened in the area of organization, will become even more monolithic, and will achieve 
new successes in both domestic and foreign policy , sacredly fulfilling the precepts of Lenin and Stalin on the 
construction of communism in our country, strengthening international ties with fraternal countries and parties. 


(Applause.) 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Shatalin has the floor. Comrade Mikhailov (Moscow) should 


prepare. 
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Shatalin: Comrades, the essence of the question in the report of Comrade Malenkov and in the speeches of the 
members of the Presidium is set out with the utmost clarity and thoroughly proven. I must say that the operation 
to suppress Beria's hostile activity and his arrest evoked a feeling of joyful satisfaction. And this is not accidental. 
And as I observed the secretaries of the regional committees, they were no less happy about this circumstance, 
this happy circumstance. 


Voices. Correct. 


Shatalin: Why did this happen and why did we respond to it in this way? Why did we react in such a Bolshevik 


way? 


The point is that Beria’s non-partisanship and his desire to oppose himself to the Central Committee could be 


observed even from afar (I mean comrades who were not closely involved with him at work). 
How did this manifest itself, how did these symptoms appear? 


Few of the secretaries of regional committees, the Central Committees of the Communist Parties of the Union 


Republics have not experienced the arrogance, self-confidence, impudence, and insolence of this scoundrel. 
Voices. Everything is correct. 


Shatalin. We in the Central Committee apparatus also felt a clear abnormality in relations with the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, especially in work with personnel. Beria had recently become so brazen that he began to clearly 
bypass at least the apparatus of the Central Committee. In many cases, he appointed and dismissed people 
without a decision from the Central Committee. I - please understand me correctly - tried to grumble, expressing 


dissatisfaction... 


Khrushchev. It was. 


Shatalin: But Nikita Sergeyevich told me that in the given conditions , expressing discontent in such a form is 
nothing more and nothing less than waving your hands and leaving them in the air. (Laughter.) 

He was talking about a swing that would really hit the table with his fist. I admit, I didn't quite understand the 
whole story at the time. (Laughter.) 


And so this powerful blow was dealt to a very clever and dangerous adventurer. The endurance, and when 
necessary, the determination of the members of the Presidium of our Central Committee did their noble work. He 


thought to take it by cunning, by cleverness, but there were people who were more cunning and smarter. 


It is now absolutely clear that Beria would do anything for criminal careerist purposes. Comrades Malenkov, 
Molotov, Khrushchev, Bulganin, and others who spoke here spoke about the Jesuit methods of the villain Beria. I 
would like to emphasize once again that, cleverly hiding behind Lenin-Stalin positions on both national and other 


issues, he ultimately did us a great deal of harm; he presented every matter, every issue exclusively from the point 
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of view of elevating his own person, from the point of view of his personality. State and party interests, of course, 
did not bother him. 


Indeed, take the well-known issue of doctors. As it turned out, they were arrested incorrectly. It is absolutely clear 
that they should be released, rehabilitated and let them work. No, this perfidious adventurer achieved the 
publication of a special communiqué of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, this issue was discussed in every possible 
way in our press, etc. It must be said that all this made a painful impression on our public. The error was corrected 
by methods that caused considerable harm to the interests of our state. The responses abroad were also not in our 


favor. 


In light of the materials we now have on Beria, it is absolutely clear that the presentation of the case about the 
doctors was beneficial only to him and his patrons. He wanted to earn capital as a humanist and a bold initiator 
on this case. What does this scoundrel care about the interests of the state! 

For criminally careerist purposes, Beria achieved the inclusion in the Presidium protocol of his notes on the 


western regions of Ukraine and Lithuania with manipulated and falsified figures and alleged facts. 


In a few words I would like to dwell on the issue that characterizes the obvious non-partisanship, hostile activity 


of Beria in terms of his attitude to party organizations. Take the Georgian party organization. 


Beria did everything to tear the Georgian party organization away from the Central Committee of the CPSU. He 
arbitrarily and single-handedly gave instructions to the Central Committee of the CPSU of Georgia, placed 
workers there that pleased him. Beria convinced comrades from the Georgian party organization that they should 
deal only with him. And it must be said, he achieved a lot. Even the secretaries of the Central Committee of the 
CPSU of Georgia do not call the Central Committee of the CPSU, they have only one addressee and subscriber in 


Moscow. Needless to say, only an anti-party person, an enemy of our party, can act like that. 


Take Beria's behavior lately. He was clearly trying to find a certain support among the secretaries of the regional 
party committees. He ran into the wrong people ! The disciples of the great Stalin and the Lenin-Stalin Central 


Committee will give any scoundrel a slap on the wrist, so that he will not dare to do it again . 

Here Vyacheslav Mikhailovich said that after everything that had happened we washed our hands with 
satisfaction from the dirt, from the filth that had stuck to our core during this time. But he apparently had in mind 
the political side of the issue. 


Molotov: Both. 


Shatalin: I consider it necessary to acquaint the members of the Plenum with the facts that characterize Beria's 


moral character. 


The Presidium of the Central Committee instructed me to find documents in Beria's office (in the Council of 


Ministers) related to the activities of the former First Main Directorate. While carrying out this task, looking 
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through the contents of safes and other places where documents might be kept, we came across things and objects 
unusual for office spaces. Along with the documents, we found large quantities of all sorts of, what can I call them, 
attributes of, perhaps, a woman's toilet. Here are excerpts from the inventory that I would like to read out. Let me 
remind you that this was found in the office space. The inventory includes: women's tracksuits, women's blouses, 
women's stockings from foreign companies - 11 pairs, women's silk slips - 11 pairs, women's silk tights - 7 pairs, 
lengths for women's dresses - 5 lengths, women's silk kerchiefs, handkerchiefs from foreign companies, etc. - a 
whole list of 29 serial numbers. We have found numerous letters from women with intimate and vulgar content. 
We have also found a large number of objects of a depraved man. These things speak for themselves, and, as they 


Say, comments are unnecessary. 


However, to make this side of the case more convincing, I will read the testimony of a certain Sarkisov, who 


worked in Beria's security for 18 years. He was most recently the head of his security. 


Here is what this same Sarkisov testified: "I know of Beria's numerous connections with all sorts of random 
women. I know that through a certain citizen S. (allow me not to mention the last name) Beria was acquainted 
with S.'s friend, whose last name I do not remember. She worked at the House of Models. Later, I heard from 
Abakumov that this friend S. was the wife of a military attaché. Later, while in Beria's office, I heard Beria calling 


Abakumov on the phone and asking - why hasn't this woman been jailed yet? 


In addition, I know that Beria cohabited with a student of the Institute of Foreign Languages, Maya. Later, she 
became pregnant by Beria and had an abortion. Beria also cohabited with an 18-20-year-old girl, Lyalya. Beria 


gave birth to a child with whom she now lives in Obruchnikov's former dacha. 


While in Tbilisi, Beria met and cohabited with citizen M. After cohabiting with Beria , M. had a child, whom, on 


Beria’s instructions , I, together with my aide Vitonov, took and handed over to an orphanage in Moscow . 


I also know that Beria cohabited with a certain Sophia. At Beria's suggestion, through the head of the medical unit 
of the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs Voloshin, she had an abortion. I repeat that Beria had many such 


relationships. 

On Beria's orders, I kept a special list of women with whom he cohabited. (Laughter in the audience.) 
Subsequently, at his suggestion, I destroyed this list. However, I saved one list . This list contains the names, 
surnames, addresses and telephone numbers of more than 25 such women. This list is in my jacket pocket at my 
apartment. (The list Sarkisov is talking about has been found, it contains 39 women's names. - Sh.) 

A year or a year and a half ago I learned with absolute certainty that as a result of Beria's connections with 


prostitutes he suffered from syphilis. He was treated by a doctor from the Ministry of Internal Affairs clinic, Yu.B., 


I don't remember his last name. Sarkisov." 
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Here, comrades, is the true face of this, so to speak, pretender to the leadership of the Soviet people. And this 
dirty little dog dared to compete with a giant, with our party, with our Central Committee. Please do not 
misunderstand me in the sense that I underestimate the capabilities of this very clever, treacherous adventurer 
and the extent of the trouble he could cause. He has already done a lot of harm. I want to say that the party, the 
Central Committee have dealt with bigger curs. At a time when the entire Soviet people, our entire party, are 
united as never before around the Central Committee, its Presidium, no one will be able to sow discord in our 


ranks, no one will be able to prevent the implementation of the tasks assigned to us by V.I. Lenin and L.V. Stalin. 


Having cleansed ourselves of filth, having driven out the provocateur and adventurer from our ranks, now free 
of the obstacles that he managed to create, under the leadership of our Leninist-Stalinist Presidium of the Central 


Committee we will be even more successful in building a communist society. (Applause.) 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Comrades, there is a motion to declare a break. Are there any objections? No. 


A break of 15 minutes is declared. 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Let us continue the work of our Plenum. Comrade Mikhailov has the floor 28 . 


Comrade Mirtskhulava, Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia, should prepare. 


Chairman comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Mirtskhulava has the floor. Comrade Zavenyagin, please prepare. 


Mirtskhulava: Comrades, Comrade Malenkov has given the Plenum of the Central Committee a detailed account 
of Beria's hostile actions. There is no doubt that we are dealing with a notorious provocateur who intended to 


disrupt the Leninist-Stalinist unity and cohesion in the leadership of our Bolshevik Party. 


The deceiver and provocateur of the party Beria was caught and exposed by the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union for the crimes he had committed. The resolution adopted 
by the Presidium of the Central Committee to remove Beria from his posts, to expel him from the ranks of the 
party and to arrest him is the only correct measure, because criminals and scoundrels like Beria have no right to 


breathe our clean Soviet air. 


Comrades, I would like to dwell on some issues concerning the work of the Georgian Party Organization, since, 


as is known to those present here, Beria exercised harmful patronage over the Georgian Party Organization. 


While discussing in party organizations the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union of April 10, 1953 on violations of Soviet laws in Georgia, we uncovered 
many blatant facts of trampling on Soviet laws, beating up honest, loyal party personnel, gross administration in 
party work and the imposition of morals alien to our party by former secretaries of the Central Committee of the 


Communist Party of Georgia Charkviani and Mgeladze. 
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In an atmosphere of mutual patronage and servility, dulling of revolutionary vigilance, suppression of criticism, 
and especially criticism from below, Charkviani and Mgeladze, having degenerated into political philistines, 


imposed a vicious style of intoxication with imaginary successes, self-promotion, and ceremonial hype. 


Having listened yesterday to the report of Comrade Malenkov and the speeches of the members of the Presidium 
of the Central Committee, Comrades Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, and others, I came to the conclusion that 
in all this, to the detriment of the interests of the party, this scoundrel Beria played a major role. Feeling the 
support of Beria, Charkviani and Mgeladze ignored the Central Committee of our party, they did not take into 
account the apparatus of the Central Committee and did not even visit the Central Committee of our party. They 


addressed Beria directly and resolved all issues directly in connection with Beria. 


Comrades, I had the good fortune to work for a year and a half in the apparatus of the Central Committee of our 
party. I went through a great school of Bolshevik education. Even then, the Central Committee received many 
incriminating statements, letters, and complaints from communists of the Georgian party organization. The 
communists reported to the Central Committee about serious distortions of party policy and about the lawlessness 
committed by Charkviani and Mgeladze. Comrades dealing with the Georgian party organization in the 
department of party organs of the Central Committee carefully examined these statements, tried to verify the 
correctness of these letters, but Beria's intervention did not allow this to be done, as a result of which these political 


degenerates (Charkviani and Mgeladze) remained unpunished for a long time. 


Recently it has been established that everything that was written in the Central Committee by the communists 


turned out to be correct. 


From the detailed report of Comrade Malenkov we learned that the adventurer Beria distorted the Lenin-Stalin 
national policy. However, this should not be surprising, since Beria's protégés - Charkviani and Mgeladze have 
long been unceremoniously distorting the national policy of our party, in fact pursuing a policy of bourgeois 
nationalism. It turns out now that in Abkhazia, when Mgeladze worked there as secretary of the regional party 
committee , feeling Beria's support , he did not allow Russian comrades to work in party and soviet bodies, gave 
instructions to the police not to register Russians, changed the Russian names of settlements. Mgeladze abolished 
the Russian theater in Sukhumi, which enjoyed the love of the population. A sufficient number of Russian 


intelligentsia live in Sukhumi , but no one took them into account. 


The Central Committee of the Georgian Party knew about this, and I am convinced that Beria knew about this 


too, and that is why he always defended these scoundrels and rogues. 


Comrades! When we began to discuss in party organizations the decision of the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of our party of 10.IV 1953, the communists began to expose and identify people who had fraudulently 
ingratiated themselves into the ranks of our party. Previously, they were in someone else's party, and then they 
found themselves in the governing bodies - in the party and the Soviet. I will list them. Shaduri, the son of a 
former major Menshevik, a business-unfit and morally unstable element, worked as Secretary of the Central 


Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia. The communists raised this issue and wrote to the Central 
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Committee. An investigation was conducted, the accusations were confirmed, but Charkviani saved him through 
Beria . As a result of Beria's intervention, this scoundrel Shaduri remained unexposed until recently. We expelled 


Shaduri from the ranks of our party for deception. 


The former federalist Egnatashvili, who had actively fought against the Bolsheviks in the past, worked as the 
Secretary of the Presidium of the Supreme Council of the Georgian Republic for a long time. On the 
recommendation of Beria and other enemies of the party, he managed to join the ranks of the Bolshevik Party and 
ended up in a leadership position, where he behaved in an anti-party manner. Egnatashvili has now been expelled 


from the party. 


The former Menshevik commissar in different regions of Georgia, Elisavetoshvili, worked as the Minister of Social 
Security . As has now been established, Beria knew about this when he was the secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Georgia. Elisavetoshvili had to be removed from the post of minister, and his party 


membership is being considered in the party organization. 


I must say, comrades, that to our shame (meaning the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia), a 
member of the Central Committee of our party is a former member of the National Democratic Party , Zakhari 
Nikolaevich Ketskhoveli. He hides behind the name of Lado Ketskhoveli, a revolutionary, a comrade-in-arms of 


the great Stalin. 


Ketskhoveli Z. N. hid from our party his stay in the National Democratic Party during the period 1917-1921 and 


his arrest in 1923 for the second time on charges of anti-Soviet work. 


We carefully checked these documents, and these facts were confirmed. Ketskhoveli's brother, Nikolai 
Ketskhoveli, had actively fought against the Soviet government in the past, had been arrested, but had given his 
word to the GPU that he would stop working against the Soviet government and would be loyal to all the activities 
of the Soviet government. After this receipt, he was released from custody by the OGPU. Ketskhoveli Z.N. wrote 
in his explanations that he joined the party on Beria's advice. As if Beria had asked him in 1938 why he did not 
join the Bolshevik Party. He replied that he was not prepared to join the party. Beria then said: "It's okay, I 
recommend that you join the party." It was advantageous for Ketskhoveli to refer to Beria at that time. Because 
Beria was the Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR. When Ketskhoveli was accepted into our 
party, he hid his affiliation with an alien party, as a result of which he was accepted into the party in violation of 
the charter of the Communist Party. Ketskhoveli himself confirms that he was nominated by the Chairman of the 
Government of Georgia on the recommendation of Beria. I have collected all this material and will present it to 
the Central Committee for consideration . I do not know how Beria found out about this, he called me and said: 
what is going on with you, what kind of discussion are you having there, you will work on all the people like 
that. I ask whom he has in mind. He names the names of the head of the road Kiknadze and Ketskhoveli. I said 
that the communists are making serious accusations, they are pressuring us and we cannot hide the truth from 


the communists. (Laughter in the hall.) 
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Then Beria says: "That's not true, I know them. Send me the material. They are such people that we know them 
all, and you have only just started working." I could not argue with Beria. I answered him: "We will check this 


material again." 


I say this because Beria polluted the governing bodies of Georgia, party and Soviet, with alien elements. He 


wanted to gain cheap authority with this. 


I gave the name Kiknadze. He works for us as the head of the road. He is a former Menshevik. And Beria tells me 
that Kiknadze is a good manager. I said that he is a good manager, but he has no party affiliation. "Yes," says 
Beria, "he will never be a party man, but he is a good manager. Look, we should not discuss him, otherwise your 


road is big, everything will fail." I said then that we will see. I repeat that I could not argue with Beria. 


What happened in Georgia? What happened was that the secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Georgia was the son of a notorious Menshevik, the Council of Ministers was a former national democrat, 
and the head of the road was a former Menshevik. Comrade Bakradze and I decided that when we were in 
Moscow, we would talk to Beria and raise the issue in the Central Committee of the Party, because it was 
impossible to work with former Mensheviks. The Party gave former Mensheviks the opportunity to join the ranks 
of the Communist Party, but there was a certain order - this is an honest admission of one's mistakes and in the 
future, working tirelessly for the good of the Soviet Motherland. The people I named did not comply with these 


conditions, they put their personal interests above public and state interests. 


Voice from the audience. The Central Committee will consider it. 


Mirtskhulava. The material is known, you signed it yourself. You cannot deny that under Soviet power you were 


arrested twice as an enemy of Soviet power. 


I have been working in the Central Committee of Georgia for only two and a half months, we have accomplished 


some things, but we have not yet been able to resolve all the issues. 


The next question is about Beria's calls. I can't say that he didn't call me, there was such a case. We have serious 
distortions in the line of party work, in the line of state work, in the line of spending state funds. People did not 
take into account Soviet laws, they believed that they (I mean the former secretaries of the Central Committee 
Charkviani and Mgeladze) were not subject to control, and they committed lawlessness, arrested people left and 
right. Ordinary communists rightly criticized them. Communists appealed to the Central Committee of the party, 
wrote that the Charter of collective farm life was grossly violated in Georgia , in many collective farms the 
collective farmers received nothing, everything was taken away, and they asked to intervene in this matter. These 
letters were forwarded to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia. Taking advantage of his 
position, Mgeladze gave incorrect information to the Central Committee, deceived the Central Committee, and 
arrested and imprisoned people who complained . We examined many applications sent from the Central 


Committee, dealt with them for a long time, and then made a decision. A number of leading officials were 
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punished, and those who had been wrongly arrested were released and rehabilitated. We set out all of this in 


detail in an explanatory note and sent it to Comrade Khrushchev in the Central Committee. 


Among those expelled was the former secretary of the Abkhaz regional party committee, Getia, who did not 
recognize Soviet laws and violated party and government decrees in his personal interests. He filed a complaint 
with Beria, as if he had been expelled incorrectly. Beria called me and said: why was Getia expelled? I said: because 
he is a non-party person, a criminal , an anti-state element. He asks: where is the material? I say: we have the 


material, we checked it and discussed it at the Central Committee bureau. 


Why don't we have it? I say that I reported this issue in detail to the Central Committee of our party, reported it 
to Comrade Khrushchev. Then he tells me: send me this material. I didn't have to send it, because Comrade 


Khrushchev, it turns out, sent it to all members of the Presidium of the Central Committee. 


Comrade Bagirov here at the Plenum spoke about the establishment of republican orders. On Beria's instructions, 


the head of the secretariat called me, I have forgotten his name now, he said that... 


Malenkov: Did the head of the secretariat speak with you ? 


Mirtskhulava: Yes, the head of the secretariat spoke to me, that's how he introduced himself. 


From the Presidium. Ordyntsev. 


Mirtskhulava: Yes, Ordyntsev called. He said that Beria wants to submit to the government a project on 
establishing cultural orders in the union republics, and in Georgia he proposes to establish the Shota Rustaveli 


Order and asks my opinion. Perhaps you have another candidate? (Laughter, animation in the hall.) 


I said that there could be no other way. Apparently, such a call was made in other republics as well. 


Vyacheslav Mikhailovich mentioned Shariy in his speech , that he was incorrectly reinstated. Yes, comrades, we 
reinstated Shariy, he was not expelled in 1948, when he was accused of mysticism, but was expelled due to the 
fact that he was arrested as a Mingrelian nationalist. Since he was rehabilitated in political charges , he was also 
reinstated in the party, among others . We did not understand when he ended up in the apparatus of the Council 


of Ministers, but we could not say anything. We saw that he was working for Beria. 


Comrades! I will not speak about other Transcaucasian party organizations, Comrade Bagirov did not speak about 
this , but Beria had influence on the Georgian party organization. It must be said that he obtained this influence 
by deception, systematically deceived the Georgian party organization, and thereby created cheap authority for 


himself. 
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But I can assure the Plenum of the Central Committee that our Georgian Party organization will implement the 
present decision of our Plenum with the same success as the Moscow Party organization, the Leningrad Party 


organization and other advanced Party organizations of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 


Iam very glad about Comrade Bulganin's statement that they will help us. We need help to sort out all the issues, 


since Beria has done us a lot of harm for several decades. 


And to sort out these matters correctly, we must say frankly, we will not be able to do so without the help of the 
Central Committee of our party, we will not be able to do so because this Ketskhoveli signed a piece of paper, and 
here he denies it. He has no party affiliation , and that is why he does this (laughter), and tomorrow, when I 


present the material to the Central Committee, I do not know what he will say. 


Comrades, the Georgian party organization, created on the basis of Lenin’s teaching on the Marxist party of the 
proletariat and nurtured on Lenin’s traditions by the great Stalin, has always been, is and will be a reliable support 


for the Central Committee of our Leninist-Stalinist party. 


The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia will always unswervingly implement all the 
instructions and directives of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and with the 
help and under the direct leadership of the Central Committee of our party, the Georgian party organization will 


soon become one of the leading organizations of the Soviet Union. 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Zavenyagin has the floor. Comrade Andrianov (Leningrad) should 


prepare. 
Zavenyagin: Comrades, yesterday Comrade Malenkov said in his report 


about Beria's practice of ignoring the Central Committee and the government on important issues, including the 
issue of using atomic energy. Comrade Malenkov said that the decision to test the hydrogen bomb was not 
reported to the government, was not reported to the Central Committee, and was taken by Beria alone. I was a 


witness to this story. 


We prepared a draft government resolution. It lay with Beria for some time, then he took it with him to read. We 
had an idea that maybe he wanted to talk to comrade Malenkov. About two weeks later, he invites us and starts 
looking at the document. He reads it, makes a number of amendments . He gets to the end. Signature - Chairman 


of the Council of Ministers G. Malenkov. He crosses it out. He says - this is not required. And puts his signature. 
What is a hydrogen bomb, comrades? This is now the most important question not only of technology, not only 


of the work of the former First Main Directorate (now the new Ministry of Medium Machine Building), this is a 


question of global significance. 
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At one time, the Americans created an atomic bomb and blew it up. After some time, with the help of our scientists, 
our industry, and under the leadership of our government, we eliminated this monopoly of the atomic bomb by 
the United States. The Americans saw that their advantages had been lost, and by Truman's order, they began 
work on the hydrogen bomb. Our people and our country are no pushovers, we also took on this task, and as far 
as we can judge, we think that we are not behind the Americans. The hydrogen bomb is dozens of times more 
powerful than a conventional atomic bomb , and its explosion will mean the elimination of the second monopoly 
that the Americans were preparing , that is, it will be the most important event in world politics. And the scoundrel 


Beria allowed himself to decide such a question outside the Central Committee. 


I worked with Beria for quite a long time and had the opportunity to observe this man. From the very beginning, 
Beria's main quality was striking - his contempt for people. He despised the entire Soviet people, despised the 
party, despised the leaders of the party. And in this contempt he turned out to be blind. He considered the 
members of the Presidium of the Central Committee to be simpletons whom he could take in his fist and isolate 
at any moment. But he himself turned out to be a simpleton, a blind sheep. Our Central Committee showed 


foresight and isolated this scoundrel, this adventurer in time. 


Much has been said here about Beria's negative qualities, I will not repeat it: about his arrogance, 
unceremoniousness, offensive rudeness towards employees. Beria's non-governmental approach to many issues 
was Often striking . If the issue was related to his personal authority, his personal reputation, he showed interest 


in it. If the issue had no relation to him personally, he failed it. Many examples can be given. 


After the war, Comrade Mikoyan raised the issue of restoring Severonikel, the largest enterprise on the Kola 
Peninsula, which supplies nickel to our country. It was built and operated by the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The 
Germans were driven out, and it would seem that the Ministry of Internal Affairs should have restored it, since it 
had powerful construction organizations. Comrade Stalin apparently did not entrust this to Beria, and the latter 


decisively refused Comrade Mikoyan in this matter. 


I remember Comrade Kosygin asking many times: give us Comrade Orlov to nominate for the post of People's 
Commissar of the Paper Industry. Comrade Orlov was at that time the head of the main department in the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, he was a very prominent engineer and specialist in the paper industry. But things 
were not going well in the paper industry. And, of course, the head of the main department could have been 
released to be appointed to the post of People's Commissar. Beria replied: "No way, we need people ourselves." 
When Beria was then entrusted with the paper industry, Comrade Orlov was immediately released from his job 


at the Ministry of Internal Affairs and appointed People's Commissar of the Pulp and Paper Industry. 


In his attitude towards people, Beria had nothing party-like, nothing sacred. Anyone who had to deal with him 
could always run into rudeness and insults, he never spoke of anyone with respect. More than once, the famous 
Gogol's Sobakevich came to mind , who did not have a single decent person in the whole city, there was one 


decent person - the prosecutor, and he was a pig. 
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Beria's very negative quality was the suppression of initiative in subordinate workers. If you come up with some 
kind of initiative proposal, you will be immediately cut short and put in your place. Beria's favorite expression 
was: here is an inventor! In order for any of our proposals to receive support, it was necessary to pose the question 
in such a way that it was introduced on Beria's instructions. Naturally, the interests of the state suffered seriously 


from the suppression of initiative. 


It seems to me that the assessment of Beria as an employee exaggerates some of his positive qualities. Everyone 
knows that he is an unceremonious, pushy person, he did not take anyone into account and could advance a 
matter. He had this quality. But from the point of view of understanding the issue, seriously delving into the 
essence of the matter, I would say that Beria was a bit dull. Without flattering the members of the Presidium of 
the Central Committee, I can say: any member of the Presidium of the Central Committee can understand any 
issue much more quickly and deeply than Beria. When we tried to shed more light on some issue, he usually said 
- do not give lectures, you are not inventors, you are organizers. How can you organize work without 
understanding the essence of the matter? Beria was known as an organizer, but in reality he was a desperate 
bureaucrat. He fenced himself off from people, sometimes for weeks or months he did not receive workers who 
were directly subordinate to him. Issues were considered and resolved in an office manner. Beria had very large 
secretariats, documents were passed from one referent to another. The referents composed resolutions for him, 
which were often absurd, and the resolution of issues was delayed for weeks and months. For example, our 
proposals on the use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes, prepared on the instructions of Comrade Stalin, 
have not been reviewed for many months: the issues of using atomic energy in aviation and the navy have not 
been reviewed. The most important matters were not moved forward due to the bureaucratic practices in Beria's 
work. The correspondence between Beria's secretariats and the First Main Directorate acquired monstrous 
proportions. All the main employees of the main directorate were busy writing notes and draft resolutions, 
reworking them, piling up heaps of paper, and often there was absolutely no time left for the operational work of 
managing research institutions and enterprises. And this is called an organizer?! A very dangerous and harmful 


person. 


Beria was extremely self-confident, he believed that he knew everything, that he would notice everything in time, 
raise the question in time, and make the decision in time. In reality, because of this self-confidence, the questions 
that were raised in time were not resolved. For example, Comrade Vannikov and I raised the question of using 


atomic energy in the Navy two years ago. It has not been resolved to this day, and we are wasting precious time. 


After the death of Comrade Stalin, Beria began to play the game of economy demagogically. Money really needs 
to be saved, it is needed for the development of industry, the rise of culture, agriculture. But in the area of using 
atomic energy there are issues in which we could not afford excessive savings. We need to seriously develop our 
capacities in the area of atomic energy. The Americans are building large new factories for the production of 
explosive atomic substances. They are spending huge amounts of money on this. When we raised the issue of 
new construction, Beria told us : "To hell with it, you are spending a lot of money, fit into the five-year plan." 
When the five-year plan was being drawn up, we could more or less fully determine the volume of work only for 
the next three years, there was no data for the subsequent period, the construction projects that had been started 


were mostly completed in the first three years, in the fourth year there were carry-over works, and in the 4th and 
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5th years of the five-year plan it was necessary to start new construction projects. According to the five-year plan, 
the volume of work in the fourth year was cut in half compared to the third year, and in the fifth year, in half 
compared to the fourth year. We could not put up with this, the state could not put up with it. Beria kept telling 
us: "To hell with it, stick to the approved figures." 


Malenkov: This matter will have to be monitored, because money was spent there without proper control . 


Zavenyagin: Control is absolutely necessary. 


Kaganovich: They built resorts, not cities. 


Zavenyagin: I can't say that they built resorts, but they built good cities. 


The question is, where were we, who worked with Beria, what did we see, what did we do? I must honestly say 
here, comrades, that Beria did not charm me when | had to work with him. I was struck by his anti-party qualities, 
rudeness, unceremoniousness, disrespect for people. A person who does not respect other people is himself 


unworthy of the respect and trust of the party. 


At times I thought with great anxiety that when Comrade Stalin died, there would be a new leadership of the 
party, Beria would fight his way to the leadership. What a danger that would represent! Apparently, many 


comrades understood this. 


What had to be done? Sometimes they snapped back. Perhaps Comrade Malenkov remembers one example. A 
telegram was received from Czechoslovakia, which reported that the uranium mining program planned by the 
Main Directorate would require large funds. Clearly incorrect astronomical figures were given . After reading the 
telegram, Beria began to get indignant and swear. I couldn’t stand it any longer, and I replied : stop fooling people, 
we are fulfilling the government's decision, which instructed us to coordinate the mining program with the 
Czechs . The inflated, stupid figures that were being cited were incorrect, we will correct them. More swearing: 
“Here’s a hero.” I replied: neither a hero nor a fool, no need to fool people. “Get out.” [had to get out. Then Beria 


softened and tried to soften the conflict. 


There were attempts on our part to convince Beria. For example, during the reorganization of the Ministry of 
Geology, the question of uranium exploration arose. It must be said that our state is well supplied with uranium 
raw materials. We think that it is supplied better than all our possible opponents. However, a significant share of 
this raw material is mined abroad. It is important to conduct accelerated exploration of the domestic raw material 
base. We believed that this would be provided better in the First Main Directorate. Beria decided : "No, you do 
not need to engage in uranium exploration, let Comrade Tevosyan do it." Comrade Tevosyan himself believed 


that uranium exploration should not have been transferred 


The Ministry of Metallurgical Industry. Naturally, it has non-ferrous metallurgy, ferrous metallurgy. Why should 


it also be entrusted with prospecting for uranium raw materials? I tried to convince Beria, telling him that since 
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we were entrusted with the entire matter of using atomic energy, we would be better off prospecting for uranium, 
since we were directly interested in it and were responsible for creating a domestic raw material base. Beria rudely 
rejected my insistence, declared that he would find other leaders for the First Chief Directorate, and added a 


number of insulting remarks to this. 


Of course, it is impossible to think that an individual worker could fight Beria, he would slide into the wrong 
positions. We could only hope that the party leadership would figure out this man and give him the right 


assessment. And our Central Committee passed this historical test. 


I would like to touch upon several issues that do not pertain to the work of the 1st Main Directorate. Here is a 
question regarding Western Ukraine and Lithuania. When the members of the Central Committee received the 
minutes of the Presidium of the Central Committee, they thought about Beria's proposals and the decisions of the 
Central Committee . And I had the idea that it would be wrong to leave only national personnel in Western 
Ukraine and Lithuania , and to remove all Russian workers , that this would only lead to a split in our 


multinational state. This is clear to everyone now. 


Beria's notes stated that the troubles in Western Ukraine and Lithuania were due to distortions in the national 
question. It seemed to us that this was not the only reason. Everyone remembers what a huge bandit movement 
there was in Ukraine in the 1920s. The issue was not resolved then and the bandit movement was put an end to 
by correcting the national policy . Western Ukraine was part of Austria, under Franz Joseph, Lithuania and Latvia 
were under the rule of Russian landowners and generals. However, there was no insurgent movement. There are 
some other reasons for the troubles in Western Ukraine and Lithuania - economic issues, administrative ones, 


which were ignored in Beria's proposals, not raised, not revealed. 


Regarding the German Democratic Republic. Ordinary party members, ordinary workers could not understand 
how it was possible to agree to the unification of West Germany with East Germany. This meant handing over 18 
million people and the German Democratic Republic to the clutches of the bourgeois bosses. This is absolutely 
obvious. The question of Germany could not be resolved in this way. In addition, there are also special 
considerations that cannot be ignored. A lot of uranium is mined in the GDR, perhaps no less than the Americans 
have at their disposal. Beria knew about this circumstance, and he should have told the Central Committee about 


it so that these considerations could be taken into account. 


Comrades, with the removal of Beria from the Presidium of the Central Committee and the leadership of our 
party, the Central Committee of the party, the Presidium, without fear of intriguers, without fear of introducing 
discord into the ranks of the Central Committee, into the leadership of the party, will be able to calmly discuss all 
issues of governing the state, calmly discuss all the shortcomings that were in our work, and confidently eliminate 


them. 


There is no doubt that the Central Committee of our party, the Presidium of the Central Committee, having freed 


themselves from this scoundrel, will lead our party and state forward to new successes. 
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Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. There is a proposal not to hold a daytime session of the Plenum tomorrow, July 


4 , but to create a Commission for the development of proposals and resolutions of the Plenum now. 


There will be no objections? 


Voices. No. 


Khrushchev: There is a proposal to create a Commission consisting of 13 people. 


Any other suggestions? 


Voices. No. 


Khrushchev: I will name the comrades recommended for the Commission for the development of the resolution 


"On the criminal anti-party and anti-state actions of Beria”: 


Mr. Malenkov G.M. 


Mr. Molotov V.M. 


Mr. Khrushchev N.S. 


T. Bulganin HA 


Mr. Kaganovich L.M. 


Mr. Kirichenko A.I. 


T. Mikhailov HA 


Mr. Patolichev N.S. 


Mr. Bakradze V.M. 


Mr. Yusupov U.Yu. 


Mr. Pospelov P.N. 


Mr. Suslov M.A. 


Mr. Shepilov D.T. 
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Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Any other proposals? 


Voices from the floor. Accept. 


Presiding Comrade Khrushchev. Consider it adopted. 


A request to the secretaries of the Central Committees of the Communist Parties of the Union Republics , to the 
chairmen of the Councils of Ministers, to the secretaries of the regional party committees, to the chairmen of the 
regional executive committees, to the agricultural workers who are present at the Plenum of the Central 


Committee, to stay here for a few minutes to agree on the use of daytime tomorrow. 


I consider this Plenum meeting to be over. We will meet tomorrow at 8 o'clock in the evening. 


SESSION FOUR July 4 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Let us continue the work of the Plenum, comrades. Comrade Andrianov has the 


floor. Comrade Voroshilov, prepare. 


Andrianov: Comrades! The resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee on the enemy of the people 
Beria is the only correct and timely decision. Members of the Presidium of the Central Committee, comrades 
Malenkov, Khrushchev, Molotov, Bulganin, Kaganovich, Mikoyan, thoroughly and with all the necessary 


completeness revealed the face of this conspirator and insidious enemy. 


As has now become quite clear, we are not talking about a simple careerist, an upstart. This is a dangerous enemy 
- a traitor who has penetrated into the core of leadership - the brain of our party, who had in his dirty hands an 
armed, and in some part loyal to him, apparatus. This is a man of the Bonapartist spirit, ready to go to power 


through mountains of corpses and rivers of blood. 


This is why the creative activity of the Central Committee of the CPSU and the government was so difficult. This 
is precisely where the profound and courageous measures taken by the Presidium of the Central Committee of 
the CPSU can be seen, which made it possible to neutralize this beast without the slightest shock. His main 
aspiration was to seize power in order to elevate himself to the rank of dictator in the style of Tito-Rankovich, and 
to replace the ideological foundations of our party - Marxism - with Americanism. Therefore, it is no accident that 


he aspired to rapprochement with Tito-Rankovich. 
That is why, comrades, we are all deeply confident that the Plenum of the Central Committee and our entire party 


will unanimously approve this wise and at the same time courageous decision of the Presidium of the Central 


Committee of our party. 
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We, local workers, did not know much before the Plenum of the Central Committee, and it was difficult to assume 
the treachery of this man even slightly. When dealing with him on business, many had to listen to all sorts of 
insolence from him, not excluding the obscenities with which he equipped almost every remark. Often we 
attributed this to his specific nature, taking into account his position, and besides, we were afraid, since he could 


achieve his goal. 


After the death of Comrade Stalin, he bit the bullet and, stopping at nothing and no one, achieved his goal . First 
of all, in the Ministry of Internal Affairs and locally, in the regions and republics, he carried out a mass replacement 
of Chekist personnel, and in selecting personnel he was guided by the sole principle of personal loyalty. The 
opinions of the party organs, as it turned out at the Plenum, were not taken into account and were recklessly 
trampled. On this issue, about personnel, I would like to dwell on the example of the Leningrad region. In the 
Leningrad region, about a year before this, in place of the dismissed bankrupt head of the Department, a comrade 
who was just beginning to get involved in the matter was approved by the Central Committee of the Party . New 
leadership came to the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs - they replaced the head of the Leningrad Regional 
Department, despite the objections of the Regional Party Committee, allegedly under the guise of illness, although 
he was a healthy person and did not want to admit that he was sick. I contacted the Ministry of Internal Affairs to 
find out the reasons for the dismissal and to ask to leave the working head of the department in his job. Apart 
from rudeness and impudence, nothing could be heard. I did not agree with such behavior of the Ministry and 
appealed to the Central Committee of the Party , especially since I knew that a number of dubious people were 
nominated to leadership positions in the Ministry , for example, the former head of the Leningrad Directorate 
Gorlinsky, removed by the decision of the Central Committee and dismissed from the organs, I will talk about 
him below. He was approved as the head of the Economic Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the 
Union. Another "figure" was nominated to a responsible post in the Ministry . Rodionov, who was engaged in 
provocations in the Ministry and locally, one of the active participants in the concocted provocation case about 
Comrade Shakhurin and others, dismissed from the organs by the decision of the Central Committee before that 
, were nominated to the Ministry by such people as Kobulov and others. It seemed to me that such a concentration 
of forces in the Ministry of Internal Affairs was dangerous , and the practice of selecting personnel was 
unacceptable. I expressed my thoughts on all this to the Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPSU, Comrade 
Shatalin. I directly stated that it was unacceptable to have a dangerous concentration of dubious people in the 
Ministry and that the head of the Leningrad Region Directorate had been removed incorrectly. The new head of 
the Leningrad Directorate did arrive. He was appointed Minister and began to perform his duties. Apparently, 
he knew about my attitude to the transfer or for some other reasons, but did not come to me, did not consider it 


necessary to inform the regional party committee. Moreover, he forbade his staff to go to party organs. 


About a month ago I was forced to call Comrade Kruglov at the Ministry of Internal Affairs and ask him to pay 
attention to the incorrect behavior of the head of the Department, so that he would change his attitude toward the 
regional party committee. I do not consider it necessary to talk here about the dirty tricks of this man, who, 
bypassing the Central Committee, collected all sorts of materials on party organs for information to the Ministry 


of Internal Affairs . 
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On the issue of amnesty. I think that the provocateurs from the Ministry of Internal Affairs left a dirty mark on 
this useful matter. Notorious thugs were released, even without any elementary training on the part of the police. 
As soon as these people appeared in the city, the daggers started working. An alarming situation arose among 
the population. And certainly justified complaints were sent to local authorities, to the Government, and to the 
Central Committee. The Secretary of the Central Committee of the Party, Comrade Khrushchev, drew our 
attention to the need to restore public order in the city of Leningrad and the region. We heard about the situation 
with ensuring public order at the regional committee bureau, outlined a number of measures for the fastest 


possible restoration of order, and criticized the police for their poor work. 


The regional committee's interference in this matter was perceived painfully. When they began to correct these 
shortcomings, the Ministry of Internal Affairs bodies allowed distortions and unfounded, indiscriminate arrests 
of people. Instead of striking at the hooligans, many honest people were attacked . One could cite a number of 


other examples characterizing the arbitrariness of some employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


The question arises: why have such things been happening in the Ministry of Internal Affairs for a number of 


years? What is the matter here? 


It seems to me, comrades, that it was certainly bad that such vile, if I may say so, people like Yagoda, Yezhov, 
Abakumov, Beria were making their way to the leadership of the Ministry of Internal Affairs . They kept honest 
people and even the governing bodies in fear rather than their enemies, and all the basic norms of relations 
between the party and the Ministry of Internal Affairs were violated. The disproportionately large apparatus of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs, costing 18 billion rubles, turned into such a brainchild that it stopped even taking 
into account the person who created this body. They held much in their hands in the country, but they fought the 


enemies poorly, as was quite rightly noted here at the Plenum. 


It would be unforgivable to underestimate and belittle the role of Soviet intelligence. It is therefore not a question 
of weakening, but of strengthening intelligence, of doing everything to put it in its place. Comrade Stalin drew 
attention in good time to the fact that the spearhead of Soviet intelligence should now be turned against external 
enemies. Beria, for his own selfish purposes, completely ignored and discarded this Stalinist position. Contrary 
to the decisions of the Central Committee, he introduced economic and secret-political directorates and 
departments at the center and in the regions, when the situation at the time did not require this, and especially 
since such a structure contradicted the decision of the Central Committee of the Party. Other internal directorates 
and departments were also inflated, and intelligence and counterintelligence work was secondary, abandoned . 


The regional apparatuses were inflated, made colossal, and thousands of people were planted . 


If we add to this and take into account that agents were planted in a number of cases without need or benefit for 
the cause in almost every institution and enterprise, then it is difficult to imagine fruitful, well-thought-out work 
for the actual intelligence and counterintelligence work of the Chekists. If in some places it was necessary to take 
a closer look at what kind of agents they were planting, then, comrades, one had to be perplexed as to who and 


with whom they were working. 
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Some time ago, while Comrade Stalin was still alive, we accidentally discovered that one of the terrorists who 
participated in the murder of Sergei Mironovich Kirov was brought from the camps to Leningrad to work, as we 


were told by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, among the anti-Soviet intelligentsia. 


The second case: an agent of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Directorate was exposed, who was persuading a 
citizen to commit a terrorist act - the murder of one of the leaders who came to Leningrad. This person, whom the 
agent was persuading, honestly came, and told us about it . When we began to find out what kind of person it 
was who was persuading such provocations , then the directorate told us that the agent of the directorate was 
conducting such conversations allegedly to check the intentions of the person with whom he was talking. Of 
course, the provocation is obvious. Therefore, I wrote a note to Comrade Stalin on this issue and other equally 
important matters . Beria, among others, was entrusted with analyzing my note , but he did not say a word about 
these outrageous outrages that were set out in the note. Moreover, the former head of the department Gorlinsky, 
whom I mentioned above, was removed for these and other unseemly deeds, removed by the Central Committee 
with the active help of Comrade Malenkov personally and dismissed at one time from the organs, but when Beria 
came to the Ministry of Internal Affairs , this Gorlinsky ended up as the head of the Economic Department of the 
Ministry of the Union, and Rodionov was also promoted to a leading position in the Ministry of Internal Affairs 


of the Union . What could be expected from such personnel? 


It seems to me, comrades, that it is also wrong when we sometimes overestimate the work of the organs. In fact, 
we resolve any issue more quickly and often without discrimination when the question is brought up by the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, rather than by other, more competent organs . This can be judged by the notes that 
we know about, as well as by a number of local facts. Moreover, some "activists" from the organs were made into 
specialists in Marxist theory, in the national question, whereas upon some familiarization it turned out that such 
"activists" had little to do with Marxism, and their offices were filled not with literature, but with means of 
debauchery. Such truth is, of course, bitter to hear, but the facts require that the proper conclusions be drawn 


from them. 


In the national question, the exposed provocateur has caused great harm. He tried to oppose and embitter other 
nationalities against the Russian people. He inspired and activated the bourgeois nationalists. This is, 


undoubtedly, a great act of sabotage. 


Furthermore, there is, it seems to me, a not entirely correct practice when, when appointing senior officials, 
including party officials, we, as a rule, resort to checking these officials through the bodies of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, while all the possibilities, and no less, are in the hands of the party bodies themselves. It is 
necessary to put everything in its place and oblige the bodies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs to conduct work 
in full accordance with the decision of the Central Committee on active reconnaissance against our external 


enemies. 
In the Leningrad Region Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs we have an expensive, thousand-strong 
device, but this device has not revealed a single American or English intelligence officer, although the Leningrad 


Region, as is known, borders other countries both by sea and by land. 
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It is imperative, as Comrade Malenkov quite correctly said in his speech, to strengthen the leadership of the party 
at all levels and put an end once and for all to the violation of the norms of relations between the party and the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs , to increase the ideological education of Chekist cadres, to raise the responsibility of 
party organs for the implementation of daily and specific leadership of organs, constantly striving to increase 


revolutionary vigilance. 


Comrades, I think there is no need to exaggerate the personality of this villain. The party masses and the people 
do not know him, he has never been anywhere, he did not know the life of party organizations. The leading cadres 


knew him as a bold and rude person, and now they know him as a provocateur and a traitor. 


The Leningrad party organization, deeply devoted to the Central Committee of our party, like our entire party, 
will unanimously approve the decisions of the Central Committee and brand this insidious villain with shame 
and will rally even more closely around the Leninist-Stalinist Central Committee, our great Communist Party. 


(Applause.) 
Chairman comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Voroshilov has the floor, Ketskhoveli, prepare. 


Voroshilov: Comrades, the decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee of our party to expel Beria from 
its ranks and arrest him, as well as the current discussion of this issue at the Plenum of the Central Committee, 
are matters of great state and political importance, aimed at preserving the unity of the leading core of our party, 
and therefore the unity of the party and the people, aimed at ensuring Stalin's leadership of the party and the 


state and the further success of our entire cause. 


Comrade Malenkov's report, the speeches of the members of the Presidium and the Central Committee have quite 
fully revealed all the criminal abomination of the traitor Beria, and have given an exhaustive and vivid description 
of this criminal adventurer . However, the question reasonably arises as to why this individual was able to operate 
unhindered in the leadership of the party and state for such a long time , without having been previously exposed, 


enjoyed such great authority, and occupied such high party and state posts? The question is entirely legitimate. 


First of all, comrades, in answering this question, I must emphasize that I fully subscribe to the detailed report of 
comrade Malenkov . And on my own behalf I will say that it must be borne in mind that Beria is the type of 
insidious, cunning enemy, the type of a complete adventurer, an intriguer who knew how to cleverly gain the 
trust of the leader , who knew how to hide his vile plans for a long time and wait for a convenient moment for 
himself . He saw the daily life of the great Stalin. Together with the rest of us , he knew that Stalin, as a result of 
intense work in recent years, often began to fall ill . Obviously, this circumstance to a certain extent served as the 
basis for Beria's vile tactics . He waited in the hope that sooner or later Stalin would be gone. As the facts have 
now shown, after Stalin's death this adventurer hoped for the rapid implementation of his criminal plans against 
the party and the state. That is why he was in such a hurry after Stalin's death, and perhaps he was hurried. It is 
not all clear to us yet, we do not know everything yet , maybe he was hurried, pushed to speed up his criminal 


adventure . But all this vile and criminal fuss of the traitor is solved, well understood, and stopped in time. 
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During the life of the great Stalin, Beria was impudent, rude, arrogant, brazen, always trying to show his 
"superiority" over others, did not take into account the human dignity of those around him and especially those 
subordinate to him, be they ministers or scientists, or his comrades at work - he bullied everyone . Comrade 
Zverev looks at me and thinks: Voroshilov is telling the truth . How many nasty and rude things he said to 
Comrade Zverev over the years and how much undeserved insult he inflicted on him . There is not a single 
comrade here , at the Plenum of the Central Committee, from among the members of the government, towards 
whom Beria would not have spewed out at various times the most impudent, brazen and completely unprovoked 
insults and grievances on his part. All these insults rained down on people at official meetings, in the presence of 
many responsible comrades . With all this, he knew how to court the people he needed, to treat them in a familiar 


manner . That’s why there were always people who were on good terms with him for a day or two. 


With all these qualities of his, Beria was afraid of Stalin, he fawned on him, he fawned on him in his own way, 
skillfully; he whispered all sorts of nasty things, he misled him . And only by the mood of Comrade Stalin, when 
we met in business and non-business settings, we all felt about whom of us had been “ whispered ”. (Laughter in 
the hall.) I recall how at one time, this is known to both Comrades Molotov, Kaganovich, and especially to the 
Georgians of Tbilisi, in particular to those who are present here, what a vile role Beria played in the life of the 
remarkable communist Sergo Ordzhonikidze. He did everything to slander, to besmirch this truly crystal-clear 
man and Bolshevik in front of Stalin. Sergo Ordzhonikidze told not only me, but also other comrades terrible 
things about this man, already then seeing in him a real enemy. He said that he was both an impudent person 


and an enemy who would still show himself . 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Voroshilov. He set the people he worked with against each other, creating an atmosphere of nervousness. Beria 
pursued this line of disunity throughout all the years of his work. He became especially unbridled during the 
illness and after the death of Comrade Stalin. Stalin was still alive, in a grave , unconscious state, and Beria had 
already begun to act. He is the first in everything and constantly, he proposes everything, he foresees everything, 
he knows everything, he commands everyone. Is that how it was, comrades? (Addressing the members of the 


Presidium.) 


Voices from the Presidium: Yes, that's right. 


Voroshilov. We were with our Stalin until his last breath , and Beria immediately demonstrated his “activity” — 
like, keep in mind, I’m here. They nominated Georgy Maximilianovich Malenkov for the post of Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers . We all recognized Comrade Malenkov as a natural and legitimate candidate. Beria was 
unable to propose to himself , and it was impossible to expect that any of us would name him. (Laughter in the 
hall. Applause.) Therefore, he decided to take a roundabout , special route to the chairmanship of the Council of 
Ministers. He chose the path of the enemy, but even in this roundabout route he chose the most roundabout roads. 
First, he began with amnesty. We all saw that this act contained much that could be called “from the evil one,” 


but nevertheless, the Decree on Amnesty was to a certain extent a useful act . I must say that I have recently 
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become familiar with our judicial practice and its results. In this area, things are, frankly speaking, not going well 
for us; our courts work hard and, applying the laws, especially the decrees of June 4, 1949, "On the Protection of 
Public and Personal Property", they issue excessively harsh sentences, often for trivial crimes and even simple 
misdemeanors to a large number of people. The amnesty mainly applies to this category of offenders . There has 
been too much talk lately about swindlers and repeat offenders . Much is said and especially written in 
anonymous and signed letters about murders, violence, etc. in connection with the alleged amnesty. However, 
when you inquire with responsible officials in those places from which alarming reports are coming, it turns out 


that in fact there is nothing like what is being reported. 


The second act is the cleansing of the Augean stables of the Ministry of Internal Affairs . Everyone knows that 
Beria, throughout his entire stay in Moscow, was either the direct head of the MGB or was its patron . And those 
abominations and crimes that have now been uncovered in this most responsible department are, to a large extent, 


the result of Beria's own activities . 


Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov. Mr. Beria was counting on this department, or rather, this individual was relying on certain "his" 
people . Suddenly , everyone started talking: Minister Beria discovered, Beria proposed, Beria exposed, Beria 
cleaned out the Ministry of Internal Affairs, etc., etc., and at the same time, he was openly shoving his people into 


places that corresponded to his plans. 


Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov. He was distributing his forces, thinking that he could win at the right moment. It seems to me, 
comrades, that despite the fact that this man was cunning and, it seemed, not stupid , but this scoundrel, 
fortunately, did not have any real intelligence . And he did not know the Ministry of Internal Affairs, this very 
important state body, and did not know it in recent times, because there, along with the scoundrels who really 
did dirty work against the party and the government, the majority of the Ministry of Internal Affairs employees 


worked honestly, these are people on whom we can completely rely even now. 

Voices. Correct. 

Voroshilov: It is no coincidence that after Beria's arrest, not one of these people wrote a letter saying : "What have 
you done with our great leader, how will we manage without our Beria? ..." (Laughter.) Nothing like that 
happened. No one considered him a leader, no one really knows him and spits on him, and if we tell him what 
he was like in reality, everyone will remember this adventurer with a feeling of disgust . 


Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov. He counted on first advertising himself , extolling himself , and then gradually getting closer to the 


intended goal . What abominations was he capable of? Yes, of everything, including the most monstrous ones. 
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Thanks to the comrades sitting here, they exposed him. I was the last to know about it, though . (Laughter.) But I 


never trusted him, he sensed it and did not particularly "respect" me. 


Malenkov: Correct. 


Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov: We got rid of him in time. You can't assume, comrades, that this guy is just an adventurer. It's easy to 
imagine that if this scoundrel had stayed in his place longer, the entire top of the government could have 


disappeared at one time . 


Voices. Correct. 


Voroshilov: Finding ourselves in such a complex international situation surrounding us , having, so to speak, a 
kind of international camouflage (laughter), we would have found ourselves ina very difficult position. Therefore, 
now we must admit that this gentleman was removed in time. This is the greatest merit of our comrades from the 
Presidium of the Central Committee of the Party, and now of the entire Central Committee, which unanimously 


and with a genuine understanding of the seriousness of the matter examined this issue. (Stormy applause.) 


After the death of the great Stalin, the tasks facing our party, its Central Committee , the state, the Soviet people 
as a whole, demanded, dictated to us the preservation of unity in our ranks, solidity, and strength. Each of us 


guarded the party as the apple of our eye, its steadfastness-unity and loyalty to the precepts of Lenin-Stalin . 


We have made the unity of the leadership of the Party and the Government our sacred and obligatory task, with 
or without collusion . Each of us, even during Stalin's illness, and especially at the grave of our great leader, 
internally experienced all of this. We understood that unity is everything, the unity of feelings , thoughts and 
actions, the path that was shown to us by the great Lenin and Stalin, the path that we must at all costs keep free 
for our movement forward - this is our sacred and immutable task. And that vile enemy Beria believed that we, 
overwhelmed by such great grief, did not notice his vile tricks and machinations . This explains why he worked 
hard for three months and imposed some things on us, even things that we would not have wanted. Here I must 
say frankly that we needed to give this guy some freedom for a while , let him go wild further. And we saw, as I 
have already said, where this led. The final goal of this subject only became completely clear during his three- 


month exercises. 


Our task, comrades, now consists not only in branding the crimes of Beria, who has done much harm to our cause, 
but also in directing our efforts to the implementation of all those plans that the great Stalin outlined for us 
together with our entire party. Today we are faced with some tasks that are particularly prominent. Comrade 
Malenkov spoke about this here, and other comrades have spoken about this, that we must cleanse ourselves of 
this filth, and this filth (the Russians have many good sayings, and one of them is to a certain extent appropriate 


here - every cloud has a silver lining) - this is a great evil, but the good will be no less. In what sense? We will now 
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be more circumspect, more careful, more vigilant , and we will more quickly recognize and expose all sorts of 


scoundrels . 


This is one task. But the main task that we must now, while maintaining the unity of our ranks, while preserving 
the strength of the ranks and the purity of our party, is to ensure that our economy and politics, both domestic 


and international, correspond to the place and position that our socialist state occupies in the world. 


Our agriculture is, as has already been said here , in a somewhat neglected state. It is necessary to pay more 
attention to agriculture, to collective farming . Our state farms - Comrade Skvortsov, don't smile , you have 
worked hard, but have not done much to strengthen them - we need to make them real Soviet farms, profitable, 


exemplary in all respects , now they are very bad , unprofitable. 


Voice. Correct. 


Voroshilov: We need to truly raise our entire agriculture, both public and state, to the proper level. 


Voice. Correct. 


Voroshilov: This is a big, difficult, but urgent and quite solvable task. I will not speak about other issues: our 
industry as a whole and other issues of economy and culture are more or less in a proper state, but agriculture 


needs vigilance and, I would say, great attention from our party and the state. 


Having cleansed ourselves of the traitor Beria and his ilk, if they still exist and will be encountered anywhere, we 
become only stronger, more united, even more confident in the rightness of our great cause - the cause of Lenin 
and Stalin. No enemy will knock us off that glorious path that was shown to us and to humanity by Lenin and 
Stalin. Our wise party has led and will lead the Soviet people with a confident gait to those shining heights of 
communism for which we have fought, are fighting, and are convinced that in this fight we will emerge victorious. 


(Prolonged applause.) 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Ketskhoveli has the floor. 29. Comrade Arutsinov (Armenia), please 


prepare. 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Arutinov has the floor. Comrade Andrei Andreevich Andreyev, 
please prepare. 

Arutinov. I consider the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Committee to expose the adventurer Beria and 
arrest him to be the correct Leninist-Stalinist approach to assessing the actions of Beria, this careerist and 


adventurer who resorted to any means to seize power . 
I have not met Beria for the last 7-8 years, but when I was in Georgia, I worked during the period when Beria was 
the secretary of the Central Committee and the secretary of the regional party committee. The traits that have 


emerged in Beria recently , which we learned in detail from Comrade Malenkov's report and the speeches of the 
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Presidium members, these traits had been evident in him before. This careerism, an unbridled desire for power, 
he subordinated everything to this - his attitude towards people, his attitude towards party cadres, his attitude 
towards the leaders of the party and government, and the behavior that Comrade Voroshilov spoke about in 


relation to Beria's provocation against Sergo Ordzhonikidze in the last years of his life. 


Beria treated personnel exclusively from the point of view of using them not for the interests of the party, but in 
order to advance himself higher in the leadership. He had the habit of being almost a sycophant in relation to 
leading comrades - to ministers or other workers who have access to the leadership and can put in a good word 
for him, he established sycophantic relations for the time being, until he uses him, and then he begins to ridicule 


in inaccessible forms, laconically, in two or three words, in order to cool the political face of any leader. 


The question is: how did all the previously known negative features take such monstrous forms and no one 
noticed this, did not take timely measures? In my opinion, one circumstance provides an explanation for this 
question - this is that the Central Committee absolutely correctly proclaimed the slogan of unity and cohesion 
both in the ranks of the party and, first of all, in the leading core of the party and the government as the main task 
facing the party after the death of Comrade Stalin . 


Our party organizations have accepted the appeal of the Central Committee with exceptional approval. It is 
precisely this absolutely correct appeal and the correct formulation of the question that can fill the great loss that 
the party suffered with the death of Comrade Stalin. It seems to me that Beria wanted to use the atmosphere of 
unanimity and solidarity in his careerist interests, being convinced that in this atmosphere they would not so 
easily break away or condemn his adventurist actions , he used this atmosphere and began to put his feet on the 


table, which we were convinced of after familiarizing ourselves with the facts. 


On the other hand, the atmosphere of unanimity among the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee 
helped expose him. Everyone knows that he was afraid of Stalin, had been afraid of him for a long time, ever since 
he worked in Georgia. After Stalin's death, he almost stopped taking into account the leaders of the party and 
government . I have not seen him in recent years, but from the documents that I read in the appendices to the 
minutes of the Presidium, I am convinced that this man does not take anyone into account, puts his own personal 
self above all else, tried to put pressure on the party in order to occupy a certain position as the successor of our 


leader, Comrade Stalin . 


Knowing his careerist traits, when I read these documents, I was overcome with fear for the threat to the unity of 
the party leadership . I was also overcome with fear on Red Square when Beria spoke second. Then I thought that 
if he ends up in the leading troika, he will definitely strive for complete power. He has no party spirit, no principles 
in his actions, just as he never had such devotion to Stalin as he tried to portray by publishing a book on the 
history of the Transcaucasian party organizations . Comrade Molotov was right here that this book was not 


compiled by him, this is not his work on the history of the Transcaucasian party organizations. 


He hasn't read a single book. How could he raise the party archives, raise these documents? Many people working 


in Georgia know that a certain Bedia and a renegade, a Menshevik well-known in Georgia, Pavel Sakvarlidze, 
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participated in the compilation of this book. I don't know why the Georgian comrades don't talk about it. That's 
who authored this book. (Animation in the hall.) The whole point is that the party archives were raised earlier 
than our central party institutions could have raised them. That's the story of this book. The book was published 
for the purpose of a career. He achieved recognition that Beria was one of the Stalinists in the Transcaucasian 


organizations, who was the first to see the exceptional role of Comrade Stalin in the struggle to create our party. 


I would also like to say something about some cadres. It is known that Beria, being a non-party man, being 
unprincipled, was a real ataman. He approached cadres from the point of view of their personal loyalty to him. 
He did not recognize, did not respect even a drop of party loyalty in a person. He could destroy anyone, any 
person loyal to the party . It is known how many good party cadres he killed in Georgia in 1937 only because 
many of them did not recognize him. It seems to me that in many places such cadres were placed who were loyal 
not to the party , but to him personally. Why he did this, we have learned now. Therefore, from the point of view 
of learning lessons from this great event and from the point of view of all of us helping the party to carry out the 


necessary work, it is necessary to carefully study the cadres placed by Beria in some areas . 


Shatalin: And you tell me. 


Arutinov: Here we are talking about the Ministry of Internal Affairs, we are talking about some Transcaucasian 


workers. 


Voices. Correct. 


Arutinov: I, not considering myself an outsider to the Georgian Republic, draw conclusions from the speeches of 


the Georgian comrades at this Plenum of the Central Committee . 


Voices. Correct. 


Arutinov: Comrades, I will not drag this out for long. I recalled the period in which I was aware of the matter, 
and what anti-party traits I noticed in Beria at that time . I must say that now the Presidium of the Central 
Committee can be firmly confident that the entire party will support this decision of the Central Committee of the 
party, including the party organizations of Transcaucasia and the workers of the Transcaucasian republics will 
unanimously approve and will even more closely unite their ranks around the Leninist-Stalinist Central 


Committee and our Soviet government. (Applause.) 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Comrade Andrei Andreevich Andreev has the floor. Comrade Tevosyan, 


please prepare. 
Andreev: Comrades, I think it is very right that our Presidium did not limit itself to a simple report, but decided 


to conduct a thorough discussion of the Beria case at the Plenum in order to reveal the real face of this enemy, his 


goals, his tactics, and to draw all the necessary lessons from this. 
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Beria is an unusual type of the enemies that our party previously fought against , and he pursued unusual tactics 


compared to previously exposed enemies . 


It is true that he was (yesterday Comrade Zavenyagin, speaking, spoke about this), he was a bureaucrat , rude, 
cynical, treated people badly, but this would be too simple an explanation of the face of this enemy. It seems to 
me that from the clear statements that Comrade Malenkov made in his report, the speeches of the members of the 
Presidium and the members of the Central Committee at the Plenum, it is evident that in the person of Beria the 
old provocateur has been exposed, which he undoubtedly was long before his transfer to Moscow. Now it has 
become obvious that his brochure , which had been so extolled for some time, was only an approach to the 


beginning of his broad hostile work. 


I do not agree with comrade Zavenyagin that Beria was a narrow-minded person. No, comrades, we should not 
underestimate his abilities and the harm he caused . He was a smart, very clever enemy, otherwise he would have 
been exposed long ago, but look how long he held out. And finally , it is clear that he was a seasoned, very 
insidious, and dangerous political enemy of international scale, an agent of the imperialists. I think there is no 


doubt about this, he was not alone. 


Voices. Correct. 


Andreyev. If he could not have a more or less large number of his supporters in our country, he certainly relied 
on some force, and this force fed him , pushed him, dictated. He was certainly an international agent of the 
imperialists. Experience tells us that all the enemies of the party and Soviet power exposed so far were in one way 
or another connected with foreign intelligence services or general staffs, from where they were given directives. 
Beria could not be an exception. It is possible that they counted on him as a dictator of the fascist type. And I think 
that we must suck every sinew out of this scoundrel , so that there would be a clear picture of his relations with 
foreign countries, whom and how he served , then a lot will be revealed to us. We still do not know everything 
about him, the investigation must reveal all aspects of his enemy work. But even now, what the comrades 
members of the Presidium have told us is clear that he had a carefully developed plan, of course not by him alone, 


but dictated by his masters, for the liquidation of the Soviet system in our country. 


What was Beria's plan? Unlike what the enemies of our people had carried out before, his plan was somewhat 
different . To split our party, as his predecessors had tried to do , is a hopeless endeavor, because our party is an 
unshakable monolith . To use terror, to incapacitate individual leaders, is also a proven endeavor in the sense that 
the party will unite even more after this. 1 do not mean to say that the enemies have abandoned terror; they will 


continue to use terror, and we must be vigilant in this regard . 


Beria's plan in this sense differed from the plan of the traitors of the Soviet people, the former enemies. As is now 


clear, this plan consisted of: 


First, to gain Comrade Stalin's trust at all costs. He considered this the main condition for his hostile activity . And 


so he used every means to gain Comrade Stalin's trust. Did he achieve this? Of course, he did. This was the first 
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great harm that was done. Here, comrades have already said that Comrade Stalin had the weakness of excessive 


trust. This is true. 


The second and, obviously , the main task that he had in his plan was to break the Bolshevik core of our leadership 
. You know that all our enemies, in order to weaken the leadership in the party, to disorganize the party - this 
foundation of everything - have long been trying to somehow shake, break the Bolshevik core, but they have not 
succeeded . And Beria, obviously, set this task as the main task - to break the Bolshevik core, to undermine the 


trust of individual leaders in Comrade Stalin, to sow discord within the leaders of the party and the government 


Did he achieve anything in this regard? Certainly, he did, temporarily. 


Here comrade Voroshilov spoke in relation to comrade Ordzhonikidze. Sergo was the most honest, noblest 


Bolshevik, and there is no doubt that he became a victim of Beria's intrigues... 


Voice. Correct. 


Andreev. Beria caused a quarrel between Comrade Stalin and Ordzhonikidze, and Comrade Sergo's noble heart 


could not stand it: thus Beria put out of action one of the best leaders of the party and friends of Comrade Stalin. 


Further. All of us, old members of the Central Committee, and new ones too, know what a warm friendship there 
was between Comrade Stalin and Molotov. We all considered this friendship natural and were happy about it . 
But then Beria appeared in Moscow — and everything changed radically, Comrade Stalin’s relations with Comrade 
Molotov deteriorated. Comrade Molotov began to be subjected to undeserved attacks from Comrade Stalin. It 
was Beria who , with his intrigues, succeeded in undermining the close friendship between Comrade Stalin and 


Comrade Molotov. 


Let's take other facts about comrade Malenkov. Beria knew that comrade Stalin trusted comrade Malenkov 
completely and fully, considered him his friend. And so Beria needed to incite comrade Malenkov. As a true 
provocateur , pretending to be Malenkov's friend, in fact he cleverly concocted the Shakhurin and Novikov case. 


This case was undoubtedly done by Beria. 


Voices. Correct. 


Andreev. It is known that during the difficult years of transport restoration and during the war, Comrade 
Kaganovich did a lot for the successful operation of transport. And as soon as Beria , as a member of the Defense 
Committee , achieved patronage over transport, Comrade Kaganovich was relieved of his post as head of 
transport after some time , and Khrulyov, who understood nothing about railway transport, was appointed in his 


place. 
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Let's take this question. Everyone knows who Voroshilov is, what his specific weight is in our party, and everyone 
knows about the long-standing and close friendship of Comrade Stalin with Voroshilov. With the appearance of 
Beria, the situation changes completely, the friendship is broken, Comrade Voroshilov actually finds himself 


outside of leadership work for some time. This was the work of Beria. 


Voroshilov. He worked and worked. 


Andreyev: The same can be said about other members of the Politburo, for example, Khrushchev, Mikoyan, who 
were also subjected to great attacks. From all this it is clear , comrades, that he tried in every way to ensure that 
all members of the Politburo were marked in some way , that they had blemishes, but he, you see , was clean. And 
in fact, look, you can’t bring anything against him — he’s clean. (Laughter in the hall.) It was a subtle calculation. 
He tried to disarm Comrade Stalin, to deprive him of his friends and to remain alone as Comrade Stalin’s loyal 
and impeccable friend. I think that this should be regarded as a new method of work by our enemies. Previously, 
our enemies, all sorts of traitors, had the donkey ears of their political views sticking out, but with him — nothing 


could be noticed. Only recently has his bourgeois degeneration shown itself in German and other matters . 


This means that to put individual leaders out of action, to disorganize the leadership, to destroy the friendship 
and unity that had developed in the core of our party, to undermine Comrade Stalin's trust in individual members 
of the Politburo, which means to undermine their trust in the country as well - this, in fact, was his main task. He 
managed to do some things for a time, but he was unable to achieve his goal, because the core of the Central 


Committee remained whole and unshakable. 


This was attested to by the 19th Party Congress , and we can clearly see this at the present Plenum, when our 
leading core of Bolsheviks is stronger and more unanimous than ever before. (Applause.) 

Beria's next move, as is evident from all the materials, was to disorganize the work of the Council of Ministers. 
Many ministers present here know that with Beria's appearance in the Council of Ministers and especially when 
he began to preside, the situation changed dramatically. A thorough discussion of issues became the exception, 
and a conveyor belt became the rule. 40-50 questions are planned, Beria, the chairman, reads out previously 
prepared proposals and submits the questions to the commission. I must say that sometimes I would like to 


express my thoughts. No way! He cuts me off. The question is submitted to the commission. 


Now it is clear that it was not simply a matter of Beria's bureaucracy or his special operational methods, but that 
this was a special method of sabotage. He deliberately organized - I am deeply convinced of this - deliberately 
organized endless red tape of important issues in the Council of Ministers. Only those issues that were personally 
reported to Comrade Stalin by individual members of the Politburo were quickly resolved. The remaining issues 


were left lying around for months and were not resolved. 


This was a special tactic of the enemy to disorganize the work of our government bodies. 
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From the report of Comrade Malenkov and the speeches of the members of the Presidium and the members of 
the Central Committee it is evident that he acted as a genuine provocateur. Beria cleverly created provocative 


cases and then, when these provocations became obvious, he took the initiative to expose them. 


What else did the enemy try to do to strike at the Soviet system and the party? To sow discord between the peoples 
of the USSR . Beria did not dare to do this during Comrade Stalin's life, and if he did, he did it very carefully. And 
only when Comrade Stalin was gone, he subtly and cleverly carried out this vile business through his provocative 
notes on Western Ukraine, Belarus, and the Baltic republics. But, as you can see, he failed to do this, like many 


other things. 


After Comrade Stalin's death, it is clear that he began to force his way to power, and, perhaps, he was rushed, as 
Comrade Voroshilov correctly said, and he became even more insolent. What he did not dare to do during 
Comrade Stalin's life, he began to do after his death, he began to discredit the name of Comrade Stalin, to cast a 
shadow on the greatest man after Lenin. In fact, the appearance of materials signed by Beria in the Presidium 
protocols on the Doctors' Case, on Georgia, etc. , where a shadow is cast on Comrade Stalin's name - after all, this 


is his business. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreev: He did this deliberately in order to bury the name of Comrade Stalin and to come to power more easily 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreev: I have no doubt that under his pressure, soon after the death of Comrade Stalin, all mention of Comrade 


Stalin suddenly disappears from the press. 


Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreyev: This is a disgrace for the press workers . Previously they were overzealous, and where necessary and 
unnecessary, they inserted the name of Comrade Stalin , and then suddenly the name of Comrade Stalin 
disappeared. What is this? I believe that it is his hand, his influence, he was able to confuse and intimidate some 


press workers . 

The question of the personality cult has appeared from somewhere. Why did this question arise? After all, it was 
solved long ago in Marxist literature, it has been solved in life, millions of people know the significance of a 
brilliant personality standing at the head of a movement, they know the significance of Lenin and Stalin , and 


then the question of the personality cult appeared from somewhere. This is Beria's trick . 


From the Presidium, comrade Voroshilov. Correct. 
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Andreev: He wanted to bury the name of Comrade Stalin, and not only the name of Comrade Stalin, but it was 


also directed against Comrade Stalin's successor, Comrade Malenkov. 

Voices from the audience: Correct. 

Malenkov: We are all successors; comrade Stalin does not have one successor. 

Andreev: You are the Chairman of the Council of Ministers, a post that was occupied by Comrade Stalin. 

Voices from the audience: Correct. (Loud applause.) 

Andreyev: I believe that it was not without his influence that the decision was made, which we read in the minutes, 
about holding the demonstration without portraits, not hanging portraits. Why? On what grounds? The people 


should know their leaders by their portraits, by their speeches. It was the wrong decision. 


From the Presidium, Comrade Kaganovich. Andrei Andreevich, this decision has been cancelled as incorrect. 


(Loud applause.) 

Andreyev: This, comrades, was the subtle, clever work of a crafty and dangerous enemy to clear the way for 
himself, to begin to undermine the foundations of Leninism and the teachings of Comrade Stalin. But no one is 
given this, the teachings of Lenin and Stalin are eternal and unshakable. 

Voices from the audience: Correct. 

Andreev: In this respect he is very similar to Tito. 

Voices from the audience: Correct. 

Andreyev: Of course, comrades, people will ask how this fits together. Everyone had the idea that Beria was doing 
a lot of work, but turned out to be such a scoundrel. But the fact is that the enemy, in order not to expose himself, 
is forced to do useful work with us, otherwise he would disappear in no time, and especially in our Soviet 
conditions, where along with the party and the government , thousands, millions of eyes are watching an 
individual. And Beria, of course, did a lot of work at times, but it was camouflage work, and that was the difficulty 
of exposing him. He created an aura for himself, that he, for example , during the war, did a lot of work, etc., 
blackmailed with the name of Comrade Stalin. It was difficult to expose him. 

How will all this be received by the party and the people? In my opinion, well. 

Voices from the audience: Correct. 


Andreev: Because Beria has no roots either in the party or in the people. Iam deeply convinced of this. 
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Voices from the audience: Correct. 

Andreev: The exposure and arrest of such a venerable, dangerous enemy will be regarded within the country and 
by our friends abroad as a major victory for us (stormy applause) and as a very serious defeat for the imperialist 
camp. (Applause.) 

I have no doubt that everyone will say: this is a truly Leninist-Stalinist leadership, which did not lose its head, but 
acted decisively, as befits Leninists and Stalinists. (Stormy applause.) 

Comrade Khrushchev presiding. Comrade Tevosyan 30 has the floor. Comrade Baibakov, prepare. 

Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. The floor is given to Comrade Baibakov 31 . 

Chairman Comrade Khrushchev: Comrades, a proposal has been made to end the discussion of the report here. 
Voices. Correct. 

Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Are there any other proposals? 

Voices. No. 

Chairman: Comrade Khrushchev. 24 comrades out of 46 who signed up spoke. 


Voices. Stop. 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. The question is clear. Apparently, no vote is required. 


Voices. No. 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Does no one demand continuation of the debate? No. The comrades 


unanimously agreed to end the debate. 


Voices. Correct. 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. The commission will report its proposals on Monday. On Monday at 8 o'clock 


in the evening we will continue the work of the Plenum. There will be no other proposals. 


Voices. No. 


Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. There is a motion to hear the second question now. Are there any objections? 


Voices. No. 
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Comrade Khrushchev presiding. Comrade Voroshilov now gives the floor to make a report. 


Voroshilov: The chairman, Comrade Khrushchev, calls my speech a report, but I have only a short sentence for 3 


minutes. 


The Presidium of the Central Committee submits to the Plenum of the Central Committee the question of 
convening the next session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. The session is supposed to be convened in the 
second half of July of this year. The following questions are submitted for consideration by the session: firstly, 
approval of the state budget of the USSR for 1953 and approval of the execution of the state budget for 1951 and 
for 1952. The state budget of the USSR for 1953 has been reviewed by the Council of Ministers of the USSR and is 
submitted for approval to the session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR . There is still enough time before the 
session for the work of the budget commissions of both chambers of the Supreme Soviet. Thus, this question will 


be fully prepared by the time the session opens. 

Furthermore, by decision of the Central Committee of the CPSU, comrade Safonov was relieved of his duties as 
the Prosecutor General of the USSR. Instead, comrade Rudenko, the former prosecutor of the Ukrainian SSR , is 
planned to be the Prosecutor General . The appointment of the Prosecutor General of the USSR is carried out in 
accordance with the Constitution of the USSR by the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, therefore it is necessary to 
include this issue in the agenda of the session. 

In addition, it is intended to submit for approval to the session the following decrees adopted by the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR: on the formation of the Ministry of Medium Machine Building of the USSR, 
on the appointment of ministers of the USSR and the chairman of the State Planning Committee of the USSR, and 
on the election of members of the Supreme Court of the USSR. 

It is also necessary to make editorial changes to Article 126 of the Constitution of the USSR, arising from the 
decisions of the 19th Party Congress on changing the name of the party and on changes to the Charter of the CPSU 
That's the whole report. 

Chairman Comrade Khrushchev. There is a proposal to adopt the following decision: 

ON THE CONVENING OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE SUPREME SOVIET OF THE USSR 


1. To convene the Fifth Session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR in the second half of July 1953 in Moscow. 


2. Submit the following issues for consideration at the session of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR : 
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a) approval of the State Budget of the USSR for 1953 and the report on the execution of the State Budget of the 
USSR for 1951 and 1952: 


b) approval of decrees of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 

3. To approve as rapporteurs: on the State Budget for 1953 and the report on the execution of the State Budget of 
the USSR for 1951 and 1952 - Comrade Zvereva A.G. and on the approval of decrees of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR - Comrade Pegova N.M. 

Votes. Accept. 

Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Are there any objections? 

Voices. No. 


Chairman, Comrade Khrushchev. Accepted. 


Comrades, let us conclude the Plenum meeting here. The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, at 8 o’clock in 


the evening. 


SESSION FIVE 


July 7 


Chairman Comrade Bulganin. Comrades, are there any objections to continuing the work of the Plenum? Have 


you read the draft resolution distributed to you? 


Voices. Read. 


Chairman, Comrade Bulganin. Let us proceed to the third question on the agenda. Comrade Khrushchev has the 


floor. 

Khrushchev: Comrades, on April 28, 1953, the Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee decided to remove 
Comrade Ignatiev from the membership of the Central Committee. You know this issue , there is no need to report 
in detail. There is a proposal to reconsider this issue now and reinstate Comrade Ignatiev in the rights of a member 
of the CPSU Central Committee. 


Voices. Correct. 


Khrushchev: Because it was done on the basis of a well-known slander, and now this matter needs to be reviewed 


and corrected. 
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Chairman Comrade Bulganin. Allow us to vote on the proposal of the Presidium of the Central Committee: 


about Mr. Ignatiev S.D. 


Cancel the resolution of the Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU of April 28, 1953 (No. Pl. 3/2) and 


reinstate Comrade S. D. Ignatiev as a member of the Central Committee of the CPSU. 


Chairman, Comrade Bulganin. I vote. Those in favor of this motion, please raise your hands. Please lower your 


hands. Those against? No. Abstaining? No. Adopted unanimously. 


Khrushchev. A proposal is made to transfer comrade G.K. Zhukov from candidate to member of the CPSU Central 


Committee. 


Voices. Correct. 


Chairman Comrade Bulganin. Allow us to vote on the proposal of the Presidium of the Central Committee: 


about comrade Zhukov G.K. 


Transfer comrade Zhukov G.K. from candidate to member of the Central Committee of the CPSU. 


Chairman, Comrade Bulganin. Those in favor of this motion, please raise your hands. Please lower your hands. 


Those against? No. Abstaining? No. Adopted unanimously. 

Khrushchev. A proposal is made to remove S. A. Goglidze and B. Z. Kobulov from the list of candidates for 
membership in the Central Committee of the CPSU and to expel them from the ranks of the CPSU for hostile 
activities against the Communist Party and the Soviet state. 32 

Voices. Correct. 

Chairman, Comrade Bulganin. I vote on the proposal of the Presidium of the Central Committee: 

about Goglidze S.A. and Kobulov B. 3. 

Remove Goglidze S. A. and Kobulov B. Z. from the list of candidates for membership in the Central Committee 
of the CPSU and expel them from the ranks of the CPSU for hostile activities against the Communist Party and 


the Soviet state. 


Chairman, Comrade Bulganin. Those in favor of this motion, please raise your hands. Please lower your hands. 


Those against? No. Abstaining? No. Adopted unanimously. 
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Chairman Comrade Bulganin. So, the third question is exhausted. Let us return to the first question. The final 


word is given to Comrade Malenkov. 


Closing remarks by comrade MALENKOV G. M. at the meeting of the Plenum of the Central Committee of the 
CPSU on July 7, 1953 


Comrades! We all see what exceptional unanimity reigns at the Plenum of our Central Committee. 

The speeches of the Plenum participants are imbued with a sense of responsibility for the fate of the party and the 
country and deep party principles; they testify to the unity, strength, and wisdom of the leadership of our great 
party. Against this strength and fortress all the intrigues of enemies, wherever they come from, will be shattered. 


(Prolonged applause.) 


The enemy dared to encroach on what is most dear to each of us, on what is most sacred to a communist - on our 


party, on its leadership, on unity in leadership. 


That is why, with such angry indignation and exceptional unanimity, our Central Committee makes the decision 
to cut off this reptile that has infiltrated the party leadership. 


That is why we will be ruthless in our decision, so that enemies like Beria will not dare to enter into a fight with 


our party in the future. (Applause.) 


Each of us asks ourselves: why did the Presidium of the Central Committee not immediately expose Beria and for 


some time left his individual criminal actions against the party and the government unpunished? 


On this account, I would like to make some additions to what has already been rightly said here at the Plenum. 


Now, after Beria's arrest, everything has become clearer to many. But we must not forget yesterday. Yesterday 


consisted of the following. 


In the last period of Comrade Stalin’s life and, consequently, immediately after his death, the state of affairs in the 


Politburo as a leadership collective was clearly unfavorable. 

The Politburo had not been functioning normally for a long time. Politburo members were not involved in the 
decision-making of many important issues and worked on separate assignments. As you now know, political 
mistrust was shown quite unfairly in relation to some Politburo members. 


This was the situation at the time of Comrade Stalin’s departure from us. 


It should be added to this that Beria not only remained unexposed, but he was also known as a person close to 


Comrade Stalin . 
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Isn't it clear, comrades, that some time was needed for the leadership team to unite and ensure unanimity in 


deciding the issue of Beria. 


It would have been an unpardonable stupidity to begin exposing Beria without the entire leadership team being 
united and unanimous in this regard. (Voices. Correct). In this regard, it was impossible to allow carelessness, lest 
we run into misunderstanding on the part of someone, a lack of unanimity and a firm understanding of the 


correctness of harsh measures in relation to Beria. 


a The words "but he enjoyed great authority as a person close to Comrade Stalin" have been removed. Here and 
further in G. Malenkov's concluding remarks, the footnotes on each page contain text that was deleted from the 
first version of the concluding remarks during the process of preparing the verbatim report for printing and 


distribution to party organizations, and the words that were added are highlighted in bold. — Comp. 


We were obliged to allow no hesitation and to ensure complete unanimity in the decision-making on the Beria 


case. 


The course of consideration of this matter, first at the Presidium of the Central Committee, and now at the Plenum, 


has clearly shown that this complete unanimity has been fully achieved. (Loud applause.) 


You see, comrades, that we are putting before the Plenum with complete frankness questions concerning the state 


of affairs at the highest level of the Party leadership. 


And indeed, where, if not at the Plenum of the Central Committee, should one say with all directness what must 
be said in order to strengthen the leadership of the party, in order to ensure the best and correct organization of 


the most complex task of leading the work of the party and the state. 


In this connection, I would like to dwell on some issues related to the leadership of the party. Especially since a 


number of comrades directly touched on these issues. 


Here, at the Plenum of the Central Committee, they spoke about the cult of personality, and, it must be said, they 
spoke incorrectly. I have in mind the speech of Comrade Andreyev. Similar sentiments on this score could be 


detected in the speech of Comrade Tevosyan. Therefore, we are obliged to clarify this issue. 


Khrushchev: Some of those who did not speak are harboring the same thoughts. 


Malenkov. First of all, it must be openly acknowledged, and we propose to record this in the resolution of the 
Plenum of the Central Committee , that in our propaganda in recent years there has been a deviation from the 
Marxist-Leninist understanding of the question of the role of the individual in history. It is no secret that party 
propaganda, instead of correctly explaining the role of the Communist Party as the leading force in the 


construction of communism in our country, has strayed into the cult of the individual. Such a distortion of 
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Marxism undoubtedly contributes to the belittling of the role of the party and its leading center, and leads to a 


decline in the creative activity of the party masses and the broad masses of the Soviet people. 


But, comrades, it is not only a matter of propaganda. The question of the cult of personality is directly and 


immediately connected with the question of collective leadership. 


I already said in my report that there is no justification for the fact that we did not convene a party congress for 
13 years, that the Plenum of the Central Committee was not convened for years, that the Politburo did not function 
normally and was replaced by troikas, fives, etc. 33 that worked on the instructions of Comrade Stalin in a 


disjointed manner, on individual issues and assignments. 


Didn't all of us, members of the Politburo and members of the Central Committee, if not all, then many, see and 


understand the wrongness of this situation? We saw and understood, but we couldn't fix it. 


We are obliged to tell the Plenum of the Central Committee about this in order to draw the right conclusions and 


take measures to improve the leadership of the party and the country. 


You must know, comrades, that the personality cult of Comrade Stalin in the daily practice of leadership took on 
painful forms and dimensions, methods of collective work were discarded, criticism and self-criticism were 


completely absent in our highest levels of leadership. 


We have no right to hide from you that such an ugly cult of personality has led to the peremptory nature of 
individual decisions and in recent years has begun to cause serious damage to the leadership of the party and the 


country. 


This must be said in order to decisively correct the mistakes made in this regard, to learn the necessary lessons 
and in the future to ensure in practice collective leadership on the fundamental basis of the Leninist-Stalinist 


teaching. 


The Plenum must know, no one has given us the right to hide from our highest organ of party leadership between 
congresses, the fact that the ugly manifestation of the cult of personality and the destruction of methods of 
collectivity in the work of the Politburo and the Central Committee, the absence of criticism and self-criticism in 
the Politburo and the Central Committee have led to a number of mistakes in the leadership of the party and the 


country. Sad examples on this account are not isolated. 
We all remember the following fact. After the Party Congress, Comrade Stalin came to the Plenum of the Central 


Committee in its current composition and, without any grounds, politically discredited Comrades Molotov, and 


Mikoyan. 
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Did the Plenum of the Central Committee, did we all agree with this? No. But we all kept silent. Why? Because 
the cult of personality was brought to the point of absurdity and there was a complete lack of control. Do we want 


anything like this in the future? Decidedly not. (Voices: Correct.) (Stormy applause.) 


During the work of this Plenum, you, comrades, became aware of the following fact. In connection with the task 
of raising livestock farming, in February of this year, Comrade Stalin persistently proposed increasing taxes in 
the countryside by 40 billion rubles. After all, we all understood the blatant incorrectness and danger of this 
measure. We said that all the monetary income of the collective farms amounted to slightly more than this amount. 
However, this issue was not discussed, the collective spirit in the leadership was so humiliated and suppressed 
that the evidence presented to Comrade Stalin was categorically rejected. 

Let us take, further, the decision on the Turkmen Canal. Was the need for building the canal determined in 
advance, was the necessary costs and economic efficiency of this construction calculated, was this issue discussed 
in the leading bodies of the party and the state? No. It was decided unilaterally and without any economic 
calculations. And then it turned out that this canal with an irrigation system would cost 30 billion rubles. People 
would have to be resettled to the completely unpopulated area of the canal from the inhabited areas of Central 
Asia, where we still have a lot of unused land, exceptionally suitable for the development of cotton. Comrades 
from Central Asia and agricultural workers can confirm this. (Voices. Correct.) Is it not clear that we must correct 
such mistakes, which are the result of an incorrect attitude in the leadership team, the result of the belittling of 
collectivity in work and the transition to the method of individual, peremptory decisions, the result of distortions 


of the Marxist understanding of the role of the individual. 


Or take the well-known proposal of Comrade Stalin on product exchange, put forward in the work "Economic 
Problems of Socialism in the USSR". It is already clear that this position was put forward without sufficient 
analysis and economic justification. This position on product exchange, if not corrected, may become an obstacle 
to the solution of the most important task for many years to come - the comprehensive development of trade 
turnover. The question of product exchange, the timing, and forms of the transition to product exchange - this is 
a large and complex question affecting the interests of millions of people, the interests of our entire economic 
development, and it should have been carefully weighed, studied comprehensively, before being put forward to 


the party as a programmatic proposal. 


As you see, comrades, we are obliged to tell you, members of the Central Committee, that decisions on the most 
important international issues, issues of state work and economic construction were often taken without due 
preliminary study and without collective discussion in the leading party bodies. 

The presence of such abnormalities in fact led to insufficiently substantiated and incorrect decisions, and led to 


the belittling of the role of the Central Committee as the organ of collective leadership of the party. 


As you see, comrades, even great people can have weaknesses. Comrade Stalin had these weaknesses. We must 
talk about this in order to correctly, ina Marxist way, pose the question of the need to ensure collective leadership 
in the party, criticism and self-criticism in all party levels, including first of all in the Central Committee and in 


the Presidium of the Central Committee. 
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We must say this so as not to repeat the mistakes associated with the absence of collective leadership and with the 
incorrect understanding of the question of the personality cult, for these mistakes, in the absence of Comrade 


Stalin, will be three times dangerous. (Voices. Correct.) 


We are obliged to raise this question sharply. There can be no omissions here. If mistakes were possible under 
Comrade Stalin, then their repetition is even more fraught with great dangers in the absence of such a leader as 


Comrade Stalin. (Voices. Correct.) 


To respect, honor and sacredly follow the great teachings of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin means, first of all, to 


eliminate that which hinders its consistent implementation. 


In the draft resolution submitted for your consideration, we consider it necessary to remind the party of Marx's 


views on the question of personality cult. In his famous letter to Wilhelm Blos in 1877, Marx wrote: 


"Tam not angry, and neither is Engels. Neither of us would give a broken penny for popularity. Here, for example, 
is proof: out of hostility to any cult of personality, during the existence of International 34 I never allowed the 
numerous appeals in which my services were recognized and with which I was pestered from various countries 
to be made public - I never even answered them, except occasionally to reprimand them. Engels and I first joined 
the secret society of communists on the condition that everything that promoted superstitious worship of 


authorities would be thrown out of the statutes (Lassalle subsequently did just the opposite)." 


Comrades, here at the Plenum, the question of Comrade Stalin’s successor was carelessly and clearly incorrectly 


raised. 

I feel obliged to respond to this speech and say the following. 

No one dares, cannot, should or wants to claim the role of successor. (Voices. Correct.) (Applause.) 

The successor of the great Stalin is a tight knit, monolithic team of party leaders, tested in the difficult years of 
struggle for the fate of our Motherland, for the happiness of the peoples of the Soviet Union, tempered in the 
struggle against the enemies of the party, proven fighters for the cause of communism, capable of consistently 
and decisively implementing the policy developed by our party, aimed at the successful construction of 


communism. 


We have such a team, united on the principled basis of the great teaching of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin. The Party 


knows him. He is the successor of Comrade Stalin. (Stormy applause.) 


The Central Committee must know and can be confident that this unanimous conviction unites all of us to whom 


you entrust the day-to-day leadership of the affairs of the Party and the country. 
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Comrades! At the Plenum of the Central Committee, many members of the Central Committee rightly spoke about 
serious shortcomings in the work of individual branches of industry and about the neglect of a number of 


branches of agriculture. 


In the draft resolution, which is submitted for consideration to the Plenum of the Central Committee, we propose 
to openly acknowledge and draw appropriate conclusions from the fact that there are indeed significant 


shortcomings in the activities of our party in managing economic construction. 


We have quite a few lagging industrial enterprises and even entire branches of industry. The Party's urgent task 


is to put an end to this abnormal situation and achieve a serious improvement in the work of lagging enterprises. 


In the field of agriculture, there is a serious lag in the production of flax, potatoes, vegetables and oilseeds, and 
the situation with livestock farming is completely unsatisfactory. Quite a few collective farms and entire 
agricultural regions are in a neglected state. The yield of agricultural crops and the productivity of livestock 
farming are low, and do not correspond to the increased level of technical equipment of agriculture and the 


possibilities inherent in the collective farm system. 


It must be admitted that the lag in a number of branches of agriculture is primarily a consequence of the 
insufficient interest of collective farmers in increasing the production of individual crops and in developing 
livestock farming. (Votes: Correct.) Therefore, in order to further advance agriculture, we are obliged to resolve 
this fundamental question of ensuring the material interest of collective farms and collective farmers in increasing 


all agricultural products. (Votes: Correct.) 


Voroshilov: This is the most important thing. 


Malenkov. To ensure further growth of agriculture, additional capital investments will be required. We will be 
obliged to do this. 
Comrades! The draft resolution presented to you sets the task for our entire party to learn political lessons from 


the Beria case and draw the necessary conclusions for our future activities. 


These conclusions are that our party must strengthen party leadership at all levels of the party and the state 
apparatus, eliminate the serious abnormalities that have developed in recent years in party life and in the methods 
of party leadership, and ensure the precise implementation of the principles of party leadership and the norms of 
party life developed by Lenin. Strictly ensure the implementation of the highest principle of party leadership - 


collective leadership. 


We must always remember that only the collective political experience, the collective wisdom of the Central 
Committee, based on the scientific basis of Marxist-Leninist theory, ensures the correct leadership of the party 
and the country, the unshakable unity and cohesion of the party ranks, and the successful construction of 


communism in our country. 
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The conclusions and lessons are that we need : 


- to correct the incorrect situation that has developed over a number of years, when the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
has effectively left the control of the party, and to take under systematic and unremitting control all the activities 


of the Ministry of Internal Affairs bodies at the center and in the regions; 


- to increase in every possible way the revolutionary vigilance of communists and all workers; 


- constantly strengthen and expand the party's ties with the masses, be sensitive to the demands of the workers, 
show daily concern for improving the material conditions of Soviet people, remembering that concern for the 


interests of the Soviet people is the most important duty of the party; 


- to strengthen in every possible way the unbreakable friendship of the peoples of the USSR and our multinational 


socialist state, and to constantly educate Soviet people in the spirit of proletarian internationalism; 


- use our reserves and capabilities to successfully fulfill and overfulfill the five-year development plan of the USSR; 


- significantly improve the entire work of party propaganda and political-educational work among the masses. 
Our propaganda must educate communists and the entire people in the spirit of confidence in the invincibility of 


the great cause of communism, in the spirit of selfless devotion to our party and the socialist Motherland. 


Comrades! When considering all questions of the internal life of the party and the development of the Soviet state, 
we must not forget for a moment about the international situation, about the existence of the capitalist 


encirclement. 


The forces of communism are growing stronger every day. Our Soviet Union, the People's Republic of China, the 
countries of people's democracy, the German Democratic Republic already represent a powerful, ever-growing 


stronghold of peace and democracy. 


We all see the growth of our strength and rejoice in it. 


But it is clear that our opponents, the enemies of peace, also see and watch with the greatest concern the growth 


of the forces of communism. 


The steady growth of the forces of democracy and socialism and the general weakening of the forces of the 
imperialist camp are causing deep alarm among the imperialists. This must be seen as the reason for the sharp 
activation of the reactionary imperialist forces and their feverish desire to undermine the growing power of the 


international camp of peace and socialism, and above all its leading force, the Soviet Union. 


Can imperialists come to terms with the fact that more and more countries and peoples are escaping from under 


their influence? 


285 


On the basis of the growth of our forces, there will inevitably be an aggravation of relations between the forces of 


communism and imperialism. 


The imperialists are alarmed by the growth of our forces. They cannot come to terms with this growth. 


That is why; in pursuing a consistent policy of peace, we must not allow the slightest weakness, any hesitation. 


When necessary, we will negotiate with the imperialists, so-called conferences, but without any preconditions. 


We will not go to conferences under any conditions, we will not allow unilateral concessions a . 


We firmly believe in our strengths. 


By consistently, firmly, and unswervingly carrying out the policy worked out over many years by our party under 
the leadership of the brilliant founder of our party, Lenin, and the great continuer of his work, Stalin, we will 


force the imperialists to respect our forces. (Voices. Correct.) (Stormy applause.) 


We will continue our peace initiative. It brings us serious success and splits the enemy camp. But at the same time, 


we are not going to satisfy any kind of ultimatum demands. 


What does it mean to consistently pursue a policy of peace? 


This means, first of all, not allowing any hesitation in relations with the enemy and being prepared to give a 


crushing rebuff to the imperialists' adventurous attempts to disturb the peace. (Stormy applause.) 


and we recognize the coexistence of the forces of the peace camp and the camp of imperialism only on a mutually 


beneficial basis, on the basis of mutual concessions that are beneficial to both. 


b our great leaders Lenin and Stalin 


Comrades! The greatest courage and confidence are instilled in each of us by the genuine Bolshevik atmosphere 
of solidarity and party unity, based on Leninist-Stalinist principles, which reigns at the present Plenum of our 


Central Committee. (Stormy applause.) 


There is no doubt that we will successfully solve the tasks facing the party, eliminate the shortcomings in our 
work and further unite the entire party around the Central Committee and confidently lead the country to new 


victories for the benefit and happiness of our great Soviet people! (Loud and prolonged applause.) 


Chairman Comrade Bulganin. Comrades, we move on to examining the draft resolution " On the criminal and 


anti-state actions of Beria ", prepared by the commission of the Plenum of the Central Committee. The text of the 


resolution has been distributed. 
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Are there any comrades who would like to speak and express their opinion on the draft resolution ? 


Voices. No. 


Chairman, Comrade Bulganin. There is a motion to vote on the draft resolution as a basis. No objections? 


Voices. No. 
Chairman, Comrade Bulganin. I vote. Whoever is in favor of accepting the draft resolution developed by the 
Plenum commission as a basis, I ask you to raise your hands. I ask you to lower your hands. Who is against? No. 


Are there any abstentions? No. It is adopted unanimously. (Applause.) 


Chairman, Comrade Bulganin. Are there any amendments? 


Voices. No. 


Chairman, Comrade Bulganin. I vote for the resolution as a whole. Those who are in favor of adopting the 
resolution of the Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee "On the criminal anti-party and anti-state actions of 
Beria" as a whole, please raise your hands. Please lower your hands. Who is against? No. Are there any 


abstentions? No. The resolution was adopted unanimously. (Applause.) 


Chairman Comrade Bulganin. This, comrades, concludes the work of the Plenum. I declare the meeting of the 


Plenum closed. 


1 It was not possible to establish when the verbatim report of the plenum was sent out. 


2 The report of G. Mapenkov is reproduced from the text of the stenographic report of the plenum, verified with 
the versions of the report deposited in the archive file with the author's copies of the stenographic record. On the 
first version of the report there is a note: "Original. July 2, 1953", on the second - "Original with amendments by 
comrade Malenkov G.M. D. Sukhanov. 28/IX-53". 


3 I. Stalin died, as reported in the official announcement of his death, on March 5, 1953 at 9:50 p.m. 

4 T. Strokach’s statement was sent to N. Khrushchev on June 28, 1953. 

On June 30, N. Khrushchev sent this statement to the members of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
CPSU, as well as to N. Shvernik, P. Ponomarenko and A. Kirichenko. 

5 This refers to the resolution of the Central Committee of the CPSU “On the situation in the MGB” of December 
4, 1952, sent to the Central Committees of the Communist Parties of the Union Republics, territorial, and regional 


party committees. 
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6 L. Beria was arrested on June 26, 1953, during a meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU, 
which was held in the Kremlin. The arrest was carried out by G. Zhukov and a group of officers. The minutes of 


the meeting and the decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU are missing. 


7 Relations between the USSR and Yugoslavia began to deteriorate in June 1948. In June 1948, on the initiative of 
the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks), a meeting of the Information Bureau of Communist and Workers' 
Parties adopted a resolution "On the Situation in the Communist Party of Yugoslavia." It noted that "the leadership 
of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia is pursuing an incorrect line in the main issues of foreign and domestic 
policy, representing a departure from Marxism-Leninism." The Yugoslav Communist Party was also accused of 
pursuing a policy unfriendly to the Soviet Union and the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks), nationalism, 
and rapprochement with capitalist countries. The Communist Party of Yugoslavia did not participate in the 
meeting. In July 1948, at the 5th Congress of the CPY, a decision was made on the attitude towards the resolution 
of the Information Bureau, which stated that the criticism from the Central Committee of the All-Union 
Communist Party (Bolsheviks) and the resolution of the Information Bureau were unfair, that the Central 
Committee of the CPY had not departed from the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, but on the contrary, was 
correctly applying this teaching in the specific conditions of Yugoslavia. From that time on, relations between the 
CPY and the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) became strained, and subsequently interstate relations 


with Yugoslavia were also interrupted, and they began to be restored only in 1954. 


8 The archive contains a handwritten text of this note, apparently written by L. Beria. Instead of the words "Beria 


and his friends..." the note says "Malenkov, Beria and their friends..." 


9 This refers to the meeting of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers of the USSR on May 27, 1953, at which 
the political and economic situation that had developed in the GDR was discussed. See also document No. 18, 


Section I. 


10 From January 1951 to April 1953, 447 thousand people fled from the GDR to West Germany. 


11 On June 16, 1953, a mass strike of construction workers began in East Berlin, which grew into a spontaneous 
demonstration. The following day, in addition to Berlin, strikes and demonstrations engulfed 14 other large cities 
in the southern and western parts of the GDR (Rostock, Leipzig, Magdeburg, etc.). Along with economic demands, 
political demands were also put forward: the immediate resignation of the government, the holding of uniform 
all-German elections, the release of political prisoners. In Berlin, demonstrators seized the Government House 
and a number of other buildings. Over 430,000 people took part in strikes from June 16 to 20, and over 330,000 
people in demonstrations. On June 17, Soviet troops entered Berlin, where martial law was introduced that day, 
and several other cities, and, along with GDR police units, took part in dispersing the demonstrators. In a number 


of cases, fire was opened to kill. About thirty people died and about four hundred were injured. 


12 See document No. 4, Section I. 
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13 The management of the work on the creation of atomic weapons in the USSR was entrusted to L. Beria even 
before the formation of the Special Committee under the State Defense Committee in 1945. “Observation of the 
development of work on uranium” was entrusted to him in accordance with the State Defense Committee 


resolution adopted on December 3, 1944, on I. Kurchatov’s laboratory. 


In October 1949, by a resolution of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) and 
the Council of Ministers of the USSR, Beria was thanked "for organizing the production of atomic energy and 
successfully completing the testing of atomic weapons." He was awarded the Order of Lenin, presented with a 


Certificate of Honor, and awarded the title of laureate of the Stalin Prize of the first degree. 


14 The first test of a hydrogen bomb took place on August 12, 1953. In preparation for the test, a number of 
government decisions were made. It is not established which specific decree of the USSR Council of Ministers is 


referred to in the text. 


The 15th XIX Congress of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) was held from October 5 to 14, 1952. G. 
Malenkov delivered the report of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks). The 
congress considered the directives on the five-year plan for the development of the USSR for 1951-1955, and 
changes to the Charter of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks). The congress changed the name of the 
party from the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU), and 
made changes to the structure of its central bodies. The Politburo of the Central Committee was transformed into 
the Presidium of the Central Committee, the Orgburo was liquidated, and its functions were transferred to the 


Secretariat. 


At the plenum of the Central Committee held on October 16, 1952, the largest Presidium of the Central Committee 
in the entire history of the party was elected, consisting of 25 members (V. Andrianov, A. Aristov, L. Beria, N. 
Bulganin, K. Voroshilov, S. Ignatiev, L. Kaganovich, D. Korotchenko, V. Kuznetsov, O. Kuusinen, G. Malenkov, 
V. Malyshev, L. Melnikov, A. Mikoyan, N. Mikhailov, V. Molotov, M. Pervukhin, P. Ponomarenko, M. Saburov, 
I. Stalin, M. Suslov, N. Khrushchev, D. Chesnokov, N. Shvernik, M. Shkiryatov) and 11 candidate members (L. 
Brezhnev, A. Vyshinsky, A. Zverev, N. Ignatov, I. Kabanov, A. Kosygin, N. Patolichev, N. Pegov, A. Puzanoy, I. 
Tevosyan, P. Yudin) of the Presidium of the Central Committee. On the initiative of I. Stalin, the Bureau of the 
Presidium was separated from its composition, not provided for by either the Charter or any other documents 
The Central Committee, which, in addition to I. Stalin, included L. Beria, N. Bulganin, K. Voroshilov, L. 
Kaganovich, G. Malenkov, M. Saburov and N. Khrushchev. 


I. Stalin’s speech with sharp criticism of V. Molotov and A. Mikoyan at the plenum of the Central Committee was 


not recorded in stenography and therefore is not included in the minutes of the plenum. 
16 See documents No. 15 and No. 16 of Section I. 


The 17th 18th Congress of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) was held from 10 to 21 March 1939. I. 


Stalin delivered the Central Committee's report. The congress reviewed the directives for the third five-year plan 
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for the development of the national economy of the USSR for 1938-1942 and changes to the Charter of the All- 
Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks). 


18 Musavat is an Azerbaijani bourgeois party that emerged in Baku in 1911. After the collapse of the 
Transcaucasian Republic, it initiated the proclamation of the Azerbaijani bourgeois republic, in which it was the 
ruling republic throughout its entire existence (1918-1920). It relied on the interventionists (Turkish, then English). 
In April 1920, with the help of the Red Army, the Musavatists' power was overthrown. 

19 No information about a meeting or decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU on the 
issue of relations with Yugoslavia has been found. Apparently, this refers to a proposal from the Soviet side to 
the Yugoslav government to exchange ambassadors: from 1949 - chargés d'affaires. 

20 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is a military-political alliance (bloc) formed on the initiative 
of the United States in 1949. The bloc included the United States, Great Britain, Canada, France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Luxembourg, Italy, Portugal, Denmark, Iceland, and in 1952 Greece and Turkey joined 
them. 

21 We are talking about prisoners who were specialists in the field of aircraft construction, who worked in special 
design and technical bureaus of the OGPU-NKVD of the USSR. Among them were A. Tupolev, V. Petlyakov, V. 
Myasishchev and others. 

22 Correct: Eitingon. 

23 For the text of N. Patolichev’s speech, see document No. 11, section II (pp. 157-159 of this publication). 

24 For the text of A. Kirichenko’s speech, see document No. 11, sections (pp. 159-165 of this publication). 


25 Correct: M. Moussevi. 


26 This refers to the article about L. Beria in the second edition of the Great Soviet Encyclopedia. Moscow, 1950- 
1958. 


On March 27-31 , 1953, a resolution was adopted by the Central Committee of the CPSU and the Council of 
Ministers of the USSR 


on reducing retail prices for a number of food and industrial goods. 
28 For the text of N. Mikhailov’s speech, see document No. 11, section II (pp. 177-181 of this publication). 


29 For the text of Z. Ketskhoveli’s speech, see document No. 11, section II (pp. 198-201 of this publication). 


30 For the text of I. Tevosyan’s speech, see document No. 11, section II (pp. 208-212 of this publication). 
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31 For the text of N. Baibakov’s speech, see document No. 11, section II (pp. 212-216 of this publication). 
32 Correct: B. Kobulov. 


33 This refers to the practice that existed in the post-war years of examining and preparing issues within the 
competence of the Politburo of the Central Committee and the Government of the USSR by commissions (groups) 
formed on the instructions of I. Stalin, without the participation of all members of the Politburo (Presidium) of 
the Central Committee or the Presidium of the Council of Ministers of the USSR. 


34 First International (International Workingmen's Association). The first mass organization of the proletariat. 
Founded by K. Marx and F. Engels in 1864. Existed until 1876. 


Draft Resolution of the Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU "On the criminal anti-party and anti- 
state actions of Beria”. July 4, 1953. 


No13 
July 4, 1953 


Having heard and discussed the report of Comrade Malenkov G. M. on the criminal and anti-state actions of 


Beria, the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union establishes: 


1. In the nearly 4 months since the death of I. V. Stalin, the Central Committee of the Party has done a great deal 
of work to unite the Party and the people around the tasks of building communism and strengthening the 
economic and defensive might of our Motherland, to boldly and proactively launch the struggle to preserve and 
strengthen peace, and to further improve the lives of workers, collective farmers, the intelligentsia, and all Soviet 


people. 


It is known that in connection with the death of I. V. Stalin, the entire bourgeois world was counting on the 
imaginary weakening of the Soviet state, on a split and discord in the leadership of the party and the state, on the 


weakening of the connection between the party and the people. 
But these calculations of our enemies, as everyone can now see, have been overturned as a result of the fact that 
the Central Committee has successfully solved the problem of ensuring the greatest unity of leadership, 


uninterrupted and correct leadership of the entire life of the country. 


The main concern of the Central Committee and its Presidium was to ensure unity in the leadership of the party 


and government. 
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2. However, in the process of leading the party and the country, the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
Party increasingly began to reveal that the member of the Presidium of the Central Committee Beria, who was 
entrusted with the post of First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR and Minister of Internal 
Affairs, was behaving dishonestly, and later, treacherously using the party's desire to maintain unity, committed 
a number of criminal anti-party and anti-state actions. Beria's criminal anti-party and anti-state activities, hidden 
and disguised during the life of I. V. Stalin, began to be revealed step by step after the death of I. V. Stalin, when 
Beria became insolent and unbridled. With insidious intriguing actions, Beria tried to disunite and split the 


Leninist-Stalinist leadership core of our party in order to carry out his criminal, treasonous plans. 


3. Beria, as a vile provocateur and enemy of the party, tried to place the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the 
party and the government, to use the apparatus of the MVD bodies in the center and locally against the party and 
its leadership, against the government of the USSR. As has now been established, Beria turned the MVD workers 
against the party, demanding that they consider themselves independent of the party. In doing so, Beria 
criminally violated the resolution of the CPSU Central Committee of December 4, 1952, "On the situation in the 
MGB", adopted during the life of I. V. Stalin and with his participation, which stated: 


"Consider the most important and urgent task of the party, the leading party bodies, and party organizations to 
exercise control over the work of the bodies of the Ministry of State Security. It is necessary to decisively put an 
end to the lack of control in the activities of the bodies of the Ministry of State Security and place their work at the 
center and locally under the systematic and constant control of the party, its leading party bodies, and party 


organizations." 


Moreover, Beria, secretly from the Central Committee and the government, gave instructions to local bodies of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs so that they would control party organizations, fabricate materials on party 
workers and on shortcomings in party work. Beria attacked those same honest communists, employees of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, who considered these anti-party instructions to be wrong, with fierce threats and 
subjected them to repression. For example, Beria fired the head of the Lvov Regional Department of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs, Comrade Strokach, from his job, threatened to arrest him, send him to a camp and "turn him 
into camp dust" just because he informed the secretary of the Lvov Regional Party Committee about the 
instruction he had received to collect information about the work of party organizations. For the same anti-party 
reasons, Beria fired the Minister of Internal Affairs of the Byelorussian SSR, Comrade Baskakov, and a number of 


other honest communists, employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 


4, Having achieved the post of Minister of Internal Affairs of the USSR, Beria tried to use the apparatus of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs to terrorize the party and the government. Beria used the security of the members of 
the Presidium of the Central Committee to spy on the leaders of the party and government. As has now become 
known, he established a procedure for mandatory reports by his agents on where the leaders of the party and 
government were, with whom they met; wiretapping and recording of their telephone conversations was 


organized, etc. In connection with this, the security apparatus was disproportionately inflated. 
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Grossly flouting the requirements of the Party Charter on the selection of workers based on their political and 
business qualities, Beria promoted workers in the Ministry of Internal Affairs based on their personal loyalty to 
him, clogging the apparatus of the Ministry and its local bodies with dubious people alien to the party, and at the 
same time expelling from the bodies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs workers previously sent there by the 


Central Committee and local party organizations. 


Beria resisted the Central Committee of the CPSU dealing with the personnel of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
and sharply objected to the summoning of his deputies to the Central Committee. Without the knowledge of the 
Presidium of the Central Committee and the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the Party, Beria summoned 


the leaders of local party organizations and dictated his directives to them. 


5. As the facts show, Beria tried to undermine the principle of unity and collective leadership in the party. With 
vile, intriguing methods, he tried to pit the leaders of the party and the government against each other, each of 
them separately, in order to increase his own "authority." Only an agent of the class enemy could act in this way, 


seeking to undermine the unity of the party - the main condition for the strength and power of the party. 


A weakening of unity in the party leadership, especially in the current complex international situation, would 
have threatened serious danger. Only thanks to the high ideological and moral cohesion of the party leadership 


and the government did these adventuristic, provocative attempts by Beria fail. 


6. Criminally violating party and state discipline, the insolent adventurer Beria began to single-handedly decide 
the most important state issues, even those of a special nature, without reporting them to the Central Committee 


and the Government. 


7. As the facts have established, Beria, even during the life of I. V. Stalin and especially after his death, under 
various fictitious pretexts, in every way impeded the resolution of the most important urgent issues of 
strengthening and developing agriculture, in particular measures aimed at further raising livestock farming and 
developing vegetable growing. Now it is certain that this vile enemy of the people set as his goal the undermining 


of collective farms and the creation of difficulties in the country's food supply. 


8. Beria tried to undermine the friendship of the peoples of the USSR, the foundation of the multinational Soviet 
state, using various insidious methods. Under the false pretext of fighting violations of the party's national policy, 
Beria tried to sow discord and hostility between the peoples of the USSR and distrust of the Russian people, and 
to activate bourgeois-nationalist elements in the union republics. 


9. Beria’s criminal anti-party and anti-state actions posed a great danger to the party and the Soviet state. 


The Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU considers it fully established that Beria is not a communist, 
but an agent of the class enemy, that he was hatching plans to seize the leadership of the party and the state with 
the aim of actually destroying our Communist Party and replacing the Leninist-Stalinist policy with a capitulatory 


policy that would ultimately lead to the restoration of capitalism. 
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10. 0 Beria's hostile, anti-communist, capitulatory views, and plans towards the capitalist environment are clearly 
demonstrated by such a monstrous fact as the draft of a friendly letter prepared by him to "Comrade Rankovich", 
this mercenary of American imperialism and executioner of the Yugoslav people. This is also evidenced by Beria's 
statements and proposals during the discussion of the German question about abandoning the course of building 


socialism in the German Democratic Republic, in favor of turning the latter into a bourgeois republic. 


11. The Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union resolves: 


a) Fully approve of the timely, skillful and decisive measures taken by the Presidium of the Central Committee of 


the CPSU to eliminate the criminal anti-Party and anti-state actions of Beria, as the only correct ones. 


b) To approve the following unanimously adopted decision of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 


CPSU regarding Beria: 


“1. For criminal anti-party and anti-state actions aimed at placing the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the 
Communist Party and the Government, remove L. P. Beria from the post of Minister of Internal Affairs of the 
USSR and from the post of First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR and subject him to 


arrest and strict isolation. 


2. Remove L.P. Beria from the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU and from the Central Committee 
of the CPSU.” 


c) Exclude L. P. Beria from the membership of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union as an enemy of the party 


and the Soviet people. 


Cs 


How could it happen that the agent of the class enemy, the morally corrupt adventurer Beria, remained 
undiscovered for a long time, was able to deceive the trust of the party and, having finally achieved the post of 


Minister of Internal Affairs, was able to move on to criminal anti-party and anti-state actions? 


Of course, there were reasons such as the lack of vigilance on the part of the leading figures of our party and 
government, who had failed to see through Beria, the cleverly disguised enemy. It was also significant that during 
the life of I. V. Stalin, Beria hid his true views and intentions, and after the death of I. V. Stalin, Beria became 
insolent, decided that his time had come, and with his criminal anti-party and anti-Soviet actions revealed his 


true face as a man deeply hostile to our party and the cause of communism. 


But there are other, deeper reasons. 


One of the main reasons why Beria's adventuristic, anti-party and anti-Soviet attempts to place the Ministry of 


Internal Affairs above the party and government were possible is that for many years, incorrect, abnormal 
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relations had been developing between the party and the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The Ministry 
of Internal Affairs had actually acquired too much influence in the system of the socialist state. In fact, for a 
number of years now, the effective control of the party, the collective leadership of the party over the organs of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs had been lost. 


All this gave various careerists and adventurers, enemies of the party, who had infiltrated the MVD, the 
opportunity to try to use the MVD apparatus to terrorize, intimidate and discredit honest party and Soviet state 
personnel devoted to the cause of communism. Moreover, as it now turns out, careerist, hostile elements in the 
MVD apparatus tried for a long time to undermine and discredit the leading cadres of the party, including its 


prominent figures. 


Our party must draw all the lessons and conclusions from the Beria case for its future activities. 


First. It is necessary to strengthen party leadership at all levels of the party and the state apparatus. To eliminate 
the serious abnormalities in party life and methods of party leadership that have developed in recent years, which 
were expressed in the fact that the party congress was not convened for many years, the plenary sessions of the 
Central Committee were not convened for years, and the Politburo and the Secretariat of the Central Committee 


worked irregularly. 


The task is to ensure the precise implementation of the Leninist principles of party leadership and intra-party 


democracy, compliance 


norms and requirements of the Charter of the CPSU on the timing of convening party congresses, plenary sessions 


of the Central Committee, and the regular work of all central and local party bodies. 


Second. It is necessary to check the work of all organizations and departments, to put an end to the lack of control 
over the work of any worker, no matter what post he occupies, remembering that party leadership of all 
organizations is the main condition for their successful work. And, conversely, leaving party control inevitably 
leads to failures in work and to the decay of workers. 

Third. It is necessary to correct the incorrect situation that has developed over a number of years, when the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs effectively left the control of the party, which gave the enemies who had penetrated 
there the opportunity to use the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs against the party. 


The party has exposed a number of enemies of the party who have infiltrated the MVD (Yagoda, Yezhov, 
Abakumov, Beria). The task now is to make it impossible for the enemies of the party to use the apparatus of the 
MVD. To do this, it is necessary to put the Ministry of Internal Affairs in a certain place in the system of the 
socialist state as a ministry that is in fact subordinate to the Central Committee of the CPSU, the Government of 
the USSR. 


The task is to ensure that the spearhead of the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs is truly turned against our 


class enemies, against our external enemies and their agents, spies, saboteurs, and wreckers. Party organizations 
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are obliged to take under systematic and unremitting control all the activities of the organs of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs at the center and in the localities. This is not only the right, but also the direct duty of party 


organizations. 


It is necessary to seriously strengthen the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs with party workers, to 
significantly strengthen party-political work among communist Chekists, educating them in the spirit of selfless 


devotion to our party, the Soviet people, and the socialist Motherland. 


Fourth. It is necessary in all the work of party and Soviet organizations to increase in every way the revolutionary 
vigilance of communists and all workers. It is necessary to remember and never forget about the capitalist 
encirclement, which sends its agents into our midst, looking for rotten people ready to betray the interests of the 


Motherland and carry out the tasks of the imperialists to undermine Soviet society. 


When selecting personnel, it is necessary to abandon the businesslike approach to people and strictly adhere to 
the party principles of personnel selection, which require a mandatory combination of a businesslike and political 


approach to workers. 


Fifth. The strength and invincibility of the Communist Party lies in its inseparable connection with the people. 
Party organizations are obliged to constantly strengthen and expand the Party's ties with the masses, to be 
sensitive to the demands of the workers, to show daily concern for improving the material well-being of workers, 
collective farmers, intellectuals, and all Soviet people, remembering that concern for the interests of the Soviet 


people is the highest law for our Party. 


Sixth. The sacred duty of our entire party is the further strengthening of the indestructible friendship of the 
peoples of the USSR, the strengthening of the multinational socialist state, the education of Soviet people in the 


spirit of proletarian internationalism and a decisive struggle against all manifestations of bourgeois nationalism. 


Seventh. The vital interests of the Party require a significant improvement in the entire work of Party propaganda 
and educational work with Communists. It is necessary that Communists study Marxist-Leninist theory not ina 
pedantic and dogmatic manner, that they assimilate not formulations and quotations, but the essence of the all- 
conquering revolutionary teaching of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin, which is transforming the world. Our 
propaganda must educate Communists and the entire people in the spirit of confidence in the invincibility of the 


great cause of Communism, selfless devotion to our Party and the socialist Motherland. 

Eighth. The highest principle of our party leadership is collective leadership. Only the collective political 
experience and collective wisdom of the Central Committee can ensure the correct leadership of the party and the 
country, the unshakable unity and cohesion of the party ranks, and the successful construction of communism in 


our country. 


The task is to ensure in practice the strictest observance of the principles of collective leadership in all party organs. 
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Ce 


The Communist Party of the Soviet Union, created 50 years ago by the great Lenin, which has grown into a 
gigantic force and has been tempered in battles under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin and their comrades, will 
reject and suppress all attempts to shake its unity, to belittle the role of the party as the leading force of Soviet 


society. 


No enemy of the party will succeed in sowing discord in the leadership of our Communist Party! No renegades 
and traitors will succeed in breaking the will of our heroic party in its great creative work. In close unity with the 
people, our party will confidently and firmly continue to solve its world-historical tasks in building a communist 


society. 


RESOLUTION OF THE PLENUM OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE CPSU "ON THE CRIMINAL 
ANTI-PARTY AND ANTI-STATE ACTIONS OF BERIA" 1 


July 7, 1953 


Having heard and discussed the report of Comrade Malenkov G. M. on the criminal anti-party and anti-state 


actions of Beria, the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union establishes: 


1. In connection with the death of I. V. Stalin, the entire bourgeois world counted on the weakening of the Soviet 
state, on a split and disunity in the leadership of our party and state, on the weakening of the ties between the 
party and the people. But these calculations of the enemies turned out to be overturned. The Central Committee 
of the Party, in the past 4 months after the death of I. V. Stalin, has ensured uninterrupted and correct leadership 
of the entire life of the country, has done a great deal of work to unite the party and the people around the tasks 
of building communism, to strengthen the economic and defensive might of our Motherland, to further improve 
the lives of workers, collective farmers, the intelligentsia, and all Soviet people. By implementing the decisions of 


the 19th Congress of the CPSU, the Party has ensured a powerful upsurge in all sectors of the national economy. 


The new peace initiative undertaken by the Soviet government led to a further strengthening of the international 
position of the USSR, an increase in the authority of our country, and a serious upsurge in the worldwide 


movement for the preservation and strengthening of peace. 


2. The successes of the Soviet Union in the construction of communism, the steady advance along the path of 
building socialism in the people's democracies of Europe, as well as the powerful economic and cultural upsurge 
of the great People's Republic of China, the development of the workers' movement in a number of capitalist 
countries and the national liberation struggle in colonial and dependent countries - all this signifies a tremendous 


growth in the strength and power of the democratic camp and the world liberation movement. 


At the same time, in the imperialist camp, there is a further aggravation of the general crisis of capitalism and a 


weakening of the entire capitalist system; there is an undeniable deepening of economic difficulties, growth of 
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unemployment, rising prices and impoverishment of workers. As a result of the unrestrained expansion of 
American imperialism and its brazen dictate to its junior partners and satellites, the contradictions within the 


capitalist camp are becoming increasingly acute. 


Thus, the entire course of world development testifies to the steady growth of the forces of democracy and 
socialism, on the one hand, and to the general weakening of the forces of the imperialist camp, on the other, which 
causes deep alarm among the imperialists and determines the sharp activation of reactionary imperialist forces, 
their feverish desire to undermine the growing power of the international camp of peace and socialism, and above 


all its leading force - the Soviet Union. 


This finds its expression in the frantic arms race of capitalist countries, in military adventures, in attempts to 
increase pressure on the USSR, in organizing all sorts of provocations and sabotage in the countries of the 
democratic camp, for which hundreds of millions of dollars are allocated. The imperialists are looking for support 
in the countries of democracy and socialism in the form of various renegades and degenerate elements, and are 


intensifying the subversive activities of their agents. 


3. The Soviet country, full of invincible power and creative forces, is successfully moving forward along the path 
of building communism. We have a powerful socialist industry, a comprehensively developed heavy industry, 
which is the foundation of the socialist economy. Our machine building is steadily advancing, providing all 
branches of industry, transport, and agriculture with modern technology. The development of technology and 
Soviet science made it possible several years ago to solve the problem of using atomic energy and to successfully 
advance this matter further. Our light and food industries have reached a high level and are able to satisfy the 
growing needs of the urban and rural population on the basis of the price reduction policy pursued by the party 
and government. In the years after the war, our agriculture was restored, state and collective farms were provided 
with modern advanced technology to a greater extent than before the war. Remarkable specialists have been 


trained in all areas of the national economy. 


All these successes in the matter of raising the socialist economy and in cultural construction became possible 
thanks to the strong alliance of the working class and the collective farm peasantry, the growing friendship of the 
peoples of the USSR, thanks to the steady strengthening of the moral and political unity of the Soviet people, 


thanks to the consistent implementation of the policies developed by the Communist Party. 


With all this, as before, the party must not fail to take into account the existing difficulties and shortcomings in 


our economic and cultural development. 
We must not forget that our country has gone through the greatest trials caused by the war, which led to 
devastation over a large part of the country's territory and entailed heavy casualties. Enormous efforts were 


required over a number of years to heal the grave wounds and eliminate the consequences of the war. 


It must be acknowledged that we have many lagging industrial enterprises and even individual branches of 


industry. Many collective farms and entire agricultural regions are in a neglected state. The yield of agricultural 
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crops and the productivity of livestock are low, and do not correspond to the increased level of technical 
equipment of agriculture and the possibilities inherent in the collective farm system. As a result, we still do not 


sufficiently satisfy the growing material needs and cultural demands of our people. 


It is also impossible to ignore the fact that with the liquidation of the exploiting classes in our country, the vestiges 
of capitalism in the consciousness of people are still far from being eradicated and that there are serious 
shortcomings in the matter of communist education of Soviet people. It would be forgetting the foundations of 
Marxism-Leninism if we ceased to reckon with the fact that there is a capitalist environment that sends its agents 
into our midst, looking for people who are ready to betray the interests of the Motherland and carry out the tasks 


of the imperialists to undermine Soviet society. 


4, Our party is the organizing and inspiring force of Soviet society. As a result of the correct leadership of the 


party, the Soviet people have achieved world-historic victories in the cause of building a communist society. 


However, there are also significant shortcomings in the activities of our party, both in a number of areas of 


economic construction and in the area of communist education of workers. 


It must be admitted that we have serious shortcomings in observing the party norms and Bolshevik principles of 
party leadership developed by the great Lenin. Over many years, we have accumulated significant abnormalities 
in this area. It is in no way justifiable that the 19th Party Congress was convened only 7 years after the end of the 
war and 13 years after the 18th Congress. Plenums of the Central Committee of the Party were not convened for 
several years. The Politburo did not function normally for a long time. Decisions on the most important issues of 
state work and economic construction were often taken without due preliminary study and without collective 
discussion in the leading party bodies, as stipulated by the Party Charter. As a result of such abnormalities in the 
organization of the Central Committee's activities, collectivity in work, as well as due criticism and self-criticism, 
were not ensured. The presence of such abnormalities in practice sometimes led to insufficiently substantiated 


decisions and to a belittling of the role of the Central Committee as an organ of collective leadership of the Party. 


In this connection, it should also be recognized as abnormal that in recent years our party propaganda has 
deviated from the Marxist-Leninist understanding of the question of the role of the individual in history. This 
found expression in the fact that instead of correctly explaining the role of the Communist Party as the real guiding 
force in the construction of communism in our country, party propaganda has often strayed into the cult of 
personality, which leads to a belittling of the role of the party and its guiding center, to a decrease in the creative 
activity of the party masses and the broad masses of the Soviet people. This direction of propaganda work 
diverges from Marx's well-known positions on the cult of personality. "Out of hostility to any cult of personality," 
wrote Marx, "during the existence of the International I never allowed the numerous appeals in which my services 
were recognized and with which I was pestered from various countries to be made public - I never even answered 
them, except occasionally to reprimand them. “The first entry of Engels and myself into the secret society of 
communists took place under the condition that everything that promoted superstitious worship of authorities 
would be thrown out of the charter” (Marx and Engels. Works, Vol. XXVI, pp. 487-488). 
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5. It is necessary to take into account the peculiarity of the position of the Communist Party in the system of the 
Soviet state. Our party is the only party in the country, and, moreover, it has an undivided leading role in the 
socialist state. The leadership of the party is a decisive condition for the strength and inviolability of the Soviet 


system. 


At the same time, it is necessary to remember that the monopoly position of the party also has its dark sides, when 
revolutionary vigilance in our ranks with respect to the class enemy is weakened. We often forget that enemies, 
cleverly disguised as communists, have tried, and will try to penetrate the ranks of the party for the sake of their 
hostile goals, for the sake of a career and to carry out subversive work as agents of the imperialist powers and 


their intelligence services. 


6. In this regard, the Plenum of the Central Committee considers it necessary to draw the Party’s attention to the 


case of Beria, exposed by the Presidium of the Central Committee as an agent of international imperialism. 


As is now evident, Beria, cleverly disguising himself, gained the trust of I. V. Stalin through various careerist 
machinations. Beria's criminal anti-party and anti-state activities, deeply hidden and disguised during the life of 
I. V. Stalin, began to be revealed step by step after his death, when the enemies of the Soviet state intensified their 
subversive anti-Soviet activities. Having become insolent and unbridled, Beria has recently begun to reveal his 


true face as an enemy of the party and the Soviet people. 


What were Beria’s criminal actions and treacherous plans? 


After the death of I. V. Stalin, the main concern of the Central Committee and its Presidium was to ensure unity 
in the leadership of the party and government on the basis of Marxist-Leninist principles for the successful 
solution of the fundamental tasks of building a communist society. With his insidious intriguing actions, Beria 
tried to disunite and split the Leninist-Stalinist core of our party, to discredit the leading figures of the party and 


government individually, in order to increase his own "authority" and implement his criminal anti-Soviet plans. 


Having achieved the post of Minister of Internal Affairs of the USSR, Beria tried to use the apparatus of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs to develop his criminal machinations to seize power. As a vile provocateur and enemy 
of the party, he began by trying to place the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the party and the government, to 
use the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs at the center and in the regions against the party and its 
leadership, against the government of the USSR. Beria used the security of the members of the Presidium of the 
Central Committee to spy on the leaders of the party and government. He established a procedure for mandatory 
reports from his agents on where the leaders of the party and government were, with whom they met; wiretapping 


and recording of their telephone conversations was organized, etc. 


As has now been proven, Beria turned the MVD workers against the party, demanding that they consider 
themselves independent of the party. In doing so, Beria criminally violated the resolution of the CPSU Central 
Committee of December 4, 1952, "On the situation in the MGB", adopted during the life of I. V. Stalin and with his 


participation, which indicated the need to "decisively put an end to the lack of control in the activities of the 
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organs of the Ministry of State Security and place their work at the center and in the regions under the systematic 


and constant control of the party." 


Moreover, Beria, secretly from the Central Committee and the government, gave assignments to local bodies of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs so that they would control party organizations, fabricate false materials on party 
workers, as well as on party and soviet organizations. Beria subjected those same honest communists, employees 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, who considered these anti-party directives to be wrong, to repression. For 
example, in June 1953, Beria fired the head of the Lvov Regional Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
Comrade Strokach, only because he informed the secretary of the Lvov Regional Party Committee about the 
assignment he had received to collect and seek out negative information on the work of party organizations and 


party personnel, threatening to arrest him, send him to a camp and "turn him into camp dust." 


Criminally flouting the requirements of the Party Charter on the selection of personnel based on their political 
and business qualities, Beria promoted workers in the Ministry of Internal Affairs based on their personal loyalty 
to him, selected people alien to the party and suspicious people, while at the same time expelling workers from 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs bodies who had previously been sent there by the Central Committee and local 


party organizations. 


As the facts have established, Beria, even during the life of I. V. Stalin and especially after his death, under various 
fictitious pretexts, in every way impeded the resolution of the most important urgent issues of strengthening and 
developing agriculture. Now it is certain that this vile enemy of the people set as his goal the undermining of 


collective farms and the creation of difficulties in the food supply of the country. 


Beria tried to undermine the friendship of the peoples of the USSR by various insidious methods - the foundation 
of the multinational socialist state and the main condition for all the successes of the fraternal Soviet republics. 
Under the false pretext of fighting violations of the party's national policy, he tried to sow discord and hostility 


between the peoples of the USSR and to activate bourgeois-nationalist elements in the union republics. 


Beria's hostile political face was especially clearly revealed during the discussion of the German question at the 
end of May of this year. Beria's proposals on this question boiled down to abandoning the course of building 
socialism in the German Democratic Republic and taking a course of turning the GDR into a bourgeois state, 
which would mean direct capitulation to the imperialist forces. At the same time, Beria had recently become so 
unbridled that, under the guise of fighting the shortcomings and excesses in collective farm construction in the 
countries of people's democracy and in the GDR, he began to openly express anti-collective farm views, including 
a proposal to disband collective farms in these countries. In light of Beria's exposed crimes, it is becoming clear 


that he was slipping into hostile positions with regard to the collective farm system of the USSR. 


In the very last days, Beria’s criminal plans to establish personal connections with Tito and Rankovich in 


Yugoslavia through his agents were revealed. 


301 


As it turned out, Beria, back in 1919, during the period of the British occupation of Baku, served in Azerbaijan in 


the White Guard Musavat intelligence service and hid his treacherous activities from the party. 


The Plenum of the Central Committee of the CPSU considers it established that Beria has lost his communist 
image, having turned into a bourgeois degenerate, and has in fact become an agent of international imperialism, 
hatching plans to seize the leadership of the party and the state with the aim of actually destroying our 
Communist Party and replacing the policy developed by the party over many years with a capitulatory policy 


that would ultimately lead to the restoration of capitalism. 


The Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union resolves: 


a) Fully approve the timely and decisive measures taken by the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU 


to eliminate Beria’s criminal anti-Party and anti-state actions as the only correct ones. 


b) For treasonous actions aimed at undermining the Soviet state, expel L. P. Beria as an enemy of the party and 


the Soviet people from the membership of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and bring him to trial. 


Ce 


Our party must learn political lessons from the Beria case and draw the necessary conclusions for its future 


activities. 


First. It is necessary to strengthen party leadership at all levels of the party and the state apparatus. To eliminate 
the serious abnormalities in party life and methods of party leadership that have developed in recent years. The 
task is to ensure the precise implementation of the principles of party leadership and the norms of party life 
developed by Lenin, strict observance of the requirements of the CPSU Charter on the timing of convening party 


congresses, plenary sessions of the Central Committee, and the regular work of all central and local party bodies. 


The highest principle of party leadership in our party is collective leadership. Only the collective political 
experience, the collective wisdom of the Central Committee, based on the scientific basis of Marxist-Leninist 
theory, ensures the correct leadership of the party and the country, the unshakable unity and cohesion of the party 
ranks, and the successful construction of communism in our country. The task is to strictly observe the principles 


of collective leadership in all party bodies in practice. 


It is necessary to regularly check the work of all organizations and departments, to put an end to the lack of control 
over the work of any employee, no matter what position he occupies, remembering that party leadership of all 
organizations is the main condition for their successful work. And, conversely, leaving party control inevitably 


leads to failures in work and to the decay of workers. 
Second. It is necessary to correct the incorrect situation that has developed over a number of years, when the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs has effectively escaped control of the Party. One of the reasons why Beria's adventurist, 


anti-Party and anti-Soviet attempts to place the Ministry of Internal Affairs above the Party and the government 
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were possible is that incorrect, abnormal relations had been developing between the Party and the organs of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs for many years. The Ministry of Internal Affairs had acquired an inordinate amount 
of influence in the system of the socialist state. In fact, for a number of years now, the effective control of the Party, 
the collective leadership of the Party over the organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs had been lost. All this gave 
various careerists and adventurers, enemies of the Party, who had infiltrated the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the 
opportunity to try to use the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs to terrorize, intimidate and discredit 
honest cadres of the Party and the Soviet state devoted to the cause of communism. Moreover, as has now become 
clear, careerist, hostile elements in the apparatus of the Ministry of Internal Affairs tried to undermine and 


discredit the leading cadres of the Party, including its prominent figures. 


Party organizations are obliged to take under systematic and unremitting control all activities of the bodies of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs at the center and in the regions. This is not only the right, but also the direct 
responsibility of party organizations. It is necessary to seriously strengthen the bodies of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs with party workers, significantly strengthen party-political work among the Chekists, the overwhelming 
majority of whom are undoubtedly honest and conscientious people, educate them in the spirit of selfless 


devotion to our party, the Soviet people, the socialist Motherland. 


Third. It is necessary in all the work of party and Soviet organizations to increase in every way the revolutionary 
vigilance of communists and all workers. It is necessary to remember and never forget about the capitalist 


environment, which sends and will send its agents into our midst for subversive activities. 


When selecting personnel, it is necessary to abandon the businesslike approach and strictly adhere to the party 


principles of selecting employees based on their political and business qualities. 


Fourth. The strength and invincibility of the Communist Party lies in its inseparable connection with the people. 
Party organizations are obliged to constantly strengthen and expand the Party's ties with the masses, to be 
sensitive to the demands of the workers, to show daily concern for improving the material well-being of workers, 
collective farmers, intellectuals, and all Soviet people, remembering that concern for the interests of the Soviet 


people is the most important duty of our Party. 


Fifth. The sacred duty of our entire party is to further strengthen the indestructible friendship of the peoples of 
the USSR, to strengthen the multinational socialist state, to educate Soviet people in the spirit of proletarian 
internationalism and to decisively combat all manifestations of bourgeois nationalism. It is necessary to eliminate 


the consequences of Beria's sabotage in the area of national relations. 


Sixth. The socialist system has enormous advantages and possibilities for a new, even more powerful rise in our 
economy and culture, for a further increase in the material well-being of the people. We have inexhaustible natural 
resources, powerful first-class technology in industry and agriculture, highly qualified workers, and specialists. 
But it would be wrong to forget that we still have unresolved urgent economic problems, especially in the matter 


of further raising agriculture (livestock breeding, vegetable growing, etc.). We still have certain difficulties of 
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growth associated with the solution of the gigantic task of maximally satisfying the continuously growing 


material and cultural needs of the working people. 


Party, Soviet, trade union, and Komsomol organizations must mobilize and organize the creative forces of the 
people in order to fully utilize our reserves and capabilities to solve all these problems, to successfully fulfill and 
overfulfill the five-year plan for the development of the USSR, the tasks set by the 19th Party Congress. 


Seventh. The vital interests of the Party require a significant improvement in the entire work of Party propaganda 
and political-educational work among the masses. It is necessary that Communists study Marxist-Leninist theory 
not in a pedantic and dogmatic manner, that they understand the creative character of Marxism-Leninism and 
assimilate not individual formulations and quotations, but the essence of the all-conquering, world-transforming 
revolutionary teaching of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin. Our propaganda must educate Communists and the entire 
people in the spirit of confidence in the invincibility of the great cause of Communism, in the spirit of selfless 


devotion to our Party and the socialist Motherland. 


The Communist Party of the Soviet Union, created 50 years ago by the brilliant Lenin, which has grown into a 
gigantic force and has been tempered in battles under the leadership of Lenin, the disciple and successor of Lenin's 
work, the great Stalin, and their comrades, will reject and suppress all attempts to shake its unity, to belittle the 


role of the party as the leading force of Soviet society. 


The Soviet people, under the proven leadership of the Communist Party, will continue to tirelessly strengthen the 
might of their socialist homeland. The Soviet people will continue to wage the struggle for a lasting and durable 
peace among nations, will fully support the consistent peace policy pursued by the government of the USSR, and 
will continue to tirelessly strengthen friendship with the great People's Republic of China and all the countries of 
people's democracy. In close unity with the people, our Party will confidently and firmly advance along the path 


of building a communist society. 
1 The text of the resolution was sent out in the form of a closed letter from the Central Committee to party 


organizations. The verbatim report contains the subtitle: “Adopted unanimously at the meeting of the Plenum of 
the Central Committee of the CPSU on July 7, 1953.” 
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